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Oxford Strategic Partnership Steering Group 

 
Draft Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th March 2013, 10.00am 

at Oxford Town Hall, St Aldate’s, Oxford 
 
Steering Group Attendees:  
Jackie Wilderspin, NHS Oxfordshire (Chair)  
Alison Baxter, Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action (OCVA) 
Debbie Dance, Oxford Preservation Trust  
Susi Golding, Visit Oxfordshire  
Anne Gwinnett, Oxford Brookes University  
Sebastian Johnson, Oxford City Council 
Robert Kirtland, Critchleys and ProOxford Group  
Cllr Bob Price, Oxford City Council  
Cllr Rodney Rose, Oxfordshire County Council  
Peter Sloman, Oxford City Council  
Cllr John Tanner, Oxford City Council  
  
Additional Attendees:  
Phil Clare, University of Oxford  
Michael Crofton-Briggs, Oxford City Council  
David Edwards, Oxford City Council  
Cllr Jean Fooks, Oxford City Council 
Val Johnson, Oxford City Council  
Margaret Ounsley, University of Oxford  
Sadie Paige, Oxford City Council 
Maggie Scott, Oxfordshire County Council 
Michael Redley, University of Oxford 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
 

Apologies were received from: 
Members 
Christian Bunt, Thames Valley Police 
Cllr Ian Hudspeth, Oxfordshire County Council  
Michael Sibly, University of Oxford  
 
Officers 
Anna Wright, Oxford City Council  
Rachel Coney, Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group  
 
Due to National Health Service reforms, this was Jackie Wilderspin’s last meeting 
representing NHS Oxfordshire. The meeting agreed that it would be beneficial to have a 
Public Health representative as well as an Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group 
(OCCG) representative. It was agreed that Rachel Coney would be invited to represent the 
OCCG and Jackie to continue as the public health rep. It was agreed to invite Rachel Coney 
to provide an overview of the work of the OCCG at a future meeting. 
Jackie was invited and agreed to chair the Partnership for a further 12 months. 
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2. Minutes of the last meeting held on 17th January 2013 were agreed as a correct 
record.  
 
3. Matters Arising 
3.1   Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) Update  
Cllr Bob Price gave a verbal update on the LEP. Key areas covered included: 

 Business advice re-tender, new business hub website (access to wide range of business 
information - new commission); 

 LEP budget for 2013/4 being worked up and  includes a request for a new post – LEP 
Director;  

 Bids for Regional Growth Funds have been received: the Magnet, new investment hub at 
Harwell, Service Leavers’ Support, and the Bio Park at Milton Park. 

 
A number of issues were discussed with respect to: public consultation and engagement of 
key developments in the city, and the balance between maintaining economic growth and 
maintaining the city environment; and how all the organisations on the OSP and the OSP 
collectively should communicate effectively with local communities and residents  

 
3.2 Urban Broadband Fund Bid Update 
Sebastian Johnson presented the key points from his paper, and noted that an update on 
State Aid and other project challenges will be provided at the next OSP meeting. Sebastian 
will seek guidance from Broadband Delivery UK on the availability of vouchers for the 
voluntary sector. 
 
3.3  Educational Attainment Update 

Val Johnson provided a verbal update, key points: 

 Oxford schools and universities consortium has been launched, with good feedback 
so far; 

 Now providing support to embed, monitor and evaluate programme; 

 City council is developing a Youth Ambition Programme and a draft consultation 
document will be available in April. 

There has been close liaison with Children, Education and Families services at the County 
Council. It was agreed that a paper would come to a future meeting that covers the work 
done on careers advice, skills development and apprenticeships. 
 
 
4. City Deal Update 
David Edwards provided an update on the Oxford and Oxfordshire City Deal, with the 
following key points: 

 The City Deal bid was successful and received positive feedback. 

 Details of the Core Package will be published by the Cabinet Office in late March 

 Further updates will be provided at future OSP meetings. 
 
5. Economic Growth Strategy for Oxford 
 
Michael Crofton-Briggs provided an update on the development of an action plan for the 
Economic Growth Strategy. The City Council has considered the recommendations for action 
in the Strategy and a paper recommending actions and resources to be led by the City 
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Council will be going to the City Council’s Executive Board.  The City Council has agreed a 
budget of £150k to support additional economic development work.  
 
It was agreed that work will be undertaken with all partners to develop this further and a draft 
action plan will be presented to the next OSP meeting 
 

6. ESOL in Oxford 
Val Johnson presented a paper (co-written with Alison Baxter). It was proposed that £10k 
from the LAA fund still available to the OSP could be used to take this work forward and 
implement the recommendations. 
It was agreed that a proposal setting out actions and funding requirements be circulated to 
OSP members for comment. 
Note: since this discussion it has been agreed that OCVA will do some further research and 
a full proposal will be brought to the next OSP meeting.  
 

7. Engagement and Participation Update 
Val Johnson reported that the interviews by the consultants with OSP members have been 
completed, and the results will be used to shape the agenda for a workshop to be held on 
16th April 2013. Invitees are the OSP steering group members plus up to two colleagues, 
and selected community reps. There will be an opportunity to learn about best practice, and 
explore issues and barriers related to participation and engagement. 
Val will circulate the draft findings report and gather feedback prior to finalising the agenda 
for the workshop.    

 
8. OSP Communication Plan 

Jackie Wilderspin provided an overview of work that had been done on the communication 
plan noting that it will complement the partnership and engagement work. OSP members 
were invited to assist in disseminating key messages about OSP work through their own 
media and communications teams. It was noted that good communication is key to taking 
forward all the work plans of the OSP and agreed that each priority area should include a 
communication plan as part of their actions, including the Growth Strategy and City Deal. 

 
9. Forward Plan and future agenda items  

The forward plan was agreed. 
 

10.  Any Other Business and Future Meeting Dates 
 
There were no AOB items. 
Future meeting dates are as follows (all from 10.00am – 12.00midday followed by a sandwich 
lunch): 

 Thursday 16th May 2013 

 Thursday 18th July 2013 

 Thursday 19th September 2013 

 Thursday 14th November 2013 

 Thursday 16th January 2014 

 Thursday 20th March 2014 
 
The meeting finished at 12.12pm 


