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Public Realm Delivery Group – Update to the OSP Steering Group  
 
 
Introduction 
 
A consultation seminar in Spring 2009 identified six headline issues that needed to be 
addressed in the city: 
 
1. A clean and welcoming street scene in all parts of the city – recognising the views of 

retailers and other stakeholders in the city that we need to achieve higher standards if the 
City is to be regarded as a world class city and an international heritage site 

2. Understanding and integrating the colleges and the Universities more fully into the 
public realm (recognising the commercial needs and focus of the colleges and University) - 
The brand “Oxford” is underpinned historically and contemporarily with the reputation for 
educational excellence and cultural significance of the University of Oxford and the Colleges.  
This history, together with the “dreaming spires” drives strong tourism 

3. Improving transport (links and integration) - There are three key focus points when 
considering how to improve transport: Accessibility – enabling people to get to where they 
need to go; Reducing impact on the public realm – physical presence of 
cars/buses/coaches/bicycles etc; Impact on the Economy (e.g. access to shops, access to 
key locations of work, parking availability) 

4. Cultural activities in the city centre, city villages and estates - Cultural activities includes 
the performing and visual arts, public art, museums and heritage, literature and film, 
architecture, fashion, food and drink, community festivals/events across the whole of the city.  

5. Space to move and find way about in the centre (management of spaces) - What is the 
quality of the ‘welcome’ to the City centre like to residents and visitors - signage, information 
points, promotional clutter, pedestrian routes, public squares and space to sit and space to 
rest as well as to move around.  

6. Enhancing the sense of place and pride in the city centre, city villages and estates - a 
cross cutting issue that links with the OSP’s other flagship issues of Economy, Housing, 
Health and Social Inclusion, Climate Change, Community Safety and Cohesion.  

 
The Public Realm Delivery Group was set up to develop and deliver an action plan focussing on 
these six issues.  The Action Plan was adopted by the OSP in July 2009 and is attached as 
appendix one and includes a column that outlines the progress and actions taken by the Group 
and OSP partners. 
 
 
Membership of the Group 
 
Cllr Bob Price has chaired the Group following Sarah Maxfield’s resignation as Chief Executive 
of Oxford Inspires.  Membership of the group has subsequently been extended to include John 
Keeling, Domestic Bursar at Trinity College (as a link with the Colleges of the University) and 
Richard Venables, Director of VSL (as a business voice on the Group).  A full list of members is 
included in appendix one.  The group meets every 2-3 months. 
 
 
Achievements and Actions 
 
The attached Action Plan outlines achievements against issues and actions, and these can be 
summarised as follows: 
 
Key achievements and successes 
 
The following key achievements and successes are linked to the work and aims of the Public 
Realm Group 
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• A cleaner city centre street scene (extended then to other areas in the city). 

Fixed Penalty Notices introduced for littering with 505 FPNs issued and 19 prosecutions so 
far.  Signage and education/awareness campaign undertaken.  New street cleaning machine 
purchased and now being used seven days a week in the city centre.  Similar “Cleaner 
Greener” campaigns have been run in Blackbird Leys and East Oxford during 2010. 

• Purple Flag Status was awarded to the City Centre in November 2010.  To win Purple Flag 
status towns and cities must be welcoming to everyone, offer safe ways for visitors to travel 
home, provide a good mix of venues and attractions and be appealing at night and during 
the daytime hours.  

• A Public Art Map has been produced and well received.  It is available to download on the 
Oxford City Council, Visit Oxford and Oxfordshire and OPT websites - 
http://www.visitoxfordandoxfordshire.com/Public-art.aspx, 
http://www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/education/publicart.php  

• Open Doors 2010 –  Led by OPT and thought to be biggest outside of London with 180 
venues open and 55,000 visitors (Open Doors 2011 (Olympic theme): challenge is balance 
of visitors being pulled in to participate vs prime target audience of local people) 

• Wayfinding project for the city centre has been initiated – Placemarque has been appointed 
to undertake the consultation and development of initial design ideas and are reporting to the 
Working Group 

• Visit Oxfordshire Destination Management Organisation has progressed positively with a 
Shadow Board in place.  The new entity is due to be up and running by 1st April 2011 

• The Working Group meetings are providing a unique forum for sharing information and 
progressing issues relating to public realm 

 
 
Key areas of consultation and discussion 
 
The group has been well used as a consultation and discussion forum and issues, in addition to 
some of the above, that have come through the group include: 
• Development of Frideswide Square, Broad Street and the Local Transport Plan  
• Barton and Blackbird Leys Regeneration and Housing Developments  
• Oxford City Street Scene Manual 
• Oxford Museum and future plans for the museum 
• Old Fire Station Development 
• Oxford City Council Culture Strategy 
 
 
Future challenges and actions for the Group 
 
The Group will be reviewing the Action Plan and agreeing next steps within the context of the 
following issues and actions:  
• Funding for larger projects and the potential for the integration of projects into Regional 

Growth Fund bids through the Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership (e.g. Wayfinding, 
West End Development, transport etc) 

• Opportunities for a partnership approach to public art commissioning in Oxford (bringing the 
Universities, Local Authorities and other key stakeholders together to discuss this)  

• Oxford Architecture Map to follow the Public Art Map 
• Providing an ongoing consultation and discussion forum (on existing issues listed above and 

new issues as they arise) 
 
A further report and update will be given to the OSP in the Spring of 2011. 
 
 

Cllr Bob Price and Sebastian Johnson  
25th November 201


