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Oxford Strategic Partnership Steering Group 
 

Draft Minutes of the meeting held on 17th July 2014, 10am 
JHB Building - Executive Suite, Brookes University  

 
Attendees:  
Anne Augustine, Low Carbon Oxford  
Ian Brooke, Oxford City Council (for youth services item) 
Jennifer Carr, Oxford City Council (for LCO item) 
Michael Crofton-Briggs, Oxford City Council 
Cllr Jean Fooks, Oxford City Council  
Anne Gwinnett, Oxford Brookes University (Vice Chair) 
Barbara Hammond, Low Carbon Oxford (for LCO item) 
Robert Hetherington, Oxford City Council 
Cllr Ian Hudspeth, Oxfordshire County Council (until 11.35am) 
Jennifer Hurst, University of Oxford 
Giles Ingram, Experience Oxfordshire 
Sebastian Johnson, Oxford City Council 
Val Johnson, Oxford City Council  
Tan Lea, Oxfordshire County Council (for youth services item) 
Kathrin Luddecke, Oxford City Council 
Margaret Ounsley, University of Oxford  
Cllr Bob Price, Oxford City Council 
Peter Reynolds, City of Oxford College (for Ian Francis) 
Paul Robinson, Oxford City Council (for LCO item) 
Maggie Scott, Oxfordshire County Council (until 11.35am) 
Michael Sibly, University of Oxford  
Peter Sloman, Oxford City Council 
Cllr John Tanner, Oxford City Council 
Peter Thompson, Oxford Civic Society 
Jackie Wilderspin, Oxfordshire County Council (Chair) 
 
Apologies: 
Christian Bunt, Thames Valley Police 
Phil Clare, University of Oxford 

Debbie Dance, Oxford Preservation Trust  
David Edwards, Oxford City Council  
Ian Francis, City of Oxford College 
Robert Kirtland, Critchleys and ProOxford 
Catherine Mountford, Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group 
Kathy Shaw, Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action (OCVA) 
 

1. Welcome, apologies and announcements 
The chair explained that item 6 on youth services had been moved up the agenda, and would 
be taken straight after items 2 and 3. 
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Anne Gwinnett, Director of Corporate Affairs, welcomed attendees to Oxford Brookes 
University, celebrating its 150th anniversary in 2015 since being founded as the Oxford School 
of Art, and the award-winning John Henry Brookes Building. She gave an overview of key 
principles of work at the university, with examples for each: 

 Connecting – e.g. the Oxford Academic Health Sciences Centre, Cultural & Creative 
Partnerships 

 Research with a tangible impact – e.g. on low carbon, electronic bikes 

 Students – e.g. accounting for the community (with OCVA), working with students at 
the Oxford Academy 

 Social entrepreneurship – e.g. funding opportunities. 
 
2. Minutes of the last meeting held on 19th May 2014  
The minutes were agreed as a correct record (paper 1). The Oxfordshire County Council 
presentation given at the Oxfordshire Strategic Partnership referred to under item 4 of the 
minutes is available here (note figures predate the recent Strategic Housing Market 
Assessment). 

 
3. Matters arising/ short updates 
1. Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and City Deal - update  

Bob Price highlighted key points in addition to the written update on LEP activities and City 
Deal progress circulated before the meeting (Paper 2; www.oxfordshirelep.org.uk). He 
noted the growth fund allocations of over £100m for the area announced recently. These 
include: 

 contribution to Western Conveyance flood relief scheme, which can now proceed 

 development of Churchill Site with Headington traffic management improvements 

 funding for the City of Oxford College’s Blackbird Leys campus, important for both 
regeneration and skills agenda 

 connectivity from the city to Harwell, Culham as well as access to key growth areas 
through the spine from Bicester to Didcot. 

  
Ian Hudspeth stressed the importance of accessing this funding which all parties had 
agreed will continue after the general 2015 election, through co-operation between 
partners. He invited partners to take part in the Connecting Oxfordshire programme of 
events, looking to develop a seamless transport system for the county. The final public 
event will take place in Oxford on Wednesday, 23th July, at County Hall from 7-8.30pm. 
  
The LEP has produced a first statement of its comprehensive support offer and activities, 
all of which is available at www.oxfordshirebusinesssupport.co.uk.  

 
2.  OSP draft Annual Report 2013/14 

Jackie Wilderspin introduced the draft annual report for 2013-14, inviting comments from 
partners to agree the final version for publication. It was agreed that: 

 the draft be re-circulated to members for feedback 

 a plan be developed for communicating the partnership’s achievements more 
widely, including opportunities for work streams to highlight their work 

 an executive summary of the report be drafted, e.g. to take back into partner 
organisations. 

  

http://prezi.com/xks2f5tfp6gq/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share
http://www.oxfordshirelep.org.uk/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/connectingoxfordshire
http://www.oxfordshirebusinesssupport.co.uk/
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3. Other matters arising 
Bob Price thanked partners who took part in the recent LGA Peer Review. The written 
report has not yet been received. Feedback was that services are good and delivery 
efficient yet a more coherent view of what the city is aiming to be could be developed. The 
OSP could help develop a clearer notion of what Oxford should be like as a place, and 
how what we are aiming to achieve through different strands of work contributes towards 
that. 

 
4. Youth Services – update 
Tan Lea, Early Intervention Manager, Central and Southern Hubs (Youth Lead),  
Education and Early Intervention Service, Oxfordshire County Council, and Ian Brooke, Head 
of Service, Leisure, Parks & Communities, Oxford City Council, gave a joint presentation of 
progress with this programme of work under the Stronger Communities priority. 
 
The presentation will be available on the OSP website; key points to note are: 

 The County Council’s approach since 2011 has been needs-based, looking to 
understand what lies behind the data, thinking about a child’s life journey and taking a 
whole family approach 

 This includes youth services as part of Early Intervention, soon to be extended to 
children’s social care and the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) arrangements 

 The City Council’s Youth Ambition programme launched in April 2013 – its Partnership 
Board, chaired by the Head of Oxford Spires Academy, involves young people, the 
voluntary, business and skills sectors 

 Joint county and city management team meetings are taking place twice a year and a 
partnership agreement is about to be signed (covering information sharing, quality 
standards, commissioning, common pathways and single offer) 

 Youth involvement is key – projects developed include an app that pulls together 
information from a range of websites, young people forums in regeneration areas and 
a reward system for engagement in positive activities 

 Also using new technologies to track engagement and progress of young people, 
impacts of sessions on key outcomes, measuring benefits against investment. 

 
OSP members thanked Tan and Ian and acknowledged the improvements already made. 
They took the opportunity to ask questions, in particular on outcomes: 

 Ian referred to long term outcomes affecting young people’s life journeys over 10-15 
years, e.g. building their confidence, positive health outcomes – often achievable with 
simple interventions like a phone call to help someone get to work on time 

 Tan mentioned learning from the Thriving Families programme to be extended to 2020, 
which focuses on three key outcomes (education, offending, employment within 
family), with 65% of families identified in the county turned around so far 

 She also noted the recent introduction of the ‘Outcomes Star’ methodology to track 
progress on ‘softer’ issues, in addition to other KPIs, with 91% of young people 
showing improvements at the second point of reading. 

 
A question was raised about any potential relation between schools with a higher rate of 
persistent absence and turnover of teaching staff. Tan offered to ask colleagues to check. 
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5. Low Carbon Oxford Week – report back 
Anne Augustine, Programme Manager, Low Carbon Oxford, and Jenny Carr, Sustainable 
Energy Officer, Oxford City Council presented an overview of this week, which had received 
funding from the OSP as well as support from partners around the room. Anne also thanked 
the City Council for allowing Jenny to work on the project. 
 
The presentation will be available on the OSP website; the video shown is on the LCO 
website www.lcoweek.org. Key points from the discussion are: 

 Low Carbon Oxford Week steering committee developed KPIs (requested by the 
OSP): it was suggested adding a KPI around reaching new people each year 

 Partners support holding a similar event next year – it was agreed to try and involve 
schools more, though difficult for them and university students taking part in June 

 It was noted that much of the low carbon work is complementary to the economic 
growth agenda. The soon to be published report by LCO and the University of Oxford’s 
Environmental Change Institute (ECI) on local opportunities for low-carbon investment 
is being taken to the Economic Growth Steering Group in September. 

 With respect to funding next year’s LCO week, it was suggested that a request for 
funding be considered once the OSP budget for 2015/16 has been finalised, which 
should be by the end of the year. 

 
6. Economic Growth Steering Group – update 
Bob Price gave an update on the work of the Oxford Economic Steering Group, including 
delivery of the Economic Growth Strategy Action Plan; see paper 4 with annexes 1, 2 which 
was agreed. The narrative about the city’s economy has been successful in engaging people 
and highlighted three key points: 

1. The strategy itself will be reviewed and refreshed, due to recent changes – noted the 
issues around housing and employment land acting as a brake on economic 
development 

2. As recommended by advisers from the LGA, engagement with the variety of business 
in different sectors is being developed 

3. Smart City initiatives are a key area for development, capitalising on the expertise in 
the universities and looking to transfer these to other cities around the world. 

 
Sebastian Johnson noted work with the Oxfordshire Social Enterprise Partnership and Oxford 
Academic Health Science Network, which were to join the steering group. 
  
7. Forward Plan and future agenda items 
The draft OSP forward plan had been circulated with the agenda. It was agreed that more 
time for discussion and debate around key topics at future meetings would be useful. The 
OSP chair and manager will consider this in developing future agendas and the forward plan. 
The issue of housing is an important topic in its own right and will be an agenda item for 
discussion and debate at the next meeting.  
 
The chair asked members to ensure future meeting dates now set for 2015/16 are in diaries; 
please contact Kathrin Luddecke with any offers of venues for the future: 
 

 Thursday 18th September 2014, 10.00 – 12.00 (Story Museum, Pembroke Street)    

 Thursday 13th November 2014, 10.00 – 12.00  (City of Oxford College, Oxpens Road)     

http://www.lcoweek.org/


Paper 1 Draft OSP minutes for meeting held on 17/07/14. 

 

Page 5 of 5 

 Note change of date and time: Thursday 22nd January 2015, 14.00 – 16.00 (The Old 
Museum, Town Hall) 

 Thursday 12 March 2015, 10am-12noon 

 Thursday 14 May 2015, 10am-12noon 

 Thursday 9 July 2015, 10am-12noon 

 Thursday 10 September 2015, 10am-12noon 

 Thursday 19 November 2015, 10am-12noon 

 Thursday 28 January 2016, 10am-12noon. 
 
8. Any other business 

1. Achievement: Safe University City 
Christian Bunt had asked partners to note a recent article in the Oxford Mail, which shows 
Oxford as one of the safest university cities in the UK – a huge achievement, considering the 
size of the two universities, which reflects a lot of partnership working: 
www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/11298002.Universities_are_among_the_most_crime_free_in_UK  
 

2. City Council Awards 
The City Council were congratulated on being named as the “Best Achieving Council” at the 
recent Municipal Journal Achievement Awards.  Bob Price also reported that the City Council 
had achieved Investors in People Gold Standard and Customer Services Excellence. 
 

3. Showcasing Conference Venues 
Experience Oxfordshire will be holding an event showcasing conference venues, arts and 
cultural opportunities on 13th August; for more information see 
www.meetoxfordshire.com/destination_showcase.aspx. 
 

4. Handover of OSP chair 
Jackie Wilderspin formally stood down as Chair and welcomed Anne Gwinnett to the role. 
 
Bob Price thanked Jackie on behalf of the partnership, pointing out that she had joined at its 
7th meeting, today’s being the 66th. As chair over the last six years, to the day, she had taken 
a very positive and inclusive approach, focusing on working together and encouraging the 
partnership to focus on and prioritise areas for improvement, leading to a number of current 
work streams being established. Jackie replied saying it had been a privilege chairing the 
partnership. She will remain a member of the partnership and will continue to lead the 
Stronger Communities working group and was pleased to accept Anne’s invitation to be her 
vice chair. 
 
Anne Gwinnett and Oxford Brookes University were thanked for their hospitality, including a 
tour of the John Henry Brookes Building offered after the meeting. 
 
Meeting closed 12pm. 

http://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/11298002.Universities_are_among_the_most_crime_free_in_UK
http://www.meetoxfordshire.com/destination_showcase.aspx

