
 
Oxford Strategic Partnership (OSP) Education Attainment Working Group 
Notes of the meeting held on Friday 5rd June 2015 
 
Present: Anne Gwinnett (Chair), Cllr Bob Price, Roy Leach, Terry Watts, David 
Edwards, Rebecca Matthews, Val Johnson (notes). 
 
Apologies: Jackie Wilderspin, Debbie McGregor 
  

1. Notes and Matters arising from the meeting held on 27th April 
The notes of the meeting were discussed and there were a number of matters 
arising. These are set out below, alongside the discussion on the agenda items. 
 

2. The county council proposals for working with schools and academies 
A public consultation paper has been circulated. The deadline for responses is 
today. So far responses have been relatively low.  
 
This will be a county-wide partnership but commissioning can include various 
geographical areas and different numbers of schools and types of organisation. The 
commissioning will be overseen by the Strategic Schools Partnership Education 
Commissioning Shadow Board and there will be an Operational Board to support it. 
Val Johnson was invited to attend the Strategic Board meeting to be held on 3rd June 
2015 and will attend future meetings. 
 
There is @ £160K in the Local Authority budget for this work. Schools will also be 
expected to contribute. 
 

3. Sharing best practice and teaching skills 
A report of the Leadership Programme, supported by the City Council Education 
Attainment Programme, has now been completed. 
 
Action: Val will circulate the report to the group.  
 
Action: Val and Anne should discuss taking this work forward with Debbie McGregor 
who has previously worked with the Leadership Group on behalf of the City Council. 
 
Action: Val to circulate the findings of the Ethnographic Research undertaken 
recently with the secondary schools (due to be completed shortly). 
 

4. Shared Equity Housing Scheme 
The scheme has now been broadened out in scope to encourage an increase in take 
up. City Council and Catalyst Housing Association staff are in the process of 
promoting the scheme to schools.  
 
There was some debate as to whether there was evidence that affordable housing is 
the main barrier to teacher recruitment and retention.  The County Council are 
looking to commission Oxford University to do some work on teacher recruitment 
and retention.   
 



Action: Val to circulate the scoping document for the University of Oxford work once 
it is finalised. 
 
Action: David Edwards to report on progress of the Shared Equity Scheme in 6 
months. 
 

5. The role of Further Education 
There are significant changes in the way that further education is being funded and a 
reduction in the level of funding available. There is a lack of coordination across 
schools, FE and universities. Oxford City College is looking to develop a new model 
of working in collaboration with the Academy. The aim will be to link students into the 
most appropriate courses to meet their need, be it academic studies or vocational 
training.   
 
The college would like to build upon the opportunities at the Blackbird Leys site, with 
regard to their STEM and Construction Skills Programes. There may also be links 
with other agencies on Blackbird Leys, including the Leisure Centre. 
 
Action: Val to introduce Terry Watts to Ian Brooke, Head of Leisure Services at the 
City Council. 
 

6. Support from Higher Education 
There are a number of ways in which Higher Education organisations can develop 
raised aspiration, for example through their widening participation programmes, 
research and  teacher training programmes. 
 

7. Teach First 
Anne has been in contact with the Teach First Programme. They are unable to 
support Oxfordshire in the Programme for 2015-16 but discussions are continuing 
with regard to 2016-17. There are a few issues that require further consideration.   
 
Action: Rebecca to be involved with the further discussions with Teach First.. 
 

8. Involving school heads and governors 
There was a general discussion about how to involve schools and governors in our 
work. There was a proposal that we might want to hold a symposium but it was 
agreed that this was too soon in our thinking. This would be considered once the 
Strategic Schools Partnership Commissioning model has been agreed and we are 
clearer about how we could best support raising attainment in the city. 
 

9. Conclusions and next steps 
Action: Val to compile a draft list of groups with an interest/ role in raising education 
attainment (on a county wide basis) and to circulate to the group for 
comment/additions. 
  
It was agreed that there should be another meeting of this group, to after 15th July 
2015. 
 
 
 


