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150 – Neville Creed  Q4 and Q5 Readable responses 
 
Q4: 
 
I consider the policy SPE14: Ruskin Field not to be sound because it is contrary to 
policy S1 c,f,g,h,i, and j: Ruskin Fields lie in the Old Headington Conservation Area 
and they are included because they are a vital element in the Conservation Area - 
not spare land to be squandered for short-term gain. The green fields provide a 
crucial contribution to the character of the unusual village setting within the ring road 
and provide a link for wildlife between Dunstan Park to the west and the Oxford 
Preservation Trust land to the east. Development on these fields would undermine 
the environmental value and special character of the area and the council surely has 
a duty to preserve and enhance such an asset. Ruskin College has attempted to 
cash in on the value of these fields on many occasions and on every occasion it has 
been decided that development would be unsound for environmental and practical 
reasons. The reasons for rejecting the proposals have become even more crucial in 
recent years as such an oasis for nature is rare and vitally important both for the 
environment, people and history of the area. There are many more less sensitive 
locations for development in Oxfordshire.  
 
Living adjacent to the Ruskin Fields I am aware of the rich diversity of flora and 
fauna which would be lost with development. I often see Buzzards, Red Kites, 
Sparrowhawks and even the occasional Merlin which make use of the Ruskin Fields. 
Smaller birds are in abundance and increasing in variety owing to the improved 
management of Dunstan Park and Larkins Lane Field. Song thrushes, Redwings, 
Swifts, Goldcrests, Grey Wagtails as well as the more common species are particular 
beneficiaries of this land. The blackthorn and hawthorn hedgerows support the rare 
Brown Hairstreak butterfly, and Marbled White butterflies rely for their habitat on the 
fields. The fields support an unusual array of ferns and sedges which thrive as there 
are important peat deposits - particularly in the line of the proposed access road. 
These nationally important peat deposits require a wide area of green land to survive 
- they would disappear for good if this development goes ahead. 
 
Traffic congestion at the pinch points in Old Headington and Northway is a huge 
problem. I admire the council’s efforts to reduce traffic around Oxford, so it would be 
illogical for the council to allow housing to be built on this site which would obviously 
increase pressure on the already overloaded road system. There is a considerable 
quantity of new housing at Barton Park and further large-scale development being 
planned for Bayswater Brook. It would be an act of environmental vandalism to build 
on a small, sensitive site of such importance. 
 
It also seems the council stands to gain at least £750,000 by selling the access land 
to Foxwell Drive from Ruskin Fields. How can it provide a balanced decision when it 
stands to make financial gain? 
 
Policy SPE14 fails the test of a sound development in every respect and should be 
rejected. 
 
Neville Creed 

  



 
 

 
 

 
 
Q5: 
 
rejecting the proposals have become even more crucial in recent years as such an 
oasis for nature is rare and vitally important both for the environment, people and 
history of the area. I often see Buzzards, Red Kites, Sparrowhawks and even the 
occasional Merlin which make use of the Ruskin Fields. Smaller birds are in 
abundance and increasing in variety. Song thrushes, Redwings, Swifts, Goldcrests, 
Grey Wagtails as well as the more common species are particular beneficiaries of 
this land. The blackthorn and hawthorn hedgerows support the rare Brown 
Hairstreak butterfly, and Marbled White butterflies rely for their habitat on the fields. 
The fields support an unusual array of ferns and sedges which thrive as there are 
important peat deposits - particularly in the line of the proposed access road. These 
nationally important peat deposits require a wide area of green land to survive - they 
would disappear for good if this development goes ahead.Traffic congestion at the 
pinch points in Old Headington and Northway is a huge problem. It would be illogical 
for the council to allow housing to be built on this site which would obviously increase 
pressure on the already overloaded road system. It would be an act of environmental 
vandalism to build on a small, sensitive site of such importance. 
Policy SPE14 fails the test of a sound development in every respect and should be 
rejected. 
 
Neville Creed 
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