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Thames Valley Police are the Police Force that covers the Oxford area. TVP operate a police 
model based upon the creation of Local Police Areas (LPAs). Within each LPA policing is made 
up of three teams, namely “Neighbourhood Policing” and “Response Policing” and 
“Investigative Policing”.  
 
The Oxford City LPA covers the main built up area of the City, in accordance with the City 
Council boundaries. As with other LPA’s the team is divided into a number of neighbourhoods 
based upon the geography of the area, they are; 
 

 Oxford North 
 Oxford Central 
 Oxford North-East 
 Oxford Barton/Risinghurst/Sandhills 
 Oxford East 
 Oxford Cowley 
 Oxford South-East 

 

Within these areas TVP operate out of the following premises 
 

 St Aldates Police Station 

 Cowley Police Station 
 
There are also a number of smaller “Touchdown” or “Neighbourhood” Offices utilised by 
officers.  
 
At present the Oxford City Police Area has a population of approximately 161,300 and 61,616 
households. 
 
This population generates an annual total of almost 50,000 incidents that require a Police 
action. These are not necessarily all “crimes” but are calls to our 999/101 handling centre 
which in turn all require a Police response/action. Effectively therefore placing a demand on 
resources. 
 
With the anticipated planned growth in Oxford the additional population and households will 
place a significant extra demand on the existing resources. As has been well publicised current 
police resources are extremely stretched dealing not just with high profile cases and matters 



 

(terrorism, exploitation, cybercrime, modern slavery) but also dealing with day to day 
Neighbourhood policing matters.  
 
As a result, limited resources are being stretched even further and this will be compounded 
by the impact of additional housing growth.  It is therefore appropriate that the impacts of 
these new developments are mitigated against through the delivery of new infrastructure via 
developer contributions. 
 
In summary TVP would look to secure, where required and where appropriate, contributions 
of an appropriate scale towards the delivery of the following items of infrastructure to serve 
new developments and mitigate against their impact upon existing policing resources; 
 
STAFF SET UP COSTS – the cost of equipping and setting up new officers required to police 
new communities and neighbourhoods (not salary). 
  
PROVISION OF NEW VEHICLES AND BIKES - the purchase of new fleet vehicles and bicycles for 
the LPA. 
 
PREMISES – contributions towards the adaptations/alterations or extension of existing 
premises for new officers to base themselves or work out of. TVP may also seek, where 
appropriate the provision of new “touchdown” offices on significant new developments 
where new communities are being created (i.e.).  
 
MOBILE IT – provision of suitable kit and equipment to enhance the mobility and flexibility of 
officers when working. 
 
RADIO CAPACITY - additional demand will lead to an additional impact upon existing capacity 
of infrastructure, TVP generally operate at or near to full capacity and therefore any additional 
housing growth will place a demand on the infrastructure. 
 
ANPR CAMERAS – Automatic Number Plate Recognition Cameras aide in the detection but 
also prevention of crime. Funding for the strategic placement of these Cameras either on or 
close to new housing development will be sought where appropriate.  
 
CONTROL ROOM AND PND CAPACITY - At present Police control room handling is used to 
capacity at peak times. Our various call handling centre’s deploy resources to respond to calls 
as quickly as possible. We are able to assess the capacity of the existing technology and calls 
currently dealt with (based on the minimum times with callers) and are able to assess the 
additional impact of growth upon this capacity. Existing lines, telephony, licenses, IT, 
workstations and monitoring will be required. 
 
Like many other public sector organisations, TVP have seen a real terms reduction in funding, 
which has necessitated changes to the policing model. At the same time the demands placed 
on the police service increases, whilst the service has to deal with the changing nature of 
crime at both the national and local level, for example, at this time cyber-crime, child sexual 
exploitation and terrorism are areas of particular concern.  
 



 

Whilst the Chancellor’s announcement in November 2015 changed the emphasis away from 
austerity and provided protection of police funding this is reliant on the maximum permissible 
increase in the Council Tax precept increasing and does not allow room for growth. The 
Chancellor’s statement re-emphasises the Government’s commitment to protect the public 
and protect the overall spending envelope for the police, while finishing the job of police 
reform. It is clear that the Government believes that there are further efficiencies to be made 
from improved and better use of IT, from greater collaboration between forces and with other 
public services and from improving workforce productivity. The Government states that it 
trusts that Police and Crime Commissioners and Chief Constables will do everything in their 
power to drive those efficiencies, safeguard the quality of policing and continue to reduce 
crime.  
 
Increases in local population and the number of households do not lead directly to an increase 
in central government grant. Whilst there might be growth through the council tax generated 
by an increase in the number of households, this funding would not be available to fund the 
infrastructure that would be required to effectively police the proposed areas of new 
development.  
 
Therefore it is necessary to secure Developer Contributions for infrastructure, due to the 
direct link between the demand for policing services and the changes in the operational 
environment beyond our control i.e. housing growth and the subsequent and permanent 
impacts it has upon policing.  
 
Securing contributions means that the same level of service can be provided to residents of 
new development as it is to existing residents and without compromising frontline services. 
The consequence of no funding is that existing infrastructure will eventually become 
stretched to breaking point, and none of the communities TVP will serve will receive adequate 
policing.  
 
Whilst national and local funding will continue to cover salary and maintenance costs, there 
would be insufficient funding to provide the infrastructure required for officers to carry out 
their jobs effectively. TVP consider that these additional infrastructure costs arise directly as 
a result of new residential developments and that funding for the Police via both CIL and S106 
is both necessary and justified. 
 
If and when funding via Developer Contributions are made available TVP will seek appropriate 
contributions towards the delivery of items of infrastructure set out above to mitigate against 
the impact of service delivery from new housing growth.  
 
TVP welcomes the acknowledgement in the draft Infrastructure Delivery Plan that developer 
contributions towards Policing is appropriate and falls within the wider definition of 
“Community Services”. However it is respectfully requested that provision of Police 
Infrastructure is identified as a separate and distinct recipient of monies within the IDP and 
Regulation 123 list in order to highlight the importance of creating “safe communities” as 
specifically identified with in the NPPF (2018). 
 



 

Section 216 of the Planning Act 2008 provides a list of “infrastructure” but is clear that the list 
is non-exhaustive and that “infrastructure” is not a narrowly defined term. That fact is 
demonstrated by the use of the word “includes” prior to the list being set out. In our view, 
there is no difficulty in the proposition that contributions towards Police infrastructure can 
be within the definition of infrastructure for the purposes of the 2008 Act. Infrastructure is 
not limited to buildings. In the context of the police’s infrastructure the kind of items which 
could be funded includes equipment such as vehicles and bicycles, communications 
technology and surveillance infrastructure all of which have been accepted as appropriate 
items of infrastructure to be delivered via S106 Agreements. 
 
The national planning policy position to support the request set out below exists in the NPPF 
(adopted July 2018). Paragraphs 8, 26 32 and 92 together confirm that sustainable 
development means securing a safe environment through the delivery of social infrastructure 
needed by communities. In this respect, paragraph20 specifically states polices should deliver 
development that makes sufficient provision for security infrastructure. Paragraphs 16, 26, 
28, 32 and 38 collectively envisage this being delivered through joint working by all partners 
concerned with new developments.  
 
This is expanded on by paragraph 95, which states planning policies and decisions should 
promote public safety and security requirements by using the most up to date information 
available from the police; who are essential local workers providing an acknowledged “front 
line” service to the public, according to Annex 2 of the NPPF.  
 
Because the NPPF seeks environments where crime and disorder and the fear of crime do not 
undermine quality of life, the health of communities and community cohesion (paragraphs 
91 and 127). Both planning policies and decisions are expected to deliver this.  
 
 


