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Dear Sir/Madam,

REPRESENTATIONS TO OXFORD LOCAL PLAN 2040 SUBMISSION DRAFT ON BEHALF OF
D’OVERBROECK’S SCHOOL

This representation is made to the Oxford Local Plan 2040 ‘Submission draft’ on behalf of
d’'Overbroeck’s School, Oxford. d’Overbroeck’s is a co-educational independent day and boarding
school in Oxford for students aged 11 to 18. The School roll currently stands at 742. The School
provides a wide and varied GCSE, IGCSE and A-Level curriculum and has enjoyed considerable
success in recent years, being consistently ranked among the top 5% of UK schools for academic
progress and rated Excellent by the Independent Schools Inspectorate.

The Old Bank 01865 731700 P'
enquiries@edgarslimited.co.uk ~ RTPI
0X28 6AD edgarslimited.co.uk = Chartered Town Planners

Directors: Jayne Norris BA(Hons) MSc DipTp MRTPI, David Norris BA(Hons) MRICS AMaPS, Jon Westerman BA(Hons) DipTp MRTPI
Associate Directors: Paul Slater BSc(Hons) MSc MRTPI, Miriam Owen MA(Hons) MSc MRTPI
Associate: Katie Dickson BA Hist/Arch, MSc Hist Con, Pg. Cert.

Registered in England and Wales, Company No. 4219821
VAT No. 768 4805 83


AGAMAH Arome
H16: Reasons for unsoundness; soundness tests noted on form


?

d’Overbroeck’s School does not have a ‘campus’. Instead, it operates from three main teaching
sites in north Oxford, all of which are fully developed and at capacity (indeed some of the School’s
support functions and certain departments such as art are located elsewhere in Summertown):

e Years 7-11 have been based at Leckford Place since 2004
e The Sixth Form is based at 333 Banbury Road

e The International School is located in the Swan Building at 111 Banbury Road
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d’Overbroeck’s currently has 742 pupils on role, 327 of whom are boarders. Boarding
accommodation is provided at seven separate locations, leases for three of which (providing a
total of 130 bed spaces) are due to end in the next two years. The School also relies on host
families to provide accommodation for around 70 of its boarders. This, and the pending expiry of
some leases will necessitate the provision of further boarding accommodation in Oxford.
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The School already operates from a number of boarding sites (some as remote as Botley and
Begbroke) and has successfully managed these arrangements in accordance with boarding,
education and Ofsted requirements for many years. Arguably, the issues which the Local Plan
cites as justifying policy H16 would equally apply to day pupils travelling to any of the schools in
Oxford but which of course, fall outside the jurisdiction and role of development policies contained
within the Local Plan.

On the basis of the above, it is considered that Policy H16 (specifically criteria (a)) is not justified
in accordance with NPPF para 35b.
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Summary

Given the above, the School wishes to object to draft policy H16. The policy as currently drafted
is considered to be unsound — specifically criteria H16(a) — and contrary to NPPF para 35 b, c
and d in that it is unjustified, ineffective and inconsistent with national policy. Any restrictions on
the location of boarding accommodation should be removed from the policy to allow future
applications for boarding accommodation and the suitability of individual sites to be considered
on their own merits.

Arguably, criteria H16(b) (and (e) where it relates to ensuring the safety of students) is
unnecessary since the provision of a suitable environment and ensuring the ongoing safety of
children is already effectively and robustly achieved by existing regulatory requirements relating
to boarding standards independent of the planning process.

While criteria H16(c) and (d) are relevant considerations, they are not specific to proposals for
boarding accommodation and are already effectively covered by draft policy R7 (Amenity and
Environmental Health Impacts of Development). It is also considered that where necessary,
mitigation of impacts such as the amenity of adjoining residential properties can be satisfactorily
dealt with by condition (as evidenced in the above referenced planning applications), rather than
insisting on a mandatory management regime to be secured by legal agreement in every case,
particularly where individual circumstances do not warrant it. As currently drafted, this requirement
under H16(e) is considered to be unjustified and unnecessary.
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We would be grateful if you could acknowledge receipt of this representation. In the meantime,
please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or would like to discuss matters
further.

Yours sincerely,

Mirian Owen





