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The following statement will be delivered by the Council at the opening of the Hearing Sessions 
in response to the Examiner’s request.  
 
 
Welcome  
 
Good morning, on behalf of Oxford City Council I would like to welcome all participants to this 
independent Examination of the Oxford Community Infrastructure Levy Charging Schedule.  My 
name is Mark Jaggard and I am the Spatial and Economic Development Manager at Oxford City 
Council. 
  
The purpose of this opening statement is to provide a very brief overview of the CIL Charging 
Schedule and to set the scene for the examination hearings.  
 
The City Council has now adopted a Core Strategy, two Area Action Plans and a Sites and 
Housing Plan.  Together these documents set out our ambitious plans for growth in the city 
including provision of at least 8,000 new homes, and at least 11,000 jobs over the Core Strategy 
period.  The City Council is using innovative ways to ensure timely delivery of housing growth 
such as the use of a joint venture company to take forward the AAP proposals on the City 
Council’s land at Barton.  Oxford and Central Oxfordshire has also been successful in its 
application to become one of the 20 cities in the second wave of the City Deal programme.  
Clearly growth on this scale within a relatively small and constrained city will require significant 
investment in supporting infrastructure.   
 
Oxford City Council has been successfully collecting funding towards the cost of infrastructure 
provision from development under the provisions of Section 106 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990.  Between April 2007 and April 2013 the City Council has signed 133 legal 
agreements with developers amounting to almost £7million towards provision of 
infrastructure.  Details of the amount raised in recent years are provided in the Developer 
Funding Background Paper (CD1.13).  These funds have facilitated the delivery of a range of 
infrastructure projects to support the growth of the city. 
 
With this in mind, the City Council was keen to embark early, on the process of introducing CIL 
as a key mechanism for securing investment; bearing in mind the government’s intention that 
the levy will be used to fill the funding gaps that remain once existing sources have been taken 
into account.i 
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We successfully bid to be in the second wave of front-runners and received advice from PAS, 
CLG and CIL Knowledge to assist us.  Despite progressing both the Sites and Housing Plan and 
Barton Area Action Plan through examination last year, alongside the work on CIL, there are still 
only five other authorities in the South East more advanced with charging. 
 
The Charging Schedule before this examination is the result of extensive public consultation, 
evidence assembly and analysis of best-practice and co-operation with neighbouring district 
councils and the County Council through the Oxfordshire Spatial Planning and Infrastructure 
Partnership. 
 
 
Compliance with the Act and the Regulations  
 
The City Council believes the submitted Charging Schedule provides an appropriate basis for the 
collection of the levy in Oxford.  Evidence for this has been set out in the City Council’s 
statements to the examination, documents OCC1-4.   
 
We consider that the Charging Schedule complies with the requirements of the Acts and the 
Regulations.  Detailed evidence for this is provided in the City Council’s Compliance with 
Drafting Requirements Background Paper (CD1.14).  
 
 
Regard to guidance 
 
We consider that the Charging Schedule is supported by background documents containing 
appropriate available evidence.  Evidence has been provided to this examination on the 
infrastructure requirements to support the Plan, the residual funding gap, developer funding 
already secured and economic viability. 
 
We consider that the proposed rates are informed by and consistent with the evidence on 
economic viability.  The City Council has taken great care in investigating the economic viability 
of the proposals on a wide range of uses and has commissioned and published a suite of studies 
as evidence.  It is important to note that all the existing Plan requirements of the City Council 
(including those on affordable housing and sustainability) have been included in these studies 
to ensure that they reflect the true cost of developing in Oxford.  We consider that the rates 
proposed in the Charging Schedule are informed by and consistent with the findings of these 
studies.  
 
We consider that the evidence shows that the proposed rates would not threaten the delivery 
of the Plan as a whole.  The City Council is confident that the relatively modest charges 
involved (particularly when viewed as a proportion of development costs) will not threaten the 
delivery of the Plan as a whole, and that we have provided thorough evidence to support this.   
 
 
Examination 
 
This Examination represents an opportunity for the City Council to explain the reasoning that 
has gone into shaping the Charging Schedule.  
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Inevitably the examination will focus in on matters of detail and particularly areas where full 
consensus has not yet been secured, however it is important to bear in mind the key role of CIL 
in delivering the infrastructure necessary to support our ambitious plans for growth in the city.   
 
 
Conclusion  
 
In conclusion, it is our view that the submitted CIL Charging Schedule provides an appropriate 
basis for the collection of the levy in Oxford.  In setting the rates, the City Council has struck 
what it considers to be an appropriate balance between the collection of funds towards 
infrastructure provision and the economic viability of development.  We welcome the 
independent examination of the document.  
 
I and other members of the team representing the City Council look forward to the discussion 
in today’s hearings.  
 
 

Mark Jaggard 
Spatial and Economic Development Manager 

Oxford City Council 
 
 
                                                 
i Paragraph 9 of CD2.15 


