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Oxford Strategic Partnership Steering Group 

 
Draft Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st June 2012, 10.00am 

at Oxford Town Hall, St Aldate’s, Oxford 
 
Steering Group Attendees:  
Jackie Wilderspin, NHS Oxfordshire (Chair) 
Alison Baxter, Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action (OCVA) 
David Edwards, Oxford City Council 
Susi Golding, Visit Oxfordshire 
Robert Kirtland, Critchleys 
Cllr Bob Price, Oxford City Council 
Cllr Rodney Rose, Oxfordshire County Council 
Chris Sharp, Thames Valley Police 
Michael Sibly, University of Oxford 
Cllr John Tanner, Oxford City Council 
  
Additional Attendees:  
Michael Crofton-Briggs, Oxford City Council 
Cllr Jean Fooks, Oxford City Council 
Sebastian Johnson, Oxford City Council 
Michael Redley, University of Oxford 
Gordon Reid, Oxford City Council / Oxfordshire County Council  
Maggie Scott, Oxfordshire County Council 
Lee Shostak, Shared Intelligence 
Emma Thomson, Shared Intelligence 
Anna Wright, Education Adviser, Oxford City Council 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from: 
Members 
Debbie Dance, Oxford Preservation Trust 
Sally Dicketts, Oxford and Cherwell Valley College  
Anne Gwinnett, Oxford Brookes University 
Cllr Ian Hudspeth, Oxfordshire County Council 
Peter Sloman, Oxford City Council 
Officers 
Mark Jaggard, Oxford City Council 
Val Johnson, Oxford City Council 
 
Cllr Rodney Rose, Deputy Leader of Oxfordshire County Council was attending 
on behalf of Cllr Ian Hudspeth, Leader of Oxfordshire County Council.  Rodney 
and Susi Golding, Director of Visit Oxfordshire were welcomed to their first 
meeting. 
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2. Minutes of the last meeting held on 19th April 2012 
 
The minutes were agreed as a correct record. 
 
 
3. Matters Arising 
 
3.1   Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) Update  
Cllr Bob Price gave a verbal update on the LEP and reported that the new Board 
has met twice with Adrian Shooter elected as the new Chair of the Board.  
Nicolas Grant, Oxford Business representative attended his first Board meeting 
earlier this month and will be a member of the Infrastructure Funding Sub Group 
on the LEP. 
 
The LEP has received nine initial applications for funding through the Growing 
Places Fund.  A total fund of approximately £9m is available; the total of the 
applications received is £12m.  Two applications are Oxford specific – Churchill 
Hospital site and Oxpens/Rail Station. 
 
The LEP will consider the applications and invite successfully shortlisted 
applications to complete a more detailed bid.   
 
3.2 Wireless Oxford 
Sebastian Johnson reported that the Government has announced that 27 smaller 
cities, including Oxford, can bid to share a total of £50m for developing ultra fast 
broadband and wireless cities.  Oxford will be submitting a bid (Super-Connected 
City Plan) and consultancy support is being sought.  Sebastian will lead the 
project with support from County Council colleagues.  Other partners including 
the Universities have been approached.  Sebastian asked that all partners be 
ready to support the bid in any way that they can.  The closing date for the bid is 
17th September 2012. 
 
3.3 World Book Capital 2014 
Susi Golding reported that the Oxford bid was submitted on Monday 23rd April, 
World Book Day.  A summary of the bid can be downloaded at 
http://www.oxfordworldbookcapital.org/about/.   A decision is expected to be 
made in mid July 2012. 
 
3.4 Portas Pilot Bid 
Gordon Reid reported that Oxford was unsuccessful in the initial bid.  Over 350 
bids were received.  Gordon reported that the process has built up enthusiasm 
for the creation of a Town Team and a meeting is taking place next week to 
explore the mechanism for proceeding with a Town Team. 
 
A short discussion took place and the following key points were made: 
• The retail sector is an important part of the Oxford economy and this links to 

the work around Oxford’s new Economic Development and Growth Strategy 
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• District centres in the city also need support (e.g. Headington, Summertown) 
and how can this be taken forward? 

 
3.5 Low Carbon Oxford 
Sebastian Johnson reported that the Low Carbon Oxford Pathfinders had an 
event hosted by MINI plant Oxford to update on projects and initial monitoring 
and measuring feedback.  The event was attended by Minister of State for 
Energy and Climate Change, Greg Barker, who formally recognised the 
innovative work of Low Carbon Oxford with organisations and community groups 
across the city. 
 
John Tanner added that it was a very positive event and that an investment of 
over £100k from the City Council, Low Carbon Hub and Energy Saving Co-
operative towards a green Deal Plus pilot in Barton to help retrofit homes and 
tackle fuel poverty was announced. 
 
 
4. Economic Development and Growth Strategy 
 
Lee Shostak and Emma Thomson from Shared Intelligence, the consultancy 
working with us on the Economic Development and Growth Strategy, were 
introduced.  Lee presented an update on their work to date and the emerging key 
themes which included improving educational attainment, the shortage of 
affordable housing and identifying/promoting the Oxford brand. 
 
A wide ranging discussion took place and the following key points were made: 
• Need to identify the Oxford brand values to be able to market the city and 

maximise opportunities (e.g. inward investment, tourism, attracting investment 
and trade with the emerging marketplaces – Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa) 

• Opportunities exist to use planning powers to better maximise opportunities 
(e.g. office developments) 

• Need to make more of the fact that Oxford has the most successful bio 
medical research, top mathematical research/teaching and is a key publishing 
centre 

• Importance of, and links to, key sites outside of the City, especially Begbroke 
Science Park 

• Need to harvest all the knowledge and “cleverness” that the city offers 
(universities and services) 

• Need to join all of this up and re-enforce the messages 
• Lack of supply of land and property is a key issue but opportunities exist if the 

economic case can be put to the landowners. 
• Discussion needs to be had with neighbouring districts and it was noted that 

representatives of the County Council and District Councils have been invited 
to attend the scenario and action planning workshops.   

 
Lee reported that the next steps will be holding two workshops on 12th and 18th 
July to do some scenario and action planning.  All at the meeting were invited to 
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attend if they wanted to.  Emma Thomson will send out more details.  The draft 
Strategy and Action Plan should be completed by the end of July with the final 
version completed in August and being presented to the OSP meeting. 
 
Lee and Emma were thanked for their work to date and for the presentation. 
 
 
5.  Educational Attainment Strategy for Oxford City 
  
Anna Wright, Education Adviser Oxford City Council, was introduced and 
presented the update report that had been circulated with the papers for the 
meeting.  Anna outlined the feedback she had received from stakeholders and 
the conclusions reached to date.  These include: 
• Schools have been very successful in securing an environment where 

children feel safe and cared for 
• There is a significant focus on the vulnerabilities of children and the 

community, sometimes to the point of leaving professionals feeling 
disempowered and pessimistic.  

• Schools needs more access to instructional practices that are effective for 
children from poverty 

• Positive, optimistic leadership needs nurturing and developing which 
promotes effective pedagogy for learning for children from poverty and keeps 
staff believing in their own and the children’s success. 

 
A discussion took place and the following key points were made: 
• A collaborative approach is necessary where the City Council money is linked 

to County Council money to ensure best use and results 
• Need to make sure that the approach being taken is aligned to actions being 

taken elsewhere.  Anna reported that regular meetings and briefings are 
taking place with County Council colleagues 

• Alison Baxter commented that voluntary groups are keen to support this work 
and asking how they can get involved 

• When asked about outdoor education and impact on behaviour Anna 
responded by saying that research indicates that outdoor education does 
work but behaviour is not the key issue and not the top priority in most 
schools in the city 

 
The discussion was concluded with Anna reporting that she will be presenting to 
the City / County Bilateral meeting in mid July where it is hoped that a joint city / 
county approach can be agreed. 
 
 
6. Breaking the Cycle of Deprivation – Social Regeneration 
 
Jackie Wilderspin presented the report on the seminar held on 28th May that had 
been circulated with the papers for the meeting.  Jackie reported that this work 
was well established and that the seminar gave the wide range of stakeholders 
involved in the various projects an opportunity to hear about the different projects 



Paper 1 – OSP Mtg 120912 - Draft Minutes of the OSP Meeting held on 21/06/12 

 

 Page 5 of 6 

and review action plans.  Jackie also reported that an independent evaluation of 
the overall project undertaken by Brookes had been positive about the approach 
and achievements to date. 
 
The recommendation that “Older People” work should be developed and 
integrated under this OSP priority was agreed. 
 
Jackie concluded by reporting that action plans will be updated and new 
ambitious actions and targets where appropriate will be developed and agreed by 
the Theme Leads. 
 
 
7. Forward Plan 
 
Sebastian Johnson presented the Forward Plan for agreement and highlighted 
three key items: 
• Vision Statement – work is taking place to draft a new vision statement for the 

OSP.  Bob Price added that he will be working with Jackie and others to 
prepare a draft statement for circulation before the next meeting 

• Stronger Communities Priority – Tim Sadler, Executive Director, Oxford City 
Council is overseeing research (academic and best practice) and identifying 
evidence base on what makes communities stronger.  There is an option to 
bring in consultants to work with key stakeholders in the City to build on 
research and evidence and identify what the needs and actions are for the 
city with key recommendations.  Sebastian asked for volunteers to work with 
the Council and Alison Baxter expressed a desire to be involved.  Alison took 
the opportunity to report on the work that OCVA has been doing with Minority 
Ethnic Communities (funded by the OSP LAA Reward Money) and offered to 
prepare a written report for the next meeting. 

• The public re-launch event of the OSP was proposed for Thursday 27th 
September 2012, from 5 – 7pm.  This will include reports on actions and 
successes over the last 5 years and a presentation on the new vision 
statement and priorities. 

 
The Forward Plan was agreed.  The next meeting will include 
reports/presentations on the Vision Statement, Economic Development and 
Growth Strategy, Educational Attainment Strategy and Stronger Communities 
work.  It was also suggested that the local impacts of the Welfare Reform Act be 
discussed at the next meeting. 
 
 
8. Joint Health and Well Being Strategy  
 
Jackie Wilderspin alerted all present to the consultation draft of the Joint Health 
and Well Being Strategy that had been circulated with the papers for the meeting.  
Jackie urged all partners to review the strategy and respond if they had 
comments by the end of the month. 
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8. Any Other Business and Future Meeting Dates 
 
Sebastian reported that the next meeting will be on Thursday 13th September 
2012 at 10am. 
 
The OSP Public Event is proposed for 27th September, 5-7pm and all members 
of the OSP are asked to attend if they can. 
 
The November meeting will be moved from 15th November to 8th November to 
start at 10am. 
 
The March date listed should be 14th March 2013, not 15th as printed. 
 
 
The meeting finished at 12.00 midday 


