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Oxford Strategic Partnership – Vision, Aims, Measures and Structure  
 
Following discussion with Bob Price, Jackie Wildespin, Peter Sloman, David 
Edwards, Sebastian Johnson and Mark Fransham 
 
Draft Vision statement, aims and measures 
 
Oxford: a world-class city for everyone 
 
Vision statement 
 
The ambition of our partnership is that Oxford should be a city in which all our citizens feel 
happy to live and experience a high quality of life.  We want Oxford to be a world-class city 
for everyone. 
 
What does world class mean to us? 
 
Oxford will be at the centre of a thriving Oxfordshire economy, building on its long 
international reputation as a place of learning, manufacturing, medical sciences and 
innovation.  Its residents will have good quality housing at a price they can afford within 
easy reach by public transport, on foot or by bicycle of places of employment.  New and 
established businesses will have space in which to start up and expand, and Oxford will 
have a transport infrastructure which meets its needs.  Oxford will be a low carbon city.  
The historic environment will be developed to serve modern needs but its heritage 
preserved for current and future generations to enjoy. 
 
Oxford will be a diverse, well integrated city with active communities.  Its place as a world-
class centre of education and research will be strengthened, and its children will have 
excellent educational opportunities in our schools.  Oxford will be a great place to grow up, 
live, work and grow old in and its residents will feel safe.  Oxford’s workers will have 
access to stable employment, good housing and quality leisure opportunities.  Oxford will 
be a city of which all its residents can feel they belong and take pride in. 
 
Aims 
 
Oxford will do this by: 

• Promoting economic vitality and renewal: 
o Agreeing with partners a vision for the Oxford city region’s economic future 

and measures that can realise that vision; 
o Providing more and better housing at rents and prices that allow a balanced 

community to be maintained 
o Preserving and enhancing the natural environment and bio-diversity 

alongside the city centre heritage and good urban design 
• Growing the Low Carbon Oxford partnership to achieve a low carbon urban 

environment with widespread support from residents and organisations 
• Working through Oxford Safer Communities Partnership to tackle communities’ 

concerns, reduce crime and prevent people becoming victims of crime 
• Developing a strong community: 

o Building on existing partnerships to break the cycle of deprivation which 
causes some families and communities to suffer poverty, poor education and 
reduced life expectancy  

o Raising levels of educational attainment by working in partnership with 
schools 
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o Improving social cohesion by providing a comprehensive cultural and leisure 
offer, promoting strong community organisations and monitoring potential 
community tensions 

 
Measures 
 
Economy 

• % people claiming JSA (by length of time claiming) / % unemployment 
• Number of jobs in the city (by sector) 
• Number of businesses by size / sector 
• Gross Value Added (GVA) for Oxford (is it increasing?)  

 
Housing 

• House prices and affordability ratios 
• Private sector rents 
• Number of dwellings built (by type?) 

 
Natural environment & biodiversity, heritage & urban design 

• Change in areas of biodiversity importance (existing AMR indicator) 
• Change in area of UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority habitat (existing AMR 

indicator) 
• Number of listed buildings and conservation areas (Benchmark at 2011 =1580 

listed building and 17 conservation areas covering 20% of the city area) 
 
Low carbon 

• Reduction in CO2 emissions across the city (LCO measure) 
 
Safer 

• Four major crime types (domestic burglary, theft from a vehicle, violence against the 
person, criminal damage) 

 
Breaking the cycle 

• Male and female life expectancy based on mortality data, by ward (current BTC 
indicator) 

• Claimants of working age, housing and council tax benefits (current BTC indicator) 
• Number of young people NEET (not in education, employment or training) in the city 
• Older people – fear of crime / going out (from Crime Survey)  

 
Educational attainment (city education project measures) 

• Attainment of Level 2 reading at Key Stage 1 in the ten primary schools with the 
most challenging circumstances (target is 95% by 2016; 2011 baseline was 69%)  

• Attainment of Level 4 English and Maths at Key Stage 2 in the ten primary schools 
with the most challenging circumstances (target is 84% by 2016; 2011 baseline was 
54%) 

 
Social cohesion 

• Perception measures (e.g. ‘people from different backgrounds get on well 
together’), taken from a (probable) LGA co-ordinated annual survey 

 
 
These measures will be reviewed as part of an annual review report
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Revised OSP structure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oxford Strategic Partnership – Steering Group 
Meets up to six times a year 

Breaking 
the cycle of 
deprivation 

Educational 
attainment 

Economic 
development and 
growth 

Low 
carbon 
city 

Social 
cohesion 

Safer 
communities 

Delivery group: 
- Existing Oxford 
City Social 
Regeneration 
Steering Group 

Delivery Groups: 
- Oxford Business Voice  
- Town team 
- Regeneration Steering Grps 
(e.g. West End, Barton) 

Stronger communities 

Delivery group: 
- Oxford City 
Educational 
Attainment 
Steering Group 

Delivery group: 
Partnership of 
key stakeholders 
to be agreed  

Low Carbon 
Oxford 
Programme 
Board 

Oxford Safer 
Communities 
Partnership 

Oxford Strategic Partnership – Leadership Group 
Meets annually 

Building on existing 
partnerships to 
break the cycle of 
deprivation which 
causes some 
families and 
communities to 
suffer poverty, poor 
education and 
reduced life 
expectancy 

Raising levels of 
educational 
attainment by 
working in 
partnership with 
schools 

Improving social 
cohesion by 
providing a 
comprehensive 
cultural and leisure 
offer, promoting 
strong community 
organisations and 
monitoring potential 
community tensions 

Promoting economic 
vitality and renewal: 
- Vision for the Oxford city 
region’s economic future  
- More and better housing 
- Preserving & enhancing 
the natural environment 
and bio-diversity alongside 
the city centre heritage 
and good urban design 

Growing the Low 
Carbon Oxford 
partnership to 
achieve a low 
carbon urban 
environment 

Working through 
Oxford Safer 
Communities 
Partnership to tackle 
communities’ 
concerns, reduce 
crime and prevent 
people becoming 
victims of crime 


