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Sites and Housing Development Plan Document: links with key themes and priorities of the OSP 
 
We are now at the third formal stage in producing the Development Plan Document, known as the 
Proposed Submission. The Proposed Submission is the City Council’s final draft of the document. It 
sets out the planning policies that the City Council would like to adopt as part of the Local Development 
Framework. Council considered and approved the Proposed Submission document on the 19th 
December 2011.  
 
The document, accompanying Sustainability Appraisal and supporting documents will be published for 
a six week period of consultation early in 2012. We expect to submit the document to Secretary of State 
for Communities and Local Government in Spring 2012. A public examination will then take place, led 
by a planning inspector, later in 2012.  
 
The City council has prepared this paper for the Oxford Strategic partnership so that its members can 
consider the Sites and Housing Development Plan Document, and endorse the approach and policies it 
contains in achieving the agreed priorities of the partnership. 
 

OSP Priority Links in the Sites and Housing DPD 
Breaking the 
cycle of 
deprivation 
 

• allocating sites within the five regeneration areas  
• allocating sites for development of education facilities  
• affordable housing policies that set the mix and housing based on local 

demographic and market trends and local need.  These policies require 
provision of a minimum of 50% affordable housing on sites of 10 or more 
dwellings or 0.25 hectares; a 15% of sale value contribution on sites of 4 to 
9 dwellings; and a financial contribution from development of student 
accommodation of 8 or more bedrooms. They also require a minimum of 
80% social rented housing within the affordable element to reflect the local 
need. 

Economic 
development and 
growth 
 

• retaining employment allocations on Protected Key Employment Sites. 
Such sites are allocated for alternative uses only where the level of 
employment (employees) is retained on site or that an alternative new 
suitable employment site is delivered as a replacement.  

• allocating sites for academic uses for the universities and by allocating the 
hospital sites for improvement of their facilities. This helps support the 
growth and competitiveness of Oxford’s economy and the skills emerging 
from them and employment and wealth creation. 

• allocating sites for the development of medical research facilities particularly 
where co-location with hospitals or university facilities are important to 
support and sustain such development.  Many policies include medical 
research as an appropriate use; this is a key sector in Oxford’s economy 
and clearly reflects the drive towards knowledge-driven and high-tech 
industries. 

• focusing retail development in existing district centres with policies for the 
expansion and growth or redevelopment of these centres to aid in meeting 
the Core Strategy targets and identified need over the plan period.   

Stronger 
communities 

• allocating sites for community uses such as healthcare, education, 
community facilities, and for public open space and recreation  

Safer 
communities 
 

• requiring streets and public spaces to be designed to encourage human 
activity, natural surveillance and slow traffic speeds, all of which will help 
ensure that developments are safe and perceived as safe.    

Low carbon city 
 

• setting a local requirement for on-site renewable or low-carbon energy 
provision.  This approach has been taken as a way by which the 
constrained city of Oxford can make its contribution towards the renewable 
and low-carbon energy agenda.  As opportunities for larger scale provision 
are very limited in the city the best approach is on a site-by-site basis.   

• locating development in areas of lowest flood risk as possible; the vast 
majority of sites, 86% (or 56 out of 65) are located within Flood Zone 1.  
Some 94% of sites are located in Flood Zones 1 and 2; leaving just 6% of 
sites (4 in total) in Flood Zone 3a requiring an Exception Test in order to be 
allocated for More Vulnerable uses.  

 


