
 

Housing in Oxford – Second address and communal establishments. 
 

As part of the latest Census 2021 release on housing, the ONS has made available data on 

second address, communal establishments, and characteristics of the current housing stock in 

Oxford. The Business Intelligence Unit (BIU) has produced a series of summary reports to cover 

all the indicators included in this topic release. This summary report will explore the latest 

figures on second addresses and communal establishments in Oxford. For more information 

on this topic, please visit Housing: Census 2021 in England and Wales. 

 

Key findings: 

 The second address indicator shows that 20.5% of the respondents in Oxford have a 

second address. This represents a 1.1% increase compared to the 2011 Census. 

 Of those residents who have a second address, 76.2% have it within the UK, and 23.8% 

outside the UK. This represents a 4.6% decrease in second addresses outside the UK. 

 Second address classification shows that the largest percentage of second addresses 

was made up of Students home address (60.4%), this is much higher than both the 

county (35.7%) and national (20.4%) averages. 

 The second largest group was Another parent or guardian’s address (18.1%), followed 

by Other (8.8%). 

 Data on communal establishments by age and sex showed that the largest group were 

residents (97.7%). This is higher than both county (96.9%) and national (96.1%) 

averages. Other groups residents in communal establishments in Oxford were Staff or 

owner (1.1%), Family member or partner of staff or owner (0.2%) or someone Staying 

temporarily (no usual UK address (1.0%). 

 Of those who are residents, the largest group was residents aged 16-24 years with 

78.9% (38.0% male and 40.9% female). This is 2.6% higher than the previous Census 

figures. 

 The second largest group was residents aged 25-34 years with 12.0% (6.3% male and 

5.8% female). This has recorded a 0.5% decrease compared to the previous Census. 

 In terms of communal establishments management and type, the largest proportion 

of residents was recorded in Other establishment (95.6%), this is much higher than 

both Oxfordshire and England at 86.0% and 62.1% respectively. 

 Within the category Other establishment, the largest subcategory was Education with 

94.8% of all usual residents in this type of communal establishments. This is much 

higher than Oxfordshire and England at 73.7% and 45.9% respectively. 

 The second largest category was Medical and Care establishment (2.8%) and within 

this category the largest sub-group was Care home with nursing (1.4%), and Care home 

without nursing (1.1%). 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/housingcensus2021inenglandandwales


 

Figure 1. Second address type in Oxford, Oxfordshire, and England in 2021. 
 

 
Source: Census 2021 - ONS, 2023 

 

 

Figure 2. Residents in communal establishments in Oxford in 2011 and 2021. 
 

 
Source: Census 2021 - ONS, 2023 

 



 

Table 1. Alternative address indicator in Oxford in 2011 and 2021. 
 

Second Address 2011 2011 (%) 2021 2021 (%) difference 

Any address 151,906 100% 162,041 100%  

No second address 122,419 80.6% 128,865 79.5% -1.1% 

Second address (total) 29,487 19.4% 33,176 20.5% 1.1% 

Second address within the UK 21,095 71.5% 25,270 76.2% 4.6% 

Second address outside the UK 8,392 28.5% 7,906 23.8% -4.6% 

 

Source: Census 2021 - ONS, 2023 

 

Table 2. Communal establishment type in Oxford, Oxfordshire, and England in 2021. 
 

Communal establishment management and type Oxford Oxfordshire England 

All usual residents in communal establishments 21,223 31,174 985,748 

Medical and care establishment 2.8% 12.7% 35.1% 

Medical and care establishment: NHS 0.1% 0.1% 0.7% 

Medical and care establishment: Local Authority 0.0% 0.0% 1.1% 

Medical and care establishment: Registered Social Landlord or 

Housing Association 
0.2% 0.2% 0.3% 

Medical and care establishment: Other 2.6% 12.3% 33.0% 

Other establishment 95.6% 86.0% 62.1% 

Other establishment: Defence 0.0% 8.2% 4.2% 

Other establishment: Prison service 0.0% 3.1% 6.2% 

Other establishment: Approved premises (probation or bail hostel) 0.1% 0.0% 0.1% 

Other establishment: Detention centres and other detention 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Other establishment: Education 94.8% 73.3% 45.9% 

Other establishment: Hotel, guest house, B&B or youth hostel 0.2% 0.6% 1.4% 

Other establishment: Hostel or temporary shelter for the homeless 0.2% 0.1% 1.3% 

Other establishment: Holiday accommodation 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 

Other establishment: Other travel or temporary accommodation 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 

Other establishment: Religious 0.1% 0.2% 0.4% 

Other establishment: Staff or worker accommodation or Other 0.2% 0.4% 2.3% 

Establishment not stated 1.6% 1.4% 2.7% 

 

Source: Census 2021 - ONS, 2023 

 

 



 

Sources: 

Housing: Census 2021 in England and Wales, ONS, 2023. 

Produced by: 

Business Intelligence Unit 

Oxford City Council 

January 2023 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/housingcensus2021inenglandandwales

