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OSP Briefing, 10th September 2015 - US Embassy’s ‘Beyond London’ Outreach Programme  
 

1. Purpose:  
 
To advise OSP Members of the aims of the programme, its progress to date, and request 
further input on realising the opportunities it presents. 
 

2. Introduction to the ‘Beyond London’ programme 
 
‘Beyond London’ is an open-ended US Embassy led initiative, focused on building 
connections with and increasing the US Embassy’s understanding of the UK cities and towns 
outside London. The Embassy has numerous teams made up of both American diplomats 
and local staff connecting with people across the United Kingdom. Oxford is one such city 
selected for the programme and visits are expected to take place regularly. The 
programme’s primary aims include: 
 

 In the context of Oxford, the Embassy’s stated aim is to go beyond common 
knowledge of Oxford. The lead contact from the Embassy stated that they want to 
get to know the leaders, thinkers and ‘up-comers’; to understand what life is like for 
residents; and through this to contribute to their over-arching aim of building on the 
‘special relationship’ between the US and UK in a tailored way.  

 Talent scouting and propagating wider informal ownership of the special relationship 
by tapping into a wider pool of ‘diplomats’ - not diplomats in the traditional sense, 
but essentially a range of contacts made through the programme, who can create 
new links with the US in their own field. 

 Linked to the above, a rise in nominations for the US’s flagship International Visitor 
Leadership Program (IVLP) coming from outside London. This is a project which helps 
young, mid-career-level Britons with outstanding potential to learn in the US, across 
a range of fields, including; 

o Global Economic Cooperation and Revitalization 
o Entrepreneurship & Small Business Development 
o Tourism and Economic Development 
o Current U.S. Social, Political, and Economic Issues for Young European 

Leaders  
o State & Local Governments 
o The Role of Public-Private Partnerships in Restructuring Economies. 

 The Ambassador, Matthew Barzun has stated that his highest priority is talking to 
students from sixth-form colleges, those future voters for whom Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars are defining international events. Each session includes a survey of 
students’ views on the US, the special relationship, and foreign policy issues, both 
positive and negative.  

 
3. Progress to date 

 
The first formal visit took place on April 27th 2015, attended by four senior/mid-level 
representatives of the Embassy, possessing a range of skills, expertise and interests, all 
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having studied or lived in Oxford briefly. Their backgrounds ranged from property, logistics, 
IT, procurement, public affairs, management, law and bio-sciences.  
 
A joined up response was achieved by University of Oxford, Oxford Brookes University and 
Oxford City Council working together and coordinating a day long programme linked to the 
interests and skill-sets of the visitors where they align with our own aims. The aim was also 
to set the scene in terms of understanding of place, to create an opportunity for wider 
dialogue as the relationship develops. 
 
The City Council hosted the morning and highlighted strategic focus of the city through Anne 
Gwinnet as Chair of OSP. The city’s socio-economic trends, challenges and opportunities for 
growth and inward investment were discussed by Cllr Bob Price and Officers as part of a 
roundtable discussion. This was followed by: 
 

 A city centre tour hosted by the Town Team, highlighting regeneration plans 

 A working lunch with representatives of Smart Oxford at Rhodes House 
followed by: 

 Research presentations from graduate students at the Centre for Doctoral Training in 
Cyber Security  

 An introduction to the Thames Valley Country Houses Partnership & manuscript 
handling at the Weston Library, and 

 A tour of the Launchpad at Said Business School & meeting with the Dean.  
 
These elements were all intended to provide an introduction to the city, its challenges, 
opportunities and strengths, in order to develop links for further follow up. Wider partners 
such as the LEP, private sector and County Council were also involved at various relevant 
points during the day. 
 
Opportunities identified for further follow up included; 
  

 Smart City links, both with cities and potential inward investors 

 Efforts to support business relationships further (networking, knowledge transfer 
and procurement through the Embassy) 

 Tourism promotion – The potential to pursue links between Experience Oxfordshire 
and the Embassy’s Community Liaison Office 

 Support with advising on US filming projects 

 Potentially, leadership programme recruitment related to entrepreneurship, 
economic development and land use planning. 

 Help with visas for student who want to work in the USA 

 Several areas of overlap between university research and Embassy interests (cyber 
security, use of archives and collections, efficiencies in managing a large residential 
estate) 
 

Following the first visit, The US Ambassador himself, with other Embassy guests, will be 
visiting Oxford this autumn. The key themes of the visit are school engagement, partnership 
working, high technology applications, and social entrepreneurship. With these elements in 
mind Oxford Brookes University, University of Oxford and Oxford City Council have jointly 
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developed this proposed programme for the visit.  A welcome party will include Vice 
Chancellor and colleagues from Oxford Brookes University, the Pro Vice Chancellor for 
Research and Innovation and representatives from University of Oxford, Oxford City Council, 
Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership, and local MP.  There will be an opportunity for the 
Ambassador and his team to meet with growing high tech businesses, as well as academics 
and students engaged in high tech developments and/or enterprise ventures, and with 
social enterprises. With regard to the latter, the Skoll Centre of Social Entrepreneurship and 
Oxfordshire Social Enterprise Partnership will be a key feature of the visit. 
 

4. Future Direction 
 
The programme is in its early stages. Arrangements for a further visit by the original team 
are being discussed, with timing aimed for late October / early November.  This will be the 
third visit attached to this programme.  Whilst some elements of the schedule have already 
been agreed (including a school visit), there is flexibility to shape the rest of the agenda to 
pick up on particular areas of interest that might be identified through the Ambassador’s 
visit or other conversations.   
 
As with all initiatives of this nature, maintaining the relationship and following up 
opportunities fully will be important to future success. 
 
As such, it will be useful now to get OSP members’ views, at the meeting or thereafter, on 
the future direction the OSP might take, in a joined up way, to maximise the benefit of the 
Outreach Programme. 
 
OSP Members are encouraged to suggest further activity and strategic focus for the Beyond 
London Programme, in-line with the wider aims of the programme and OSP’s agenda and 
priorities. 


