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 31 January 2020 

 
Dear Mr Hayden, 
 
This letter follows a call I made to the programme officer earlier this week. As you are aware, 
revised CIL regulations came into force in September 2019. These revisions lifted the previous 
restrictions relating to S106. They now allow local planning authorities to collect more than five 
contributions to fund the same infrastructure; and contributions from CIL and S106 to be used on 
the same piece of infrastructure, which was not allowed previously.  
 
The CIL Charging Schedule review that you are currently considering was prepared in 2018 and 
submitted for examination well ahead of these new regulations. Officers remain of the view that the 
evidence base has adequately tested viability to support the Local Plan and the CIL review in its 
current form. Although the new regulations do not require authorities to use S106 agreements 
instead of CIL, we believe that they warrant further consideration given in Oxford multiple large 
developments often directly relate to the same infrastructure project. The approach to large sites 
has been something that we have been alert to when preparing the CIL review as set out in our 
response to your initial question 8. However, the limited information on site specific costs alongside 
the previous restrictions on use of S106 acted as a constraint on what could be justified under the 
previous regulations. 
 
As a result, officers consider that it is appropriate to take some time to comprehensively reflect on 
the implications and opportunities the revised CIL Regulations may present for funding 
infrastructure in Oxford. Officers came to this view whilst reflecting on your initial questions but 
ahead of receiving your Matters, Issues and Questions. When these regulations were published, 
the Planning Policy team was heavily focussed on responding to the extensive list of initial 
questions, then MIQs, from the Inspectors conducting the examination of the Local Plan, which 
culminated in our examination hearings during December. This did not leave the team a great deal 
of time to reflect on the revised CIL regulations.  
 
Officers of the City Council would therefore like to request that the hearing scheduled for 10th 
March 2020 be postponed. This is to allow time for Cabinet, at their next meeting on 11th March 
2020, to consider an officer recommendation to withdraw the CIL Charging Schedule Review from 
examination. Withdrawing this review would allow the City Council time to take account of recent 
regulatory changes comprehensively, working with our key stakeholders. Whilst this work is 
undertaken, the City Council would continue to apply the current adopted CIL Charging Schedule, 
which has been in operation since 2013.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider this request and I look forward to hearing from you in the 
near future. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Carolyn Ploszynski 
Planning Policy and Place Manager 

 

 


