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 Wolvercote Neighbourhood Plan  
 

The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 – Regulation 16 

Representation Form  
 

Wolvercote Neighbourhood Forum has prepared a Neighbourhood Plan.  The plan sets out a 
vision for the future of the Wolvercote area and includes planning policies which will be used to 
determine planning applications locally.  
 

Copies of the Wolvercote Neighbourhood Plan and supporting documents are available to view 
on the City Council’s website: www.oxford.gov.uk/wolvercoteconsultation 

 
 

All comments must be received by 4pm on Tuesday 20th November 
 

There are a number of ways to make your comments:  
 

 Complete this form on your computer and email it to: planningpolicy@oxford.gov.uk 
 

 Print this form and post it to us:  FAO: Planning Policy Team, Oxford City Council, St. 
Aldate’s Chamber, 109-113 St. Aldate’s, Oxford, OX1 1BX  

 

How to use this form:  
 

Please complete Part A in full, in order for your representation to be taken account at the 
Neighbourhood Plan examination.  
 

Please complete Part B on page 3, identifying which paragraph your comment relates to by 
completing the appropriate box.  

 

PART A  Your Details  

Full Name  Adrian Arnold  

Address Oxford City Council 
Planning Sustainable Development & Regulatory Services, St. 
Aldate’s Chambers, St. Aldate’s, Oxford 
 

Postcode OX1 1DS 

Telephone  01865 252704 

Email (USE CAPITALS)  AARNOLD@OXFORD.GOV.UK 

Organisation (if applicable)  Oxford City Council  

Position (if applicable)  Acting Head of Planning Services  

Date 20th November 2018  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oxford.gov.uk/
mailto:planningpolicy@oxford.gov.uk
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General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2008  
 
We will make your comments available to the public on paper at our Council offices, and will also 
publish them on our website. In accordance with The Neighbourhood Planning (General) 
Regulations 2012, your comments will also be provided to the appointed inspector for 
examination.  Your personal details will be used for these purposes alone.  

 

Your personal details will be properly safeguarded and processed in accordance with the 
requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2018.  
 

We cannot accept anonymous comments.  
 
If you are happy for us to state your name and the first line of your address and postcode when 
publishing your comment(s) please tick this box:                   
 
If you would rather all personal details except a non-specific address (e.g. Oxford) removed 
before publishing your comments, please tick this box:  
 
 

Do you wish to be notified of the following? (tick as appropriate) 

When a decision on the Neighbourhood Plan has been made by the Local Planning 
Authority under Regulation 19 in relation to the neighbourhood plan, to ‘make’ (or adopt) 
the Plan under Section 38A(6) of the 2004 Act. 

 

 
If you wish to withdraw your consent to the above, you have the right to do so at any time. If you wish 
to do so, please state your request to withdraw your consent by emailing: 
planningpolicy@oxford.gov.uk. 

 

mailto:planningpolicy@oxford.gov.uk
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Part B - DETAILS OF YOUR COMMENT  
 

To which part of the document does your representation relate? 
 

Page  Section: Green Spaces 
and Biodiversity 

 Policy: GBS1, GBS3, 
GBS4, GBS5, GBS6 

 

 

Do you support, oppose, or wish to comment in this part of the Plan? (Please tick one answer) 
 

Support X Support with Modifications  Oppose  Have Comments  

 
Please give details of your reasons for support/ opposition, or make comments here:  

 

Green spaces and biodiversity 

 

Spatial policies  

 

Policy GBS1 Publically accessible green space 

In general conformity: The policy refers to the desire to conserve and enhance all 

green spaces, ‘unless currently allocated in an adopted development plan 

document’. The overall approach accords with Policy CS21 in the Core Strategy 

but does not allow for a larger or improved site to be provided or one that is in a 

location that is more accessible than the existing green space to those walking, 

cycling or using public transport.  An assessment of the value of the green spaces 

to the area could help support their protection, which could be based on the City 

Council’s Green Infrastructure Study. Annex 4 does provide a map showing the 

various green spaces, but it would be helpful if it could be annotated better to 

link directly with the supporting text in the Plan. These sites include both public 

and private land and therefore evidence should be provided to show that 

discussions have taken place with existing owners to fully explore the future 

intended uses of these spaces.  

The City Council are currently preparing the Oxford Local Plan 2036. As such it is 

important to assess in detail how this policy will relate to the new policies, which 

are now at an advanced submission stage, being out for public consultation. This 

policy therefore needs to be considered in the context of new development 

within the site allocations section, and also the potential protected sites. Whilst the 

approach to be taken to new development is clear it should set out the 

desirability of seeking alternative provision in a location equally or more 

accessible by walking, cycling or public transport. Furthermore, it might be useful 

to consider a hierarchy of sites, based on assessment of them, which might 

prevent some from being lost and allow replacement of others.     

 

Policy GBS3 Playing fields and play areas 

In general conformity: In the text, the conclusion that because there will be more 

development the cemetery should not be extended into Five Mile Drive 

Recreation Ground is questionable. This policy includes the protection of some 

existing playing fields and sets standards for the provision of children’s play areas 

within the area. Therefore the policy requires some supporting evidence to show 

how well these spaces are used why it should be protected, together with some 



4 

 

justification for the standards proposed. The policy should however be specific in 

relation to the type of development being excluded in for example Cutteslowe 

Park, which it is assumed is housing but is not directly referred to. In its present form 

this policy could exclude ancillary facilities, such as cafes, changing rooms and 

greenhouses which are important to the functioning of the Park.      
 

Policy GBS4 Allotments 

In general conformity: The Policy would however benefit from some supporting 

evidence to show that existing allotments are being fully used and indeed any 

waiting lists that may exist. There does not appear to be any exceptions in cases if 

a development proposal comes forward that may result in an overall net increase 

in the amount and quality of replacement allotments being offered as an 

alternative, which could potentially result in a net benefit.    

 

Policy GBS5 Biodiversity  

In general conformity: This policy does broadly accord with existing national 

guidance in the NPPF, which supports opportunities to incorporate biodiversity in 

and around developments. But the guidance does then go on to encourage 

minimising the impact on biodiversity and seeking to provide net gains in 

biodiversity, where possible. The NPPF and indeed Core Strategy Policy CS12 

(biodiversity) does not seek to protect all sites but those specifically identified 

according to their importance. If however mitigation / compensation from 

developments within the Plan area was required to take place for some reason 

outside the Plan area there is no contingency for such a scenario, suggest some 

modification is included.     

 

Policy GBS6 Green space in developments 

In general conformity: The overall approach of this policy is positive. It is suggested 

that the word ‘encouraged’ is replaced with ‘supported’, so that the applicant 

and the decision maker are clear on the approach taken to any relevant 

development proposal. It is however important to define the term ‘major 

developments’ so that the decision maker and the proposed developer is fully 

aware of the circumstances in which a Biodiversity Enhancement Plan would be 

required.  It would however also be useful to seek alternative provision in a 

location equally or more accessible by walking, cycling or public transport, which 

may potentially be outside the Neighbourhood Plan area.   It would also be 

helpful for decision makers if the policy were clearer about what is required. Part 2 

refers to increasing biodiversity on site, but the policy then goes on to talk about 

public access green space, without setting out whether or how this is required. 

Public access open space (which the City Council would be required to 

maintain) must be a useable and worthwhile space (which it would not be on all 

major developments). 
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(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)  

 

What improvements or modifications would you suggest?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)  

 
If you have any additional representations feel free to include additional pages.  Please make sure any 
additional pages are clearly labelled/ addressed or attached.  
 

 


