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GENERAL ADVICE

For advice on making a comment, please see the accompanying notes page. It is
also available at www.oxford.gov.uk/oxford-local-plan-2045

When completing the form,

eYou only need to complete Part A once

eUse Part B to make your specific comments. You may complete Part B multiple times
to comment on different parts of the Oxford Local Plan 2045.

eCover concisely all the information and evidence you feel supports or

justifies your view, as this will normally be your only opportunity to tell us about it.

*Be as precise as possible.

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS

Please submit completed forms by email or post to:
planningpolicy@oxford.gov.uk

Planning Policy Team
Oxford City Council
Town Hall

St Aldate’s

Oxford

OX1 1BX

If you have any questions please feel free to get in touch with the Planning Policy Team
T: 01865 252847

planningpolicy@oxford.gov.uk

www.oxford.gov.uk/localplan2040

Please ensure your comments reach us by 4.00pm on Friday 13t March 2026.
Thank you for participating.
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DETAILS OF YOUR COMMENT

Part B

Please read the accompanying notes before completing Part B. The notes
explain what we mean by soundness and legal compliance. These are
guestions that we are expected to ask consultees.

Q1. Which part of the document do you wish to comment on? (please give the relevant

paragraph or policy number)

Paragraph

Policy Number

Q2. Do you consider that the document:

(a) is legally compliant?

(b) is sound?

Policies Map

Sustainability Appraisal

OYes ONo
QvYes EGNo
(@) (@)

Q3. Do you consider that the document is unsound because it is not: (tick as appropriate)

(a) positively prepared?

(b) justified?

v

(c) effective?

(d) consistent with national policy?

Q4. Please tell us below why you consider the document to be unsound or not legally
compliant. If you do believe the document is sound or legally compliant, or complies you

may use the box to explain why.

The attached document refers to the methodology of public consultation.

Please use an extra sheet if completing a paper copy.
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Q5. What change(s) do you consider necessary to make the document sound or legally
compliant? Please explain why this change will achieve soundness or legal compliance.
It would be helpful if you could suggest revised wording for the policy or text in question.

Repeat the consultation process.

Please use an extra sheet if completing a paper copy.

This is the end of the comment form



154.1 - General plan/consultation comment - Unsound - Not positively prepared

The Draft Oxford Local Plan 2045 is ‘Unsound’

The Draft Local Plan is ‘Unsound’ because its ‘public consultation’ which
should have been designed to ask people’s views of the proposed policies
instead, by misleading wording, led people to agree to a policy which, had it
been expressed more clearly, they would never have agreed to.

Background

The people of Oxford love their green spaces. Green space is one of the
reasons people cite for enjoying living in Oxford and coming to work here in
the new labs, colleges and other places of employment.

Local residents support their green spaces with positive action, working on
them on a voluntary basis. There are numerous ‘Friends of’ groups which
help look after and enhance our parks eg Friends of Bury Knowle Park,
Friends of Cutteslowe Park, our nature reserves eg Friends of Lye Valley,
Friends of Raleigh Park, Friends of Chilswell Valley, Friends of Meadow
Lane Nature Park, Friends of Warneford Meadow, our closed churchyards
eg Friends of St Mary and John Churchyard as well as Neighbourhood
groups who guard their green spaces fiercely eg Friends of Old Headington,
Friends of Quarry, Divinity Road Residents’ Association. In addition there
are around 30 allotment sites which have for years been managed
voluntarily by their members — unlike many cities where they are Council
managed.

In fact, when Headington Neighbourhood Forum conducted a survey - the
most thorough ever conducted in Headington, and possibly in the whole of
Oxford, to make a valid foundation for the Headington Neighbourhood Plan,
the issue which received the most support —way above Transport, Housing
or Education was:

Conserve Green Spaces, and increase biodiversity and public access.

So public support for conserving and enhancing green spacesin
Oxford cannot be doubted.

The Flawed Oxford City Council’s Public Consultation Survey

The Council published two on-line surveys. One was a ‘short’ or ‘quick’
survey, presumably intended to appeal to people without the time to
plough through detailed paperwork. The other was longer. The short



survey, coloured orange and green, was printed and dropped through
residents’ doors.

Under the heading, 'Taking Care of our Environment.' It states:

‘We are protecting our important green spaces and features’ and then asks
how strongly people agree with this approach. Given the local affection for
green spaces, who could disagree? What it does NOT make clear is that
the Council is not referring to all our green spaces, so important for the
mental and physical well-being of people. Itis referring only to the green
spaces the Council considers important, specifically those they are
legally obliged retain like SSSIs, SACs etc. The rest are unprotected and
presumably available for development should the Council wish to do so, on
the pretext that the ‘need’ for development outweighs any amenity value.
This is explained in the online documentation.

This survey question is deliberately misleading. It asks people to
endorse a Local Plan policy which they would almost certainly reject if
they knew what it really meant.

This is undemocratic and unethical and casts into doubt the value of the
whole ‘public consultation ¢ with it’s strident cry, ¢ Let us have your views.’

In short, the draft 2042 Local Plan is unsound owing to the faulty process of
Public Consultation which underpins it.

H Armitage

Images of the Headington forum Questionnaire and the Council’s First
Draft Local Plan Consultation questionnaire are attached.
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The Plan has three overarching objectives which guide policy making throughout
the Nelghbourhood Plan process. These are:

1. Improving the quality of life for residents, workers and students

2. Establishing and promoting an identity which embraces the diverse

nature of Headington
3. Fostering beneficial development

What next?

We have been working hard to understand the issues in Headington by talking to
the local community, and collecting information about housing, jobs, open spaces,

transport, businesses and facilities.
Eor more on all these Issues visit the Forum's webite HeadingtonPlan.org.uk
or use this quick link: http://tinyurl.com/hplanissues

The Census and Local Plan help to form a ‘rich picture’ of Headington. Using this
information, six Policy Groups made up of Headington residents, have set out
what they consider to be some of the important issues for the local community

For example:
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Please rate each of tha issues

h{}.:f}'\lr' h'*f ﬂ-’ﬂi-‘”E 3 SCOTE | 1-51In
the box. (1 is low importancea, 3
is high importance)
EDUCATION IN HEADINGTON e |
increase number of places in schools i .
. I
v Bring providers together in order to raise educational attainment |
Enhance provision of training and development, and apprenticeships |
—
CHARACTER & IDENTITY OF HEADINGTON —
Strengthen Headington’s distinctive identity to foster a sense of community. |
identify and develop the special characteristics of different distrcts [ |
i i
Balance conservation and innovation within planning and development L%

AMENITIES & GREEN SPACES IN HEADINGTON

Conserve Green Spaces, and increase biodiversity and public access.

Increase access to cultural & sports facilities in private and public ownership

OO0

Provide a community and cultural centre in central Headington.

TRANSPORT IN HEADINGTON
Reduce congestion by facilitating cycling, walking and car sharing.

Reduce through traffic and speeds in residential streets.

Reduce traffic noise and improve air quality.

RETAIL & BUSINESS IN HEADINGTON
1 Improve provision of parking to encourage shopping.

Strengthen the local shopping identity.

e ©
Encourage retail variety.

HOUSING IN HEADINGTON

Provide housing mix apd tenures to meet specific social needs.
Ensure that Houses in Multiple Occupation comply with regulations.
Build housing appropriate to the local character.




Headington gy, Headington

Neighbourhooad Forum 53
Issues Consultation

This document sets out our suggested ‘Issues and Options’ which we

” hope will prompt local residents, workers, students, businesses and

_ jnstitutions to consider what are the most important issues, and try to

"“'"Hu\tifv how we solve them, Since April 2012, local communities have

W\e&n able to take a lead in the future planning of their area through
the preparation of neighbourhood plans.

Headington
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Plan area was
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approved by
Oxford City
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