
West End & Osney Mead SPD
Briefing



What is an SPD and what does this one do?

• An SPD is a Supplementary Planning Document that provides further 
detailed advice and guidance on adopted Local Plan policies. In this case it 
includes principally the West End and Osney Mead Area of Change (AOC 1), 
West End Sites (SP 1) and Osney Mead (SP2);

• The main body of the SPD summarises and explains how to use and apply 
the principles of the Spatial Framework and Design Guide in developing and 
assessing proposals. 

• The SPD explains what is needed in different areas or types of area in the 
West End and Osney Mead in order to meet the individual strategies, and 
pulling in the relevant details of the Design Guide. 

• For all sites this can be used to identify the parts of the strategy and design 
guide advice that is most relevant



How did we get here?

• West End AAP and Design Code adopted in 2008.
• More recently identified through Area of Change and site allocations 

policies in Local Plan 2036.
• Commenced work on new WE SPD beginning with consultation 2021 setting 

out initial thoughts on vision for the transformation of the area.
• Levitt Bernstein (Urban Designers) appointed as consultants working on the 

Spatial Framework and Design Guide (both incorporated as appendices to 
the SPD). Carried out an extensive piece of work throughout 2021-22 
informing SPD development including:

• Analysis of the opportunities, constraints for the area
• Developing vision and key strategies/design principles for future of area
• Engaging with landowners throughout



Key objectives and intended benefits of the SPD 

• Sets out the scope and parameters for development proposals;
• Sets out a clear vision for the West End and Osney Mead Area and how to 

realise the ambition; 
• To help decision makers assess planning applications in terms of their 

contribution to achieving the vision for the Area of Change (Policy ACC 1); 
• Helps to unlock sites by identifying infrastructure needs generated by the 

cumulative developments of the area and sets out how they can best be 
delivered; 

• To enable development at Osney Mead by meeting the policy requirement 
for a masterplan for the site. The SPD provides specific guidance within an 
overarching framework for development to consider the site as a whole and 
to inform the future masterplanning work;

• Provides continuity.



























Public consultation and how to respond

• The SPD is available to view on the City Council’s website. This provides a 
link to the SPD, Spatial Framework and Design Guide. A questionnaire 
provides the opportunity to make comments;

• The public consultation runs for 6 weeks from 29th June to 10th August;
• The public comments received will be summarised and the key issues 

highlighted together with the proposed changes to be made to the SPD in 
response

• A report will be taken to Cabinet in September / October 2022. This report 
will set out these issues and how the SPD has been amended in response. 
Cabinet will be asked to carefully consider these maters and the adoption of 
the revised SPD will be sought. 
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