
 

This guide provides a summary of the regulatory requirements.  For full details read the complete guidance on Gov.UK 

 

The Minimum Energy Efficiency Standard - Quick guides for domestic private landlords 
 

Guide One: Is my property covered by the Minimum Energy Efficiency Regulations? 
 

ü Domestic Minimum Energy Efficiency Standard (MEES) Regulations set a minimum energy efficiency standard of 
Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) band E for domestic private rented properties. 
 

ü MEES Regulations apply to all domestic private rented properties which are a) legally required to have an EPC, 
and b) let on assured or regulated tenancies, or certain types of domestic agricultural tenancy. 
  

ü Since 01 April 2018, a landlord may not enter into a new tenancy or renew an existing tenancy for a property if 
the EPC rating is below E (unless an exemption applies and has been registered on the PRS Exemptions Register). 
If the tenancy began before April 2018, the landlord has until 01 April 2020 to improve the property. 

 
Under MEES, a landlord will never be required to spend more than £3,500, including VAT on improvements. If the 
property cannot be improved to EPC E for £3,500 or less, the landlord should make all improvements which can be 
made for that amount and then register an ‘all improvements made’ exemption. 
 
 

 

Is my property let 
on one of the 

relevant types of 
domestic tenancies?

Is my property required 
to have an EPC?

Your property is covered by the minimum level of energy efficiency provisions. 
If it has an EPC rating of F or G, you must take appropriate steps to improve the 
rating to meet the minimum standard (EPC E). 

Please go to the next page to find out when you will need to take action to 
improve your property to EPC E.
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Your property is not 
covered by the 
minimum level of 
energy efficiency 
provisions, and you 
may let it with an 
EPC rating of F or G. 

 

Your property is not 
covered by the 
minimum level of 
energy efficiency 
provisions, and you 
may let it with an 
EPC rating of F or G. 

 

If your property is let 
on an assured, 
regulated, or domestic 
agricultural tenancy, it 
will be let on one of the 
relevant types of 
domestic tenancies. 

 

If, in the past 10 years, 
you have let, 
sold/bought, built or 
modified your property, 
it will be required to 
have an EPC. 
Once an EPC is lodged on 
the EPC register it is valid 
for a period of ten years 
(even if there is a change 
of tenancy or the 
property is sold). 

 



 

This guide provides a summary of the regulatory requirements.  For full details read the complete guidance on Gov.UK 

 

ü If your property is covered by the MEES Regulations, there are two key dates you need to keep in mind when 
working out when you will need to take action to comply with the Regulations: 1 April 2018 and 1 April 2020.  

 
 
 

 
 

Are you currently 
letting or planning 

on letting your 
property? 

YES

The current tenancy 
started before 01 
April 2018 and will 
run until at least 01 

April 2020.

If your property's EPC is 
below E, you have until 01 
April 2020 to improve it (or 

register an exemption, if 
one applies) if you want to 

continue letting it. 

The current tenancy 
started before 01 April 

2018, however I 
expect to enter a new 
tenancy (with a new 
or existing tenant) 

before 01 April 2020.

If your property's EPC is 
below E, you need to 
improve it to E before
you enter into the new 
tenancy or renew your 

existing tenant's tenancy 
(or register an 

exemption, if one 
applies). 

The current tenancy 
started on or after 01 

April 2018

If your property's EPC is 
below E, you should already 
have taken action. If you 
haven't done so yet, you 
should improve your 
property's EPC to E 
immediately (or register an 
exemption, if one applies).

NO

If your property is 
currently empty and 
you are not planning 
on letting it, you do 

not need to take any 
action to improve its 
EPC until you decide 

to let it again.


