
     
 

    
  

         
         

               
           

           
            

         
           
           

           
            

         
          

   

 

    

            
         

           
 

       
       
           
        

 

      

     
           

        
          

            

         
        

         
  

 

Examination into the soundness of the Oxford Local Plan 
2036 

INSPECTORS’ MATTERS AND ISSUES 
Important note 

In our initial questions and the Council’s responses, and in subsequent 
correspondence with the Council, there have been extensive discussions about 
the need to re-word a number of policies in the interests of soundness. As part 
of this process, the Council have already suggested changes to the wording of 
some policies and where this wording is sound we have not included the item in 
the list of matters and issues to be discussed at the hearings. Further work is 
being undertaken by the Council and where new policy wording is advanced 
before the hearings to remedy a soundness issue, and we consider it sound, we 
do not envisage going over the matter at the hearings. The same will apply if we 
consider that matters are resolved or clarified through the hearing statements. A 
more focused agenda will be produced about two weeks before the hearings. 
Any hearing statements from representors on the following matters and issues 
should have regard to the proposed changes suggested by the Council in 
published correspondence with the Inspectors. 

Matter 1: The housing requirement 

Whether the circumstances exist in Oxford to justify applying an approach that 
differs from the standard method of assessing local housing need, and whether it 
is appropriate to plan for a higher level of need than the standard model 
suggests. 

Whether the evidence base, including the 2018 SHMA Update and the evidence 
of housing affordability and affordable housing need, support the continued use 
of 1,400 dwellings per annum (28,000 homes identified in the Growth Deal) as 
an overall housing requirement (before considering Oxford’s capacity). 

Matter 2: Housing capacity in Oxford 

Whether the capacity-based housing requirement for Oxford of 10,884 (544 
dwellings per annum over 20 years) set out in OCC1.B is realistic. 

Whether the policies of the Plan adequately promote housing delivery, and 
whether the Plan provides an adequate basis for ensuring that the best use 
would be made of land within Oxford to maximise housing provision. 

Whether the Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment (HELAA) is 
a reliable indication of the capacity of the city for housing and whether greater 
clarity is required for the numbers to be provided on housing sites and mixed-
use sites. 



   

           
          

     

 

   

         
           

               
              

          
		

 

     

          
     

            
         

           
   

 

   

           
         

        
  

         
        

     

   

    

     

    

    

    

       

Matter 3: Green Belt 

Whether there are strategic and local level exceptional circumstances that justify 
the release of sites from the Green Belt for development, and whether the 
approach towards compensatory improvements is sound. 

Matter 4: Housing delivery 

Whether the housing trajectory and its underlying assumptions and evidence 
provide a realistic and reliable assessment of the rate of housing delivery. 

Whether it would be possible to demonstrate a 5 year supply of housing land at 
the adoption of the plan and a reasonable prospect of a rolling 5 year supply for 
a foreseeable period thereafter, and whether the use of a stepped trajectory is 
justified. 

Matter 5: Housing for particular groups 

Whether the Plan’s approach towards the provision of employer-linked affordable 
housing is proportionate and in accordance with national policy. 

Whether the Plan’s policies facilitate the provision of enough homes for older 
people, people with disabilities and other specialist forms of accommodation. 

Whether the Plan’s approach to the provision and location of student 
accommodation is sound. 

Matter 6: Specific sites 

Whether the Plan’s site allocation policies are positively worded enough to 
encourage the delivery of beneficial development on the sites concerned and 
whether they would allow for sufficient flexibility in the face of future changes in 
circumstances. 

Whether the Plan’s approach towards the amount of development and the 
balance of land uses (and where relevant open space and sports provision) on 
the following sites is sound: 

6A: Policy SP34: Canalside Land 

6B: Policy SP39: Former Iffley Mead playing fields: 

6C: Policy SP41: Jesus College Sports Ground 

6D: Policy SP44: Lincoln College Sports Ground 

6E: Policy SP53: Oxford University Press Sports Ground 

6F: Policy SP65: Bayards Hill Primary School 

6G: Policy SP66: William Morris Close Sports Ground. 



     

   

  

 

  

           
           
           
            

      

 

      

      

      

      

        

       

      

   

 

 

  

  

   

6H: Policy SP62: the Valentia Road site 

6I: Policy SP42: John Radcliffe Hospital 

6J: Policy SP52: Oxford Stadium 

Indicative Programme 

The scheduling of the individual Matters will be refined following consideration of 
the number of interested parties seeking to participate in the discussions. For 
the moment however, we anticipate the broad structure of the Programme along 
the following lines. Please note that this may be subject to change, a final 
Programme will be published prior to the Hearings 

Week 1 – From Tuesday 3rd December 

Housing (Matters 1, 2 and 4), Green Belt (Matter 3) 

Week 2 – From Tuesday 10th December 

Housing for particular groups (Matter 5) 

Site specific policies 6A to 6G 

Week 3 – From Tuesday 17th December 

Site Specific Policies 6H to 6J 

“Wash up” and Conclusions 

Jonathan Bore 

Nick Fagan 
Inspectors 

15 October 2019 
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