
Assets of Community Value   

 
Application Number: 25/003 

 
 
 

Nominated Asset: The Cowley Workers Social Club 

 
Site Address:  Between Towns Road, Cowley, Oxford, OX4 3LZ 

 
Ward: Cowley 

 
Applicant:  The Cowley Workers Sports & Social Club 

 
 
 

Recommendation: The Director of Planning and Regulatory Services is 

recommended to: 

1. Agree that the Nominated Asset should be confirmed as an Asset of 
Community Value 
 

2. Agree to include the asset on the City Council’s Register of Local Assets of 
Community Value Register and place the asset on the Local Land Charge 
Register. 

 

 
 

Background to Report: 

 
1. The Localism Act and the Assets of Community Value Regulations set out the 

opportunities and procedures to follow for communities wishing to identify 
assets of community value and have them listed. 

 

2. The City Council is able to list a nominated asset if, in its, opinion:   
 

An actual current use of the building or other land that is not an ancillary use 

furthers the social wellbeing or social interests of the local community; AND 

Is it realistic to think that there can continue to be non-ancillary use of the 

building or other land that will further (whether or not in the same way) the 

social wellbeing or social interests of the local community. 

 OR 

There is a time in the recent past when an actual use of the building or other 

land that was not ancillary use furthered the social wellbeing or interests of the 

local community; AND 

 



It is realistic to think that there is a time in the next five years when there could 

be non-ancillary use of the building or other land that would further (whether 

or not in the same way as before) the social wellbeing or social interests of the 

local community.  

3. These definitions have been taken from the Government’s Regulations. There 
is no national guidance as to what the key terms in these definitions mean.  It 
is for the nominating organisation in the first instance to argue why it considers 
the nominated asset meets the definition in the Regulations. 
 

4. If the owner objects to their property being placed on the List, they have a right 
in the first instance to an internal review by the City Council of this decision.  

 
Nomination 

 
5. The Cowley Workers Sports & Social Club wrote to the council on 16 

November 2025 to nominate the premises in order to extend its status for 

a further 5 years. The current nomination covers all areas of the 

premises included in the previous nomination with no changes.  The 

Club also included a copy of their Mutual Registration information which 

shows their new name as the Cowley Workers Sports & Social Club which 

was changed in 2017. 

 
6.  The Cowley Workers Social Club has argued that: 

 
• The Club has been long established in the Cowley area and has an 

active membership body. 

   

• Since the previous listing of the premises as an Asset of Community 

value in 2015 the Club has taken back control of the first floor, which 

has expanded their capacity for additional activities. 

 

• The premises have a number of bookable rooms and spaces, and 

have been the base for several community and sports activities.   

 

• The Club is also home to the local Afro Caribbean Dominos Section 

which hold games each month on a Saturday with teams coming from 

all parts of the UK.  Other users of the premises include a local 

Portuguese Church (Igreja Evangelica Santuario de Cristo) which 

hires the small upstairs room or their church services every Saturday 

evening. 

 

• The Club also hosts weddings and charity events.   

 

 

 



Response to consultation 

 
7. Oxford City Council is the landowner and the applicant is a leaseholder.  The 

council has been consulted via its Community Services Directorate, and no 
objections have been received to this nomination. 

 

 

Assessment 

 
8. The Cowley Workers Sports & Social Club is eligible to make a nomination 

as a registered charity.  

 
9.   The Regulations require the City Council to consider whether the Cowley 

Workers Social Club meets the definition of an Asset of Community Value 

as set out in section 88 of the Localism Act, i.e. in this case that it is currently 

in a use that furthers the social wellbeing or social interests of the local 

community, and also that it is realistic to think that there can continue to be 

non-ancillary use of the building or other land which will further the social 

wellbeing or social interests of the local community (whether or not in the 

same way).  

 

Whether the current use furthers the social wellbeing or social interests of the local 

community 

 
10. The Club is used by many local people and performs an important function 

as a community space. It is a place for people to meet and interact with 

others from the local area and beyond. It is a venue local people can hire 

for their own events, and the Club also runs charity events and there are 

many sports and social groups based at the Club.  The Club acts to further 

the social wellbeing and interests of the local community.  

 

Whether it is realistic to think that there can continue to be non-ancillary use of the 

building or other land which will further (whether or not in the same way) the social 

wellbeing or social interests of the local community.  
 

11. The City Council as landowner did not have any objection or 

specific comments to the nomination. It is therefore reasonable to 

assume that the Club intends continue to use the premises for 

social well-being and community interest purposes for the 

foreseeable future.  

 

 

 



Decision 

I confirm that:  

Nominated Asset:  Cowley Workers Social Club 

Site Address:   Between Towns Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 3LZ 

Should be an Asset of Community Value and included on the City Council’s 

Register of Local Assets of Community Value Register and placed on the 

Local Land Charge Register. 

 

Name: David Butler 

Title: Director of Planning and Regulation 

Signature: 

Date:  11th February 2026 

 

Background Papers:  Nomination letter, Mutual Registration information, 

sketch plans of ground and first floors. 

Contact Officer:   Arome Agamah 

Extension:    x2360 

Date:     11 February 2026 

 



Floor Plans 

 

 

 




