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Dear Tom, 
 
Planning consultation: Revised HRA South Oxfordshire Local Plan 2034 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 04 April 2019 which was received by Natural 
England on the same day. 
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the 
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefi t of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.  
 
In our letter of 15th February 2019 in response to the REG 19 consultation on the South Oxfordshire 
Local Plan we raised a number of issues with the soundness of the plan. This included 
disagreement with the screening out of impacts from air pollution at Oxford Meadows in the HRA 
accompanying the plan. Having reviewed the information relating to this aspect within the revised 
HRA we are able to update our position as set out below. 
 
We note that traffic modelling has demonstrated that for all but one of the scenarios modelled, 
AADT on the A40 and A34 within 200m of Oxford Meadows SAC is predicted to reduce, and that 
under scenario 5C AADT is predicted to increase by only 100 on the A40. This falls well below the 
threshold of 1000AADT which we consider to represent a likely significant effect. On this basis, we 
are satisfied with the conclusion that the Local Plan alone will not give rise to a likely significant 
effect on the SAC. Additionally we are in agreement that, in-combination with Cherwell and Vale of 
White Horse Local Plans, the South Oxfordshire Local Plan will not give rise to a likely significant 
effect on the SAC. 
 
However, we note that in paragraphs 5.62 - 5.65 the revised HRA seeks to consider in-combination 
effects with Oxford City Local Plan. We advise against this approach since we have unresolved 
concerns about the evidence base behind the HRA of the Oxford City Local Plan in terms of levels 
of traffic likely to be generated by car free development and the lack of traffic modelling. Inclusion of 
the same assumptions within the HRA of the South Oxfordshire Local Plan would result in these 
same issues arising with this HRA. We advise that, as our concerns with the HRA of the Oxford City 
Local Plan are still outstanding, HRA of the South Oxfordshire Local Plan should not attempt to look 
in-combination with Oxford City; this in-combination assessment will need to be undertaken by 
Oxford City Council in their HRA. 
 
Our other issues of soundness in relation to the Sustainability Appraisal and allocation of Land 
North of Bayswater Brook, as set out in our letter of 15 th February, remain a concern; we would be 
happy to review any additional information relating to these aspects if it becomes available. 
 
For any queries relating to the specific advice in this letter only please contact Rebecca Micklem on 
020822 57686. For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation 
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please send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Rebecca Micklem 
 
Lead Advisor Sustainable Development 
Thames Team 
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