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OX1 1DS 

 

20 Nov 2018 

 

BY EMAIL 
 

Dear Amanda, 

Draft Community Infrastructure Levy Charging Schedule consultation 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft CIL Charging Schedule. This letter 

represents a formal response by the City of Oxford Motor Services Ltd. (T/A Oxford Bus 

Company, Thames Travel (Wallingford) Ltd. and Carousel Buses Ltd.) 

 

I note that the change from the Preliminary Draft to the Draft is the removal of the proposed 

exclusion of strategic sites from the CIL regime. This is welcomed and will likely deliver new 

development more quickly than had this exclusion remained. It will also provide more clarity 

to developers. 

 

I also note that a Regulation 123 list (Nov 2018) has been published. 

 

Oxford Bus Company’s other comments made at the Preliminary stage remain relevant. 

Rather than replicate those point in full here, please see our letter dated 17 Oct 2018 for further 

detail. In summary the concerns raised were: 

 

• The City Council must prioritise the delivery of key infrastructure by ensuring that CIL 

income is maximised, that the spend process is transparent and that the responsibility 

for delivering strategic infrastructure is not left to other authorities to deliver; 

• The level at which CIL rates should be set to support infrastructure delivery in 

comparison to delivering affordable housing does not appear to have been 

transparently considered with a clear balancing exercise not undertaken. There would 

be scope for CIL to be set at an even higher level but it has been limited by the level 

of affordable housing provision without consideration of the impact on infrastructure 

delivery; 

• The Economic Viability Study does not test a range of options to assist in determining 

what the CIL rate could be set at. The table on page 40 of the Study shows that only a 

rate of £200 was tested for residential, student accommodation and retail (and £50 for



 

• other uses). No other rate levels have been tested. That table also shows that the 

majority of site typologies would be viable but, due to the lack of CIL rate options or 

sensitivity testing, it is completely unknown as to whether the CIL rate could actually 

be set higher bringing in additional infrastructure funding and still maintaining the 

viability of the majority of sites. 

 

I trust these comments are helpful. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Laura Higgins 

Strategic Development Manager 

Oxford Bus Company, Thames Travel and Carousel Buses  

 


