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Annex 1 – OxLEP Comments on Summertown & St. Margaret’s Neighbourhood Plan 

 
Neighbourhood Plans 

 
The Government advice on planning policy set out in the National Planning Policy 
Framework states that ‘significant weight should be placed on the need to support economic 
growth through the planning system’. Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership (OxLEP) is 
working with Local Planning Authorities and other partners to utilise the potential within the 
planning system to support and drive sustainable local economic growth. 
 
OxLEP is responsible for championing and developing the Oxfordshire economy. Through 
the strategic priorities of people, place, enterprise and connectivity, OxLEP guides and 
shapes the economic growth of the county.  
 
OxLEP is supportive of Neighbourhood Plans and of policies which relate to the priorities 
identified in our strategies. There is an opportunity to consider how the aims of 
neighbourhoods are not only aligned with the strategies in the Local Plan, but with the wider 
strategies of the OxLEP area. 
 
The Strategic Economic Plan (SEP) has recently been refreshed to ensure it focuses on 
realising the opportunities in Oxfordshire to achieve sustainable development and to 
conserve its natural resources and built heritage. This provides the ‘economic route map’ for 
the county as a whole, built on the four programmes of people, place, enterprise and 
connectivity.  
 
We support the Summertown and St Margaret’s NP in the context of the vision and 
objectives which are in alignment with the Strategic Economic Plan priority for Place 
 
 

 Place – ensuring a strong link between jobs and housing growth, and providing a 
quality environment that supports and sustains growth; and offering the choice of 
business premises and homes (including more homes that are genuinely affordable) 
needed to support sustainable growth whilst capitalising on and valuing our 
exceptional quality of life, vibrant economy and urban and rural communities;  

 
 
 
 

http://www.oxfordshirelep.com/content/strategic-economic-plan

