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Friends get together for charity

By Phil Jones
I RECENTLY had the pleasure
of chatting to some of the
residents of Atkyns Court in Wood
Farm about their exceptional

fundraising efforts in support of
local and national charities.
Between them Les, Rene,
Mary, Joyce, Ken and David have
more than 480 years’ experience
of life and before Christmas they

got together with their friends
and neighbours; organised a
Christmas get together and raised
more than £290 for Diabetes UK.
Les said: “A few of us get
together practically every day for

Sign up
You can’t vote unless you

www.gov.uk/register-to-vote • T: 01865 249811

a coffee and a bit of a chat, and
court since 2009 said: “I like living
every now again we organise a
here because almost everything
social event to involve a few more you need is on you doorstep.”
people and raise money for a good
cause.”
Mary who has lived in Atkyns
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WOOD FARM NEWS is an independent community
newspaper. It is produced with the support of Leys
News Limited, and is funded through a mixture of
grants and advertising revenue. It is delivered free to
homes and businesses across Wood Farm.
Wood Farm News is produced by a team of
volunteers who attend free Community Journalism
Training courses.
Please email us you would like to volunteer as
part of our team and help to produce your local,
independent newspaper, or if you have any news or
views you like to see in this paper.

editor@leysnews.co.uk

Hello!
WELCOME to the latest
edition of the Wood Farm News.
I hope you find the content
interesting and feel stimulated
to take part in one or more of
the events or activities profiled
within its pages or, better still be
inspired to take an active part
in writing articles for the next
edition!
Wood Farm News is intended
to be a true local community
newspaper – a newspaper
written by local people for local
people – containing stories and
articles that reflect and affect the

lives of the community. Around
2,000 copies of this edition have
been printed and a copy will be
delivered to every home within
the Wood Farm area.
The future of the Wood Farm
News is very much in your hands
– if you and your friends and
neighbours think it can make a
useful contribution to local life
and enough local people get
involved in its production it will
go from strength to strength.
 Please email editor@
leysnews.co.uk if you would
like to get involved and join
the Wood Farm News team.

THE question “What have
the Romans ever done for
us?” was made famous by the
Monty Python film the Life
of Brian. Having asked the
question the cast go on to
realise that the answer is well
quite a lot really!
I would never suggest that
any of the achievements of
the Community Partnerships
are in anyway comparable
with those of the Roman
Empire . . . BUT some of
you may be surprised
just what the Community
Partnership has influenced or
accomplished in a relatively
short time.
We have now conducted
more than 100 interviews
with local people asking what
you like about Wood Farm.
And conversely what you’d
like to change or improve.
On the positive side –
results suggest that most
people think Wood Farm is a
safe, clean friendly place with
good school and childcare
facilities.
In terms of improvements
– the Partnership has
considered the results of the
engagement alongside other
data and agreed a number

What have
the Romans
ever done
for us ?

of Local Priorities including
more things for young
people to do; a reduction
in inconsiderate car parking
and traffic congestion;
easier access to and greater
use of the community hall;
more accessible health
care facilities; more local
events, more activities for
older people; to enhance
Bullingdon Community
Centre to play a greater role in
Wood Farm and better access
to local facilities for people
with disabilities.
Although we have not yet
made decisive headway on all
the priorities, we have made
significant progress in some
important key areas.

The Community Partnership
is supporting the Bullingdon
Community Association
to appoint a part-time
development worker – to
engage with older people
and support weekly activity
sessions in the Community
Hall and Bullingdon
Community Centre.
The County Council is due
to begin formal consultation
on the possible introduction
of Community Parking Zones
(CPZs) in and around the
Wood Farm area in the next
few weeks.
Plans are currently being
drawn up to provide an
extensive face-lift to the shop
frontage in Atkyns Road – to

OXFORDSHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE
ARE RECRUITING ON CALL FIREFIGHTERS
FOR SLADE PARK, HEADINGTON

Ordinary people doing
an extraordinary job!
DO YOU want an exciting,
fulfilling and rewarding job
that works around your
life that really does make
a difference to YOUR local
community?
Slade Park Fire Station
Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue
Service are recruiting On Call
Firefighters for Slade Park,
Heading ton, Oxford.
We are seeking to recruit
people from in and around
Headington who could, at a
moment’s notice, respond to
emergency calls.
Oxfordshire Fire and
Rescue Service provide
emergency cover 24 hours
a day, 365 days a year
throughout the county.
Crews from 24
stations respond to calls
for assistance at fires, car
crashes and other incidents
that threaten life or our
environment.
Each fire station relies

on On-Call fire-fighters,
men and women who live
or work in the local area
who are able to respond
to calls for help at a
moment’s notice, working
with a dedicated team of
professionals serving the
community.
BENEFITS OF BECOMING
ONE OF OUR TEAM
• Help your community in
a direct and practical way.
Prevent fires and incidents
as part of our community
safety programme.
• Become trained to a high
standard as an emergency
service professional and be
given the opportunity to
lead teams in challenging
situations.
• This is not a voluntary job
– you will be paid for your
service.

 For further info contact the team at Slade Park,
Oxford for an informal chat today.
Watch Manager – Will McPhail 07796 941335
Station Manager – Guy Dunkley 07796 941340
Slade Park Fire Station, Horspath Driftway
Headington, Oxford OX3 7JG

include better access to the
shops for all residents, new
street furniture, new lighting
and a non-slip paving.
Bury Knowle Health
Centre has now taken over
the Wood Farm Surgery and
is very keen to offer a greater
range of health and wellbeing
services for local people.
A community play event
will take place on Wood Farm
Green on Saturday 13 June .
I think you will agree
that although we may
never achieve the fame and
notoriety of the Romans we
are slowly but surely making
Wood Farm a better place to
live for everyone.
The next Community
Partnership meeting
takes place at Bullingdon
Community Centre from
12.30pm until 2pm on
Thursday 23 April.
Why not come along – or if
you prefer you can contact us
by email, like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter.
 Contact Phil Jones
07712922091
pmjones@oxford.gov.uk

YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLORS
AND MP
CITY COUNCILLORS
Mark Lygo ( Labour )
Churchill Ward
( 07826 527047
E: cllrmlygo@oxford.gov.uk

Susan Brown ( Labour )
Churchill Ward
( 07775 792447
E: cllrsbrown@oxford.gov.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Liz Brighouse OBE
( Labour )
Churchill & Lye Valley
Division
( 01865 766995
& 07710 451769
E: liz.brighouse@oxfordshire.gov.uk

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Andrew Smith MP
( Labour )
Oxford East
( 01865 595790
E: andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net
Andrew sees all constituents but as
surgeries are always busy it helps if you
make an appointment – please ring
01865 305080
( also for details of other advice surgeries in
the area ).

NEW COP ON THE BLOCK
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WOODFARM has
a new member of the
Neighbourhood Policing
Team. PC Sarah Magro is
taking over from PC Karen
Zoldan.
Pc Magro has been a
uniform officer in Oxford for
six years and knows the area
well, she is looking forward to
working with the community
tackling long term issues and
crime.
She will be working
alongside PCSOs Paul Timms,
Nigel Pearce, Rachel Cooper
and Agnieszka Gett who will
be staring in March.
Sadly PCSO Casie Parry will
be leaving the team in March.
Pc Zoldan and PCSO Parry
have done a lot of good work
around Woodfarm and they
will be missed by the team
and community.

FIGHT TO END ASB
The local policing team has
been working with Oxford
City Council to tackle AntiSocial Behaviour in Foresters
Tower (see picture right).
Sgt Natasha Park said: “We
are using legislation from the
Anti-Social behaviour, Crime
and Policing Act 2014 and
implementing a Public Space
Protection Order in the Tower.
What this means is that
young people under the age
of 21 not legally resident in
Foresters Tower are prohibited
from entering, or having
entered remaining within,
Foresters Tower unless visiting
a named legal resident of
Foresters Tower.
“PCSO Cassie Parry will
be attending the youth club
to talk to some of the young
people.
We are keen to put into
practice some of the learning
and improvements we have
made as result of Operation
Bullfinch and will be educating

young people on keeping
themselves safe and danger
signs to keep a look out for.
Child Sexual Exploitation
is everyone’s business and
everyone has a part to play in
keeping young people safe.
If you have any concerns or
suspicions about behaviour
then please do report this to
us.”

SHED AND BIKE THEFTS
SHEDS have been broken

WOODLAND FRIENDS
By Roger Jenking
WE HAD a successful litter pick in Magdalen Woods in
January; but you may have noticed that there has been
no news from The Friends of Magdalen Woods in the last
few issues of Wood Farm News?
This follows a good period when several events
were organised. The problem is that we’re in what I call
‘abeyance’. The reason for this is that we’re down to one
officer – me! As such, it wouldn’t be right to organise
anything. Yes, you’re right! I’m asking for volunteers
so we can set up a viable group. This work is fulfilling.
Events and meetings don’t take up a large amount
of time. Picking up an overused phrase, it makes a
difference!

into over the past couple of
weeks and bikes stolen on
Woodfarm.
Police are urging local
people to make sure gardens
are as secure as possible
by using security lighting,
bolts on gates and locking
bicycles inside the shed to a
permanent structure.
If you would like to be
part of a Neighbourhood
Watch Scheme or would
like the team to attend
and give crime reduction

advice, please contact the
team on Oxfordnortheast@
thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

SCHOOL PATROLS
STEPPED UP
THE local policing team
has increased patrols at
Woodfarm school. Sgt
Natasha Park said: “Hopefully
you will have seen us there
either in the morning or
afternoon.
“We have worked jointly

with the school to send out
the message that abusive
and threatening behaviour
will not be tolerated and the
school grounds are not the
correct location to deal with
grievances with each other or
the school.
“We are also trying to
educate drivers about the
dangers of stopping on the
zig zag lines outside the
school, even if it’s only for a
few minutes, it limits of the
visibility and affects the safety

of the children crossing the
road.”

STAY ALERT WITH
THAMES VALLEY ALERT
If you would like to receive
updates on crimes in your area
and police activity then you
can sign up to Thames Valley
Alert using your e mail address
or mobile phone www.
thamesvalleyalert.co.uk

WOOD FARM NEWS

NEEDS YOU !

FANCY trying your hand at being a local editor? Are
you a dab hand with a camera? Or just want to have
your story heard? Then Wood Farm News wants to hear
from you!
The Wood Farm News is a community newspaper. It
is designed to be run by local people, celebrating local
stories and is a source of useful, local information for
the community.

 Want to find out more?
Contact Sarah Edwards editor@leysnews.co.uk
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Putting the unity in the community
and the heart in partnership
COMMUNITY Partnerships aim to involve local
people in identifying local
priorities and implementing
local solutions. They encourage public service providers
to work together, as well as
with private enterprises, community groups and voluntary
organisations to improve
the quality of life of local
residents.
Each Community Partnership has it’s own Community Plan which details the
community needs identified
by local research and engagement, as well as how
these will be addressed. The

Community Plans are periodically reviewed to ensure they
continue to reflect local issues
and priorities.
Most importantly, Community Partnerships give
everyone an opportunity to
contribute towards setting
priorities for service providers
and influencing how these
priorities are fulfilled. The
Community Partnerships
seek to actively engage with
all local people, seeking their
views on, and active participation in, the future of their area.
Community involvement
can range from individuals
getting involved in small

Getting Fit in 2015!
INSPIRED Young People’s
Project is delivering tailored
fitness sessions for young
people aged 14-21 from
Wood Farm and would love
to have more young adults
and young people participating. The sessions are high
energy, fun and importantly

inclusive of all fitness levels.
So if you are looking to
sharpen up your fitness for
sport or looking to improve
your health, these sessions
are for you. Come along and
work with our coaches to
develop the sessions to your
goals.

projects that are close to their
heart to input from a fully
operational community association who are involved in
a whole variety of topics.
However much time you have
to offer, and regardless of how
broad or how specific the
activities which interest you,
you can make an important
contribution to the Community Partnership and to your
community as a whole.
 Want to know more?
Contact Phil Jones
07712922091
pmjones@oxford.gov.uk

Sessions take place
every Thursday 6-7.30pm
at Wood Farm Community
Centre and are open for 14 to
21-year-olds.
 For more information
ring 07743 874162 email:
youthambition@oxford.
gov.uk
Facebook: Oxford Youth
Ambition

Children’s Centre creates a story tree

THE Slade and Headington Children’s Centre
has created a story
tree, with funding from
the High Sheriff of
Oxfordshire.
The centre received
the Community Integration Award in 2013,
and the cash was put
towards a project which
included the creation of
a ‘Story Tree’.
The tree was made
during the Autumn term
by the centre’s Family
Arts and Crafts group
which meets every
Thursday. The group
is comprised mainly
of Wood Farm Primary

School children, and
their families.
Together with local
artist Steve Empson, the
staff at the children’s
centre worked with the
children and parents
to make the tree which
was initially used to
hang objects made by
the children during the
group.
The children were
enthusiastic participants
in the project, as supported by adults they
learnt to cut wood, drill
holes, assemble the tree
and paint it. At the end
of the project a lighting ceremony was held

and their ornaments
displayed for all to
appreciate.
The tree is on permanent display in the
children’s centre and
is currently exhibiting
photographs which
shows the wonderful diversity of the young children and their parents
who use the children’s
centre regularly.
The centre has
further exciting ideas
planned for the future
use of the tree which
will focus on, and illustrate different aspects
of the ‘life stories’ of the
families of Wood Farm.
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Shopping at the heart of your community

Thanks to Templars Square for sponsoring this page.

Visit us at www.templarssquare.com
register for our newsletter or join us on Facebook

Never too old to
start getting active
in Wood Farm!
GO ACTIVE at Oxford
City Council and Age
UK are teaming up to
bring some new physical
activities for older
residents to Wood Farm
this spring.
They are hoping to
start some Tai Chi and
Seated Exercise classes
for over 60’s in April and
are also looking for local,
enthusiastic volunteers to
train up as Walk Leaders
and lead a Health Walk
from Wood Farm.
So if you are over 50
and would like to get more
active or help others to get

active then get in touch!
Getting active should
be fun, sociable and
something that everyone
can enjoy…at any age!
As well as helping us
to control our weight,
lower our blood pressure
and increase our flexibility
moving more can also
help us to cope with stress,
sleep better and generally
feel happier!
GO Active and Age
UK are working to get
more activities in the
communities of Oxford so
that everyone can enjoy
these benefits.

If you would like to sponsor a page in Wood Farm News
please call John on 01865 711756

 To register your
interest in any of these
activities and to find
out more contact Vicki
Galvin, GO Active
Coordinator at vgalvin@
oxford.gov.uk or 01865
252720.

Don’t be left
in the dark
WE ALL rely on electricity day to day for various
things, but for some, a power cut can be distressing
and difficult. Scottish and Southern Energy are
offering vulnerable residents access to join the
Priority Services Register
This service offers:
• Dedicated 24 hour priority services phone number.
• Priority updates during a power cut.
• Nominate someone for us to contact on your behalf
• Provide information in the format you need, for
example Braille or audio CD.
• Security password to keep you safe.
You are eligible to join our Priority Services Register
if you:
• Are dependent on electricity for home medical care,
for example a kidney dialysis machine or ventilator.
• Have a chronic illness or short term medical
condition; for example you are recovering from a
major operation.
• Are disabled.
• Have special communication needs; for example
because you are blind, partially sighted, deaf or hard
of hearing.
• Have a young baby.
• Receive a state pension.
How to register:
We can’t promise your electricity will never go off,
but when it does, we want to do what we can to
make sure you have the support you need, when you
need it.
 From a landline: 0800 294 3259
Call from a mobile: 0345 072 1900
Or register online at:www.ssepd.co.uk/
PriorityServicesRegister/

Celebrations at
the Job Club
THE Wood Farm Job Club is celebrating
its second birthday this week. The Job Club,
run by local employment charity Aspire
Oxford, has been operating at the Slade and
Headington Children’s Centre since March
2013.
Over that time, 25% of attendees at
the Job Club have got into work, nearly 50
people have completed their English and
Maths courses through Ruskin College, and
more than 20 people have taken up new
volunteering opportunities.
Aspire’s Job Club coordinator, Rosa, has
supported well over a hundred local residents,
giving 350 coaching and mentoring sessions
to develop their skills and confidence. The
service is completely free for all local residents.
Feedback from Rosa’s clients have been
really positive – here are a few examples: “I
feel so different, I don’t feel like I’m lost” and
“I’m really happy. I was really surprised that
the first application I did with my new CV, I
was asked to go to interview, so I went for
that, and was offered the job right away!”
So, what’s next for Job Club? Well, there
is now a drop in session on Thursdays from
9.30 – 11.30am, where there is access to
laptops for job searching, and to make online
applications.
Not sure about using computers? There
will be a range of IT workshops beginning
in April. Topics will include how to use the
internet for job searching, how to make
electronic CV’s, and how to make job
applications online.
 If you would like to know more, just
drop in or contact Rosa on: 0793 1400 108.
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NEWS FROM WOOD FARM HEALTH CENTRE THE BULLINGDON COMMUNITY CENTRE

Your health
centre is
changing

News from Bullingdon

HELP yourselves and help the
environment. Oxford’s longest running
SWAP SHOP is held at the community
centre on the second Saturday of every
month between 11–1pm.
Wi –Fi has recently been installed, by
the City Council, in the community centre.
Free to use by anyone using the centre.
We are currently looking at what
activities might be needed for the over
50s living in Lye Valley. Contact Richard
Bryant for information.

By Dr Karen Bateman

YOU may know that after a long and dedicated
career Dr Raj has retired.
The future of your health care service at Wood
Farm has been reviewed with the staff, the local
Clinical Commissioning Group, and the Local Area
Team of the National Commissioning Board. Bury
Knowle Health Centre is pleased that it will be able
to maintain and increase the range of primary health
care services available at Wood Farm surgery.
Kim, Susan and Naomi will continue to support
both patients and the medical staff at the surgery.
The three doctors now available are Dr Karen
Bateman, Dr Emily Blount and Dr Justin Amery.
Penny Thompson and Susan McCrae, the Senior
Nurses, have also joined the team.
We propose to increase the range of services
available to you either at Wood Farm, sexual health,
and on line booking for example, or by visiting Bury
Knowle for minor surgery, contraception services,
and counselling, for example.
You will be able to access services at both
locations. Bury Knowle is next to the park on the
London Road in Headington and we have a team of
ten doctors (three male and seven female) and seven
nurses available to our patients. You can visit our

website www.buryknowle.org for information on
the practice and our services.
We will also be upgrading the premises
internally, as well as some of the computer systems
to provide electronic transfer of prescriptions, and
a dedicated website, and we hope you will notice
some improvements in the coming months.
The team will work hard to make this a smooth
transition for you. If you have any questions or
concerns, then please do not hesitate to raise them
with any of the staff and we will respond to you. We
will provide comments/suggestions forms for you
to use as well. If you wish, you can also email us at
wood.farm@nhs.net
The doctors and nurses look forward to getting
to know you in the next few months.

Wednesdays, 5.15 – 6.15pm, beginners.
Fridays, 6 – 7.30pm, yellow and green
belts
Sundays, 4.30 – 6 pm, white and orange
belts
 Parent / Carers Toddler Group
Wednesdays, 9.30 am – 12 pm.
 Date Palm Tree (Parent/Toddler
group for Muslim families )
Wednesdays, 12.30pm – 2.30pm
 German Speaking Playgroup
First and third Fridays of the month,
10 am – 12 noon.

Whats on

 7 o’clock Club ( MENCAP )
Wednesdays, 7 – 9 pm.

 Orinoco Scrap Store
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays,
11 am – 4 pm.

 Bullingdon Youth
( Junior football )
Training: Thursdays, 4.30 – 5.30 pm.
Matches: Saturday mornings.

 Swop Shop
Second Saturday of the month,
11 am – 1 pm.
 Studio Theatre Group
Mondays and Thursdays, 7 – 9 pm.
 ORK Martial Arts
Tuesdays, 6.30 – 7.30 pm, green belts.

 Rhythmic Gymnastics
Thursdays, 4.30 – 6 pm
 7 o’clock Club ( MENCAP )
Wednesday, 7– 9pm
 Church of Zion
Sundays, 11am – 1pm.

 The main hall and kitchen is available to hire for children’s parties and social
events at £10 per hour. Contact Chris Perks on 01865 764818. Please ring in the
evenings before 8pm or email richardb.bryant@ntlworld.com The floodlit all
weather sports area is available for hire at £8 per hour – contact Chris Perks.
 The Community Centre is at the Peat Moors recreation ground, off The Slade.
bullingdon-community-centre.co.uk

GET INVOLVED!

WOOD FARM NEWS is a free community newspaper
run by members of the Wood Farm community.
We encourage any resident to
get involved in our work.
If you would like to get involved with us,
or if you have any news or views you like
to see in this paper please email us.
woodfarmnewspaper@yahoo.com

Do you
want to
advertise in
Wood Farm
News?
Email: woodfarmnewspaper@yahoo.com

Improve lives.
Become a carer.
Oxfordshire’s carers improve the quality of people’s lives every day.
It’s a flexible and rewarding job that makes a real difference.

Apply for opportunities in your area
www.oacp.org.uk/jobs

Calling all 18 - 30 year olds

WE NEED YOU!

• Are you aged between
18-30 years old?
• Are you a resident of
Oxford City?
• Do you want to
earn yourself
up to £40 worth
of vouchers*?

We are looking to recruit Mystery Shoppers aged 18-30 years old.
You can do this on your own or with a group of friends.
You will be trained to test, evaluate and report on our services we provide to you.
It can get you involved in our work, give you a voice and help us shape
the services we provide.
If we are getting it wrong we need to know!

Contact us now and find out when our next training session is:
Call 01865 252374 or email tenantinvolvement@oxford.gov.uk
* Your vouchers will be given to you when you have completed the training and first mystery shop.
Additional vouchers will be given on completion of further mystery shopping sessions.

Building a world-class city for everyone

