Appendix 1: Detailed Site Assessments
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Site size (ha): 21.68
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Site: PR14

Land North of The Moors, Kidlington

Site size (ha): 21.68

Site description
Arable farmland on the northern edge of Kidlington, on land sloping gently uphill north-westwards. St Mary’s church
lies just beyond the eastern edge of the parcel, and a caravan site separates it from the railway line to the west.
Further arable farmland lies to the north along the crest and northern side of the hill, sloping down towards the
Cherwell.
Relationship between site, settlement and countryside
The site’s landform is consistent with the urban area, and the western and central parts of the site abut back gardens
along a consistent settlement edge. As part of a larger block of visually open farmland, lacking in built development,
the site also relates to the countryside. In the western and central section of site the low hill marks some distinction
between the parcel and the fields to the north. To the north-west of the County Council Offices on The Moors a smaller
area of farmland linking the main body of the site to the road has a stronger relationship with the settlement. East of
this a small, well-hedged field separates the site from a recently constructed care home that marks the urban edge.
The church to the east is within the defined urban area, but its historic character and the openness of the grounds
around does not represent an urbanising influence.
Parcels
The site is assessed as one parcel of land.
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Site: PR14
Parcel:

PR14

Land North of The Moors, Kidlington
Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 21.68

21.68

Looking north across PR14 (with PR27 in the background) from public footpath on settlement edge.
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Site: PR14
Parcel:

PR14

Land North of The Moors, Kidlington
Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 21.68

21.68

Contribution to Green Belt purposes
Purpose

Comments

Purpose 1: Checking
sprawl of Oxford

Development here would relate to the expansion of Kidlington. It would not be considered
sprawl of Oxford and therefore plays no role with respect to this purpose.

The parcel is not close to any settlement other than Kidlington, and so plays no role with
Purpose 2:
Preventing merger of respect to this purpose. The small villages of Hampton Poyle and Thrupp to the north are
separated from the site by woodland and by the River Cherwell and the railway respectively.
settlements

Purpose 3:
Safeguarding
countryside

Largely sloping towards Kidlington and lacking strong separation from it, the parcel has a
relationship with the settlement but also lacks development and forms part of a broader area
of farmland. The eastern end of the parcel has a stronger visual relationship with the wider
rural area, and stronger screening from the urban edge. The parcel therefore provides
protection against encroachment.

Purpose 4:
Preserving Oxford's
setting and special
character

The area has insufficient relationship with Oxford to be considered to contribute to its
historic setting or special character.

Purpose 5: Assisting
urban regeneration
by encouraging the
recycling of derelict
and other urban land

All parcels are considered to make an equal contribution to this purpose.

Potential alternative Green Belt boundary
A weak hedgerow marks the northern edge of the parcel. Topography adds some distinction from the fields to the
north, although not on the flatter eastern end of the parcel. The features that contain the fields to the north (which
are assessed as site PR27a), flood-zone woodlands with the River Cherwell beyond, and the railway line to the east,
are stronger boundaries.
Harm to Green Belt resulting from release
Scenario

Comments

Rating

Release of PR14

Release of the whole parcel would represent
an encroachment on countryside and would
weaken the contribution of adjacent Green
Belt land (PR27a). However both parcels are
contained within stronger edges - the railway
line, woodland and the River Cherwell - which
would limit harm to the wider Green Belt. The
field behind the County Council offices that is
more contained within the development edge
could be released with less harm, but is too
small to constitute a strategic site.

Moderate

Release of the western and central parts of
PR14

This area is more contained by landform, and
less separated from the settlement edge, than
the eastern end of the parcel. The field behind
the County Council offices that is more
contained within the development edge could
be released with less harm, but is too small to
constitute a strategic site.

Moderate
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Site: PR14

Land North of The Moors, Kidlington

Harm to Green Belt resulting from partial release of site

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Site size (ha): 21.68

Harm to Green Belt resulting from release of whole site
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Site: PR19

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Shipton on Cherwell Quarry
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Site size (ha): 108.59
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Site: PR19

Shipton on Cherwell Quarry

Site size (ha): 108.59

Site description
The site consists of: • A large, central area between the hamlet of Bunkers Hill to the west and the railway line to the
east which is being actively quarried. The River Cherwell and a belt of trees form the northern boundary and a former
railway line with associated tree cover forms the southern boundary. The small village of Shipton-on-Cherwell lies to
the south of the course of the former railway. • Arable fields to the east of the railway, contained to the east by the
Cherwell and the Oxford Canal. • Another arable field to the south of the former railway line. • A smaller field to the
west of the A4095 (Bunkers Hill). The A4095 marks the outer edge of the Green Belt, so Shipton-on-Cherwell and all
of the site except the field to the west of the A4095 is washed-over, but Bunkers Hill is outside of the designated area.
It is noted that the quarry faces within the main area of the site are designated a SSSI for their
geological/paleontological interest. The potential impact of this on the viability of built development is not taken into
consideration in the assessment.
Relationship between site, settlement and countryside
Strong boundary vegetation and a significant change in landform separate the active workings from both Shipton-onCherwell and Bunkers Hill, and both settlements are much smaller than the site. The quarrying operations clearly affect
the current quality of the landscape, but in terms of Green Belt purposes the affected area is open land which is distinct
from the existing settlement. The railway line creates further separation from land to the east, and the small field to
the west of the A4095 is strongly contained by trees and therefore isolated from any settlement, although it is also
contained from open countryside by the A4260 Banbury Road. The field to the south of the former railway line is
separated from Shipton-on-Cherwell by other agricultural land, but the ridge-top Banbury Road also gives it a degree
of separation from further agricultural land to the west.
Parcels
The site is subdivided into a number of distinct areas:
• PR19a: the field to the south of the former railway line;
• PR19b: the quarried area, together with the small field to the west of the A4095, which by itself is too small to
accommodate strategic development;
• PR19c: The fields to the east of the railway line.

Cherwell Green Belt Study

42

April 2017

Site: PR19
Parcel:

PR19a

Shipton on Cherwell Quarry
Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 108.59

9.66

Looking south-east from the A4260 Banbury Road, near the junction with the A4095 Upper Campsfield Road.
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Site: PR19
Parcel:

Shipton on Cherwell Quarry

PR19a

Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 108.59

9.66

Contribution to Green Belt purposes
Purpose

Comments

Purpose 1: Checking
sprawl of Oxford

Development here would either relate to Shipton-on-Cherwell or be considered a new
settlement. Therefore the parcel plays no role with respect to this purpose.

The south-western corner of the parcel lies on a ridge crest, giving strong visibility from the
Purpose 2:
Preventing merger of A4260 of the London-Oxford Airport buildings which lie at the edge of the inset settlement of
Kidlington. The perceived gap between the parcel and Kidlingon is therefore relatively small.
settlements

Purpose 3:
Safeguarding
countryside

This arable farmland forms part of a larger area of similar countryside and has a more
exposed location than Shipton-on-Cherwell, which is set within a well-treed setting away
from the main road.

Purpose 4:
Preserving Oxford's
setting and special
character

The parcel forms part of the wider rural setting of Oxford, but is too distant to make a
significant contribution to this purpose.

Purpose 5: Assisting
urban regeneration
by encouraging the
recycling of derelict
and other urban land

All parcels are considered to make an equal contribution to this purpose.

Potential alternative Green Belt boundary
The main road would form a strong outer boundary to the west, but there is only weak separation from the arable
fields to the south. The raised, tree-covered former railway line makes a relatively strong boundary to the north and
east.
Harm to Green Belt resulting from release
Scenario
Release of PR19a

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Comments
The parcel relates more strongly to
countryside than to Shipton-on-Cherwell, a
settlement which itself is too small and too
contained to constitute an urbanising
influence, and contributes to the retention of a
settlement gap to the north of Kidlington. Any
release of land here would weaken the Green
Belt contribution of the adjacent fields to the
south, which in turn would weaken the
justification for retaining the Green Belt status
of Shipton-on-Cherwell.
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Rating
High

April 2017

Site: PR19
Parcel:

PR19b

Shipton on Cherwell Quarry
Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 108.59

74.20

Looking west from public footpath to the south-east of Greenhill Farm. The parcel is the disturbed ground in the
middle-distance, looked at across PR19c and foreground fields to the east of the River Cherwell.
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Site: PR19

Parcel:

Shipton on Cherwell Quarry

PR19b

Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 108.59

74.20

Contribution to Green Belt purposes
Purpose

Comments

Purpose 1: Checking
sprawl of Oxford

Development here would relate to either Shipton-on-Cherwell or Bunkers Hill, or would
constitute a new settlement. Therefore the parcel plays no role with respect to this purpose.

The parcel is close enough to Kidlington to contribute to its separation from any potential
Purpose 2:
Preventing merger of development to the north: although the parcel is itself very contained the countryside in
between is visually very open.
settlements

Purpose 3:
Safeguarding
countryside

The parcel is strongly contained in its immediate context, with strong boundary features, but
its location within the Cherwell valley also means that it forms part of the wider valley
landscape. Its Green Belt role in safeguarding countryside is limited by its location at the
edge of the designated area, but the parcel as a whole constitutes a sizeable area of open
countryside in its own right. The current condition of the parcel affects its landscape quality
but as a temporary state (subject to restoration) this cannot be considered to affect its
Green Belt contribution.

Purpose 4:
Preserving Oxford's
setting and special
character

The area is part of the Cherwell valley, which has value as a rural approach to Oxford, but it
is too remote from the City to make more than a minor contribution to its historic character.

Purpose 5: Assisting
urban regeneration
by encouraging the
recycling of derelict
and other urban land

All parcels are considered to make an equal contribution to this purpose.

Potential alternative Green Belt boundary
The parcel has strong boundary features: the railway line to the east and tree belts marking the courses of former
railway lines to the north and south. The A4095 to the west is the current Green belt boundary. There are no defined
permament features within the parcel, which has been almost entirely worked for mineral extraction, but quarry
restoration offers the potential to create new boundaries.
Harm to Green Belt resulting from release
Scenario
Release of PR19b

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Comments
Release of the whole parcel, resulting in effect
in creation of a new settlement, would
introduce significant harm in terms of
settlement separation north of Kidlington, and
would affect a large enough area to constitute
significant encroachment on countryside,
despite being adjacent to the Green Belt
boundary. Shipton-on-Cherwell could
potentially remain in the Green Belt, with the
former railway line marking a boundary
between the two.
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Site: PR19

Shipton on Cherwell Quarry

Site size (ha): 108.59

Release of a smaller part of PR19b,
associated with expansion of Shipton-onCherwell (see ratings map at end of site
assessment)

A smaller Green Belt release, contained by the
railway line to the east, would result in less
countryside encroachment, but would still
have adverse impact on the settlement gap
north of Kidlington. There are no features to
define a new inset Green Belt edge to the
north, but restoration works could remedy
this. It is noted however that the SSSI status
of much of the parcel could affect the potential
to create a new boundary, with consequently
greater harm to the Green Belt.

Moderate high

Release of a smaller part of PR19b,
associated with alteration of the outer
Green Belt boundary at Bunkers Hill (see
ratings map at end of site assessment).

Bunkers Hill's position outside of the Green
Belt means that only a minor alteration of the
Green Belt outer boundary would be needed to
accommodate an enlargement of the
settlement. It is assumed that it would be
easier to make a case for minor adjustment to
the outer boundary than for the creation of a
new inset development. At present there is
strong separation between Bunker's Hill and
the parcel, and an absence of features to
define a new Green Belt edge, but restoration
works could remedy this. It is noted however
that the SSSI status of much of the parcel
could affect the potential to create a new
boundary, with consequently greater harm to
the Green Belt. Any new development would
need to be limited enough in size to avoid
significant harm to the settlement gap north of
Kidlington.

Moderate
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Site: PR19
Parcel:

PR19c

Shipton on Cherwell Quarry
Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 108.59

24.73

Looking north-west towards the railway line on the edge of Shipton-on-Cherwell, from the Oxford Canal Walk.
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Site: PR19
Parcel:

Shipton on Cherwell Quarry

PR19c

Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 108.59

24.73

Contribution to Green Belt purposes
Purpose

Comments

Purpose 1: Checking
sprawl of Oxford

Development here would relate to Shipton-on-Cherwell, not Oxford. Therefore the parcel
plays no role with respect to this purpose.

The parcel is close enough to Kidlington to contribute to its separation from any potential
Purpose 2:
Preventing merger of development to the north, but is too contained for that contribution to be strong. The River
Cherwell's meanders strengthen separation.
settlements

Purpose 3:
Safeguarding
countryside

This is low-lying land, in part floodplain, which relates strongly to the wider Cherwell valley
and is separated from Shipton-on-Cherwell by both the existing railway and former branch
line.

Purpose 4:
Preserving Oxford's
setting and special
character

The area is part of the Cherwell valley, which has value as a rural approach to Oxford, but it
is too remote from the City to make more than a minor contribution to its historic character.

Purpose 5: Assisting
urban regeneration
by encouraging the
recycling of derelict
and other urban land

All parcels are considered to make an equal contribution to this purpose.

Potential alternative Green Belt boundary
The river, railway and canal would form strong boundaries.
Harm to Green Belt resulting from release
Scenario
Release of PR19c

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Comments
The parcel is strongly contained by landscape
elements that separate it from Shipton-onCherwell but do not lessen its association with
the wider countryside. Development here
would constitute significant encroachment.
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Site: PR19

Shipton on Cherwell Quarry

Site size (ha): 108.59

Harm to Green Belt resulting from release of site
Scenario
Release of site PR19 in its entirety

Comments
The site as a whole constitutes a large area of open
land which has little connection to the adjacent small
settlements, and which as part of the Cherwell
Valley can be considered to form part of a distinctive
landscape that lacks significant urbanising influence
until it reaches Oxford. Its role in protecting against
encroachment on the wider countryside is limited by
its peripheral location within the Green Belt, but
development of the site as a whole would result in a
sizeable settlement with a relatively small gap to
Kidlington and strong connectivity via the A4260.

Harm to Green Belt resulting from partial release of site

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Rating
High

Harm to Green Belt resulting from release of whole site
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Site: PR20

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Begbroke Science Park

51

Site size (ha): 174.62
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Site: PR20

Begbroke Science Park

Site size (ha): 174.62

Site description
Farmland between Kidlington, Yarnton and Begbroke, together with the Begbroke Science Park, defined by the Oxford
Canal to the east, the A44 and urban edges to the west and field boundary trees and hedgerows to the north and
south.
Relationship between site, settlement and countryside
The site accounts for all of the settlement gaps between the inset urban areas of Kidlington, Begbroke and the northern
end of Yarnton, and a large proportion of the gap between the southern ends of Kidlington and Yarnton. There are
relatively weak boundaries associated with the part of Yarnton which lies to the east of the A44, and the eastern edge
of Begbroke. Kidlington is strongly defined by the Oxford Canal, which forms the western edge of all of the residential
settlement area. The southern side of Begbroke is edged by the well-treed Rowel Brook.
Parcels
The site is assessed as 6 parcels of land:
• PR20a: two fields to the north of Rowel Brook;
• PR20b: land to the west of Begbroke Science Park;
• PR20c: Begbroke Science Park;
• PR20d: land to the east of Begbroke Science Park;
• PR20e: land to the east of Yarnton;
• PR20f: land to the east of the railway line.
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Site: PR20
Parcel:

Begbroke Science Park

PR20a

Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 174.62

14.02

Looking west from Begbroke Lane right of way towards the north-eastern edge of Begbroke.
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Site: PR20
Parcel:

Begbroke Science Park

PR20a

Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 174.62

14.02

Contribution to Green Belt purposes
Purpose

Comments

Purpose 1: Checking
sprawl of Oxford

Development here would relate to the expansion of Begbroke or Kidlington, not Oxford.
Therefore the parcel plays no role with respect to this purpose.

The parcel occupies the entire gap between Begbroke and Kidlington, at the point where the
Purpose 2:
Preventing merger of Oxford Canal and the railway cross on the edge of Kidlington. The canal and railway, and
associated vegetation, form strong barriers which retain a sense of separation between the
settlements
parcel and the settlement by limiting views and direct movement between them. However,
any functional open land between the two would be lost.
Purpose 3:
Safeguarding
countryside

The easternmost of the two fields has strong separation from both Begbroke and Kidlington
and lacks urbanising influences, although there is also a degree of separation from the wider
countryside, with Rushy Meadows SSSI forming a strong boundary to the north and Rowel
Brook a relatively strong edge to the south. The westernmost field has a stronger
relationship with Begbroke, but also retains a relationship with open land to the north and
south. The parcel therefore provides some protection against encroachment.

Purpose 4:
Preserving Oxford's
setting and special
character

The parcel adjoins the Oxford Canal, a conservation area which provides an important
historic route into the City. Urban development lines the eastern side of the canal in this
area, and the presence of built development to both sides of the canal a short distance to
the north limits the role that open countyside plays in relation to Oxford’s setting in this
area, but there is nonetheless some contribution to this purpose.

Purpose 5: Assisting
urban regeneration
by encouraging the
recycling of derelict
and other urban land

All parcels are considered to make an equal contribution to this purpose.

Potential alternative Green Belt boundary
Rowel Brook to the south and the Begbroke Lane track to the north would form consistent boundaries with Begbroke.
The small block of trees at the junction of the two fields that form the parcel could form an alternative boundary that
would be stronger than the existing Begbroke inset settlement boundary but weaker than the canal and railway line.
Harm to Green Belt resulting from release
Scenario

Comments

Rating

Release of PR20a

Loss of settlement separation between
Kidlington and Begbroke would constitute
significant harm to Green Belt purposes.

High

Expansion of Kidlington into PR20a

Any development representing residential
expansion of Kidlington across the railway line
or canal would represent a significant change
in the settlement’s extents, intruding into
Green Belt countryside and, by weakening the
role of the railway and the canal as consistent
settlement boundary features, weakening
adjacent Green Belt.

High
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Site: PR20
Expansion of Begbroke to a new boundary
within PR20a, covering no more than 50%
of the westernmost field, to preserve a
rural north-south link (see ratings map at
end of site assessment)

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Begbroke Science Park
Limited eastward expansion of Begbroke would
have less impact on the Green Belt, but there
are no alternative existing boundary features
other than the boundary between the two
fields. Expansion of the settlement form this
far from its core area around the A44 would
still represent significant encroachment on
countryside which links north and south to the
wider Green Belt, and a reduction of the
narrow settlement gap.
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Site size (ha): 174.62
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Site: PR20
Parcel:

PR20b

Begbroke Science Park
Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 174.62

40.44

Looking south-east from A44 across allotments towards northern edge of Yarnton.
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Site: PR20
Parcel:

Begbroke Science Park

PR20b

Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 174.62

40.44

Contribution to Green Belt purposes
Purpose

Comments

Purpose 1: Checking
sprawl of Oxford

Development here would relate to the expansion of Begbroke or Yarnton, not Oxford.
Therefore the parcel plays no role with respect to this purpose.

The parcel occupies the entire gap between Yarnton and Begbroke. The strong visual
Purpose 2:
Preventing merger of boundary of the tree line along Rowel Brook would preserve some distinction between
development in this parcel and Begbroke, but this would not be perceived as a settlement
settlements
gap from the adjacent A44.

Purpose 3:
Safeguarding
countryside

The arable fields in this parcel have a degree of containment, by built development and by
the A44, but they nonetheless form part of a tree-framed arable landscape which visibly
extends eastwards towards Kidlington and westwards up to wooded high ground beyond the
A44. To the north, Rowel Brook provides strong separation from Begbroke. The Science Park
is an urbanising influence, but it occupies the ridge of a low hill, and its elevation, built form
and screening vegetation distinguish it from the adjacent farmland. There is less separation
between the parcel and Yarnton, but development in this area would still constitute a degree
of encroachment on the countryside.

Purpose 4:
Preserving Oxford's
setting and special
character

The area has insufficient relationship with Oxford to be considered to contribute to its
historic setting or special character.

Purpose 5: Assisting
urban regeneration
by encouraging the
recycling of derelict
and other urban land

All parcels are considered to make an equal contribution to this purpose.

Potential alternative Green Belt boundary
The A44 constitutes a relatively strong boundary to the west: it is a strong linear feature, but does not represent a
strong distinction between development and countryside, as inset development at Yarnton is mostly located to the
west of the A44, and there is built development within the Green Belt to the west of the road at Begbroke. To the
east, hedgerows marking the parcel edge are not strong boundary features, but alignment with the Science Park adds
to their definition. Hedgerows within the parcel form relatively weak boundaries.
Harm to Green Belt resulting from release
Scenario
Release of PR20b

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Comments
Loss of settlement separation within the parcel
between Yarnton and Begbroke would increase
the extent of urbanisation between Woodstock
and Oxford, as experienced along the A44.
There would still be some distinction to the
west of the A44 between the older part of
Begbroke and the larger part of Yarnton, but
the Green Belt corridor between
Yarnton/Begbroke and Kidlington would be
weakened through greater separation from
open countryside to the west.
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Site: PR20

Begbroke Science Park

Site size (ha): 174.62

Release of PR20b contained to the south of
the Science Park access road (see ratings
map at end of site assessment)

A more limited release of land contiguous with
Yarnton but preserving separation from
Begbroke would result in some reduction in
harm, but loss of this separation would
weaken justification for retaining the Science
Park’s Green Belt status. Any release of land
adjacent to Yarnton would also be likely to
weaken the justification for retaining the
Green Belt status of Yarnton Nurseries garden
centre.

Moderate high

Release of PR20b contained to the south
of the Science Park access road and to the
north and west of Yarnton Nurseries

A more limited release of land contiguous with
Yarnton but preserving separation from
Begbroke and from the Science Park would
result in less harm, although it would weaken
the justification for retaining the Green Belt
status of Yarnton Nurseries garden centre.

Moderate

Cherwell Green Belt Study
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Site: PR20
Parcel:

PR20c

Begbroke Science Park
Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 174.62

7.78

Looking north from Sandy Lane across PR20d towards Begbroke Science Park.
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Site: PR20
Parcel:

Begbroke Science Park

PR20c

Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 174.62

7.78

Contribution to Green Belt purposes
Purpose

Comments

Purpose 1: Checking
sprawl of Oxford

Development here would relate to the Begbroke Science Park, not Oxford. Therefore the
parcel plays no role with respect to this purpose.

The parcel is mostly built on, so any residential development within the same site would
Purpose 2:
Preventing merger of represent an intensification rather than new development. Assuming no significant increase
in building heights, release of land for development would not result in any significant
settlements
reduction in visual separation between the surrounding settlements of Yarnton, Begbroke
and Kidlington.
Purpose 3:
Safeguarding
countryside

The parcel is to a large extent developed, and so lacks the characteristics of countryside,
although its elevated location, built form and screening vegetation distinguish it from the
residential areas of Yarnton and Begbroke. Intensification that did not alter this would not
result in any perceived encroachment on countryside; however to achieve development of a
strategic scale would be likely to result in a change in character and in the extent of
associated activity that would constitute a significant increase in urbanising impact on the
surrounding countryside.

Purpose 4:
Preserving Oxford's
setting and special
character

The area has insufficient relationship with Oxford to be considered to contribute to its
historic setting or special character.

Purpose 5: Assisting
urban regeneration
by encouraging the
recycling of derelict
and other urban land

All parcels are considered to make an equal contribution to this purpose.

Potential alternative Green Belt boundary
The Science Park has planted boundary tree belts which clearly define it.
Harm to Green Belt resulting from release
Scenario
Intensification of use to include strategic
scale residential development

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Comments
A release of land to provide residential
accommodation would be an intensification of
use that would constitute a significant increase
in urbanising influence on the surrounding
countryside, and therefore an encroachment
that would weaken the Green Belt contribution
of the surrounding open land. However the
presence of existing commercial development
limits the extent of harm that would result.
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Site: PR20
Parcel:

PR20d

Begbroke Science Park
Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 174.62

31.13

Looking north-west across PR20e from Sandy Lane rail crossing.
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Site: PR20
Parcel:

Begbroke Science Park

PR20d

Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 174.62

31.13

Contribution to Green Belt purposes
Purpose

Comments

Purpose 1: Checking
sprawl of Oxford

Development here would relate to the expansion of Begbroke Science Park, Yarnton or
Kidlington, not Oxford. Therefore the parcel plays no role with respect to this purpose.

The parcel occupies almost the entire gap between Yarnton and Kidlington. The Oxford Canal
Purpose 2:
Preventing merger of and railway line, with associated vegetation, form strong barriers which retain a sense of
separation between the parcel and Kidlington by limiting views and direct movement
settlements
between them. However the physical gap between the two settlements would become very
narrow.
The parcel also accounts for the majority of the gap between Kidlington and Begbroke, but
the tree-lined Rowel Brook adds additional visual separation.
Purpose 3:
Safeguarding
countryside

The parcel relates more strongly to the surrounding arable farmland than to settlements,
with Kidlington, Begbroke and Yarnton all relatively well screened visually, although
separation between the edge of Yarnton and the south-western part of the parcel, adjacent
to Sandy Lane, is weaker. The Science Park is an urbanising influence, but it occupies the
ridge of a low hill, and its elevation, built form and screening vegetation distinguish it from
the adjacent farmland. The several structures at Parker’s Farm are well-contained by trees
and, as agricultural buildings, do not represent an urbanising influence.

Purpose 4:
Preserving Oxford's
setting and special
character

There are very filtered views into the parcel, through trees, and a narrow view along a
power line corridor, from several locations along the Oxford Canal in the vicinity of
Roundham Lock. Areas which contribute to the setting of the canal are considered to make a
limited contribution to Oxford’s setting and special character, but there is insufficient
relationship in this instance for the parcel to be considered to contribute to this purpose.

Purpose 5: Assisting
urban regeneration
by encouraging the
recycling of derelict
and other urban land

All parcels are considered to make an equal contribution to this purpose.

Potential alternative Green Belt boundary
Rowel Brook and the railway line, to the north and east, are strong boundary features. Sandy Lane, to the south of the
parcel, is a relatively strong feature. The western parcel edge is not as strongly defined, and does not represent any
significant change in landform or land cover. There are no existing alternative boundary features within the parcel
other than farm tracks.
Harm to Green Belt resulting from release
Scenario
Release of PR20d

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Comments
Reduction in settlement separation between
Kidlington and Yarnton resulting from release
of the whole parcel would constitute significant
harm to Green Belt purposes.
Any development representing residential
expansion of Kidlington across the railway line
or canal would represent a significant change
in the settlement’s extents, intruding into
Green belt countryside. By weakening the role
of the railway and the canal as consistent
settlement boundary features, release would
also weaken adjacent Green Belt, in particular
the land between the parcel and Kidlington
(assessed as PR20f).
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Site: PR20

Begbroke Science Park

South-western section of PR20d, adjacent
to Sandy Lane and the old access road to
the Science Park (see ratings map at end of
site assessment)

Release of land adjacent to Sandy Lane would
lose separation between the Science Park and
Yarnton, weakening the Green Belt
contribution of the Science Park and land to
the south-west (assessed as part of P20b) and
therefore having a greater impact on the gap
between Yarnton and Kidlington. It would also
encroach on an area that currently is little
influenced by urban development.

Hilltop area of PR20d, adjacent to Begbroke Limited eastward expansion from Begbroke
Science Park (see ratings map at end of
Science Park, retaining openness to the east of
site assessment)
Parker’s Farm, would have less impact on the
settlement gap and on countryside as long as
it retained a strong association with the
Science Park in terms of form, character and
topographical location (i.e. Begbroke Hill).
However any release of land to achieve this
would weaken justification for retaining the
Science Park’s Green Belt status, and would
still constitute an additional urbanising
influence that would weaken the Green Belt
contribution of adjacent open land.

Cherwell Green Belt Study

63

Site size (ha): 174.62
Moderate high
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Site: PR20
Parcel:

PR20e

Begbroke Science Park
Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 174.62

32.41

Looking north-east toward edge of Yarnton, from the A44.
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Site: PR20
Parcel:

Begbroke Science Park

PR20e

Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 174.62

32.41

Contribution to Green Belt purposes
Purpose

Comments

Purpose 1: Checking
sprawl of Oxford

Development here would relate to the expansion of Yarnton, not Oxford. Therefore the
parcel plays no role with respect to this purpose.

The parcel occupies a large proportion of the gap between Yarnton and Kidlington, but the
Purpose 2:
Preventing merger of Oxford Canal and railway line, with associated vegetation and intervening fields, form strong
barriers which retain a sense of separation between the parcel and Kidlington, limiting views
settlements
and direct movement.

Purpose 3:
Safeguarding
countryside

The parcel relates to surrounding farmland but urbanising influence is stronger adjacent to
Yarnton, where there are no strong boundaries to separate the parcel from the settlement
edge, and the A44. Isolated dwellings within the parcel, close to the urban edges on
Woodstock Road and Sandy Lane, do not have an urbanising influence. The parcel therefore
provides some protection against encroachment.

Purpose 4:
Preserving Oxford's
setting and special
character

The area has insufficient relationship with Oxford to be considered to contribute to its
historic setting or special character.

Purpose 5: Assisting
urban regeneration
by encouraging the
recycling of derelict
and other urban land

All parcels are considered to make an equal contribution to this purpose.

Potential alternative Green Belt boundary
The railway line is a strong physical feature. Its boundary strength is to a degree compromised because it also forms
the western boundary to the residential area of Kidlington, north of Rownham Lock, but Sandy Lane is a relatively
strong boundary to contain the parcel to the north. Hedgerow/tree boundaries to the south form a weaker edge. There
are field boundaries within the parcel that would constitute moderate strength alternative boundaries.
Harm to Green Belt resulting from release
Scenario
Release of PR20e

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Comments
The release of the whole parcel would cause a
sizeable reduction in the gap between
Kidlington and Yarnton, although a gap,
strengthened by the railway line and the
canal, would remain. It would also constitute a
significant increase in the size of the
settlement, encroaching on countryside. The
Green Belt contribution of land to the south
which is also contained by the railway line
(most of which is assessed as PR126) would
be weakened.
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Site: PR20

Begbroke Science Park

PR20e to south of existing settlement edge,
extending no further east than existing
settlement edge (see harm ratings map at
end of PR20 site assessment).

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Release of land to the south of the existing
settlement edge, already adjoined by
development on two sides, would represent
less harm, despite the lack of an existing
boundary feature, and would have less impact
on the integrity of Green Belt to the south.
There woule be no justification in retaining the
Green Belt status of the narrow sliver of land
between the southern edge of the parcel and
the hedgerow just beyond, which as an
existing feature would form a stronger Green
Belt boundary.
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Site: PR20
Parcel:

PR20f

Begbroke Science Park
Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 174.62

48.82

Looking north-west from Sandy Lane, close to the canal bridge.
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Site: PR20
Parcel:

PR20f

Begbroke Science Park
Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 174.62

48.82

Contribution to Green Belt purposes
Purpose

Comments

Purpose 1: Checking
sprawl of Oxford

Development here would relate to the expansion of Kidlington, not Oxford. Therefore the
parcel plays no role with respect to this purpose.

Any development representing residential expansion of Kidlington across the canal would
Purpose 2:
Preventing merger of represent a significant change in the settlement’s extents, intruding into Green belt
countryside, although the impact on adjacent Green Belt would be limited by the presence of
settlements
the railway line as a line of strong containment to the residential area.
The parcel represents a fairly small proportion of the gap between Kidlington and Yarnton at
its northern end, but a greater proportion at the southern end, where the railway still serves
as a barrier. Urban fringe uses affect the countryside character of the remaining gap.
Purpose 3:
Safeguarding
countryside

This is open, arable farmland, with the urban edge of Kidlington strongly contained by the
Oxford Canal. Connectivity with the wider countryside is limited by the railway line to the
west, and by land uses that affect countryside character – a solar farm and a haulage and
plant hire contractor’s yard (the latter assessed as PR92) – to the south; however the parcel
represents a sizeable area of countryside in its own right.

Purpose 4:
Preserving Oxford's
setting and special
character

Areas which contribute to the setting of the Oxford Canal are considered to make some
contribution to Oxford’s setting and special character. The parcel abuts a long stretch of the
canal which, although adjacent to the urban edge of Kidlington, marks a clear distinction
between settlement and countryside which makes some contribution to the historic setting of
Oxford, albeit limited by distance.

Purpose 5: Assisting
urban regeneration
by encouraging the
recycling of derelict
and other urban land

All parcels are considered to make an equal contribution to this purpose.

Potential alternative Green Belt boundary
The railway line is a strong boundary feature at the northern end of the parcel, but would nonetheless represent a less
consistent boundary than the canal. The well treed Green Lane is a moderately strong boundary to the south-west,
but the railway line beyond it would form a stronger edge. Field boundaries to the south would make a significantly
weaker Green Belt edge.
Harm to Green Belt resulting from release
Scenario

Comments

Release of PR20f

The site as a whole is critical to the
maintenance of separation between Kidlington,
Yarnton and Begbroke, and despite the
proximity of urban edges retains a relatively
strong countryside character.

Release of PR20f to the north of Sandy
Lane (see ratings map at end of site
assessment)

Release of just the area to the north of Sandy
Lane, which is contained by road and railway,
would have slightly less impact on the wider
Green Belt than the release of land further
south and east; the latter would weaken
adjacent Green Belt within the parcel and in
PR34 (between Sandy Land and Green Lane)
more significantly by leaving smaller, more
contained areas of open land.
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Site: PR20

Begbroke Science Park

Site size (ha): 174.62

Harm to Green Belt resulting from release of site
Scenario
Release of PR20 in its entirety

Comments
The site as a whole is critical to the maintenance of
separation between Kidlington, Yarnton and
Begbroke, and despite the proximity of urban edges
retains a relatively strong countryside character.

Harm to Green Belt resulting from partial release of site

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Rating
High

Harm to Green Belt resulting from release of whole site
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Site: PR21
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Land off Mill Lane/ Kidlington Road, Islip
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Site: PR21

Land off Mill Lane/ Kidlington Road, Islip

Site size (ha): 4.51

Site description
A field on the western edge of Islip, defined by the railway line to the south, Kidlington Road to the north and the
minor road Mill Lane to the west. The south-western part of the field has recently been engineered to accommodate the
northern section of a new pedestrian bridge across the railway line. Residential properties occupy the north-eastern
corner of the field (outside of PR21) and either side of Kidlington Road to the east. The village of Islip is entirely
washed-over by the Green Belt.
Relationship between site, settlement and countryside
The site has a fairly strong relationship with the settlement edge of Islip, but also relates strongly to the open, flat
farmland to the north and west. The adjacent development has a degree of distinction from the core of Islip, located to
the south of the railway line, with most housing on Kidlington Road and Bletchingdon Road constituting post-war linear
expansion. This contrasts with the more nucleated village centre, with narrow roads and a strong vernacular character.
The railway provides a boundary feature to the south, but is linked by the new bridge to the south-western edge of the
village, and so doesn't constitute a strong distinction between settlement and countryside.
Parcels
The site is assessed as one parcel. This land is also assessed as part of parcel PR209c.

Cherwell Green Belt Study

71

April 2017

Site: PR21
Parcel:

PR21

Land off Mill Lane/ Kidlington Road, Islip
Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 4.51

4.51

Looking north-east from the new railway footbridge.
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Site: PR21
Parcel:

PR21

Land off Mill Lane/ Kidlington Road, Islip
Parcel area (ha):

Site size (ha): 4.51

4.51

Contribution to Green Belt purposes
Purpose

Comments

Purpose 1: Checking
sprawl of Oxford

Development here would relate to the expansion of Islip, not Oxford. Therefore the parcel
plays no role with respect to this purpose.

The parcel lies on the eastern edge of the Cherwell valley, which together with the A34
Purpose 2:
Preventing merger of further west creates strong separation from Kidlington, located over 1.7km away at its
nearest point.
settlements

Purpose 3:
Safeguarding
countryside

The housing in the vicinity of the parcel has a more modern character than the village core,
representing a degree of sprawl, but is not in itself a strong urbanising influence within this
low-lying, visually open, agricultural landscape. The parcel is considered to relate more to
the wider countryside than the settlement, so development would constitute encroachment.

Purpose 4:
Preserving Oxford's
setting and special
character

Islip is some distance from Oxford, but the rural character of the approach to the City along
the Cherwell valley still contributes to its historic character. However the parcel is too small
and too closely associated with Islip for development to be likely to represent any significant
intrusion.

Purpose 5: Assisting
urban regeneration
by encouraging the
recycling of derelict
and other urban land

All parcels are considered to make an equal contribution to this purpose.

Potential alternative Green Belt boundary
The parcel's boundaries are clearly defined, but would constitute an isolated release of Green Belt land. Were land to
be released, the eastern edge of the parcel would not represent any distinction between settlement and countryside,
as there are houses beyond it, but the railway line would constitute a stronger boundary, marking some difference
between the village core and later expansion.
Harm to Green Belt resulting from release
Scenario
Release of PR21

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Comments
Development here would represent
encroachment on countryside, but would not
have a strong impact on the contribution of
adjacent Green Belt other than the area to the
east that has already been developed. In
character, form and density, the core of Islip
to the south of the railway line is
commensurate with its washed-over status,
and the current extent of development to the
north of the railway is insufficient to
significantly affect this. The railway line could
provide sufficient distinction for a release of
land to the north only, leaving the bulk of the
existing village in the Green Belt.
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Site: PR21

Land off Mill Lane/ Kidlington Road, Islip

Harm to Green Belt resulting from partial release of site

Cherwell Green Belt Study

Site size (ha): 4.51

Harm to Green Belt resulting from release of whole site

74

April 2017

