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Oxford Strategic Partnership Steering Group 
 

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held on 22nd July 2010, 10.00am 
at Oxford Town Hall, St Aldate’s, Oxford 

 
Steering Group Attendees:  
Jackie Wilderspin, NHS Oxfordshire (Chair) 
Joe Barclay, University of Oxford 
Mel Barrett, Oxford City Council 
Alison Baxter, Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action  
Sally Dickets, Oxford and Cherwell Valley College  
David Doughty, Oxfordshire Economic Partnership 
Cllr Bob Price, Oxford City Council 
Cllr John Tanner, Oxford City Council 
Kathelene Weiss, Oxford Inspires 
   
Additional Attendees:  
Cecelia Agger, Thames Valley Police 
Mark Jaggard, Oxford City Council 
Sebastian Johnson, Oxford City Council 
Val Johnson, Oxford City Council 
Andrew Maliphant, NHS Oxfordshire 
Jan Paine, Oxfordshire County Council 
Elizabeth Paris, Chair of the Affordable Housing Select Committee (for item 4) 
Jonathan Rose, Member of the Public 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from: 
Members 
Chris Farthing, Government Office for the South East  
Anne Gwinnett, Oxford Brookes University 
Robert Kirtland, Critchleys 
Amanda Pearson, Thames Valley Police 
Cllr Keith Mitchell, Oxfordshire County Council 
Warren Ralls, South East England Development Agency 
Officers / Others 
Robert Hathaway, Audit Commission 
 
2. Minutes of the last meeting held on 3rd June 2010 
 
The minutes were agreed as correct. 
 
3. Matters Arising 
 
3.1 Review of the new Local and National Government Perspectives and 

Partner Updates 
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A round table discussion took place on the latest announcements from 
Government and the impact on partners.  Key points were: 
• Chris Farthing reported through Sebastian Johnson that “localism is key” and 

the localism agenda together with the Big Society is the thrust of the 
Department of Communities and Local Government thinking and policy 
direction 

• Jackie Wilderspin reported that the Health White Paper has been published 
and consultation papers are being published daily.  The PCT will be gone by 
2013 with transition taking place over the next two years to GP consortia 
taking over commissioning.  Public Health is being looked at separately.  
Jackie will provide updates as the position becomes clearer 

• Bob Price reported that the City Council has lost £170k in direct funding and 
income on areas such as car parking, rents and planning are reduced due to 
the recession.  Difficult decisions will need to be made over the next few 
years with likely budget cuts of £2m in the next year. 

• Alison Baxter reported that the Migrant Impact Project has had its funding cut 
six months early by Government resulting in staff being made redundant six 
months early. 

• Alison also reported that colleagues in the voluntary and community sector 
are looking very carefully at the implications for the sector in the Big Society.  
Alison will circulate a briefing paper on the Government policy and the 
voluntary and community sector 

• Joe Barclay reported that the University of Oxford’s grant for maintaining 
historic buildings has been cut by Government.  Research Councils are grant 
funded and it is not yet clear how secure that funding is. 

• Jan Paine reported that the County Council has launched “The Oxfordshire 
Big Debate” which is a consultation exercise on the £200m cuts needing to be 
made by the County Council 

• Sally Dicketts reported that further education has lost 25% of adult funding 
and likely further cut in 2011/12 

• Cecilia Agger reported that Thames Valley Police are exploring restructuring 
options and that by March 2011 the structure will be very different.   There is 
a focus on recruitment into the Special Constabulary and volunteering with 
stretching targets on this area. 

 
It was agreed that the partners should continue to share information and explore 
ways of working together to pool resources that are left for the wider benefit. 
 
It was agreed that the OSP would hold a summit meeting soon after the 
Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR) to: 
• review the findings and implications of the review; 
• discuss how the partners and the partnership should respond; 
• further options for joint working and pooling of resources 
 
3.2 Economy –Economic Assessment update and Local Enterprise 

Partnership (LEP) 
 
David Doughty reported that the statutory duty for an economic assessment is 
likely to disappear.  However, it was agreed that an economic dashboard for the 
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OSP Champions to use to measure our performance would be of value.  It was 
agreed that David and Sebastian would meet to progress this and bring back to a 
future meeting. 
 
Mel Barrett reported on developments to bid for an Oxfordshire Local Enterprise 
Partnership.  This is being led by Cllr Keith Mitchell at the County Council and is 
supported by the District Councils.  The idea was launched at an event on 21st 
September and was well received by the 120 business representatives.  A more 
detailed update will be provided at the next meeting. 
 
3.3 Value for Money Good Practice 
 
Jackie Wilderspin reported that the Regeneration Steering Group will be co-
ordinating a small working group to develop an Oxford model for measuring 
outcomes and value for money with respect to the work around breaking the 
cycle of deprivation.  This is being part funded by some funding secured through 
Improvement and Efficiency South East.   A report on development will be 
brought to the OSP in the New Year. 
 
Jackie also reported that Rob Hathaway of the Audit Commission who was to be 
involved in this work is being made redundant.  
 
3.4 Audit Commission Guidance on Managing LSPs 
 
Sebastian Johnson presented the briefing paper on the Audit Commissions 
Guide to Managing LSPs.  Sebastian concluded that the OSP is operating and 
delivering in a positive way and address many of the issues raised in the report 
and cited the work on the Regeneration Framework, Low Carbon Oxford and the 
Affordable Housing Select Committee as examples of where the OSPs 
contribution is greater than members’ separate activities. 
 
Bob Price added his support to that conclusion and stated that the City Council 
will want to continue to support the co-ordination and management of the OSP 
even if Government removes the statutory requirement for LSPs to develop the 
Sustainable Community Strategy.   Bob acknowledged the good job Sebastian 
does in managing the OSP and acting as “the glue that holds it all together”.  
This view was supported by other OSP members present at the meeting. 
 
3.5 Purple Flag Status update 
 
Sebastian Johnson reported on behalf of Gordon Reid that the Purple Flag 
application has been submitted and that we are now awaiting consideration of 
the application and a visit from representatives of the Association of Town Centre 
Management. 
 
4. Affordable Housing  
 
4.1 Report and recommendations from the re-convened Affordable Housing 

Select Committee 
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Elizabeth Paris, Chair of the Select Committee, was welcomed to the meeting.  
Elizabeth presented the Summary Paper from the reconvened Select Committee 
meeting on 6th May 2010 and the following five recommendations: 
 
• Raise partnership discussions to a strategic level; 
• Trial the effectiveness of policy flexibility on a site specific basis; 
• Reassess decision making for significant sites; 
• Be proactive in promoting the benefits to Oxford of thoughtful development; 
• Investigate the feasibility of an investment vehicle 
 
It was acknowledged that the second and third recommendations could be taken 
together and work is being done in these areas. 
 
The five recommendations were accepted by the OSP.  Mel Barrett stated that 
these recommendations go together with the original recommendations and will 
be taken through the City Council’s governance process and where appropriate 
will be built into the existing action plan. 
 
Jackie WIlderspin thanked Elizabeth for her excellent work in chairing and 
reporting on the select committees work.  This was echoed by all the other 
members of the OSP present at the meeting. 
 
4.2 Single Conversation/ Local Investment Plan (LIP) update 
 
Mark Jaggard reported that the future of the LIP is wrapped up with the wider 
decisions about the future budget of the Homes and Communities Agency 
(HCA).  However, it was reported that funding from the HCA has been secured 
for the Old Fire Station Project.  An update on the HCA budget and LIP may be 
available at the end of October 2010. 
 
5. Health and social Inclusion / Regeneration – Report and update from 

the Oxford City Regeneration Steering Group 
 
Jackie Wilderspin introduced Andrew Maliphant, Programme Manager for the 
Regeneration Framework and the Breaking the Cycle of Deprivation Project.   
 
Jackie and Andrew delivered a presentation that outlined the work of the Oxford 
Regeneration Project and Steering Group that included the following key points: 
• Focus in the city is in parts Rose Hill, Littlemore, Northfield Brook, Blackbird 

Leys and Barton; 
• Building on existing work and going further e.g. Physical regeneration, Health 

and Social Inclusion and Public involvement: 
• Strategic leads on the Oxford Regeneration Steering Group are City Council, 

County Council, OCVA, PCT, Police, Brookes University and Job Centre Plus 
• Current project areas focus on Health and Well being, Public involvement 

and confidence, Physical Regeneration, Economy and skills and Children 
and families / youth diversion 
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• It was reported that the potential savings through the Family Intervention 
Project totalled £80k per annum across a range of service providers.  A 
report on the Family Intervention Project will be available later in 2010 and 
will be circulated as part of the next update early in the New Year. 

 
Sally Dicketts suggested that her colleague at OCVC, Liz Armstrong, who heads 
up adult skills be nominated to get involved in the work and it was agreed that 
this would be taken forward. 
 
6. Public Engagement and Involvement  
 
Val Johnson presented the paper on public participation and stated that it is very 
much work in progress.  The following points were made during discussion: 
• Better interactions are needed with the Oxford Voluntary Sector Forum.  It 

was agreed that Angela Cristofoli of the City Council lead on the liaison 
between the City Council, OSP and the Forum 

• Caution was sounded on holding a conference and it was acknowledged that 
the OSP needs to be clear about what messages and information is being 
imparted and why and the desired outcomes and measurement of outcomes 
from events.    

 
Bearing in mind the above points, the paper and its recommendations were 
accepted by the OSP.  It was agreed that Val Johnson and Jackie Wilderspin 
would continue to work together on developing public engagement and 
involvement. 
 
7. Future Plan 
   
Sebastian Johnson presented the future plan.  The next meeting on 2nd 
September will focus on the Safer Stronger more Cohesive City and will feature 
report and discussion to be led by Amanda Pearson on the work of the Safer 
Communities Partnership and a paper and discussion led by Alison Baxter on 
issues and actions relating to “Stronger City”. 
 
As agreed under item 3.1, the October meeting will become a summit meeting to 
focus on the implications of the Comprehensive Spending Review.   
 
8. Any Other Business 
 
8.1 Sally Dicketts reported that between September and December 2010 

Lesley Donahue will attend the OSP meetings on Sally’s behalf as Sally 
will be based at Reading as part of the merger of OCVC and Reading 
College. 

 
The meeting finished at 12.10pm 


