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Oxford Local Plan 2040 Proposed Submission


The following are the comments of the Friends of Old Headington with respect to this document.


Our comments concern three sites that are within and/or adjacent to the Old Headington Conservation Area.


Policy SPE18: Ruskin College Campus 

Our view is that the policies relating to development of the Ruskin College Campus should be restricted to 
uses by and for the college only. There are two reasons for this:


• The roads in Old Headington are already overloaded with traffic.  This overloading will be exacerbated 
more by developments on the site that bring in people for reasons unrelated to Ruskin activities than by 
developments used only for Ruskin activities.


• Having more of the people involved in Ruskin-related activities with residential accommodation on site 
would reduce the pressure on residential accommodation in other areas of Headington. 


For these reasons, we ask that text allowing development unrelated to Ruskin College activities is removed 
from Policy SPE18. This can be done by amending the first sentence of the policy to read


Planning permission will be granted for academic institutional uses (subject to Policy H10) 
including accommodation for Ruskin students and employer-linked affordable housing for 
Ruskin College employees. 


Policy SPE19: Ruskin Field  
Our view is that, for the same reasons as given under SPE18, the policies for development of  
Ruskin Field should be tied to Ruskin College by removal of text allowing development unrelated 
to Ruskin College activities from Policy SPE19. This can be done with the following amendments 
to the text of Policy SPE19.  Amend the first sentence of the policy to read


Planning permission will be granted for expansion of the adjoining academic institutional 
use (subject to Policy H10) which may include accommodation for Ruskin students and 
employer-linked affordable housing for Ruskin College employees. 


Also amend the  Movement and Access paragraph to remove reference to access for general 
housing should be removed, so that the last sentence in this part of the policy reads
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This means the site is most suitable for expansion of the college or accommodation for 
Ruskin students and employer-linked affordable housing for Ruskin College employees. 


Policy SPE20: John Radcliffe Hospital

There are a number of errors in paragraphs 8.295 - 8.297 with street names, e.g. ‘Ostler Way’ 
should be Osler Road, ‘Sandford Way’ should be Sandfield Road.


The text reads as if the JR Hospital site is merely adjacent to the Old Headington Conservation 
Area. In fact, part of the site is actually within the Old Headington Conservation Area.  The map 
below, adapted from the Old Headington Conservation Area Character Appraisal, uses green to 
show JR Hospital land within the Conservation Area.  Policy SPE20 should explicitly recognise 
that.


This recognition can be done by changing the second sentence of the Urban Design and Heritage 
section of SPE20 (p. 281) to read


Development proposals must be designed with consideration of their impact on the 
adjoining Old Headington Conservation Area, with those proposals on the site located 
within the Conservation Area subject to the same standards of scrutiny and assessment 
as elsewhere in the Conservation Area.


The rest of the paragraph would continue as before as a third sentence, ‘Views, particularly from … 
policies HD1, HD2 and HD9.’


Recognition that part of the site is within the Old Headington Conservation Area would also be 
helped by the following amendments.


Paragraph 8.293: replace “the adjacent Old Headington Conservation Area” at the end of the 
paragraph by


the Old Headington Conservation Area that includes part of the site


Paragraph 8.294: the sentence that begins, ‘To the east, tree cover and hedging is dense but with 
some breaks, buffering the site from Old Headington Conservation Area. ...' could have a phrase 
added that defines the part of the JR Hospital site within the Conservation Area, e.g. to read 


To the east, the site includes a substantial parcel of land within the Old Headington 
Conservation Area, stretching from Cuckoo Lane to the boundary with the Headington 
Village Hall and including the listed Manor House buildings. Tree cover and hedging on 
the eastern boundary is dense but with some breaks, buffering the site from the rest of  
Old Headington Conservation Area.
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The Friends of Old Headington (FOH) was formed by a group of local residents in 1959 to protect the special character 
of Old Headington village, what is now the Old Headington Conservation Area. FOH is an active membership 
organisation with elected trustees which meet regularly to promote our aims, organise local community events, 
including an annual AGM. 


The Aims of the Friends of Old Headington include

• retaining Old Headington as a village, with special emphasis on preserving its lanes, walls, grass verges, and 

trees;

• ensuring that new buildings and alterations are in keeping with the existing character of the village;

• co-operating with the Oxford Preservation Trust and the City Council in their declared policy of preserving the 

village; and

• involving as many as possible to achieve these aims successfully

Map: The part of the JR Hospital site (green) within Old 
Headington Conservation Area


