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Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 8 October 2018.  
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that 
the natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present 
and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.  
 
Natural England is a statutory consultee in neighbourhood planning and must be consulted 
on draft neighbourhood development plans by the Parish/Town Councils or Neighbourhood 
Forums where our interests would be affected by the proposals made.  
 
In our review of the Wolvercote Neighbourhood Plan we have a few comments to make 
which are outlined below,  
 

 Page 17 – Policy GBC1; we advise you to reword this policy to include mention of 
biodiversity net gain, in line with paragraph 170 of the NPPF. Example wording could be as 
follows: “…increase habitat connectivity and mitigate against rising temperature. This will 
ensure new developments result in a biodiversity net gain for the parish”.  
 
We would like to draw your attention to the requirement to conserve biodiversity and provide 
a net gain in biodiversity through planning policy (Section 40 of the Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities Act 2006 and section 109 of the National Planning Policy Framework). 
Please ensure that any development policy in your plan includes wording to ensure “all 
development results in a biodiversity net gain for the parish”.  
 
Further Recommendations  
Natural England would also like to highlight that removal of green space in favour of 
development may have serious impacts on biodiversity and connected habitat and therefore 
species ability to adapt to climate change. We recommend that the final neighbourhood plan 
include:  

 Policies around connected Green Infrastructure (GI) within the parish. Elements of GI 
such as open green space, wild green space, allotments, and green walls and roofs can all 
be used to create connected habitats suitable for species adaptation to climate change. 
Green infrastructure also provides multiple benefits for people including recreation, health 
and well-being, access to nature, opportunities for food growing, and resilience to climate 
change. Annex A provides examples of Green Infrastructure;  
 



 
 Policies around Biodiversity Net Gain should propose the use of a biodiversity measure for 

development proposals. Examples of calculation methods are included in Annex A;  
 
Annex A provides information on the natural environment and issues and opportunities for 
your Neighbourhood planning.  

 


