
Oxford Local Plan 2040 Proposed Submission Draft Comment Form-- Part B 

DETAILS OF YOUR COMMENT 

Please read the accompanying notes before completing Part B. The notes 
explain what we mean by soundness and legal compliance. These are 
questions that we are expected to ask consultees. 

Part B 
Please use a new 
Part B for each point 
you are commenting 
on.  Attach all 
completed forms to 
Part A. 

Q1. Which part of the document do you wish to comment on? (please give the relevant 
paragraph or policy number) 

Paragraph Policies Map 

Policy Number Sustainability Appraisal

Q2. Do you consider that the document: 

(a) is legally compliant?

(b) is sound?

(c) complies with the duty to co-operate?

Q3. Do you consider that the document is unsound because it is not: (tick as appropriate) 

(a) positively prepared? (c) effective?

(b) justified? (d) consistent with national policy?

Q4. Please tell us below why you consider the document to be unsound, not legally compliant 
or fails to comply with the duty to co-operate. If you do believe the document is sound, 
legally compliant, or complies with the duty to co-operate you may use the box to explain 
why. 

Please use an extra sheet if completing a paper copy. 

☐Yes ☐No

☐Yes ☐No

☐Yes ☐No



Q5. What change(s) do you consider necessary to make the document sound or legally 
compliant? Please explain why this change will achieve soundness or legal compliance. 
(Please note that non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at 
examination.)  It would be helpful if you could suggest revised wording for the policy or text 
in question. 

 Please use an extra sheet if completing a paper copy. 

This is the end of the comment form 


	DUTY TO CO-OPERATE
	LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
	SOUND
	GENERAL ADVICE
	Useful links
	http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/contents

	Paragraph: 
	Policies Map: 
	Policy Reference Number: H3
	Sustainability Appraisal: 
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	Text20: We welcome modification of this policy following your Preferred Options consultation to retain exemption from the requirement for developments within existing and proposed university  or  college  campus  sites which  is  in  the  current  Local  Plan  (policy  H2). However, the draft policy states exempted campus sites are defined in the glossary, but the term is not in the glossary. The definition needs to be included for draft policy H3 to function. 
	Text21: The draft policy states exempted campus sites are defined in the glossary, but the term is not in the glossary. The definition needs to be included for draft policy H3 to function. 

For the avoidance of doubt we are clear the exemption must include the Centre’s sites on  Marston  Road  (allocated  under  SPE1) retaining the  exemption  afforded  under current Local Plan policy H2.  This exemption was introduced at examination as without it campus developments, including the Centre’s, which are critical to delivery of the Local Plan would not be viable. Delivery of student accommodation is integral to the development of academic and institutional facilities (under draft policy H10) which is fundamental to the economic vision of the Plan. 

Financial  considerations  for  campus  developments  are  very  different  to  those  for standalone student accommodation schemes undertaken by commercial developers. Student  accommodation  provided  as  part  of  campus  developments  by  institutions, including  the  Centre,  is  often  only  marginally  viable  given  the  higher  build  costs  in providing the necessary quality of building and the responsibility to provide high quality accommodation to its students at a reasonable rent. The costs and likely returns on development are  quite  different  from  commercial  student  accommodation  schemes which have flexibility in location, design, and end rents. 

The  exemption  afforded  to  campus  developments  from  contributions  to  affordable housing is critical to the soundness of the Local Plan. The glossary definition of campus sites referred to in policy H3 must be added, and this must include the Centre’s sites, in the same manner as the current Local Plan to make the draft Local Plan sound.


