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To        Inspectors for the Oxford Local Plan examination 
From   Headington Neighbourhood Forum 

6th November 2019 
 

 
Written Submission Regarding proposed Policy SP62 The Valentia Road Site 
 
The Headington Neighbourhood Forum wishes to make a further written submission 
with regard to Policy SP62 the Valentia Road Site. 
 
The Headington Neighbourhood Plan Policy GSP1: Conserving and Enhancing 
Public Access Green Spaces states that: 
 
(3) Development will not be permitted where it results in the loss of public access 
green space or harms its setting unless it can be demonstrated that there is an 
overriding need for development on that green space and : 
 

• A public access green space(s) of an equivalent size and amenity in an 
identified area(s) of need in the HNPA is provided or 

 
• Access to the public of existing private green space(s) of an equivalent size 

and amenity in the HNPA is provided. 
 
The City Council officers have argued in response to Question 481 that the proposed 
development of this site for housing does not conflict with the Neighbourhood Plan 
Policy GSP1. They do so on the grounds that it can be demonstrated that there is an 
overriding need for the development of that green space for housing. 
 
When the Neighbourhood Plan was in preparation in 2016/7 the City Council housing 
need was much as it is now. However the site was not included on the Sites and 
Buildings register and officers raised no objection to the inclusion of this site within 
the terms of Policy GSP1. The Examining Inspector approved Policy GSP1 with no 
reference to its possible future need for development for housing. Accordingly we 
assumed that the Policy fairly reflected the balance between green space provision 
and development in Headington.2 The City Council has not produced fresh evidence 
to demonstrate why the housing need, which was not overriding in 2016/7, is now so 
much changed that the need in 2019 is overriding. Merely referring to Oxford’s 
housing need does not meet the requirements of GSP1 to demonstrate the 
overriding nature of this need. 
 
Most recently the health benefits of green spaces have been recognised and have 
further weighted the balance in favour of the protection of public access green 
spaces. In addition the increase in Headington’s population and the likely 
centralisation of Brookes University on the Gipsy Lane campus are placing 
increasing demands on local public access green spaces. 
 
The City Council officers have not demonstrated that a public access green space of 
an equivalent size and amenity in the HNPA can be provided in accordance with 
GSP1. If such a site is available it should be identified before Policy SP62 is 
approved.  There is no evidence so far that such a site exists. 
 

                                                
1 Officers response to Inspectors’ questions 
2 Headington Neighbourhood Plan 2017-2032 p23 – evidence support policy GSP1 
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The City Council officers have not demonstrated that access to the public of existing 
private green space of an equivalent size and amenity can be provided in 
accordance with GSP1. While there may be private green spaces which could be 
made available the sites should be identified and confirmation that the owner will 
make the space available for public access should be clearly established before 
Policy SP62 is approved. 
 
Rather than demonstrating that Policy SP62 is compatible with Policy GSP1 the City 
Council officers have referred to Policy GSP2 in justification. 
 
In summary 
 

• Officers have not demonstrated that there is an overriding need for housing 
development on the Valentia  Road site 

 
• Officers have not demonstrated that suitable alternative arrangements can be 

made to compensate for the loss of the Valentia Road public access green 
space. 

 
As a consequence Policy SP62 remains in conflict with the policies of the Headington 
Neighbourhood Plan. We therefore urge that Policy SP62 is not approved as part of 
the proposed new Oxford Local Plan. 
 
 
 
Patrick Coulter 
Acting Chair Headington Neighbourhood Forum 
 


