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12 December 2018 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL): Draft Charging Schedule - 
Consultation 

Thank you for providing South Oxfordshire District Council with the opportunity to 
comment on the CIL Draft Charging Schedule.  
 
We continue to welcome the positive steps taken to ensure contributions are 
maximised, particularly in light of the Oxford City Local Plan 2036, which is yet to be 
subject to Examination.   
 
We are aware of the current timetable for the Oxford City Local Plan 2036.  We note 
also that the Proposed Submission Draft of the plan is currently available for public 
consultation and we will respond to this consultation in due course.  Currently, it is 
expected that the Oxford City Local Plan will be submitted to the Secretary of State in 
March 2019 and is likely to be subject to Examination in the Summer later in the 
year.    
 
The Examination of the Local Plan 2036 may result in significant changes to the 
policies within the plan, which could have a consequential impact upon the 
appropriate level of CIL that may be charged on new schemes.   
 
We note in paragraph four of the consultation document that Oxford City Council 
proposes to adopt the new charging schedule in 2019.  The Council consider it 
necessary that the CIL Draft Charging Schedule is examined in parallel with, or 
shortly after, the Examination of the Local Plan 2036, which is currently scheduled for 
Summer 2019, to ensure viability is considered in a consistent manner.   
 
For instance, the Examination of the Local Plan 2036 may result in additional 
strategic sites being included within the plan.  It is therefore important that the 
infrastructure requirements of such sites are fully considered within the Charging 
Schedule and accompanying Regulation 123 list.   
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We note Oxford City’s current approach is to seek higher building and design 
standards through planning policies i.e. Policy RE1: Sustainable Design and 
Construction, as set out in the emerging Oxford City Local Plan 2036. The policy 
seeks to improve the energy efficiency and performance of new developments.  The 
City Council’s Viability Assessment published in September 2018 makes an 
allowance of £15,000 per dwelling to reflect specific policies relating to energy 
performance, renewable energy and carbon reduction, which has increased from a 
previous allowance of £8,000 per dwelling.   
 
We note the statement set out in the Viability Assessment to support the Proposed 
Submission Draft of the Plan, which acknowledges that the ‘50% affordable housing 
provision is not financially viable in every instance involving new residential 
developments, in particular the very lowest value areas’ i.e. paragraph 9.5.   
 
We hope that you find these comments constructive and would welcome the 
opportunity to discuss this matter further through a future duty to cooperate meeting 
between the councils.  
 
South Oxfordshire District Council wishes to participate at a future oral examination 
of the Plan to assist the Inspector with matters such as the duty to cooperate and to 
explain its position in further detail.   
 

 
Holly Jones 
Planning Policy Manager 
South Oxfordshire District Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




