CPRE Oxfordshire response to Oxford Local Plan 2040 Reg 19 Consultation, January 2024

This document support the Form B submitted on Para 1.2.

Q1. Which part of the document do you wish to comment on? (please give the relevant
paragraph or policy number)

Paragraph 1.20 Policies Map

Policy Number Sustainability Appraisal

Q2. Do you consider that the document:

(a)is legally compliant?

(b)is sound? NO
(c)complies with the duty to co-operate?

Q3. Do you consider that the document is unsound because it is not: (tick as appropriate)
(a)positively prepared? v (c)effective? 4
(b)justified? v (d)consistent with national policy? v

Q4. Please tell us below why you consider the document to be unsound, not legally
compliant or fails to comply with the duty to co-operate. If you do believe the document is
sound, legally compliant, or complies with the duty to co-operate you may use the box to
explain why.

Para 1.20 states: “the delivery of new large-scale renewable energy projects will realistically
be delivered outside of the city’s administrative boundaries and the city will focus on the
smaller-scale renewables that can be accommodated within new developments across the
city.”



PATEL Keerpa
Policy R1- UNSOUND - all tests A, B, C and D


Accurate energy and carbon accounting

The NPPF states that “The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the
achievement of sustainable development ... meeting the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” (Para 7)

According to the Local Plan (Para 5.2) Oxford’s primary source of existing carbon emissions
comes from the built environment, including buildings like homes and offices, as well as
industrial and commercial uses.

The figures shown in the diagram below come from the Zero Carbon Oxford Partnership
Roadmap & Action Plan (page 13).



https://www.oxford.gov.uk/downloads/file/7678/zero_carbon_oxford_partnership_roadmap_and_action_plan_-_full_report
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/downloads/file/7678/zero_carbon_oxford_partnership_roadmap_and_action_plan_-_full_report
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Point continued from previous page (Policy R1)


2018 Baseline emissions and energy consumption in Oxford
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Maximising renewable energy generation

The NPPF says that Local Plans should aim to increase the use and supply of renewable and
low carbon energy and heat.

NPPF (Para 155 2021 Version, Para 160 2023 Version):
a) provide a positive strategy for energy from (renewable/low carbon sources) sources,
that maximises the potential for suitable development
b) consider identifying suitable areas for renewable and low carbon energy sources, and
supporting infrastructure, where this would help secure their development;
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Figure 5.1 shown below does not show the generation of renewable energy as integral to
the design process, but an added extra.

Figure 5.1 from Oxford Local Plan Submission Draft, p.95:

Figure 5.1: The energy hierarchy which should guide the design
of all new development
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Q5. What change(s) do you consider necessary to make the document sound or legally
compliant? Please explain why this change will achieve soundness or legal compliance.
(Please note that non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at
examination.) It would be helpful if you could suggest revised wording for the policy or text
in question.

A g e Ok
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Propose Modification to make policy sound


