
Frequently asked
questions
I don’t have time to do this,
why should I?
Separating your waste for recycling takes
no time at all yet it makes a huge difference.
By recycling you will be turning a used
product into something new rather than it
simply being disposed of. This helps reduce
the need to use natural resources in
production. You’ll also be keeping council
costs down as the contents of your green
bin can cost up to 20 times more to dispose
of than the contents of your blue bin.   

What should I do with recycling that
won’t fit in the recycling bin?
You can place any extra recycling neatly by
the side of your recycling bin in recycling
containers, a cardboard box or a clear
plastic bag. Do not use black bin bags as
the collection crews and the recycling
centre are unable to see what is in them.

What happens to my recycling?
All recycling is taken to a material
reclamation facility in Kent where the

material is sorted, separated, bundled and
then sent onto the relevant reprocessor to be
used in new products.

I don’t have time to recycle food,
why should I? 
By recycling your unwanted food you will
reduce the amount of waste sent for
disposal. Food waste is a valuable resource
that when separated into the food recycling
caddy goes off to produce energy and
compost. Collections of your food recycling
are also weekly, reducing odours from
building up in the fortnightly collected
green refuse bin. 

How can I dispose of bulky waste?
You can arrange disposal of large items
through our bulky waste collection service
on 01865 249811.

Large items can also be taken to Redbridge
Household Recycling Centre. There are also
many recycling sites around the city that will
accept textiles and shoes. For more
information on locations of the recycling
centres and what they take please log onto
www.oxford.gov.uk/recyclingcentres

Flats Recycling
It only takes a few seconds
to separate, sort and recycle
your waste

Contact us
www.oxford.gov.uk/recycling
recycling@oxford.gov.uk
01865 249811
www.twitter.com/Recycle4Oxford

Please contact us if you need this publication
in another format. 

Smart Oxford Smart AppDOWNLOAD FOR FREE Available at App Storeand Google Play
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YES PLEASE

We would like to thank all Oxford residents who
have helped increase our recycling rate so far.
Are you recycling as much as possible?

NO THANKS
Black bin bags
Chinaware
Confectionery wrappers
Crisp packets
Electrical items
Food-soiled foil and tins
Garden and food waste
Glass cookware
Glued or painted paper
Padded bags

Pet food pouches
Kitchen and tissue paper
Lightbulbs and strip lights
Mobile phones
Nappies and sanitary products
Polystyrene foam
Plastic toys and gadgets
Textiles, clothing or bedding
Window panes and mirrors

� Please place items in the blue bin loose
� Please do not use black bin bags
� Please rinse and squash recycling
� You can put lids back onto bottles

YES PLEASE

How to recycle using your food caddy
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The outside red food
recycling container is
located near your
recycling bin. 

Food recycling
Please do not put glass of any kind, non-food products, oils and liquids,
packaging or plastic bags in the red food recycling bin.
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Line your caddy with a corn starch liner or newspaper
and fill it with food waste. Do not use plastic bags.1

When it is full, tie the liner and simply place in your
outside red food recycling container.2
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