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Oxford Strategic Partnership Steering Group 

 
Draft Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th December 2011, 10.00am 

at Oxford Town Hall, St Aldate’s, Oxford 
 
Steering Group Attendees:  
Jackie Wilderspin, NHS Oxfordshire (Chair) 
Alison Baxter, Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action (OCVA) 
Sally Dicketts, Oxford and Cherwell Valley College  
Amanda Pearson, Thames Valley Police 
Cllr Bob Price, Oxford City Council 
Michael Sibly, University of Oxford 
Peter Sloman, Oxford City Council 
Cllr John Tanner, Oxford City Council 
Kathelene Weiss, Oxford Inspires 
  
Additional Attendees:  
David Edwards, Oxford City Council 
Mark Jaggard, Oxford City Council 
Sebastian Johnson, Oxford City Council 
David Paice, Oxfordshire County Council (item 4) 
Cllr David Robertson, Oxfordshire County Council (attending in place of Cllr Keith 
Mitchell) 
Tim Sadler, Oxford City Council 
Maggie Scott, Oxfordshire County Council 
Graham Stratford, Oxford City Council (item 5) 
 
Observers: 
Kersty Hobson, Environmental Change Institute 
 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from: 
Members 
Debbie Dance, Oxford Preservation Trust 
Anne Gwinnett, Oxford Brookes University 
Robert Kirtland, Critchleys 
Cllr Keith Mitchell, Oxfordshire County Council 
Officers 
Michael Crofton-Briggs, Oxford City Council 
Val Johnson, Oxford City Council 
Jan Paine, Oxfordshire County Council (part of the meeting) 
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2. Minutes of the last meeting held on 20th October 2011 
 
Minute 3.2 (Local Enterprise Partnership Update) final bullet point.  This minute is 
incorrect, the community and voluntary sector are not represented on the Local 
Enterprise Partnership. 
 
Other than this one change, the minutes were agreed as a correct record. 
 
 
3. Matters Arising 
 
3.1   Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) Update 
Cllr Bob Price provided an update on the LEP that included the following points: 
• The LEP has been given an allocation of £6m as part of the Growing Places 

Fund.  Bids need to be made by mid January 2012. 
• Issues with the relationship between the LEP and the Spatial Planning and 

Infrastructure Partnership (SPIP) will need to be looked at as the role of the 
LEP develops (particularly as infrastructure funding is likely to come from 
Government through the LEPs).  Districts have agreed local and countywide 
priorities through SPIP and these will need to be linked through to the LEP. 

 
3.2 Wireless Oxford 
Sebastian Johnson reported that the Feasibility Study has been completed and 
the findings presented to a joint City and County Council panel that included 
Peter Sloman, Cllr David Robertson and heads of IT.  It was acknowledged that 
the solution being proposed was sound but issues of cost, potential sponsorship 
and state aid rules were barriers to taking this solution forward.   
 
However, Sebastian reported that colleagues at the County Council had 
identified an alternative potential solution to create a number of wireless hot 
spots in the city centre and that this would be explored further and the City and 
County Council Officers will put together a joint bid to the LEP for funding.  
Sebastian will give further updates as this progresses. 
 
3.3 Skills Strategy 
Sebastian Johnson reported that work had taken place at the Back to Work 
Group, endorsed by the Skills Board, for a simpler procurement process 
supported by workshops to assist smaller providers who may wish to bid for the 
Learning and Skills funding. 
 
Sebastian also reported that the draft Skills Analysis report will be presented to 
the LEP in January and that this is likely to go out for wider consultation and the 
OSP may chose to look at this. 
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4. Educational Attainment Strategy and Consultation 
  
Jackie Wilderspin welcomed David Paice, Education Effectiveness Manager, 
Oxfordshire County Council.  David distributed the initial summary of findings 
from the Education Strategy consultation and was thanked for supplying them so 
quickly after the consultation period had closed.  A discussion on the strategy 
and consultation took place and the following key points were made: 
 
• City Council’s draft budget includes funding of £300k per year for four years 

to support work to improve educational attainment in the city.  This was 
welcomed. 

• Response rate seemed low and it was noted that the consultation period was 
very short, only three weeks 

• It was agreed that more detail on responses to the consultation will be 
published and shared so that partners can understand issues and offers put 
forward 

• David Paice outlined the bidding process for schools and indicated that 10 
larger support packages of £50k were available for county schools to bid for 
before March 2012 and 20 smaller £10k interventions. 

• Concern was raised about the capacity and ability of struggling schools to put 
together strong bids and how support will be needed to ensure bidding 
resource would be equal to that of the better performing and better placed 
schools.  There may be a risk that the better performing schools will put in the 
better bids and secure the funding. 

• Important that support and engagement is sought from the wider partnership 
“outside the school gate” 

• It was noted that this Educational Attainment is one of the recommended 
future priorities for the OSP.   

• Michael Sibly stated that the University of Oxford has responded to the 
consultation and are keen to get involved and keen to be guided on how best 
to be involved. 

• It was suggested by Cllr Bob Price that there should be an attainment 
strategy specifically for the city and a City Steering Group reporting to the 
OSP to take this forward.   

• The suggestion to have City Steering Group was supported by Cllr David 
Robertson and he added that it was important that the steering group feeds 
back into the OSP and is clear about objectives and measurable targets. 

 
The following key actions were agreed: 
• Peter Sloman and David Paice to meet and discuss city issues 
• Further detail of responses to the consultation will be made available to the 

OSP to enable next steps locally. 
• David Paice will report back to the OSP on a regular basis 
• A steering group will be formed for the city with a focus on improving 

attainment in the city with clear objectives and measurable targets 
 
 
5. Housing Strategy 
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Jackie Wilderspin welcomed Graham Stratford, Head of Housing and 
Communities, Oxford City Council who reported on the status of the new Housing 
Strategy being prepared by the City Council.  The following key points were 
made: 
• The draft document is being released for consultation shortly and all OSP 

members will be contacted directly.  Comments from partners will be 
welcomed 

• There is a housing crisis in Oxford that is chronic and acute 
• The Housing Strategy links to other key areas and issues including planning, 

quality, homelessness and developments of new housing 
 
It was agreed that Graham will attend the next OSP meeting on 26th January and 
present the draft strategy for discussion. 
 
 
6.  Review of OSP Priorities and Next Steps 
  
Cllr Bob Price introduced the paper that had been circulated with the agenda.  A 
discussion took place and the following key points were made: 
 
• The future role of the OSP must include encouraging other bodies to deliver 

and holding to account when they don’t 
• The delivery group structure was welcomed and it was agreed that the 

delivery groups should be leading the work and reporting on priorities to the 
OSP Board 

• Cllr David Robertson suggested that following the discussion earlier on 
educational attainment the proposed structure should include the City 
Educational Attainment Steering Group. 

• Holding stakeholder workshops on Breaking the cycle of deprivation; 
Economic Development and Growth; and Stronger Communities were 
welcomed and it was suggested that a follow up workshop on Educational 
Attainment in the city be held.  It was suggested the workshops are held in 
April 2012. 

• It was acknowledged that the stakeholder workshops will help to focus on the 
key issues in each priority area and the key people to be involved in the 
Delivery Groups. 

• The proposed partnership structure should allow organisations in the city to 
work together and align priorities.   

• Michael Sibly and others noted that there are striking inequalities in the city 
and these need to be highlighted and focussed on 

• It was noted that we need to be clear about the difference the OSP is going to 
make 

• It was suggested that each delivery group sets no more than three targets 
and that these should be ambitious and audacious 

 
The proposed priorities and recommendations were agreed.  In addition it was 
agreed that: 
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• A delivery group focussing on Educational Attainment in the city be included 
in the structure 

• Delivery Groups should have no more than three key ambitious targets 
• A Forward Plan for the stakeholder workshops, developing action plans and 

the relaunch in June 2012 will be brought to the next OSP meeting 
 
 
7 Future Plan 
 
The next meeting will focus on the Housing Strategy and OSP Forward Plan as 
detailed in minute 6 above. 
 
It was agreed that the Safer Communities Partnership report to the April 2012 
meeting when crime figures for the year will be available.  Amanda Pearson will 
also be able to brief on the new Police and Crime Commissioner structure and 
how it affects Oxford. 
 
It was also agreed that following the April meeting, the Partnership will meet 
every two months with dates to be set and confirmed at the next meeting. 
 
 
8. Any Other Business 
 
8.1 On Foot in Oxford 

Cllr John Tanner introduced the paper that had been circulated with the 
minutes.  It was noted that key support will be required from the County 
Council as the Highways Authority. 
 
It was agreed that the paper should be taken to the Public Realm Group 
and also to the City and County Bilateral Meeting for discussion 

 
8.2 Christmas Night Light 

Kathelene Weiss reported on the success of Christmas Night Light and 
thanked all partners involved.  Kathelene was thanked for her work on the 
event. 

 
8.3 World Book Capital Bid 

Kathelene Weiss outlined the bid for Oxford to be UNESCO World Book 
Capital 2014 and the value and link to literacy skills in schools and 
communities.  The OSP agreed to support and endorse the bid. 

 
8.4 Area Action Plans 

Mark Jaggard requested that the Area Action Plans for Barton and Sites 
and Housing be brought to the next OSP meeting for discussion.  This 
was agreed. 

 
8.5 Purple Flag 
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Amanda Pearson reported that the city centre has renewed its purple flag 
status.  The City Council and Thames Valley Police were congratulated.  
 

8.6 Oxford Profile 
Sebastian Johnson reported that the new Oxford Profile 2012 has been 
published and copies were distributed  

 
 
9. Future Meeting Dates 
 
Future meeting dates were noted. 
 
 
The meeting finished at 12.00 


