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1 Introduction 

1.1 LUC has been appointed by Oxford City Council to undertake a review of the opportunities to 

enhance Green Belt land surrounding eight Green Belt sites which are proposed to be allocated for 

housing development.  This study follows on from a Green Belt Review (2017)1  that LUC 

undertook assessing eleven potential development sites within the City boundary.  This study will 

help inform the preparation of the emerging Draft Oxford City Local Plan.  More specifically, it will 

provide evidence to enable Oxford City Council to consider whether, in accordance with the 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2018), there are opportunities to offset the loss of 

Green Belt land through compensatory improvements to the environmental quality and 

accessibility of remaining Green Belt land. 

1.2 This chapter sets out the background to the study, method of approach and the structure of the 

remaining report. 

Background 

1.3 In 2013, the Oxfordshire Local Planning Authorities commissioned a new strategic housing 

assessment (SHMA), to establish the appropriate level of planned growth across the Oxfordshire 

Housing Market Area and the level of housing need arising in each District.  In April 2014 the 

Oxfordshire Local Authorities published the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) for 

Oxfordshire.  The document suggested that 100,060 additional new homes were needed in 

Oxfordshire between 2011 and 2031. 

1.4 In November 2014, the Oxfordshire Growth Board commissioned a Project team to address the 

unmet housing needs of Oxford. This project team considered the implications of the SHMA and 

how best to meet the identified unmet housing need of Oxford.  In September 2016 the Growth 

Board (with the exception of South Oxfordshire District Council) endorsed the proposed 

apportionment across the Districts using a working figure of 15,000 homes for the period to 2031. 

The agreed apportionment for Oxford City was 550 homes.  The latest Oxford Housing and 

Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA, 2016) identified a capacity of only 7,511 for 

2016-2036 in Oxford which includes assumptions that Green Belt Sites will be reviewed and 

released.  

1.5 Due to the tight boundaries of both the Oxford administrative boundary and the boundary of the 

Oxford Green Belt around the City’s existing urban area, there is very limited suitable land 

remaining within the City’s boundaries for further housing development, beyond that already 

planned for in the Core Strategy and Sites & Housing Plan which cover the period to 2026.  

Therefore, as part of the preparation of the Draft Local Plan 2036, the City Council are proposing 

to allocate eight potential sites within the Green Belt. 

1.6 LUC were commissioned in 2017 to undertake review of eleven potential sites that may be 

suitable for development within the Green Belt. Following further analysis by the Council, eight of 

these sites are now being put forward for allocation in the Draft Local Plan.   

1.7 The NPPF provides guidance to Local authorities on how to consider the release of land within the 

Green Belt. Paragraph 138 states that where it has been concluded that it is necessary to release 

Green Belt land for development, plans should 

 “set out ways in which the impact of removing land from the Green Belt can be offset 

through compensatory improvements to the environmental quality and accessibility of 

remaining Green Belt land.” 
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1.8 The NPPF goes on to state in paragraph 141 that: 

“Once Green Belts have been defined, local planning authorities should plan positively to 

enhance their beneficial use, such as looking for opportunities to provide access; to 

provide opportunities for outdoor sport and recreation; to retain and enhance 

landscapes, visual amenity and biodiversity; or to improve damaged and derelict land.” 

1.9 The enhancement of remaining Green Belt land necessitates the delivery of initiatives for land 

which is not proposed for release for development.  This could be through the delivery of strategic 

initiatives ie the creation of a new community woodland, local nature reserve etc somewhere 

within the Green Belt within the City Council area, or through enhancements next to the sites 

proposed for release, or a combination of both.  Whilst recognising that land that is released from 

the Green Belt can still to an extent remain open and provide beneficial uses of the types 

suggested by the NPPF, this study focusses on the potential opportunities to enhance Green Belt 

land adjacent, or in close proximity to the sites proposed for release. 

Methodology 

Overview  

1.10 Improving access; providing opportunities for outdoor sport and recreation; retaining and 

enhancing landscape landscapes, visual amenity and biodiversity; and improving improve 

damaged and derelict land all fall under the umbrella of enhancing Green Infrastructure.   Green 

infrastructure, as defined in the NPPF is: 

“a network of multifunctional green space, urban and rural, which is capable of 

delivering a wide range of environmental and quality of life benefits for local 

communities.” 

1.11 The NPPF makes it clear that planning policies and decision-making should seek to protect and 

enhance natural and heritage assets and encourage multiple benefits from land use.  Green 

Infrastructure is multi-functional as it can provide a wide range of environmental and social 

benefits. This includes improving health and wellbeing, climate change adaptation, enhancing 

landscape, heritage and sense of place, as well as improving biodiversity. 

1.12 This Study has therefore sought to identify the opportunities to enhance the Green Infrastructure 

on Green Belt land adjacent, or in close proximity to the sites proposed for release, realising the 

multifunctional benefits that the enhancement of this land could bring.  
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Figure 1.1: GI Functions 

 

 

Key Tasks 

1.13 The study involved a detailed review of a wide range of relevant evidence base and guidance 

documents covering GI issues within the City. A summary of the key evidence documents is set 

out in Table 1.1: 

Table 1: Existing GI evidence  

Theme Existing evidence  

Access  - to 
public rights 
of way, open 
space, 
allotments etc. 

Oxfordshire Growth 
Board Growth Deal 
Map  

This map identifies proposed Oxford pedestrian and cycle scheme 
projects within the City area and beyond. (see Appendix 1) 

Draft GI Study Oxford City have prepared a Draft GI Strategy includes an initial 
audit of GI land within Oxford City. This Study includes an audit of 
all existing GI land within the City to understand the type, quantity 
and quality of current provision.  
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Theme Existing evidence  

Green Space Strategy 
2013-2017 (2013) 

The strategy focuses on green space that is freely available to the 
public for informal recreation, allotments and play irrespective of the 
landowner. It states that current levels of green space should be 
maintained and opportunities sought to increase this. It also states 
that a green space standard linked to population (e.g. Core Strategy 
Policy CS21) is no longer appropriate. Instead the focus should be 
on protecting and enhancing existing green space and ensuring that 
new developments contribute to the provision of high‐quality, 

multifunctional green space where it is required most (e.g. financial 
contributions to improve the quality of existing spaces or on‐site 

provision of new green space). 

“Linking the green spaces identified within this study are the wide 
flood plains of the River Thames and the River Cherwell which 
comprise thousands of hectares of agricultural land and private land 
which together have the potential to form an integrated network of 
green infrastructure. Improving public access to these areas by 
collaborating and building partnerships with stakeholders is a key 
aim of this strategy.” 

“Our aspiration is that people do not have to walk more than 1,900m 
to their nearest large park, not more than 750m to their nearest 
medium park and not more than 400m to their nearest small park. 
This standard will be applied to all new developments as well as 
existing residential areas.” 

Oxford Strategic 
Environmental and 
Economic Investment 
Plan  

The SEEIP sets out the vision and priorities for environmental 
investment across the county. To develop the vision and strategic 
priorities, the natural capital assets in the county were reviewed, to 
understand their condition and extent, the ecosystem services that 
they provide, the role that they play in relation to the economy and 
development. 

Oxfordshire Rights of 
Way 

Management Plan 

2014-2024 – 
Consultation Draft  

The plan includes an ‘Assessment of Need’ and a ‘Statement of 
Action’ for the ongoing maintenance and improvement of public 
Rights of Way within Oxfordshire. 

Sport and 
recreation 
provision 

Oxford City Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy 
2012‐2026 

The strategy assesses current and future need for playing pitches in 
Oxford. It was developed through consultation with Sport England 
and other stakeholders. The main conclusion is that there is 
currently a shortage of playing pitch provision in Oxford that has 
secured community use, however additional new pitches are not 
necessarily required to meet the shortfall, as securing community 
use at currently unsecured sites could result in adequate provision 
for all sports. 

Biodiversity 
Wildlife and 
Corridors  

Oxford City Council 
Biodiversity Action Plan 
2015-2020 

The Biodiversity Action Plan identifies opportunities for improving 
wildlife and habitat connectivity, including cross-boundary networks. 

Thames valley 
Environmental Centre 
– connectivity data 

See Appendix 2 for a series of maps showing grassland, wetland 
and woodland habitat networks). 

Landscape and 
visual amenity 

Oxford City Landscape 
Character Assessment 
(2002) 

Identifies key landscape characteristics within the City and identifies 
opportunities for maintenance/enhancement of the City’s landscape 
setting.   
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1.14 Using these documents and any available Geographical Information System (GIS) mapping layers, 

and aerial photography a detailed review was undertaken land surrounding the sites proposed for 

release from the Green Belt.   The review focussed specifically on highlighting key potential 

opportunities for enhancing:  

 access, and specifically the links between public rights of way; 

 biodiversity and wildlife corridors. 

 landscape and visual amenity. 

1.15 Where possible efforts have been made to highlight the multi-functional benefits the potential 

improvements could bring.  

Sites assessed 

1.16 A list of the sites proposed for release from the Green Belt are set out in Table 1.2. 

Table 1.2: List of sites proposed for release from the Green Belt in the Draft Local Plan 

HELAA Site No. HELAA Site Name 

107 St Frideswide Farm 

112a Hill View Farm 

112b Land West of Mill Lane 

113 Land East of Redbridge Park and Ride 

114d Marston Paddock- 

462 Park Farm 

590 Pear Tree Farm 

 St Catherine’s  

1.17 Due to the small scale nature and location of the proposed allocation at St Catherine’s (ie within 

the existing college complex), this site is not considered further within this report. 

1.18 Figure 1.1 shows the location of the proposed site allocations in relation to the existing Green 

Belt boundary. 

Report structure 

1.19 The remainder of this report is structured in the following Chapters: 

Chapter 3  Reviews the existing evidence available and summarises the GI enhancement 

opportunities on a site by site basis in relation to landscape, biodiversity, access, 

recreation issues.  

Chapter 4  Sets out the key issues to implementation, monitoring and review of the proposed 

GI opportunities. 
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2 Green Belt Enhancement Options 

Introduction 

2.1 The following chapter presents the potential opportunities for GI enhancement in the land 

surrounding the Green Belt sites which have been proposed for housing development.  For each 

site the following information is presented. 

 

 An illustrative photograph of the Green Belt site itself and surrounding area.  

 A map of the site. 

 A map of the key infrastructure features and environmental/ heritage assets. 

 Description of the site proposed for allocation and its size. 

 A map showing the location of the potential opportunities to enhance the Green Belt near to 

the proposed site allocation. 

 A summary of the key potential GI opportunities. 
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St Frideswide Farm 107 

 

  

Site Area 3.95  (Ha) 

Site description  

The site comprises of farmland adjacent to the urban edge along the A4165 and the northern edge of 
Oxford at Cutteslowe, which marks an entry point to Oxford. The site is approximately two-thirds of an 

arable field, with a hedged boundary to the north but no physical definition of the site edge to the east, 
where it follows the district boundary. The farmland here has no clear distinction from wider arable 
landscape to north and east, forming part of the broad Cherwell valley, but there is a gradual downhill 
slope northward and eastward across the site. Mature trees mark the existing residential edge to the 

south but a tennis and hockey centre (in the Green Belt) with associated fencing and high-level lighting 
has an urbanising influence beyond the houses.  The site lies on the edge of the Oxford City area. The 
land to the north, east and west is located within Cherwell District Council.  Cherwell District Council has 
proposed to allocate land to the immediate north, northwest and east of the site for housing development 
(See Cherwell Local Plan Partial Review Proposed Submission Plan Policies PR6a and PR6b (July 2017)). 
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Figure 2.1: Enhancement Opportunities near St Frideswide Farm (site 107) 
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Potential GI enhancements  

Theme Priority Opportunity 

Access 

 

Enhance links to 
cycle way and 
PROW. 

 

The Growth Deal identifies that improvements are planned along the 
‘North of Oxford Corridor Routes’, including investments along 
Banbury Road to improve sustainable transport options and access.  

A public right of way (PRoW) currently terminates on the eastern 
boundary of the site. Connectivity could be improved by the creation 
of a new footpath that connects with Banbury Road and beyond 
(Connecting footpath 229/8 and 229/92). See Figure 2.1 above and by 

improving connectivity across Banbury Road.  

A number of crossing points have been identified as outlined in Figure 
2.1 to improve links between existing PRoW and existing sport and 
recreation facilities.  

Sport and 

recreation 

 

Enhance 

recreation 
provision 

North Oxford Lawn Tennis Club, Oxford Hawks Hockey Club, North 

Oxford Golf Club and the Oxford University Press Amalgamated 
Athletics Club all provide local sports provision close to the site. 
However Policy PR6b of the Cherwell Local Plan Partial Review 

Proposed Submission Plan (July 2017) allocates the site of the golf 
course for 530 houses. The Plan also proposes the potential relocation 
of the golf course to Land at Frieze Farm to the west (Policy PR6c). 

Cutteslowe Park Cricket Field lies to the SE of the site and the 

drainage on the cricket pitch has been identified for improvement 
(Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategy 2012-2026 3)  

OCC OWNED LAND - Cuttlestowe and Sunnymeade Park is located to 
the south east of the site and there may be opportunities for 
improvements as set out in the management plan for the park. This 
park also contains Cuttlestowe Park Community Woodland. The 

Cutteslowe Community Association has identified further areas where 
the woodland could be extended, as well as Council owned land 
nearby which could be used to provide natural enclaves, community 
gardens orchards and allotments4. The Cutteslowe Allotments are 
thriving and are fully subscribed.  

As part of the proposed allocation of housing to the north of the site 

(in the Cherwell Submission Plan – Policy PR6b), the indicative policies 

map includes the provision of an area of Parkland to the east of the 
site.  An existing public footpath would connect the Oxford City site to 
this Parkland.  

Biodiversity 
and wildlife 

corridors 

 

 

Enhance 
biodiversity 

corridors 

There are no statutory and non-statutory sites neighbouring the site. 
The site itself does appear to lay within an area that has records of 

habitats of principal importance, as can be viewed within Oxford City 
Council Biodiversity Action Plan 2015 – 2020 (BAP). It is 
recommended that the hedgerow boundaries to the north and south of 
the site are retained, and to the east a hedgerow boundary should be 
established including the planting of native trees. Strengthening these 
linear corridors along the northern and eastern edge of the site in 
particular would strengthen ecological connectivity in the wider area.  

This could also be achieved through the provision of tree lines and 
linear woodland planting.  

Additional enhancements within the surrounding areas could include 

strengthening the boundaries around the Oxford City Council owned 
land to the south of the parcel. This will provide connection to 
Cutteslowe and Sunnymead Park via stronger green corridors around 

the green spaces and links to the council’s woodland habitat network 
to the east. 

                                                
2
 Oxfordshire County Council (2018). Countryside Access Map.  

3
 Oxford City Council (2018). Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategy 2012-2026 

4
 The Cutteslowe Community Association (2018). http://www.cutteslowecommunity.org.uk/about-us.html  

http://www.cutteslowecommunity.org.uk/about-us.html
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Potential GI enhancements  

Theme Priority Opportunity 

Landscape 
and visual 

 

Minimise impact 
on the rural 
character of the 
Cherwell Valley 
by using 
landscaping to 
soften the new 

urban edge.  

The principal aim should be to soften the new urban edge around the 
site through screening planting, with higher hedgerows and a greater 
species mix than in the existing low hedgerows between arable fields. 
This will minimise the impact of new development on the rural 
character of the Cherwell Valley, on views across it, and on views from 
the right of way that crosses east-west to the north of St Frideswide 
Farm and from approaches to the site from the east, currently 

terminating on its boundary. Woodland belt planting to the east of the 
site, wrapping around the end of the floodlit pitches, would in the 
longer term reduce the urban influence of the lighting, although less 
intrusive forms of lighting might also be considered as a more rapid 
enhancement. 
 
Proposed allocations in Cherwell would leave this site, and also the 

neighbouring North Oxford Lawn Tennis Club and part of Cutteslowe 
Park, contained by development, with a new residential edge linking 
the eastern settlement edge at Cutteslowe with the A34 at Water 

Eaton Park and Ride. Should these proposals be adopted in the Partial 
Review of the Cherwell Local Plan there would be no opportunity for 
Green Belt landscape mitigation within the immediate context of the 

site, and no reason to retain the adjacent sports facilities as an 
isolated fragment of Green Belt. In these circumstances the key 
landscape considerations would be the preservation of character in the 
Cherwell Valley, and consideration of the sense of arrival in Oxford, 
although in both cases the land involved would be within Cherwell 
District.  
 

With regard to impact on the Cherwell Valley, there would be an 
opportunity to introduce a stronger, broader belt of planting than the 
existing hedgerow along the proposed development boundary, to 
visually strengthen the extended settlement edge. The trees at North 
Oxford Golf Club already form a wooded backdrop to views from the 
Cherwell Valley and beyond so this would not represent a significant 
change in visual character. It would also be beneficial in terms of 

landscape character to retain a belt of agricultural land between the 
new urban edge and the Cherwell floodplain, rather than have urban-
fringe recreational GI use impinging on the rural character of the 
valley. 

Supporting Documents 

Oxfordshire Growth Deal – proposed Oxford pedestrian and cycle scheme projects (North of Oxford 
Corridor Routes Improvements (£1.5m).  

Oxford City Council (2015).  Biodiversity Action Plan 2015-2020. 

Oxford City Council (2013) Green Spaces Strategy 2013-27. 
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Hill View Farm 112a-1 

 

   

Area 3.52  (Ha) 

Site description summary  

The site consists of three grazing pastures and adjoins the defined urban edge at its south-eastern 

corner, on Mill Lane, to Hill View Farm house and an associated property, which are in the Green Belt 
but outside of the site. The A40 Northern Bypass defines the north-eastern edge of the site; there is a 
small field, with a well-hedged boundary, to the north-west; and hedgerows separate the site from 
similar farmland to the south. The openness of the Cherwell Valley, penetrating into the heart of 
Oxford, makes an important contribution to the City's historic setting and special character, but this 
parcel is peripheral within that area. The site is adjacent to the Old Marston Conservation Area.  A 
hedgerow and drainage channel, also mark the edge of the Thames floodplain which define the western 

boundary. 
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Figure 2.2: Enhancement Opportunities near Hill View Farm (site 112a-1) 
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Potential GI enhancements  112a 

Theme Priority Opportunity 

Access 

 

Enhance links to 
cycle way and 
PROW. 

 

The Growth Deal identifies the development of the ‘Marston Quiet 
Route’ and improvements to access through to Headington. 
Enhancements should consider linking the cycle route to Mill Lane 
(footpath 201/3/30 north of the A40) and developing a wider circular 
route to encourage greater access to the countryside beyond, including 
improved access to the ‘Green Belt Way’5 via Marston Quiet way 
improvements.  Access to Headington would help reduce the impact of 

congestion and move people around more efficiently along the B4495 
(congestion within Marston is a key issue identified in the Old Marston 
Conservation Area Appraisal). The proposals include additional highway 
capacity, bus priority and new and improved cycle lanes and priority at 
junctions.  

Marston is reasonably well connected by PRoW running to the east, 
south and west, however these are in a varying condition and the A40 

currently severs routes accessing the countryside and PRoW to the 
north. Enhancements should consider improving access across the A40 

for footpaths (294/1, 201/13 and 294/9, 201/126) and improving the 
maintenance of the PRoW.  

Connectivity could be improved along the river and into the city by the 
creation of a new footpath along the historic Marston Ferry route with 

interpretation telling the story of the changing landscape. This has also 
been identified as a potential opportunity in the Old Marston 
Conservation Area Appraisal7. Access should also be considered along 
the east bank of the River Cherwell and links to the Cuttleslowe Park 
and Sunnymead Bathing Place8. 

The land slopes away to the south west towards the River Cherwell. 
Consideration should be given to views of the development from the 

surrounding public rights of way and the Old Marston Conservation 
Area.  

Sport and 
recreation 

 

Enhance links to 
nearby 
recreation 

grounds. 

Efforts could be made to work with Centre of Sustainable Health Care to 
improve and develop the online resources with information about ease 
of access, timings and routes of the ‘Marston Green Health Route’ 9.  

The Oxford City Football club and the Oxsrad Sports Centre provide 
local sports provision within walking distance to the site.  

The Oxford City FC has recently worked with Oxford City Council to 
develop a third generation pitch at Court Place farm Marston and with 
the city’s netball clubs who are the beneficiary of a new £2million 
development to enhance sporting opportunities.  

Biodiversity 
and wildlife 
corridors 

 

 

Enhance 
biodiversity 
corridors 

The proposed site allocation is located 125m east of a local wildlife site 
and a site of local importance for nature conservation. These are both 
located within the ‘Thames and Cherwell at Oxford’ conservation target 
area (CTA), which in turn links up to the New Marston Meadows SSSI 
via wildlife corridors. The SSSI is approximately 975m south of the land 
parcel. It’s recommended that the site should retain the southern 

hedgerow and strengthen the hedgerow boundary to the west with the 
retention of healthy trees. The northern section lies adjacent to the 
A40, and there may be opportunities to strengthen the existing linear 
corridor through additional woodland/scrub planting.  

Any development within the site should consider the potential to include 
scattered trees, wildlife friendly planting especially for pollinator species 

                                                
5
 Oxfordshire County Council (2018). Oxford Green Belt Way. 

6
 Oxfordshire County Council (2018). Countryside Access Map 

7
 Oxford City Council (2012). Old Marston Conservation Area Appraisal.  

8
 Oxfordshire County Council (2018). Countryside Access Map 

9
 Centre of Sustainable Health Care (2018). Green Health Routes. https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-do/green-

space/green-health-routes  

https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-do/green-space/green-health-routes
https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-do/green-space/green-health-routes
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Potential GI enhancements  112a 

Theme Priority Opportunity 

with particular consideration to bees and the appointment of swift 
bricks/boxes (as referred to in the BAP). This land parcel forms a 
component closely linked to other sites being considered as part of this 
review (land parcel 112b -1) and ideally a strategic view would be taken 
of all the sites to ensure that any ecological benefits are maximised.  

It may be feasible to provide features such as drainage ditches and or 
linear ponds which also function as sustainable drainage systems 

(SuDS), and which would provide benefits for biodiversity. In particular, 
this may provide benefits for locally relevant and notable species 
including invertebrates, reed bunting, grey wagtail and kingfisher. 

Additional enhancements to the surrounding area could include 
strengthening the hedgerow on the east boundary of the local wildlife 
site and additional support for habitat management of wildlife corridors 
that lead to the SSSI along the River Cherwell, with particular focus on 

the provision of neutral grassland meadows found within the floodplain 
areas. This would in turn use the Council’s proposed wetland habitat 

network.  

Landscape 
and visual 

 

Minimise any 
sense of 

encroachment 
on the Cherwell 
Valley. 

The openness of the Cherwell Valley is a key element in the landscape 
character of Oxford, separating the suburbs of Summertown from 

Marston and providing open, riverside space, including historic 
meadows, all the way to the centre of the City. Retention of the 
character of the valley, minimising any sense of encroachment, is 
therefore the key landscape and visual consideration. The river valley is 
also important as a setting to the historic village of Old Marston, 
although there is no visual relationship between this site and the 
village’s conservation area. 

 
Strong, well-treed hedgerows marking field boundaries and the 
riverside are a characteristic feature of the area, but there are lower 
hedges just to the south of the Hill View Farm buildings that could 
potentially be allowed to develop to be consistent in form with the 
others. Structural landscaping along the western boundary of the site, 

where the farm buildings are currently located, would help to create a 

distinction between the site and the lower slopes of the valley. The A40, 
which bisects the valley, is visually relatively well screened but there is 
scope for further planting along its southern edge to create a broader 
and more varied natural screen.  
 

Within the lower valley, the retention and continued management of 

characteristic pollarded willows should be encouraged. 

Supporting Documents 

Oxfordshire Growth Deal – proposed Oxford pedestrian and cycle scheme projects (North of Oxford 

Corridor Routes Improvements (£1.5m).  

Oxford City Council (2015).  Biodiversity Action Plan 2015-2020 

Oxford City Council (2013) Green Spaces Strategy 2013-27 
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Land West of Mill Lane 112b-1 

 

  

 

Area 1.99  (Ha) 

Site description summary  

The site comprises a single hedged pastoral field, occupying gently sloping land between the River 
Cherwell and the urban edge at Marston. Hedgerows define the boundaries of the site, beyond which 
lie similar fields to the east and south. There is a farm building in the north eastern corner of the site.  
The site lies to the south of proposed site allocation 112a and falls within Oxford City Council’s 
ownership. 
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Figure 2.3: Enhancement Opportunities near Land West of Mill Lane (site 112b-1) 
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Potential GI enhancements  112b 

Theme Priority Opportunity 

Access 

 

Enhance links to 
cycle way and 
PROW. 

 

The Growth Deal identifies the development of the ‘Marston Quiet 
Route’ and improvements to access through to Headington. 
Enhancements should consider linking the cycle route to Mill Lane 
(footpath 201/3/30 north of the A40) and developing a wider circular 
route to encourage greater access to the countryside beyond, including 
improved access to the ‘Green Belt Way’10 via Marston Quiet way 
improvements.  Access to Headington will help reduce the impact of 

congestion and move people around more efficiently along the B4495 
(congestion within Marston is a key issue identified in the Old Marston 
Conservation Area Appraisal). The proposals include additional highway 
capacity, bus priority and new and improved cycle lanes and priority at 
junctions.  

Marston is reasonably well connected by PRoW running to the east, 
south and west, however these are in a varying condition and the A40 

currently severs routes to accessing the countryside and PRoW to the 
north. Enhancements should consider improving access across the A40 

for footpaths (294/1, 201/13 and 294/9, 201/1211) and improving the 
maintenance of the PRoW.  

Connectivity could be improved along the river and into the city by the 
creation of a new footpath along the historic Marston Ferry route with 

interpretation telling the story of the changing landscape. This has also 
been identified as a potential opportunity in the Old Marston 
Conservation Area Appraisal12. Access should also be considered along 
the east bank of the River Cherwell and links to the Cuttleslowe Park 
and Sunnymead Bathing Place13. 

The land slopes away to the south west towards the River Cherwell. 
Consideration should be given to views of the development from the 

surrounding public rights of way and the Old Marston Conservation 
Area. 

Sport and 
recreation 

 

Enhance links to 
nearby 
recreation 

grounds. 

Efforts could be made to work with Centre of Sustainable Health Care 
to improve and develop the online resources with information about 
ease of access, timings and routes of the ‘Marston Green Health Route’ 
14.  

The Oxford City Football club and the Oxsrad Sports Centre provide 
local sports provision within walking distance to the site.  

The Oxford City FC has recently worked with Oxford City Council to 
develop a third generation pitch at Court Place farm Marston and with 
the city’s netball clubs who are the beneficiary of a new £2million 
development to enhance sporting opportunities.  

Biodiversity 
and wildlife 
corridors 

 

 

Enhance 
biodiversity 
corridors 

The proposed site allocation is located 250m to the east of a local 
wildlife site and a site of local importance for nature conservation. 
These are both located within ‘Thames and Cherwell at Oxford’ 
conservation target area (CTA), which in turn links up to the New 
Marston Meadows SSSI via wildlife corridors. The SSSI is 

approximately 850m south west of the site. It’s recommended that, 
where possible, the peripheral hedgerows and tree lines are retained 
and strengthened to maintain ecological connectivity. 

 

                                                
10

 Oxfordshire County Council (2018). Oxford Green Belt Way. 
11

 Oxfordshire County Council (2018). Countryside Access Map 
12

 Oxford City Council (2012). Old Marston Conservation Area Appraisal.  
13

 Oxfordshire County Council (2018). Countryside Access Map 
14

 Centre of Sustainable Health Care (2018). Green Health Routes. https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-do/green-

space/green-health-routes  

https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-do/green-space/green-health-routes
https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-do/green-space/green-health-routes
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Theme Priority Opportunity 

 

Any development within the site should consider the potential to 
include scattered trees, wildlife friendly planting especially for 
pollinator species with particular consideration of bees and in-built 
nesting structures for swifts, which are referred to as a priority species 
in the Oxford City Council BAP.  

This site forms a component closely linked to other sites being 

considered as part of this review (land parcel 112a -1) and therefore 
ideally a strategic approach to the sites is recommended to ensure that 
any ecological benefits are maximised. For example, it may be feasible 
to provide a network of drainage ditches and or linear ponds which 
complement the SSSI to the south west of the site.  These could also 
function as sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) as part of any 
scheme design, and would be expected to provide benefits for 

biodiversity. Any such features should seek, where possible, to provide 
benefits in line with the targets of the Oxford City Council BAP. 

Additional enhancements in the surrounding areas could include 
strengthening the hedgerow along the eastern boundary of the local 
wildlife site and additional support for habitat management of the 
wildlife corridors that lead to the SSSI along the River Cherwell, with 

particular focus on the neutral grassland meadows found within the 
floodplain areas.  

Landscape 
and visual 

 

Minimise any 
sense of 
encroachment 

on the Cherwell 
Valley. 

The openness of the Cherwell Valley is a key element in the landscape 
character of Oxford, separating the suburbs of Summertown from 
Marston and providing open, riverside space, including historic 

meadows, all the way to the centre of the City. Retention of the 
character of the valley, minimising any sense of encroachment, is 
therefore the key landscape and visual consideration. The river valley 
is also important as a setting to the historic village of Old Marston, 
although there is no visual relationship between this site and the 
village’s conservation area. 
 

Strong, well-treed hedgerows marking field boundaries and the 
riverside are a characteristic feature of the area, but there are lower 
hedges and/or less varied hedges just to the south of the Hill View 
Farm buildings, including along the western edge of the site, lacking 
the mature trees that characterise many other meadow and arable 
field edges in the area. These could potentially be allowed to develop 
to be consistent in form with the others, with additional tree and shrub 

planting to strengthen the distinction between the site and the lower 
slopes of the valley. Screening planting at the southern end of the site, 
employing native, locally-appropriate species, would help to minimise 
longer term visual impact on users of the footpath between Old 
Marston and the riverside. 
 

Within the lower valley, the retention and continued management of 
characteristic pollarded willows should be encouraged.    
 

Supporting Documents 

Oxfordshire Growth Deal – proposed Oxford pedestrian and cycle scheme projects (Marston Quiet 
Route).  

Oxford City Council (2015).  Biodiversity Action Plan 2015-2020 

Oxford City Council (2013) Green Spaces Strategy 2013-27 
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Land East of Redbridge Park and Ride 113 

 

   

Area 3.64   (Ha) 

Site description summary  

The site consists of rough grassland situated to the west of Weirs Mill Stream and contained by the 

A4144 Abingdon Road to the west, the A423 Eastern By-Pass to the south and residential 

development on Elgrove Close to the north. Elgrove Close marks the southern edge of New Hinksey 
(Cold Harbour), part of the inset urban area that extends south from the City centre, and the 
Redbridge Park and Ride, to west of the A4144, is also part of the defined urban area. Open, 
floodplain meadows lie to the east of Weirs Mill Stream, and meadows and wet woodland lie to the 
south of the A423. 
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Figure 2.4: Enhancement Opportunities near Land east of Redbridge Park and Ride (site 113) 
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Theme Priority Opportunity 

Access 

 

Enhance links to 
cycle way and 

PROW. 

Enhance amenity 
facilities (such as 
seating) along the 
river encouraging 
greater use.  

Enhance recreation 

routes along the 
river. 

 

The Growth Deal identifies enhancements to pedestrian and 
cyclist access along the ‘Thames Towpath (Southern Bypass –

Hinksey Stream) [9]’, ‘The Riverside Routes [14]’ as well as 
along the South East Oxford Corridor Improvements (£300k).  

Future enhancements should consider improving footpaths links 
to the National Thames Path, Chilswell Valley footpaths and to 
the wider surrounding city and countryside. The existing cycle 
track that runs along the western boundary of the site should be 
retained and enhanced to provide wider traffic free routes out 

towards footpath 320/17/10 and the South Oxford Adventure 
Playground. 

The Eastern By-Pass Road and Abingdon Road are both busy 
congested main roads and cause considerable severance to the 
landscape and access to the surrounding countryside. Future 
enhancements should consider how access can be improved 

across the Thames path Weirs Mill Stream. There is good access 

to bus routes into Oxford from Abingdon Road and ease of 
access to the appropriate bus stops should be considered 
including to the Park and Ride.  

Sport and 
recreation 

 

Enhance links to 
nearby recreation 

grounds. 

Weirs Mill Stream is one of the few locations in the city with 
potential for new residential moorings. Furthermore the area is a 

popular fishing destination.  

The footpath improvements described above could be enhanced 
with amenity facilities such as picnic benches and litter bins to 
improve the recreational value of space and encourage longer 
visits. 

Abingdon Road and the proposed enhancements to the 

pedestrian and cyclist routes [9 and 14] will provide good access 
to the Granpoint Pitches located to the north of site 113.  

Biodiversity 
and wildlife 

corridors 

 

 

Enhance biodiversity 
corridors 

The proposed site allocation borders Weir Mill Stream to the east 
and neighbouring this is the Iffley Meadows SSSI which supports 

one of the largest remaining population of snakes head fritillary 
Fritillaria meleagris in the Thames area, and within the ‘Thames 

and Cherwell at Oxford’ conservation target area (CTA). The 
riparian corridor is likely to represent an important movement 
corridor for wildlife whilst also being a valuable ecological feature 
in its own right.  Any proposals within the site itself would need 
to ensure that this ecological corridor along the eastern edge is 
not impacted.  For example, it is recommended that the trees 
and vegetation should be retained along the eastern boundary 

leaving a suitable buffer distance between the boundary and the 
riparian corridor. Preventing impacts associated with lighting is 
also likely to be particularly important because the riparian 
corridor is important to species susceptible to the effects of 
lighting such as fish, bats and invertebrates.  

Additional enhancements within the area could include providing 

native scrub planting which would provide habitat for nesting 
birds including those of conservation concern such as house 

sparrow, song thrush, bullfinch and Dunnock.   

Landscape and 
visual 

 

Protect the 
distinctive character 
of the floodplain 

farmland to the east, 
and retain 
separation between 
any new 
development and the 

The site boundary excludes the well-vegetated strip of land 
alongside the Weirs Mill Stream. Tree and shrub cover within this 
strip should be retained, to minimise the impact of development 

on the undeveloped and rural character of Iffley Meadows to the 
east, and on views from the watercourse. The protection that 
Iffley Meadows receives because of its ecological value (as a 
SSSI) also serves to protect the historic continuity of land use in 
this area, and the role of the Thames floodplain in providing a 
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edge of Kennington. historic setting to the City. To the south, woodland in the isolated 

piece of land between the A423 Eastern Bypass, Weirs Mill 
Stream and the railway line helps to strengthen the boundary 
role of the A243, retaining distinction between the southern edge 

of the City and Kennington, so this should be protected. 

Supporting Documents 

Oxfordshire Growth Deal – proposed Oxford pedestrian and cycle scheme projects (South East Oxford 
Corridor Improvement (£300k)).  

Oxford City Council (2015).  Biodiversity Action Plan 2015-2020 

Environment Agency (2017) Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme: Masterplan 

Oxford City Council (2013) Green Spaces Strategy 2013-27 
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Marston Paddock 114d 

 

   

Area 0.78 (Ha) 

Site description summary  

The site consists of a single pasture field, with a scattering of young trees and shrubs, contained to the 
east and south by well-treed hedgerows. The site abuts the defined urban edge to the north (the St 
Nicholas Park residential 'park homes') and to the east (Butts Lane). The A40 runs adjacent to the 

eastern boundary hedgerow, other than at its southern end where a small remnant triangle of land lies 
between the site and the road. Two Green Belt fields, a small one to the south and a larger one to the 

south-east, lie between the site and Elsfield Road. To the immediate south of the site is the Marston 
Conservation area. 
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Figure 2.5: Enhancement Opportunities near Marston Paddock (Site 114d) 
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Theme Priority Opportunity 

Access 

 

Enhance links to cycle way and 
PROW. 

Enhance amenity facilities 
(such as seating) along the 
river encouraging greater use.  

Enhance recreation routes 
along the river. 

 

The Growth Deal identifies the development of the 
‘Marston Quiet Route’ and improvements to access 

through to Headington. Enhancements should consider 
linking the cycle route to Mill Lane (footpath 201/3/30 
north of the A40) and developing a wider circular route 
to encourage greater access to the countryside beyond, 
including improved access to the ‘Green Belt Way’15 via 
Marston Quiet way improvements.  Access to 
Headington will help reduce the impact of congestion 

and move people around more efficiently along the 
B4495 (congestion within Marston is a key issue 
identified in the Old Marston Conservation Area 
Appraisal). The proposals include additional highway 
capacity, bus priority and new and improved cycle lanes 
and priority at junctions.  

Marston is reasonably well connected by PRoW running 
to the east, south and west, however these are in a 

varying condition and the A40 currently severs routes to 
accessing the countryside and PRoW to the north. 
Enhancements should consider improving access across 
the A40 for footpaths (294/1, 201/13 and 294/9, 
201/1216) and improving the maintenance of the PRoW. 

Sport and 
recreation 

 

Enhance links to nearby 
recreation grounds. 

Efforts could be made to work with Centre of 
Sustainable Health Care to improve and develop the 
online resources with information about ease of access, 
timings and routes of the ‘Marston Green Health Route’ 
17.  

The Oxford City Football club and the Oxsrad Sports 
Centre provide local sports provision within walking 
distance to the site. Walking routes from Marston to the 
football club should be improved and access across the 
B4150 improved for people with disabilities. 

The Oxford City FC has recently worked with Oxford 
City Council to develop a third generation pitch at Court 

Place farm Marston and with the city’s netball clubs who 
are the beneficiary of a new £2million development to 
enhance sporting opportunities. The local allotments are 
thriving and fully subscribed. Future proposals should 
consider the need for increasing allotment provision in 
the local area.  

Biodiversity 
and wildlife 
corridors 

 

 

Enhance biodiversity corridors There are no statutory and non-statutory sites 
neighbouring the land parcel. It is recommended that 
well-established, healthy trees and scrub along the east 
and south boundaries, especially the section bordering 
the A40 road, should be retained keeping a wildlife 
corridor with the adjacent land parcel and connecting 

with the green space located either side of Elsfield 
Road.  

This site is located at the suburban edge and therefore 
any enhancement measures provided should seek to 
focus on providing benefits to species which can thrive 
in such conditions, such as the provision of swift boxes 
(a species which is a priority in the local Oxford City 

                                                
15

 Oxfordshire County Council (2018). Oxford Green Belt Way. 
16

 Oxfordshire County Council (2018). Countryside Access Map 
17

 Centre of Sustainable Health Care (2018). Green Health Routes. https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-do/green-

space/green-health-routes  

https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-do/green-space/green-health-routes
https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-do/green-space/green-health-routes
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Council BAP), and other species of principal importance 

including house sparrow, starling, song thrush, 
hedgehog and bats. 

Landscape 
and visual 

 

Protect the character of open 
land to the south which forms 
part of the Old Marston 
Conservation Area. 

Containment by the A40 to the north/east and Old 
Marston to the west limits the site’s relationship with 
the wider countryside, but maintaining a distinction 
between the site and land to the south, which forms 
part of the Old Marston Conservation Area, will be 
important in avoiding harm to the small, well-hedged 

fields that border the village and contribute to its 
historic character. The site’s well-treed boundary 
hedgerows should be retained, and the two fields 
between the site and Elsfield Road should be retained 
as pastures. Glimpsed views of the higher ground 
around Elsfield should be retained where possible, 

rather than allowing vegetation along the A40 to 
develop to a height where any sense of relationship with 

the wider landscape is lost.  

To the south of Elsfield Road, the remaining pasture 
fields together with a large area of allotments likewise 
are important to the retention of the historic, village 
character of Old Marston, and its distinction from the 

main urban area, so any measures that retain these 
areas in productive use, and manage their strong field 
boundaries, would be desirable. 

Supporting Documents 

Oxfordshire Growth Deal – proposed Oxford pedestrian and cycle scheme projects (2. Marston Quiet 
Route) 

Oxford City Council (2015).  Biodiversity Action Plan 2015-2020 



 

 Oxford City Green Belt - Potential Enhancement 

Opportunities 

28 September 2018 

Park Farm 462 

 

  

Area 1.56 (Ha) 

Site description summary  

The site comprises a pasture field, along with a small area of hardstanding contained by a dense conifer 
line, located in between the urban edge at New Marston and the buildings of Park Farm. The hedged 
field adjoins Hertford College Recreation Ground to the north, and a small, hedged pasture field to the 
south, separated by the access road leading to Park Farm and to the Exeter College Recreation Ground. 

There is no built development within the site. One dwelling, on a plot taken from the south-eastern 

corner of the field, lies within the Green Belt, and is distinct in character from the residential urban 
edge beyond.  



 

 Oxford City Green Belt - Potential Enhancement 

Opportunities 

29 September 2018 

Figure 2.6: Enhancement Opportunities near Park Farm (site 462) 
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Theme Priority Opportunity 

Access 

 

Enhance links to 
cycle way and 

PROW. 

Enhance amenity 
facilities (such as 
seating) along the 
river encouraging 
greater use.  

Enhance recreation 

routes along the 
river. 

 

The public rights of way management plan identifies the Marston 
Link as important GI, along with the Oxford Green Spaces Walk 

that runs along Mesopotamia Walk. 

The SEEIP identifies the new ‘Marston Health Walk’ that is being 
promoted. New signage and interpretation could be installed to 
support this initiative. 

Consideration should be given to improving access along all the 
surrounding footpath routes including stiles, gates and 
vegetation removal. This should aim to improve access for 

visitors with disabilities, removing stiles where appropriate and 
potentially widening the widths of footpaths where appropriate.  

The Marston Cycle Path runs along the site’s eastern boundary 
provides a connection between Marston and the city centre via 
University Parks.   

Sport and 

recreation 

 

Enhance links to 

nearby recreation 
grounds. 

The Pitches Strategy identify that the Rose Hill Recreation 

Ground training pitches could be improved. There is space on 
site to mark out a designated mini football pitch. Historically 
there was a youth pitch on site, however, due to a perceived 
lack of demand, this was removed 5 years ago. The sockets for 
this pitch are still on site and this could therefore be reinstated. 

Biodiversity 
and wildlife 
corridors 

 

 

Enhance biodiversity 
corridors 

The land parcel borders a site of local importance for nature 
conservation (SLINC) to the south west and this in turn borders 
New Marston Meadows SSSI which is 120m from the land 
parcel, both within the ‘Thames and Cherwell at Oxford’ 
conservation target area (CTA).  

The site is located within a flood zone, and given its relatively 

close proximity to the SSSI and Peasmoor Brook which is 
located close to the west boundary, any future proposals should 
seek to protect and enhance the SSSI by avoiding contaminated 
run-off and seeking to include ecological beneficial features 
which provide connectivity with the SSSI. 

The sites peripheral trees and hedgerows may represent 
habitats of principal importance and are likely to contribute to 

the maintaining ecological connectivity both within the site and 
the wider landscape, providing dark habitat features along which 
many species can move.  Wherever possible, such features 
should be protected, maintained and enhanced. 

Additional enhancement opportunities in the wider area include 
the potential to create landscape features which would 
complement the local meadows and SSSI such as species-rich 

verges, wet ditches and linear ponds, plus scattered trees, 
wildlife friendly planting, and the provision of swift nesting 
boxes (as prioritised in the Oxford City BAP). 

Landscape and 
visual 

 

Avoid impact on the 
character of the 

riverside floodplain 
landscape, and 

maintain/enhance 
the relationship 
between the sports 
grounds to the 
north-east of the 

site and the wider 
valley landscape. 

The first key aim in terms of landscape should be to avoid 
impact on the character of the riverside area, where small, well-

hedged pasture fields create rural separation from the urban 
edge, and form part of the setting of the historic City. The 

continuation of traditional management practices – pasture and 
hay cropping, and pollarding of willows – and protection of 
hedgerows will help achieve this. The planting of black polar, a 
rare species traditionally associated with floodplain woodland 
and field boundaries, could add to local landscape character in 

the future.  

The second aim is to minimise any sense of the recreation 
grounds to the north-east of the site becoming contained by 
urban development and, as a result, less associated with the 
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river valley landscape. A strengthening of naturalistic 

landscaping around the college sports grounds and New Marston 
Recreation Ground would help to reduce urban fringe character; 
in particular Peasmoor Brook could be a focus for the creation of 

a wider belt of less closely-managed grassland, with tree and 
shrub planting to create a stronger landscape structure down to 
Park Farm and the floodplain fields beyond. 

Supporting Documents 

Oxfordshire Growth Deal – proposed Oxford pedestrian and cycle scheme projects (2. Marston Quiet 
Route) 

Oxford City Council (2015).  Biodiversity Action Plan 2015-2020 

Oxford City Council (2013) Green Spaces Strategy 2013-27 
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Pear Tree Farm 590 

 

   

Area 2.01 (Ha) 

Site description summary  

The site includes the buildings of Pear Tree Farm and an adjacent mobile phone mast.  It is contained 
to the east by the railway line and associated vegetation, and to south/west by a belt of trees 
marking the route of a former railway line and also the urban edge.   

The site lies on the edge of the Oxford City, with Cherwell District lying to the north and east.  
Cherwell District Council has proposed to allocate land to the immediate east of the site at North 

Oxford Golf Club for housing development (see Cherwell Local Plan Submission Document Policy 

PR6b: Land West of Oxford Road). Land to the north would also be removed from the Green Belt, so 
that the A34 forms a consistent new boundary, but would not be allocated for development (see 
Policy PR3).   
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Figure 2.7: Enhancement Opportunities near Pear Tree Farm (site 590) 
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Theme Priority Opportunity 

Access 

 

Enhance links to cycle 
way and PROW. 

Enhance amenity 
facilities (such as 
seating) along the river 
encouraging greater 
use.  

Enhance recreation 
routes along the river. 

 

There is a redundant railway route running along the 
SW site boundary. This embankment provides a wildlife 

corridor that could be improved with a tunnel or green 
bridge over the A34, which would provide a statement 
gateway to Oxford. The LCA identifies that consideration 
should be given to creating a gateway to Oxford, and a 
green bridge could promote this, although it is 
acknowledged this would require considerable 
investment. 

There is a similar redundant railway embankment to the 
north of the site which links to the existing PROW 
network.  The site is severed to the east by the railway 
and a bridge or crossing could provide connections to 
the wider PROW network through the North Oxford Golf 
Course (or housing area if the site is allocated for 

development).  

The Growth Deal for Oxford identifies improvements to 
the Banbury Road and Woodstock Road, and 
consideration should be given to the connection to these 
transport links by bicycle and on foot.  

Sport and 

recreation 

 

Enhance links to nearby 

recreation grounds. 

The isolation of the site makes it difficult to promote 

wider links with formal recreation open spaces. The 
North Oxford Gold Club is adjacent, although this may 
be subject to development for housing.  

Biodiversity and 
wildlife 

corridors 

 

 

 There are no statutory and non-statutory sites within or 
neighbouring the land parcel. To the north, the land 

parcel borders an area classified as having habitats of 
principal importance, so it is recommended that 
hedgerow and linear woodland and scrub along the west 
and east boundary is retained to maintain a wildlife 
corridor and opportunities for movement within the local 
area. These peripheral linear habitats are likely to 

provide valuable ecological features for supporting 

protected and priority species such as bats and 
hedgehogs both for shelter and movement. 

Wherever possible, additional opportunities should 
include the provision of wildlife friendly planting 
especially for pollinator species with particular 
consideration for bees and the provision of swift boxes. 

Landscape and 
visual 

 

 

Retain a sense of rural 
separation between 
Oxford and Kidlington.  

The site’s containment by infrastructure limits its 
connectivity with the wider landscape. If the field 
immediately to the north of the site remains in the 
Green Belt then there is scope for native woodland 
creation in this area, but if this and adjacent land to the 
east is released in line with Cherwell District’s proposed 

Green Belt changes, then the focus of Green Belt 
mitigation will shift to the north of the A34 (which would 
form the new inset boundary).  

Given the reduction in distance between Oxford and 
Kidlington that would result from Cherwell’s site 
allocation proposals, it will be important to ensure the 
maintenance and management of the intervening 

landscape to minimise urban intrusion. Some land 
within this gap already has recreational uses, and this is 
potentially to increase with the proposed allocation 
(under Cherwell Local Plan Policy PR6c) of land to the 
north of Frieze Way for creation of a golf course to 
replace North Oxford Golf Club (which is to be 
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developed for housing). The creation of naturalistic tree 

and shrub planting around and where possible within 
the suggested golf course, and the avoidance of 
excessive artificial shaping, will help to preserve rural 

character. If the arable farmland to the north of Frieze 
Way is developed for a golf course, the isolated 
farmland to the east, between the A4260 and the A34 
could be used to extend the Stratfield Brake woodland 
further south.  

Supporting Documents 

Oxfordshire Growth Deal – proposed Oxford pedestrian and cycle scheme projects (North of Oxford 
Corridor Routes Improvements (£1.5m) A40 Western Strategic Corridor Improvement (£1m)) 

Oxford City Council (2015).  Biodiversity Action Plan 2015-2020 
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3 Implementation and management 

3.1 The enhancement opportunities outlined in this report provide some examples of how the Green 

Belt within the areas close to the proposed site allocations could be improved. There may however 

be other measures not included in this report that could be equally suitable and which could be 

identified in consultation with key stakeholders. This section considers what consultation and 

additional surveys may be required to further develop the proposed enhancement opportunities.  

Further brief guidance on design, maintenance and monitoring issues is also provided.   

Consultation 

3.2 Consultation with landowners, local groups and community representatives will be essential to the 

effective delivery and long term maintenance of the GI features. Key groups to involve would 

include Network Rail, statutory authorities, highways authority, developers, property management 

companies and neighbourhood forum representatives. 

3.3 Consultation should seek to achieve the following: 

 Allow interested parties to comment on opportunities which have been identified on their 

property, or related to sites and infrastructure in which they have an interest. 

 Provide an opportunity to raise any concerns about the proposals, identify constraints, and 

comment on potential design. 

 Enable the partnership to refine its priorities and deliver GI enhancements with the support of 

the wider business and residential communities. 

3.4 Consultation could take the form of one to one sessions or a roundtable workshop type meeting, 

where complementary objectives could be matched as a basis for future partnership working, and 

any conflicts identified and addressed. This could be supported by a follow up session as proposals 

are worked up. 

3.5 The involvement of Oxford City Council and Oxfordshire County will be integral to the delivery of 

many of the opportunities identified, particularly those within the public realm, the management 

of which is the responsibility of the local authority. 

Additional surveys 

3.6 For some of the opportunities identified, further survey work will be required to ensure that the 

site is suitable for the proposed feature. This is particularly true for works to improve severance 

across main infrastructure in and around Oxford.  

3.7 For all tree proposals close to the urban edge (and those involving large/specimen shrubs with 

large root systems), a detailed assessment should be made of the presence and vicinity of 

underground services and associated way leaves, plus overground services/power 

lines/cables/street lighting. Sight lines and visibility splays in relation to highways and site 

accesses should also be considered, in liaison with the adopting authority/highway authority. 

3.8 In selecting tree species, detailed consideration should be mindful of climate change related 

pollution/pathogens/air borne pathogens and spores, actively avoiding specifying such species in 

schemes (e.g. ash spp Fraxinus excelsior and cultivars, horse chestnut spp Aesculus 

hippocastanum and cultivars). 
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Design 

3.9 For many terrestrial features, design advice should be sought. Appropriate types of design 

guidance include:  

 Planting advice, including species which are beneficial to wildlife. 

 Horticultural, landscape architectural and landscape management expertise will be important 

for most features, in order to ensure that an appropriate palette of species is identified for the 

conditions. 

 Townscape assessment and design plans to ensure continuity with existing streetscape 

enhancement proposals, and with established character of the place particularly surrounding 

the SSSIs and Conservation Areas (such as Old Marston). 

Maintenance  

3.10 Maintenance of the new GI features will be essential to maintain both the provision of functions 

such as alleviation of surface water flooding, and their visual appearance. The options for 

maintenance need to be considered by the partnership at the outset, as this is likely to influence 

prioritisation of opportunities to be delivered. 

3.11 There should be a clear plan in place for maintenance prior to delivery, and the key partner 

organisations which will be responsible for maintaining the features should be agreed. As some of 

the identified opportunities are within the private land ownerships Oxford City Council will have a 

key role to play in agreeing responsibility for the management and maintenance. 

Monitoring 

3.12 A monitoring approach should be agreed for the delivery of the identified opportunities. This 

should monitor: 

 The delivery of the GI features and the extent of green features across the study area. 

 The quality of the GI features and whether they are being appropriately maintained (site 

based assessments as part of maintenance contracts, visitor/user surveys). 

3.13 Monitoring will help inform priorities for future investment, and should seek to provide quantified 

information to enable the success and outputs of the partnership’s investment to be measured. 

This would require some baseline data against which to compare any changes.  
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Appendix 1  

Oxfordshire Growth Deal – YEAR 1 Schemes 
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Appendix 2  

Grassland, wetland and woodland connectivity
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