
Oxford Local Plan 2040 Proposed Submission Draft Comment Form-- Part B 

DETAILS OF YOUR COMMENT 

Please read the accompanying notes before completing Part B. The notes 
explain what we mean by soundness and legal compliance. These are 
questions that we are expected to ask consultees. 

Part B 
Please use a new 
Part B for each point 
you are commenting 
on.  Attach all 
completed forms to 
Part A. 

Q1. Which part of the document do you wish to comment on? (please give the relevant 
paragraph or policy number) 

Paragraph Policies Map 

Policy Number Sustainability Appraisal

Q2. Do you consider that the document: 

(a) is legally compliant?

(b) is sound?

(c) complies with the duty to co-operate?

Q3. Do you consider that the document is unsound because it is not: (tick as appropriate) 

(a) positively prepared? (c) effective?

(b) justified? (d) consistent with national policy?

Q4. Please tell us below why you consider the document to be unsound, not legally compliant 
or fails to comply with the duty to co-operate. If you do believe the document is sound, 
legally compliant, or complies with the duty to co-operate you may use the box to explain 
why. 

Please use an extra sheet if completing a paper copy. 

☐Yes ☐No

☐Yes ☐No

☐Yes ☐No



Q5. What change(s) do you consider necessary to make the document sound or legally 
compliant? Please explain why this change will achieve soundness or legal compliance. 
(Please note that non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at 
examination.)  It would be helpful if you could suggest revised wording for the policy or text 
in question. 

 Please use an extra sheet if completing a paper copy. 

This is the end of the comment form 


	DUTY TO CO-OPERATE
	LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
	SOUND
	GENERAL ADVICE
	Useful links
	http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/contents

	Paragraph: 4.43
	Policies Map: 
	Policy Reference Number: 
	Sustainability Appraisal: 
	Is Plan legally compliant?: No
	Is Plan sound?: No
	Is Plan compliant with duty to cooperate?: No
	Not positively prepared?: Yes
	Not justified?: Off
	Not effective?: Yes
	Not consistent with national policy?: Off
	Text20: See our representations on the Duty to Co-operate set out in response to para 2.3 of the Local Plan, which also applies to paragraph 4.43.



Paragraph 4.43 mentions the Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme (OFAS) as being a partnership project led by the Environment Agency which will reduce flood risk from the River Thames to existing businesses, residential properties, major roads and the railway development particularly at risk from flooding in the Botley and Abingdon Roads area. 



The Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme is subject to determination of a planning and Compulsory Purchase Order inquiry commencing on 14th November 2023. The overall aim of the OFAS is to reduce the flood risk to homes and businesses to the west and south of the city of Oxford. It will also provide greater flood protection for key local infrastructure, principally the Botley Road, Abingdon Road and main railway line which runs through Oxford. It will also improve the resilience of key utility services in the city including the sewer network and electricity supply and make them less vulnerable to disruption in future floods.  



The scheme involves the construction of a new river channel, between the A34 to the west and the railway to the east, to the west of Oxford city centre. The channel will extend for a length of approximately 5km, south-easterly from the confluence of the Botley and Seacourt Streams lying approximately 0.6km north of Botley Road, to just south of Kennington.



It is understood that the OFASs overall purpose is to reduce flood risk to the benefit of existing properties and infrastructure in the City rather than open up areas for new housing development. Therefore the proposed construction of the OFAS is not used within the HELAA as the basis to bring potential land into scope as suitable housing sites. 



Given the benefit in reducing fluvial flood risk that the implementation of the OFAS works would provide during the Local Plan: 2040 period it is questioned as to whether a more positive approach could be taken to unlocking potential future development land from Flood Zone 3 areas where the flood risk modelling including the effects of the OFAS defence works would ultimately reduce the flood risk of those areas.  



The plan is not Positively prepared because the approach to the OFAS and future capacity has contributed to the City failing to seek to meet the areas objectively assessed needs. Similarly it is not Effective because this approach ramps up unmet housing need and this is not based on effective joint working on cross-�boundary strategic matters. 
	Text21: Fails the duty to cooperate and cannot be rectified. An alternative approach to the impact of the OFAS works on flood risk for future development could have realistically be considered (and evaluated) as the improved protection of land in the south and west of Oxford from flooding is the objective of the scheme and this needs to be evaluated in the context of the future housing needs of the City. This could have helped avoid a failure of the Duty to Cooperate.


