
Statement	for	the		Oxford	Local	Plan	2036	Hearing.	Re	SP30

The	Land	has	not	been	properly	assessed	either	for	its	biodiversity	or	the	risk	
posed	by	the	former	landfill	site.	Both,	when	properly	assessed,	will	mean	that	it	
will	not	be	suitable	for	affordable	housing,	which	is	the	only	excep@onal	reason	
given	by	the	Council	to	jus@fy	building	on	the	Green	Belt.	The	NPPF	2018	states	
that	the	Green	Belt	should	only	be	altered	where	excep@onal	circumstances	are	
fully	evidenced	and	jus@fied.

The	dual	roles	of	this	Green	Belt	site
This	field	is	crucial	in	stopping	the	urban	sprawl	spreading	into	neighbouring	
Kennington	and	Radley	with	their	many	new	developments.
The	role	of	the	field	in	maintaining	biodiversity	as	a	refuge	for	wildlife	in	@mes	of	
flood	–	the	whole	of	the	neighbouring	SSSI	fields	between	the	two	branches	of	
the	river	Thames	become	flooded	when	the	rivers	are	in	full	spate	and	the	
current	is	too	strong	for	the	creatures	that	live	on	it	and	by	it.	There	is	no	other	
higher	grass	and	brush	area	on	this	southern	edge	of	Oxford,	that	could	
compensate	for	this.
Also,	any	people	let	their	dogs	run	free	in	the	SSSI	site	and	this	may	be	another	
reason	why	there	are	so	many	families	of	birds,	green	woodpeckers,	greenfinches	
and	many	others	are	on	this	site	which	is	not	used	by	dog	walkers,	who	walk	their	
dogs	on	the	neighbouring	cycle	track	alongside	and	can	watch	the	kestrel	etc	from	
that	point	without	leSng	their	dogs	onto	the	site	itself.

Compromised	inspecCons
The	two	biodiversity	inspec@ons	were	during	the	day,	did	not	inspect	the	band	of	
trees,	brambles	and	brush	and	were	both	made	in	late	Summer	aTer	months	of	
drought	,	when	the	field,	with	its	sparse	covering	of	earth	and	no	groundwater	
really	suffers.	
The	first	inspec@on	didn't	no@ce	that	the	field	was	a	former	landfill.	This	year	the	
person	looking	for	field	voles	didn't	inspect	the	en@re	length	of	the	field	and	in	
par@cular	the	collapsed	bank	and	ledge	where	field	vole's	tunnels	and	droppings	
could	be	seen.
The	young	“engineer”	who	came	to	inspect	the	landfill	site	did	not	recognise	the	
dried	out	clay	at	that	dry	@me	of	year	and	presumed,	once	again	aTer	a	2	month	
drought,	that	the	site	had	not	been	sealed	with	clay	and	that	rainwater	would	by	
now	have	washed	away	all	the	toxins.	The	inspec@on	pits	showed	that	this	was	
not	so.

Biodiversity

The Oxford Citizens Assembly held this Autumn decided as its second priority to 
advise that the City needed more Green spaces to encourage biodiversity



The field is managed in a way that encourages biodiversity. The horses graze the 
whole field over winter and then only one third of the field from Spring through to 
Autumn. This is an ideal regime for wild flowers including bee and pyramidal 
orchids, noticed also by previous tenants.
The horses don't eat nettles and thistles and this and the band of fruit trees, 
alongside the river, the wild roses and brambles attract and provide fodder for 
insects and birds.

Julie Kerans of  TVERC assessing for the Council on August 30th. after a previous 
year's drought and looking closely at probably less than half of the field did count 
over 50 different grasses and said in her report:
“The site has good potential to develop further interest and provides potential 
habitat of value for a wide range of species including invertebrates, reptiles, birds 
and mammals (including otter and bats)”

The field was inspected on various occasions by Linda Lositho for the University 
Natural History research into Dung Beetles, which are now seen as at risk. Most  
other grazing fields in the locality were found not to have any. In this field she was 
amazed to find 15 varieties - one more in these 11 acres than in the  vastly more 
extensive 500 acres in Port Meadow to the North of Oxford. The number of 
varieties in this field make it, according to Darren Mann of the University Natural 
History Museum, "one of the top 10 sites in the County", the other 9 sites  being 
designated Nature Reserves or large sites such as Shotover.
The	records	for	the	field	are	on	Dung	Beetle	UK	Mapping	Project.

 This year we have seen families of Green Woodpeckers, greenfinches, redshank, 
magpies, crows, tree creepers, pheasants and  many swifts and bats in the early 
evenings. Swarms of bees covered the crab apple blossom on a fairly substantial 
tree, one of many fruit trees, apples and pears in the band of trees by the river 
towards the Ring Road that attract the bees, butterflies and moths. We have had 
hermit bees. The kingfisher seems to have made this stretch its home. The kestrel 
is frequently to be seen hovering low over the field and even perching on the inner 
fence drawn by the field mice.

Of the many butterflies and moths Julie Kerans  recognised large veined white, 
green veined white and common blue butterflies when she visited as well as 
Redshanks and other birds. This year, where the grass had been left long it was 
thronged with butterflies and moths and flocks of birds descending into the grass 
to forage.



Risks from toxins

The Chartered Institute of Environmental Health admitted in their 1980s 
Occupational Health and Safety Report that land remediated through 
development may not always be left entirely safe. Sites like Orchard 
Village in Rainham, built on a former landfill site were plagued with serious 
health problems. 

Possible toxins from old batteries are lead and mercury but there are other 
gases like methane, which has 27 times the impact of CO2 in the 
atmosphere, and hydrogen sulphide, hydrogen cyanide etc. which are 
seriously harmful to health. Some chemicals seep through and are held by 
old materials in the landfill or even just the soil.

From the first inspection pit on the site this Summer there was a 
sulphurous smell. One of the diggers became ill and the work was halted 
for a time. Proper remedial action would be extremely costly and the 
houses built would not be affordable, in which case the breaching of the 
Green Belt here would fail the plea of exceptional circumstance that the 
Council has offered.

Appendix of Biodiversity reports

Below	is	a	list	compiled	in	2017	by	a	member	who	helped	with	the	field	management,	
liTing	manure	and	clearing	Ragwort:
“Re species spotted there:
Muntjac,  
Badgers (loads),  
Otters (by my family, not me)
Foxes, 
Herons, 
Cormorants
Kingfisher
Grebe
Mallard
Dabchick
moorhen
Starling
Thrush
Red kite
Shrew
Vole
watervole
field mouse
peregriine (no really... god knows what he was doing there...)
cuckoo
barn owl



tawny owl
Bee orchid
Early purple orchid
Pyramidal orchid
Native crayfish (as well as american ones)
Southern Hawkers (dragon fly)
I THINK Golden ring dragonflies
Beautiful demoiselle (damselfly)
Banded demoiselle
Wax wings
Goldfinches
All the usual birds....
And as for plants, I could go on for ages.....
This is far from an exhaustive list... doesn't include horses for a start!”
Miriam Jangles - 2017

The most recent resume of wildlife these last few months, has just been sent in by  Rob 
Smallweed, one of our members, who comes across to the field on his boat:
Adder, grass snake, lizards, toad, wasps, bees, red ants, greenfly, dragonfly, damsel fly 
butterflies. Otter, Heron, Cormorant, Kingfisher, Water vole, Mallards, Moorhen, white 
geese, Brent Geese,  brown duck, sheldrake , divers. Kestrel, Crow, Magpie, Jackdaw, 
Goshawk, Red Kite, Pigeon, Woodpecker, Jay, Owls. Blue Tits, Tree Creepers, Finch, 
Cuckoo, Redcrest, Thrush, Robin, Maypit, Sparrows, Wren. Swift, Swallows, Bats, 
Pheasants, Partridge, Badger, fox, squirrel, field mice, Fallow Deer, Muntjac Deer.
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