
Oxford Local Plan 
2040 

Submission Draft 
COMMENT FORM 

Part A 
You only need to 
fill Part A in once 

Your name: 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Address: 

Email: 

   Date: 

 Data protection:  
Please note that your response will be made available for inspection by the public in paper form at the Council’s offices, or other 
locations as appropriate for the purpose of facilitating public access.  

Your personal details will be properly safeguarded and processed in accordance with the requirements of the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2018. Your information will be used for The Oxford Local Plan 2040 Proposed Submission Consultation 
only, and we will only store your data until the Oxford Local Plan 2040 is accepted. Information you give in this form could be 
shared with the Independent Examiner at the examination stage of the Local Plan process.     

We cannot accept anonymous comments. 
If you are happy for us to state your name and the first line of your address and postcode when publishing your response(s), 
please tick this box. 

If you would rather all personal details except your name and a non-specific address (e.g. Oxford) to be obscured, please tick 
this box. 

Do you wish to speak at the examination hearings? 
(Please note that the Inspector will decide who to invite to speak) 

Do you wish to be notified when: 

Yes No 

the Council submit the Oxford Local Plan 2040 to the Government? 

the Inspector's Report is published? 

the Oxford Local Plan 2040  is adopted by the Council? 

Oxford Local Plan 2040 Proposed Submission Draft Comment Form – Part A 



GENERAL ADVICE 

For advice on making a comment, please see the accompanying notes page. It is also 
available at www.oxford.gov.uk/localplan2040 

When completing the form, 

You only need to complete Part A once 

Use Part B to make your specific comments. You may complete Part B multiple 

times to comment on different parts of the Oxford Local Plan 2040 

Cover concisely all the information and evidence you feel supports or justifies 

your view, as this will normally be your only opportunity to tell us about it 

Be as precise as possible 

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS 
Please submit completed forms by email or post to: 

planningpolicy@oxford.gov.uk 

Planning Policy Team 
Oxford City Council 
Town Hall 
St Aldate’s 
Oxford 
OX1 1BX 

If you have any questions please feel free to get in touch with the Planning Policy Team 
T: 01865 252847 
planningpolicy@oxford.gov.uk 
www.oxford.gov.uk/localplan2040 

Please ensure your comments reach us by 4.00pm on Friday 5th January 2024. 
Thank you for participating. 

Oxford Local Plan 2040 Proposed Submission Draft Comment Form - Part A 
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Oxford Local Plan 2040 Proposed Submission Draft Comment Form-- Part B 

DETAILS OF YOUR COMMENT 

Please read the accompanying notes before completing Part B. The notes 
explain what we mean by soundness and legal compliance. These are 
questions that we are expected to ask consultees. 

Part B 
Please use a new 
Part B for each point 
you are commenting 
on.  Attach all 
completed forms to 
Part A. 

Q1. Which part of the document do you wish to comment on? (please give the relevant 
paragraph or policy number) 

Paragraph Policies Map 

Policy Number Sustainability Appraisal

Q2. Do you consider that the document: 

(a) is legally compliant?

(b) is sound?

(c) complies with the duty to co-operate?

Q3. Do you consider that the document is unsound because it is not: (tick as appropriate) 

(a) positively prepared? (c) effective?

(b) justified? (d) consistent with national policy?

Q4. Please tell us below why you consider the document to be unsound, not legally compliant 
or fails to comply with the duty to co-operate. If you do believe the document is sound, 
legally compliant, or complies with the duty to co-operate you may use the box to explain 
why. 

Please use an extra sheet if completing a paper copy. 

☐Yes ☐No

☐Yes ☐No

☐Yes ☐No



Q5. What change(s) do you consider necessary to make the document sound or legally 
compliant? Please explain why this change will achieve soundness or legal compliance. 
(Please note that non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at 
examination.)  It would be helpful if you could suggest revised wording for the policy or text 
in question. 

 Please use an extra sheet if completing a paper copy. 

This is the end of the comment form 


	DUTY TO CO-OPERATE
	LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
	SOUND
	GENERAL ADVICE
	Useful links
	http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/contents

	Name: Bruce Howard
	Organisation: 
	Address Line 1: 28 Highfield Avenue 
	Date: 5th January 2024
	Data Protection: Name and 1st line of address and postcode when publishing
	Speak at hearings?: Yes
	Notified when OLP 2040 is submitted?: Yes
	Notified when Inspector Report is published?: Yes
	Notified when OLP 2040 is adopted by council?: Yes
	Paragraph: 
	Policies Map: G1A
	Policy Reference Number: 
	Sustainability Appraisal: 
	Is Plan legally compliant?: No
	Is Plan sound?: No
	Is Plan compliant with duty to cooperate?: Off
	Not positively prepared?: Off
	Not justified?: Yes
	Not effective?: Yes
	Not consistent with national policy?: Yes
	Text20: The designation of many areas of publicly accessible greenspace within the Plan area as 'supporting green infrastructure' is wholly inappropriate, not least given the need for all local authorities to comply with the Natural England Green Infrastructure Standards (part of the Green Infrastructure Framework), which is integral to the legally binding Environmental Improvement Plan of HM Government (Environment Act).

A key example is Valentia Road recreation ground. To take this space away from local residents would damage their mental and physical health as there are no other viable options. Creation of 'green features' on that site if it were to be built upon could not provide anything like a comparable value - no one can play a game of football in the middle of a load of buildings, or find the solace found within a hectare of grass and trees (as per the current recreation ground). There is heightened acknowledgement through the experience of the Covid-19 pandemic that greenspace must be retained - as seen in countless academic papers and evidence widely circulated by Natural England, HM Government's official advisor on this matter.
	Text21: Designate all existing areas of publicly accessible greenspace as G1A Core Green Infrastructure, unless there is a designated and well-publicised public consultation to identify whether there is duplication with an equivalent space with equivalent accessibility. It is unsound and illogical to have a Green Infrastructure Policy for the city, but then to remove existing publicly accessible greenspace - especially in a housing area that is relatively less-well off and for which residents don't have the means to travel to access green space.  It is unsound from an equity and equality of opportunity point of view, and directly contradicts published standards (the Natural England Green Infrastructure Standards) as well as economic evidence of the value of these spaces (the Outdoor Recreation Valuation tool of Exeter University, supported by Defra, shows an annual welfare value for this site (ID:27286): £86,794 Per Year - https://leep.exeter.ac.uk/orval/). Section 15 of the National Planning Policy Framework 2023 refers to the need to respect the biodiversity and other environmental values of land. To remove Valentia Road from the city's greenspace is in direct contradiction of this Policy - any built development will inevitably have the effect of degrading the city's fragile ecological networks and remove a piece of green infrastructure that is of irrefutable value to this residential area of the city.


