
Overview of the Draft Housing Strategy 2011 -2014 
 
Housing in Oxford  
 
There is a great deal of pressure on housing in Oxford. The city is densely 
populated and there is little space to build additional housing.  There are 
continued problems of housing affordability for many Oxford residents. The 
cost of housing for sale and rent are both very high which increases the 
demand for council and housing association homes. Oxford has one of the 
highest levels of homelessness in England.   
 

 There are 6277 households on the council’s waiting list (Source OCC 
Housing Needs) 

 There are156 households in temporary accommodation (Source OCC 
Housing Needs) 

 Up to 58% of people accepted as homeless in Oxford are aged 25 or 
under. 

  The average house price in Oxford is more than 10 x average salary. 
 
The continuing economic slow down continues to make a mark on housing in 
Oxford.  There has been a marked drop in new housing being built in the City.  
Changes to housing and welfare benefits legislation will place further 
challenges on many households seeking housing. 
 

 
What is the Draft Housing Strategy? 
 
The Draft Housing Strategy is a document which outlines what the housing 
priorities will be for Oxford from April 2012 and how these issues will be 
addressed. The priorities have been decided by considering the housing 
issues in Oxford alongside the overall vision for the City as outlined in the 
Corporate Plan and responses to public consultation between November 
2010 and January 2011.  
 
What are the main priorities identified in the strategy? 
There are 7 objectives in the draft strategy which are listed below.  
 
 
 

1. Provide More Affordable Housing in 
the City to Meet Housing Needs. 

2. Prevent Homelessness. 
3. Address the Housing Support Needs 

of Vulnerable People and 
Communities. 

4. Improve Housing Conditions 
5. Improve Housing Services 
6. Implement the Housing Revenue 

Account Business Plan 
7. Deliver Efficiency Savings from 

Housing Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The priorities  outlined above are challenging not least because of the unique 
character of our city, recent and proposed changes to legislation and the 
adverse economic climate in which we are working. 
. 
To enable Oxford City Council to achieve its plans for housing in the City each 
of the objectives is underpinned by a series of action points. The proposed 
actions have been decided through consultation with councillors, members of 
the public, local housing providers and staff. 
 
More information 
 The documents relating to this Strategy can be accessed by clicking the links 
provided. 
More information is available in the Housing Strategy which is available to 
download from the consultation home page 
www.oxford.gov/drafthousingstrategysurvey  
 
And by contacting the Housing Strategy team by 
emailstrategic.consultation@oxford.gov.uk  
 
Have your say 
 
If you have any comments about the draft Housing Strategy we would like to 
hear your views.   
 
Closing date for our final consultation is 12 February 2012.  After this, the 
Council will consider all views made prior to adopting the final Housing 
Strategy in April 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Reports and Documents 
 
The following resources are available on the main Oxford City Council website 
via the consultation page. 
 
Draft Housing Strategy 2008/2011 PDF 
Consultation Questionnaire (Nov – Jan 2010) 
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