
Oxford Local Plan 
2040 

Submission Draft 
COMMENT FORM 

Part A 
You only need to 
fill Part A in once 

Your name: 

Organisation (if applicable): 

Address: 

Email: 

   Date: 

 Data protection:  
Please note that your response will be made available for inspection by the public in paper form at the Council’s offices, or other 
locations as appropriate for the purpose of facilitating public access.  

Your personal details will be properly safeguarded and processed in accordance with the requirements of the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2018. Your information will be used for The Oxford Local Plan 2040 Proposed Submission Consultation 
only, and we will only store your data until the Oxford Local Plan 2040 is accepted. Information you give in this form could be 
shared with the Independent Examiner at the examination stage of the Local Plan process.     

We cannot accept anonymous comments. 
If you are happy for us to state your name and the first line of your address and postcode when publishing your response(s), 
please tick this box. 

If you would rather all personal details except your name and a non-specific address (e.g. Oxford) to be obscured, please tick 
this box. 

Do you wish to speak at the examination hearings? 
(Please note that the Inspector will decide who to invite to speak) 

Do you wish to be notified when: 

Yes No 

the Council submit the Oxford Local Plan 2040 to the Government? 

the Inspector's Report is published? 

the Oxford Local Plan 2040  is adopted by the Council? 

Oxford Local Plan 2040 Proposed Submission Draft Comment Form – Part A 



GENERAL ADVICE 

For advice on making a comment, please see the accompanying notes page. It is also 
available at www.oxford.gov.uk/localplan2040 

When completing the form, 

You only need to complete Part A once 

Use Part B to make your specific comments. You may complete Part B multiple 

times to comment on different parts of the Oxford Local Plan 2040 

Cover concisely all the information and evidence you feel supports or justifies 

your view, as this will normally be your only opportunity to tell us about it 

Be as precise as possible 

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS 
Please submit completed forms by email or post to: 

planningpolicy@oxford.gov.uk 

Planning Policy Team 
Oxford City Council 
Town Hall 
St Aldate’s 
Oxford 
OX1 1BX 

If you have any questions please feel free to get in touch with the Planning Policy Team 
T: 01865 252847 
planningpolicy@oxford.gov.uk 
www.oxford.gov.uk/localplan2040 

Please ensure your comments reach us by 4.00pm on Friday 5th January 2024. 
Thank you for participating. 

Oxford Local Plan 2040 Proposed Submission Draft Comment Form - Part A 
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Oxford Local Plan 2040 Proposed Submission Draft Comment Form-- Part B 

DETAILS OF YOUR COMMENT 

Please read the accompanying notes before completing Part B. The notes 
explain what we mean by soundness and legal compliance. These are 
questions that we are expected to ask consultees. 

Part B 
Please use a new 
Part B for each point 
you are commenting 
on.  Attach all 
completed forms to 
Part A. 

Q1. Which part of the document do you wish to comment on? (please give the relevant 
paragraph or policy number) 

Paragraph Policies Map 

Policy Number Sustainability Appraisal

Q2. Do you consider that the document: 

(a) is legally compliant?

(b) is sound?

(c) complies with the duty to co-operate?

Q3. Do you consider that the document is unsound because it is not: (tick as appropriate) 

(a) positively prepared? (c) effective?

(b) justified? (d) consistent with national policy?

Q4. Please tell us below why you consider the document to be unsound, not legally compliant 
or fails to comply with the duty to co-operate. If you do believe the document is sound, 
legally compliant, or complies with the duty to co-operate you may use the box to explain 
why. 

Please use an extra sheet if completing a paper copy. 

☐Yes ☐No

☐Yes ☐No

☐Yes ☐No



Q5. What change(s) do you consider necessary to make the document sound or legally 
compliant? Please explain why this change will achieve soundness or legal compliance. 
(Please note that non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at 
examination.)  It would be helpful if you could suggest revised wording for the policy or text 
in question. 

 Please use an extra sheet if completing a paper copy. 

This is the end of the comment form 
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	Name: Mark Hull
	Organisation: Oxford Rivers Improvement Campaign
	Address Line 3: OX3 0JS
	Date: 4 January 2024
	Data Protection: Name and 1st line of address and postcode when publishing
	Speak at hearings?: Yes
	Notified when OLP 2040 is submitted?: Yes
	Notified when Inspector Report is published?: Off
	Notified when OLP 2040 is adopted by council?: Off
	Paragraph: 
	Policies Map: 
	Policy Reference Number: 1.18 2nd bullet
	Sustainability Appraisal: Water scope p3-4
	Is Plan legally compliant?: Off
	Is Plan sound?: No
	Is Plan compliant with duty to cooperate?: Off
	Not positively prepared?: Off
	Not justified?: Off
	Not effective?: Yes
	Not consistent with national policy?: Off
	Text20: The document fails to allow space for Oxford Sewage Treatment Works to expand sufficiently to treat all the wastewater that currently arrives, still less expected future volumes. 
Official automated Event Duration Monitor logs show that Oxford STW failed to treat all the city's sewage for 20.7% of the year in 2020 and 21.4% of the year in 2023 - i.e. untreated sewage was discharged for 1822 hours in 2020 and 1875 hours in 2023. The principle cause of this is the sewage works' inadequate hydraulic secondary treatment capacity, which is 1040 l per second, or 61% of that required by the standard Environment Agency formula. For 2030 capacity needs to be roughly doubled, which will require an expanded site, but Thames Water plan only a 24% expansion with no expansion of the site's footprint. TW's assurance that they will comply 100% with their permit are meaningless: the SWDCP effectively allows any volume of discharges.  
	Text21: It is virtually impossible to move or re-route Sewage Treatment Works. Any Oxford sewage works must discharge into a river, and the existing STW borders green fields and discharges into Potters Stream. So, the obvious place to expand Oxford STW's secondary treatment capacity is on the green fields adjoining the current site. This is particularly necessary because expanded secondary treatment necessarily occurs after primary storage and sedimentation but before tertiary treatment. We believe the 24% expansion envisaged by Thames Water is constrained not just by finances - in June 2023 the water regulator Ofwat informed HM Treasury that under some scenarios they may have to place TW in Special Administration, so the company may no longer exist by 2030 - but also by space constraints from the site TW currently own.

Our main recommendation is to include a reference in text and on maps to the need to reserve space near the current STW for potential expansion of an STW which is already overloaded whenever it rains. A doubling of the site's current footprint would give space not just to double secondary hydraulic capacity and the requisite increase in stormwater storage tanks, but also allow space for more advanced forms of sewage treatment that may be envisaged in the rest of this century, such as removing microplastics, pharmaceuticals and other pollutants which currently pass straight through the works and out into the river Thames.


