
Oxford City Council is working on a new Local Plan that will shape 
development in Oxford over the next 20 years. The Local Plan is important 
as it will guide new buildings to the right locations whilst protecting and 
improving the environment and people’s quality of life; it will help to deliver 
the new homes, businesses, jobs, shops, and infrastructure needed to support 
the sustainable growth of Oxford over the years to 2036.

Last summer we asked you what issues the new Local Plan should cover. We have 
listened to what local communities, businesses and other organisations told us and 
are now considering a range of policy options. 

This leafl et sets out some of our suggested preferred policy options for the new Local 
Plan 2036. We want to know what you think. 

You can tell us what you think by ticking whether you agree or 
disagree with the Preferred Options shown inside this leafl et and 
sending it back to us FREEPOST by Friday 25th August 2017. 

More information on the options for the Oxford Local Plan 2036, including sites 
proposed for development, can be found on our website (www.oxford.gov.uk/
localplan) and at public libraries across the city. You can also come and speak to us 
at a range of events this summer (for more details visit our website) or email your 
thoughts to planningpolicy@oxford.gov.uk

Come and visit us in our pop-up shop in Ship Street 11am-2pm Monday 10th 
to Friday 14th July.

We will use your comments (and any further evidence) to produce a draft Local Plan 
that will be available for you to comment on next summer. 

View the main document on our website www.oxford.gov.uk/localplan

Comment online, via email or in writing
email planningpolicy@oxford.gov.uk
phone 01865 252847 
or write to Planning Policy, Oxford City Council, 
St Aldate’s Chambers, 109-113 St Aldate’s, Oxford OX1 1DS

 Name:

 Address:

 Email:

 

Gender:  Female    Male  

Age Group:   ≤18  19-25  26-35   36-45  46-55  56-65  65+

Would you like to be kept informed of the next stages of Local Plan development?     Yes       No

 We would prefer to contact you by email, but if you would prefer us to contact you by post please tick 

here (and ensure you have written your address) 

Oxford City Council will not use your details for any other purpose. Oxford City Council is committed to ensuring 
that the requirements of the Data Protection Act 1998 are met.

Your details

Freepost RTGC-ECRH-ACCC 

Oxford City Council  

Planning Policy 

PO Box 10 

Oxford 

OX1 1EN 
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FOLD HERE

Please use the space below to make comments. The middle pages of this leafl et 
provide an overview of the options and a questionnaire. To see the full set of options on other topics, 
including shopping areas and housing numbers, and also the sites proposed for development, please view 
the main document on our website www.oxford.gov.uk/localplan Detailed comments can be made on our 
website for each option and each site proposed (for as many or as few of the options as you are interested 
in). Alternatively, you can comment on those here, or by writing to us or emailing. 

Please fi ll in this section. Your 
details will be entered into the 

PRIZE DRAW
See front page

 for details. 

SEAL WITH STICKY TAPE

A strong 
community 

A prosperous city 
with opportunities 

for all

A centre for 
learning, knowledge 

and innovation

A healthy place An enjoyable city 
to live in and visit

An 
environmentally 
sustainable city

Building a world-class city for everyone

PREFERRED OPTIONS 
30th June - 25th August 2017

Local Plan 2036

Oxford Local Plan 2036 

We want to 
hear from you!

Returned forms 
will be entered into a 

PRIZE DRAW
Two lucky winners 

will be awarded
Love to Shop 

gift cards worth 
£25 each!
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www.oxford.gov.uk/localplan Preferred Options Document

Do you agree with the Preferred Options? 

Preferred Option: Protecting green spaces - Do not allow loss of important green spaces including 
wildlife sites, playing pitches and allotments, except in exceptional circumstances and only where any loss 
can be made up and/or it will lead to improvements elsewhere.   

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: Wildlife improvement - Require new developments to include features to support 
wildlife such as bird and bat boxes and appropriate landscape planting.

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: Tall buildings - Allow well designed taller buildings in appropriate locations, give 
design guidance on what to consider in Oxford and require developers to show what their impact will be. 

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: Air quality - Require air quality assessments that show how development will not 
worsen air quality, and that occupants will be protected from poor air quality.

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Oxford is a special place, with world famous buildings, a range of green spaces, two rivers 
and a canal. It is important that new developments help to keep and enhance Oxford’s special 
character. 

Built and natural environment

Preferred Option: Pedestrian and cycle movement - Identify links in the pedestrian and cycle network 
for improvement and require these as part of developments. Require developers to show how their proposals 
are well connected and ensure a good walking/cycling environment. 

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: District centres - Encourage a range of uses in the District Centres placing them at 
the heart of the local community. The District Centres are Cowley Centre, Headington, Summertown, Cowley 
Road and Blackbird Leys. 

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: Community facilities - Only allow loss of community facilities under exceptional 
circumstances and require some public access to all new private facilities.

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: Health Impact Assessment -  Require a Health Impact Assessment for all large 
developments that looks at the potential positive and negative impacts and shows how they will create 
healthy living environments.

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

More people living, working and socialising in Oxford and the surrounding area means that 
there will be more journeys being made and more demands on the city’s infrastructure. We are 
working with other infrastructure providers to ensure there is a transport strategy and schools 
strategy in place to manage expected growth. 

Transport, infrastructure and community

Preferred Option: Protecting important employment sites - Protect employment sites that make an 
important contribution to the national and regional economy (e.g. medical research at the Churchill, University 
Science Area, BMW). On these sites only allow other uses where they are linked to and are needed to support 
the main employment use and where there is no loss of jobs.   

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: Warehouse and storage - Allow warehouse units to change to offi ces and workshops 
(which often provide more jobs in the same space) or community uses, including leisure uses.

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: Local employment and training - Require large construction projects to provide 
training and employment opportunities for local people.

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: Private colleges and language schools - Restrict the growth of new language 
schools, summer schools and independent colleges for over 16s and limit the expansion of existing ones, 
giving greater priority to supporting the growth of our two universities.

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: Housing delivery - Meet as much of the housing need as possible by boosting 
housing supply and balancing this with other needs of a sustainable city (such as jobs, recreation and 
community facilities). Continue to work with neighbouring councils to deliver additional housing around 
the edge of the city.  

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: Affordable housing - Continue to prioritise the delivery of social rented affordable 
housing (i.e. rented from the City Council or a housing association). 

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: Employee housing - Allow employers to build housing for their workers with reduced 
social rented housing on sites such as University or Hospital sites and schools.

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: New student accommodation - Ensure that new speculatively-built student 
accommodation is tied to students of the two universities only and is focused on allocated sites, existing 
campuses, in district centres and the city centre.

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

One of the biggest challenges in Oxford is that there are not enough homes, and housing is 
too expensive. This affects communities, as well as employers and services which struggle to 
keep staff. We need enough homes of the right type in the right locations to meet the needs of 
different groups of our community.

A strong economy and prosperity for all Housing
Oxford makes a vital contribution to the regional and national economy, particularly science and 
research. It is important that a range of jobs and opportunities are available so that everyone 
can benefi t from this success. We need to make the best use of existing land and sites.

Wise use of resources

Preferred Option: Green Belt - Review the Green Belt within Oxford and allocate the 8 Green 
Belt sites shown on the map for housing.  Assessment shows that these are not in the fl oodplain, 
wildlife sites or well-used, and would have a moderate or low impact on the Green Belt.

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: Energy effi ciency - Set energy performance and carbon emission 
standards for the design and construction of new buildings.

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Preferred Option: Water effi ciency - Require new developments to be highly effi cient in 
their use of water.

 Strongly agree  Agree    Neutral   Disagree  Strongly disagree

Oxford is a small city with a tightly drawn administrative boundary and a growing 
population. Using resources such as water, energy and land effi ciently is key to 
ensuring Oxford’s sustainable growth and development, now and in the future. 
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