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Wolvercote Neighbourhood Plan Submission Version 

Thank you for consulting Historic England on the Submission version of the Lewes 

Neighbourhood Plan. As the government’s advisor on planning for the historic 

environment, Historic England’s remit is to support the conservation of heritage 

assets and to champion good design principles in historic places. As such we have 

restricted our comments to those areas of the plan that fall within our areas of 

interest. These comments are without prejudice to comments we may wish to make 

on individual planning applications. We hope these comments are of assistance to 

the examiner. 

In short, we have few comments to make on the plan. We are pleased to see the 

Neighbourhood Forum’s commitment to undertaking character assessments as a 

future step in the plan making process and hope they will be able to find support in 

this venture from the other communities in Oxford that we have supported. 

We are uncertain why the Forum have not themselves chosen to designate the areas 

of Cutteslowe and Sunnymede Parks as Local Green Spaces as proposed as an 

aspiration at Policy GBC4, as this is within the scope of neighbourhood planning, and 

wonder if this is a misapprehension. There are many other plans that could provide a 

suitable form of words to be substituted if this was the Forum’s intention. 

We are concerned that whilst there may be laudable reasons for the encouragement 

of taller development on the edge of built up areas next to railway lines and major 

roads, the community may inadvertently be supporting development on the edge of 

historic green spaces of great amenity value and historic interest or within key views. 

The famed development at Castle Mill/Roger Dudman Way, that has received 

considerable criticism, would potentially qualify as such a development and 

demonstrates the potential impact of such within views from public green space. As 

such we would request the examiner considers adding a caveat the second 

paragraph of the policy to require that:  “Proposals for taller development will 

nevertheless be required to demonstrate that the need to avoid the introduction of 

unduly jarring or prominent features within valued views from public green spaces 

including the key views identified in a relevant conservation area appraisal or 

character assessment has informed the choice of design including, scale, massing, 

materials and detailing”.  

We hope these comments are of assistance to the examiner but would be pleased to 

answer any queries that relate to them or to provide additional information if 

necessary. 
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