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WE ARE thrilled that Oxford is
hosting an Evening Reception on 
9 July 2012 after the Olympic
Flame comes to the city.

The Olympic Flame will be car-
ried by 8000 Torchbearers in total
on its 70 day journey across the

UK to the opening ceremony of
the London 2012 Olympic
Games. 
■ Keep an eye on our website
www.oxford.gov.uk/2012olympics
for more details of this exciting
event as they become available.

Cheer Olympic torch through city

Circulation 62,000

OVER the next four years, Oxford
City Council will be investing
£68m into the local economy and
creating more than 900 jobs by
building new Council houses and
improving the city’s leisure offer
and community centres.

A multi-million pound development
project to provide new homes and com-
munity facilities will be built at Northway
and Cowley. And Barton will benefit from
over 800 new homes, a new primary
school and other community facilities.

A new competition standard pool is
planned for Blackbird Leys and we're
making improvements to your community
centres.

We will ensure that carbon reduction
and environmental sustainability are at
the heart of all these activities.

Other investmests include our plans to
transform the Old Fire Station at
Gloucester Green into a centre for the
arts and social enterprise, a project
we're working on in partnership with
homelessness charity Crisis.

Work is progressing well, and the
opening of this new centre is scheduled
for this autumn.

We're also working across the city to
strengthen community participation by
developing inclusive neighbourhood
forums that involve councillors, commu-
nity groups, schools, businesses and our
partners to focus on local issues that are
important to you.
■ Find out more about some of our
investment plans on page 4.

Building a bright
future for our city

Planning ahead for the Old Fire Station
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Dear Friends and Residents

THE Olympic Torch is coming to Oxford!  Our city will be the
host for the Torch Relay from the early evening of 9 July
2012 until the following morning when it will leave Oxford on
its way to Reading.

The City Council has been in discussion with the
Olympics Organising Committee since the autumn about
the possibility that we might be a host city.

The aim is to bring the Olympic spirit and the excitement
of the Games to as many people’s doorsteps as possible as
the Torch travels around the United Kingdom.

The final route that it will take around the
city will be finalised over the next few
months with the Organising Committee,
Thames Valley Police and the County
Council – and, of course, we will be
consulting local communities around
the city. 

The plans that have already been
discussed take the Torch through
nearly all parts of the city, with the
hope that most people will be within
a short walk, run or cycling distance
of the route, and be able to take
part easily in this historic, once in
a lifetime experience.

Schools, community
groups, bands and dance
groups will all be encouraged
to take part in the celebrations
as the Torch passes through their
local area.

There will be a special free
public entertainment event in
the evening with contributions
from some of our local groups
and performers with the Torch
at the centre of the festivities.

When the Torch leaves
Oxford, we hope that it will
be possible for it to start
from the historic Iffley Road
athletic track where Sir
Roger Bannister ran the first 
sub-4 minute mile – and for Sir
Roger himself to be present.

Throughout 2012, the Council will be
working with Fusion, our leisure service partner, and Oxford
Inspires to bring a wide range of Olympics related events
and opportunities to the city.

2012 is also the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee year and the
50th anniversary of the City being granted the right to have
a Lord Mayor, not just an ordinary Mayor!

We have to hope for some good weather!!

With best wishes

Councillor Bob Price
Leader, Oxford City Council

What’s On
Your guide to...
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A message
from the
Leader of
your Council

WE’RE celebrating Alice’s Day in Oxford Town
Hall on Saturday 9 July with the opening of our
new gallery exhibition, Curiouser & Curiouser.

The exhibition features historical collections on
loan from the Lewis Carroll Society and explores
how Lewis Carroll’s work has inspired others. The
exhibition runs from 9 July until the beginning of
September.

On Alice’s Day in the Town Hall you can also
have fun with arts and crafts activities, hold a tea
party or perform a puppet show.

Creation Theatre are performing and will run a
two-hour drama workshop for 7-12 year olds in
the Town Hall to help you to create an Alice per-
formance of your own. To buy tickets for the work-
shop contact Creation Theatre’s box office on
01865 766266. Craft activities are also available all
day and cost £1.50 per person.

All other activities at the Town Hall are free. The
day runs from 10.30am until 3.30pm. 

Other events taking place across the city on
Alice’s Day include Jabberwocky antics, Mad
Hatter’s tea parties and new this year, The Snark
Hunt Geo-cache, a high tech hide and seek.

Venues include The Story Museum, Natural
History Museum, Ashmolean, Oxford Botanic
Gardens, Oxford Castle, Town Hall, Science
Oxford and Blackwell’s Bookshop.
■ The Story Museum is co-ordinating Alice’s Day.
Visit www.storymuseum.org.uk/alice for more
information.

WHY not be a visitor in your own city and explore different
parts of Oxford this summer?

Take a punt up the river, relax in a park, visit our world-class
museums or grab your camera and enjoy the city’s beautiful
sights. Daily walking tours leave from the Tourist Information
Centre in Broad Street to help you brush up on your local history
knowledge, or join an official themed walking tour based on
Morse, Harry Potter, or Alice in Wonderland

The Tourist Information Centre also offers discounted tickets to
a number of attractions across Oxfordshire and in neighbouring
counties including Cotswold Wildlife Park, Blenheim Palace,
Oxford Castle Unlocked and Warwick Castle. 
■ Visit www.visitoxfordandoxfordshire.com to find out more or call
into the Tourist Information Centre in Broad Street.

LEARN some cool dance moves this
summer at the Town Hall.

■ Monday 25 to Friday 29 July 
Contemporary Dance led by Joelle
Pappas, Director of Tac-au-Tac Theatre 

Inspiring opportunity to learn and devel-
op dance skills as well as gain insight into
choreographic processes.

Participants will work to create a dance
piece for an informal performance at the
end of the week.  

10am-12pm for 7-11 year-olds £30 (£20
concessions) for the week. 

1.30pm-4.30pm, 11 years and over
(some dance experience preferred) £45
(£30 concessions) for the week. 

■ Tuesday 30 August to Friday 2
September

Urban Rhythms led by Hannah De
Cancho, Artistic Director of Sole Rebel
Tap Exciting dance summer school mix-
ing body percussion, tap, hip hop and
contemporary dance.

Participants will develop a performance
piece to share at the end of the week.

10.0am-12.30pm for 7-14 year-old £30
(£20 concessions) for the four days.

2pm-4.30pm – 14-18 year-old £30 (£20
concessions) for the four days.

Both weeks offer fun and informal
Tuesday and Thursday evening dance
classes for adults £3.50 (£2 concessions)
per class. No experience necessary.

26 July and 28 July 7pm-8.15pm

30 August and 1 September 6pm-8.30pm
Tickets can be bought in person at the

Town Hall box office and available on the
door on the first day – spaces permitting. 
www.oxfordtownhall.co.uk 01865 252351.

■ For more details please contact Claire
Thompson cthompson@oxford.gov.uk
01865 252820 or visit www.dancinoxford.
co.uk (A hardship scheme is available to
offer some free spaces – details available
on request).

Don’t be late
for this date

Fancy a river trip? It’s
worth taking a punt on!

DURING July, Oxford Philomusica will present a four-
concert Summer Baroque series at the Sheldonian
Theatre. These will take place on 1, 9, 15 and 22 July.

The orchestra’s soloists will showcase their talents with
popular classics. The four family-friendly concerts will fea-
ture one of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, and other highlights
include Handel’s Water Music and Bach’s Brandenburg
Concertos. The concert on Saturday 9 July at 8pm is a
Children for £1 event. 
■ Full details and ticket information at: www.oxfordphil.com

Enjoy summer with
Oxford Philomusica

DISCOVER CITY’S
SPORTING HERITAGE

Learn some cool dance
moves this summer

JOIN the fun as South Park comes to life on
Saturday 2 July and Sunday 3 July.

Enjoy a spectacular evening of music and dance
for all the family at Fiesta in the Park on 2 July.

UK hip hop legend Roots Manuva heads a stun-
ning line up of nationally renowned reggae and
carnival bands.

Gates open at 4.30pm. Tickets cost £10 in
advance, £15 on the gate (discounts for conces-

sions and for 12-16s).
South Park also hosts Carnival on Sunday 3 July

between 10.30am-8pm.
A vibrant community-led free event for everyone

involving local schools and community groups,
and musicians, dancers and carnival groups from
across the region.
■ For more information visit 
www.cowleyroadcarnival.co.uk

OXFORD Open Doors 2011, organ-
ised by the Oxford Preservation
Trust in partnership with Oxford
University, will focus on Oxford’s
Sporting Heritage alongside the
usual exciting mix of venues open-
ing their doors to the public.

■ Visit www.oxfordopendoors.
org.uk to discover events taking
place over this weekend.

Let’s party!

Photo courtesy: Peter Hemmet
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WORK is progressing on an innovative multi-
million pound development project to provide
109 new homes and state-of-the-art com-
munity facilities in Northway and Cowley. 

We are working with housing group
GreenSquare who will work with its joint ven-
ture partner Hab, as Hab Oakus, to deliver this
£18m project. Hab is the development compa-
ny set up by Kevin McCloud, presenter of TV
series Grand Designs. 

The project will include 109 new homes and
two new community centres on three sites that
we own - Westlands Drive and Dora Carr Close
in Northway, and Barns Road in Cowley. 

Most of the new homes are planned as low-
cost rent or shared ownership, with a propor-
tion for private sale. A planning application will
be submitted at the end of this year following
public consultation. Building work is anticipat-
ed to start in 2012, with completion early 2015.

TENANTS have moved into the new
homes we have built in Rose Hill
and Littlemore.

The Homes and Communities
Agency supported both schemes by
contributing more than £4m from the
Local Authority New Build programme.

Affordable housing developer
Lovell worked on the scheme to build
38 new homes in Lambourn Road,
Rose Hill and we  worked with
Leadbitter to provide 20 new one
bedroom sheltered housing flats and
to refurbish 33 flats at Cardinal

House in Littlemore. 
All of our new homes achieve Level

4 of the Code for Sustainable Homes
(CSH) and Building for Life standard
– combining generous space stan-
dards with leading-edge sustainability
features.

WE HAVE appointed Grosvenor
Developments Limited as our partner
to deliver over 800 new homes to the
west of Barton. The site will deliver

much needed housing on the 90 acre
site, work is due to start on site in
2013. To find out more about the
scheme visit www.oxford.gov.uk/barton

PLANS to transform the Old Fire
Station on George Street and
Gloucester Green into an inspira-
tional centre for the arts and social
enterprise are on track for the
launch this autumn.

Oxford City Council and the home-
lessness charity Crisis are working in
partnership to redevelop the 114-
year-old building, which is being
refurbished throughout to become a
new Crisis Skylight centre and Café.

The facility will also house a new
arts charity, Arts at the Old Fire
Station, which will provide profes-
sional development for artists and

creative activities for the public, a
shop selling the work of local artists
and music, dance, theatre and art
exhibitions.

JEREMY Spafford is the
director of Arts at the Old
Fire Station.

He says: “It is going to be
an intriguing and unusual
place which will change
from day to day.”

He has worked within the
homeless and arts sectors.
This includes working with

homeless young people at
Oxford Housing Aid, as
founding chair of
Connection and on the
board of Pegasus Theatre.
■ For more information
contact info@oldfirestation.
org.uk or read Jeremy’s
blog at www.oldfirestation.
org.uk

Grand designs

Introducing the Arts Director

...and head of Crisis Skylight

Tenants get the keys to their new homes

KATE Cocker is the Head
of Crisis Skylight Oxford.

She says: “I am really
excited about this new
challenge. It is a great
opportunity for homeless
people to come together,
learn new skills and use

them in their lives.”
Kate has worked in the

homeless and mental
health field for the last 15
years in the city and was
recently the Director of
Elmore for the past
seven years.

Arts use for Old Fire Station
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WORK has been completed on
crucial flood management meas-
ures which will help to protect
New Botley residents from flood-
ing in the future.

The Oxford Flood Alliance was set up
after around 50 homes were severely
flooded in 2007. The group identified
potential solutions to the floodwater
flows in the New Botley area. 

Oxford City Council has worked with
local residents and several partner
organisations, including the Environment
Agency, to ensure that Earl Street, Duke
Street and Lamarsh Road are better

protected from flooding.
Work includes lowering the high point

in Lamarsh Road by 125mm.
Officers agreed with local developers

and contractors T.H. Kingerlee and
Sons Limited to use part of their
Section 106 planning funding to carry
out this work.

Other improvements are a new storm
water outfall drain and Oxfordshire
County Council have built a new road
hump across the entrance to Earl Street
to help ease the risk of flooding in the
area. A pair of large gullies in Lamarsh
Road and a flood barrier on the footpath
from Bulstake Stream to Duke Street are

proposed for later this year.
■ The city has received funding of £2m
from the Environment Agency for flood
prevention measures.

OXFORD City Council offers a com-
prehensive pest control service.

We have a dedicated team of offi-
cers who can deal with rats, mice,
bed bugs, cockroaches, wasp nests,
ants, Pharoah ants, pigeons, squirrels
and fleas. The service costs from £28
for three visits if you have problems
with rats, to £50 for dealing with wasp
nests and £200 for treating bed bugs.

Oxford residents in receipt of means-
tested benefits will not be charged
for dealing with mice and rats and
receive a discount for other services.
■ To find out more visit www.oxford.
gov.uk/pestcontrol or to book a visit
call 01865 249811. 
■ We also offer a competitive service
for commercial treatments – call for a
free quotation.

We’re flying high after
earning Kitemark first

Flood protection
work completed

WE’VE introduced new powers for
licensing houses of multiple occu-
pation (HMOs) to protect tenants’
health, safety and welfare and min-
imise the impact on neighbours.

We are the first council in the
country to introduce the Additional
Licensing Scheme and it means that
every HMO in the city will need to
obtain a licence. We will introduce
the scheme in two phases. We are
currently licencing all three or more
storey HMOs and two storey HMOs
that contain five or more tenants.

All remaining HMOs will require a
licence from January next year. It is
estimated that approximately 4,000
properties will need licensing.
■ To find out more visit www.oxford.
gov.uk/hmo or call 01865 252307. 

Being troubled by pests?
Pest Control Surveyor Tony Brind inspecting a rat box

WE’VE become the first UK local
authority to be awarded the new BSI
Kitemark for Energy Reduction
Verification.

This independent verification scheme
builds on our good energy and carbon
management practices and independ-
ently verifies the output of that good
practice. 

It also confirms our reductions in
CO2 emissions at twenty of our larger

operational buildings as well as our
vehicle fleet.

Some of the measures we have
implemented to reduce our CO2 emis-
sions include low energy lighting sys-
tems, insulation measures to reduce heat
loss from buildings and the installation
of pool covers at our leisure centre. 
■ To find out more about BSI’s new
ERV Kitemark scheme visit www.bsi
group.co.uk/ERVKitemark 

HMOs licensing extendedHMOs licensing extended
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TOM JONES

JOOLS HOLLAND

BLAKE with TASMIN LITTLE

ABBA SYMPHONIC

RUMER/ALEXANDRA BURKE

BOX 
OFFICE

www.henley-festival.co.uk
01491 843404

One ticket gets you
a magical mix of ...

plus wining & dining in a spectacular 
Thames-side setting

classical music
traditional music
world music

cabaret
comedy
dance

street theatre
sculpture
fireworks

art
jazz

opera

6 –10 July 2011

BARTON Sports Pavilion will soon
have a new look.

The purpose-built modular
designed building is replacing the
existing building in Barton Village
Road recreation ground.

It will include changing rooms,
toilets, a bar area and a large
community room.

Oxford City Council and devel-
oper contributions have funded
the project that will cost approxi-
mately £350,000.

The new pavilion is due to open
in September 2011. 

HEALTH Walks run by GO Active and
Oxford City Council have received a
national award.

Criteria for receiving the award from
Walking for Health includes arranging
walks for beginners.

The walks are now formally recognised
by health professionals, prospective
partners and funders.  

The free health walks are short,
organised walks around Oxford, led by
volunteers, as a way of keeping people
mentally and physically healthy.

GO Active (Get Oxfordshire Active) is
a three year project that aims to get
more adults more active.

We’re into the final year and so far
10,973 people have taken part in activi-
ties. 84 per cent of participants feel that
getting involved with activities will
encourage them to do more. 

We’re still looking for volunteers and
instructors for sporting activities. 

To get involved, register on the website
– www.oxfordshiresport.org/

dosportafavour and include your interest
in GO Active. There are also plenty of
activities you can take part in including
Just Jog, Lunchtime Walks, Indoor
Rounders, Boxercise, Touch Rugby Taster
Sessions, Nordic Walking and Zumba.

Find out about the sports and activities
on offer at www.getoxfordshireactive.org 
■ For more information about the GO
Active project in Oxford contact Vicki
Galvin, GO Active Co-ordinator on
01865 252720 or vgalvin@oxford.gov.uk.

MAY Morning, organised for the first
time this year by Oxford City Council,
was a great success and attended and
enjoyed by around 18,000 people at
various events across the city.  

For the first time since 2005, Magdalen
Bridge was open to pedestrians, although

it remained closed to traffic until later in
the morning to enable everyone to enjoy
the traditional singing from Magdalen
College tower in comfort and safety.

We worked closely with the police and
other agencies to ensure that people
enjoyed the occasion and stayed safe.  

OXFORD’S public outdoor swimming
pool at Hinksey Park is now open daily
until 25 September.

Take a break from the water and relax on
a sun lounger or treat yourself to hot and
cold snacks or an ice cream from the cater-
ing hut on site. Along with all other Oxford
City Council swimming pools, Hinksey
Outdoor Pool is offering free swimming to all
under 17s during specified sessions.

Construction work is proposed to start
this summer on the competition standard
pool in Blackbird Leys next to the existing
leisure centre.

The new facility will provide an eight lane,
25 metre pool with a moveable floor to cater
for a range of swimming lessons and activi-
ties. The new facility, due to be completed by
the end of September 2012, will include a
teaching pool, a fun water area with jets and
sprays, new changing facilities and a sauna.
■ For more information call 0844 893 3222
or visit www.oxford.gov.uk/leisure

Take steps to
stay healthy

New sports pavilion
for Barton

PPPP hhhh oooo tttt oooo     cccc oooo uuuu rrrr tttt eeee ssss yyyy :::: HHHH eeee aaaa tttt hhhh eeee rrrr     RRRR oooo bbbb bbbb iiii nnnn ssss

A May Morning to
remember

Go try a new sporting activity

SPLASHING OUT ON NEW POOL FOR CITY
Photo courtesy: Dave Fleming 

Swimmers having a real cool time at Hinksey Pool



Anne Bryant. McCarthy & Stone assisted living apartment owner.

My story?

Take a closer look at Assisted Living with McCarthy & Stonement

I’d been living on my own for best part of 20 years in our old house but my health started to fade and looking after 
it became a problem. My daughter lived a long way away too so that didn’t help. It was a big decision to move but 

I just couldn’t manage anymore on my own. It was a bit strange at fi rst but I soon settled in and now I’m thrilled 
with the place. I love the fact that I still own my own property but I’ve got the help and assistance on hand to call 

on as and when I need it. Best of all, I don’t have to cook anymore. My daughter likes to know I’m eating 
properly and the restaurant has the most delicious meals!”

“I feel as if I’ve moved into a luxury hotel. I love 
the fact that I can eat in a restaurant every day

If you’d like to see more stories like Anne’s, visit our website www.mccarthyandstone.co.uk

Restaurant • Domestic Assistance • 24-hour Staffing BANBURY
Foxhall Court, School Lane, OX16 2AU - Open daily 10.30am to 5.00pm

Prices from £159,950
Call 01295 261114 or fill in the coupon below �

For more news & information from the McCarthy & Stone Group send to: FREEPOST 
RSBL-SXSZ-YRZU, McCarthy & Stone Retirement Lifestyles Ltd, COVENTRY CV3 2TR

Title Name

Address

Postcode

Email

Tel Enquiring on behalf of?  Yourself Other 

OxfordJournal26.5.11

Experience

the lifestyle

TRY
BEFORE YOU

BUY*

*Terms and conditions apply and are available upon request.
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RECENT government changes
mean the amount of Housing
Benefit paid for privately rented
accommodation reduced from 1
April 2011 for any new claims.

Housing Benefit for most private
accommodation is paid under the Local
Housing Allowance scheme.

Different amounts of benefit are paid
according to the size of property that a
claimant requires. The Local Housing
Allowance level is the maximum entitle-
ment of Housing Benefit for any property
based on its size. Entitlement to this is
means tested based on a claimant’s
income, capital and outgoings.

Other changes that came into effect:

■ The Local Housing Allowance (LHA)
rates are now based on the lowest 30 per
cent of local rents and not the middle
range. Roughly 5 in 10 homes were
affordable for people on benefits; this is
reduced to 3 in 10 homes.
■ An extra payment of £15 per week for
claimants who are entitled to more bene-
fit than their rent has been scrapped. 
■ The LHA for 5 bedroom properties
stopped from 1 April. All properties are
now restricted to the 4 bedroom rate.
Claimants are able to receive a higher
rate of benefit if they need an extra room
for a carer to stay overnight.
■ Deductions made for other people who
live in your home (e.g. adult children or
lodgers) have increased by more than 20
per cent.

There is a transitional period of protec-
tion for all current claimants.

This will last for nine months after their
anniversary date, providing their situation
doesn’t change, once this period is over,
current claimants will be part of the new
system. 

■ If you would like advice about how the
changes may affect you, visit
www.oxford.gov.uk or call 01865 249811.

WE’VE recently transformed our
street warden service and we now
have a team of community wardens
who cover the whole city.

They are working to tackle anti-
social behaviour including littering,
checking the city’s estates during

the day and reacting to calls from
communities in the evening.
■ To find out more about the new
service see the Oxford Safer
Communities Partnership 
newsletter in the centre of Your
Oxford. 

Housing benefit changes

Wardens have the city covered

How they will affect private tenants

Community wardens on patrol in the city
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WE’RE currently offering 20% off
room hire costs for social events on
Monday and Tuesday evenings.

If you are bringing your conference or
event to Oxford Town Hall please ask

about our discounted parking rates at
Westgate car park for your delegates
and exhibitors. For enquiries or book-
ings email townhall@oxford.gov.uk or
call 01865 252195.

GET A DISCOUNT OFF YOUR ROOM HIRE

IF YOU need a break from shop-
ping or a quiet place to regroup
with your family when visiting
Oxford this summer, why not try
visiting the Museum of Oxford?

The only place that tells the story
of Oxford and its people, the muse-
um always has something for fami-
lies and children to join in with.

This summer you can try brass
rubbing, make a Mad Hatter's Hat,
Queen of Heart's crown or an Alice
in Wonderland silly string puppet.

Or you can dress-up in a costume,
perform a puppet show, hold a tea
party or just read a children's book
by a local author in a quiet space.

The museum is free to visit; some
of the activities have a small charge
to cover materials. All children
should bring an adult with them.
■ For more information visit
www.oxord.gov.uk/museumofoxford
or call 01865 252761.

It’s all going on
at the museumOVER the next few years, The Museum of Oxford

and Oxford Town Hall will develop into a vibrant
cultural heritage site and information hub,

providing a range of new experiences and
opportunities for visitors and local
residents.

The first phase will see the relocation
of the museum exhibition gallery into
the larger rejuvenated Town Hall Gallery.

A full programme of fascinating exhi-
bitions planned through to 2015, open-
ing with Curiouser and Curiouser, an
exhibition inspired by Alice’s adventures
in Wonderland.

A new heritage gift shop will open
later this year selling goods influenced
by Oxford’s heritage and the museum’s
collection. The shop will also feature
original work produced by local artists
and craft workers. For more information
visit www.oxfordtownhall.co.uk
■ If you are a local artist or craft worker
and interested in the opportunity to sell
your work in our new gift shop, please
contact Vanessa Lea, Museum
Operations Manager on 01865 252086
to find out more.

Experience city’s
culture
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FEEDBACK from our Talkback panel
contributed to the assessment
process that led to Oxford city being
awarded the prestigious Purple Flag
status by the Association of Town
Centre Management.

OUR Talkback Citizens’ panel of
almost 1,000 residents has been
in place for over ten years.

The panel provides valuable insight
into the experiences and opinions of a
broad sample of Oxford’s residents on
local issues.

Panel members are sent question-
naires three or four times a year and
their views help us plan and monitor
our services. In the last year:

■ Our Community Safety team used
the results to produce a series of
reports that were shared with Thames
Valley Police and helped to set priori-
ties for the coming year.
■ The positive response to our ques-
tions on the Museum of Oxford is
leading to the development of a new
Friends of the Museum group.
■ Views on services have been
included as performance measures in
Oxford City Council’s corporate plan.

Flagging up a city night out

Talk to us and help
shape our services

Talkback panel tells us what
issues are important to you

IF YOU are interested in
joining the Talkback panel
visit www.oxford.gov.uk/
consultation and select the
Talkback option on the left
of the page or call our con-
sultation officer on 01865
252798.

Why don’t YOU
join our panel?

CONGRATULATIONS to Adam
Drury from Headington and Sylvia
Tucker from Cowley, the winners
of our recycling box re-use com-
petition from the Your Oxford Winter
2010 issue. Adam and Sylvia both
won £25 in vouchers for suggest-
ing re-using the boxes as planters.

The award celebrates the high qual-
ity of the evening and night time
activities on offer.

It also highlights the cooperation
between the Council, the police and
local businesses in managing the
central area. 

The scheme, similar to the Green
Flag scheme for Parks and Green
Spaces, assesses each area’s crime
rate, hygiene standards and range of
visitor attractions.

The Purple Flag initiative was
developed by a team of industry
experts in 2003 and is an accredita-
tion process that helps tackle promi-
nent issues associated with night-
time economy.

OUR WINNERS
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WE HAVE 14 friends groups who work with us to help
improve your parks.

Genefer Clark, above, is a member of a group and works with
Friends of St Sepulchre’s Cemetery to clear the overgrown
areas and attract more wildlife.

She says: “We’re an informal group who enjoy meeting twice
a month for a couple of hours to cut back ivy and brambles.

“The work is varied from very gentle to quite strenuous,
according to the volunteers’ inclinations, but always fun and
satisfying, and we’ll be very happy to welcome new people to
help at this special hidden place off Walton Street.”

Other friends groups have helped clear areas around St Mary
& St John’s, East Oxford, as well as tidying up the area around
Millham Ford. 
■ If you want to get involved or start your own group get in
touch with us. 

WHEN you visit your parks and open
spaces, we want you to enjoy them.

We have a team of staff making sure that they
are clean, safe and pleasant places to visit.

Chris Bell, Parks Supervisor works in the parks
across the city, including the three Green Flag
Parks – Cutteslowe & Sunnymead Park, Hinksey
Park and Florence Parks. 

He says: “We patrol parks, nature areas and
sports facilities seven days a week and spend a lot
of time keeping them clean and tidy.

“This includes emptying 700 rubbish bins and
collecting around 100 bags from litter picking. We
also empty 100 dog waste bins as well as remov-
ing over 1,000 drug syringes.

“We have the power to issue fines for littering,
graffiti, fly-posting, fly-tipping and dog fouling, as
well as evicting rough sleepers, illegal travellers

and illegally moored boats. We also want people to
enjoy our parks so we coordinate an events pro-
gramme and encouraging healthy lifestyles.”

The team work with Thames Valley Probation
Service, providing young offenders with meaningful
jobs under the community Payback Scheme.

This work included removing graffiti, repainting
old fencing and buildings, clearing paths, cutting
back vegetation, and planting trees, shrubs and
bulbs.  

We are hoping to add Bury Knowle Park to our
Green Flag parks once judging is completed in the
summer.

We also recycle 100 per cent of the green waste
from our parks and open spaces. Wood is shred-
ded and sent to a biomass plant in Slough.

Compost is made available to all our allotment
sites.

WE’VE re-developed 47 play areas
in your parks in the last two years.

We’ve completed Ridley Road and
Broad Oak. Bury Knowle will be
completed by the summer and we
are finalising plans for Barton,
Sandfield Road and Donnington
Road, which will be carried out in
the summer. 

We will soon be asking your views
for improvements at Thames View
Road, Hundred Acre Park, Oatlands
Road, St. Barnabas School, Pegasus
Road, Florence Park and Littlemore
Recreation Ground. 

OUR Countryside rangers look after 900 acres of country-
side across the city.

Gary Clark has worked as a ranger for the last 25 years. He
says: “The countryside is the hidden gem of Oxford. We have
two main sites, Port Meadow and Shotover as well as about
20 smaller sites. These are often hidden on housing estates
and in areas you don’t expect them to be.

“A lot of them are Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
and we work hard to make sure you can enjoy them as well
as encouraging wildlife to grow and live there. 

“Our team carry out maintenance, conservation work and
coordinate our volunteer activities on these sites. The coun-
tryside areas have a completely different feel to our parks and
I hope you enjoy them as much as I do working in them.”

WE WANT to hear your views, com-
ments or suggestions about our parks
and open spaces.

Visit www.oxford.gov.uk/consultation or
contact us for a copy of the survey.

Comments from last year’s surveys
included improved play areas and
increasing activities within our parks.

The play area refurbishment programme
is ongoing and there are health walks
available in several of our parks. 

WHY not book one of our sports pitches or Astroturf?
We cater for football, rugby, cricket, gaelic football, athletics

and baseball at various places throughout the city. 
You can book them for training, league fixtures or friendly

matches and bookings can be made all year. Changing facili-
ties are available at selected locations.

IF YOU want to know about Parks and
Open Spaces in Oxford call 01865 252240,
email parks@oxford.gov.uk or visit
www.oxford.gov.uk/parks

Sarah Spackman: Red Trees Florence Park, oil on linen

(www.sarahspackman.com)

Keeping play areas looking shipshape

Why not
adopt
a tree?

HAVE A SAY ON
IMPROVING OUR
GREEN SPACES

Need a sports pitch?

Be a friend
to your
local park

Be a friend
to your
local park

Why not
adopt
a tree?

WHERE TO FIND OUT MORE

Britain’s Greatest Palace

Buy One Day, Get 12 Months Free
Terms & conditions apply

For more information visit blenheimpalace.com
or call 0800 849 6500

Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/blenheimpalace

Visit Blenheim Palace in 2011 and receive a free Annual Pass!

Forthcoming Special Events:
16th July Battle Proms Evening Picnic Concert

22nd – 24th July The CLA Game Fair

5th – 7th August Jousting Tournament featuring  “The Knights of  Royal England”

21st August Breast Cancer Care’s Bike Blenheim Palace – A Festival of  Cycling

28th – 29th August Classic Car Show

8th – 11th September Blenheim Palace International Horse Trials

15th – 18th September The Independent Woodstock Literary Festival

It gives us a sense of enormous well-being!

Working to enhance
city’s park life

OUR tree team look after over 90,000 trees, under-
taking surveying, pruning, felling and planting. We
are often asked why we fell trees. There are three
main reasons for felling a tree; it is dead (or dying),
diseased or dangerous. Where appropriate, we try
to replace trees. You can look after or plant a tree in
your community through our adopt a tree scheme.
■ For more information visit 
www.oxford.gov.uk/adoptatree or contact us.

Watching over
a ‘hidden gem’
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EAT AS MUCH AS YOU LIKE, WITH OXFORDS ULTIMATE ORIENTAL CUISINE

TEL: 01865 749888
Unit 6, Ozone Leisure Park, Grenoble Road, Oxford OX4 4XP
www.oxyoriental.com

LUNCH
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
PER ADULT £6.10
PER CHILD UNDER 145CM £4.10

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
PER ADULT £7.10
PER CHILD UNDER 145CM £5.10

DINNER
SUNDAY TO THURSDAY
PER ADULT £12.95
PER CHILD UNDER 145CM £6.95

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
PER ADULT £13.95
PER CHILD UNDER 145CM £6.95

10% service charge will be added.
All gratuities will be shared amongst staff

TAKEAWAY AVAILABLE
60CL BOX + SOFT DRINK £5.50

OPENING HOURS
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
LUNCH BUFFET 12NOON - 3.00PM
EVENING BUFFET 5.30PM - 11.00PM
SATURDAY
LUNCH BUFFET 12NOON - 4.00PM
EVENING BUFFET 5.30PM - 11.00PM
SUNDAY AND BANK HOLIDAYS
LUNCH BUFFET 12NOON - 4.00PM
EVENING BUFFET 5.00PM - 10.00PM
Last admittance 45 minutes before closing.

4
7

0
4

A

GRENOBLEGRENOBLE   ROAD
AOR

D

BOWLPEX

OZONE
LEISURE
PARK

OXFORD
UNITED FC

10% off food bill
valid from 26th May until 30th December 2011.
Offer not transferable, cannot be combined with any other offer and there is no cash alternative.
Enjoy your lunch or dinner in our vibrant and lively atmosphere.  Our buffet offers a wide selection of 
Oriental food for you to choose from including *Sushi, *Teppanyaki, and *BBQ Roast.
* Available evenings only.
Please go to www.oxyoriental.com or alternatively give us a call on 01865 749888 to make bookings.

WE ARE launching a public consulta-
tion, seeking your views on what
types of development should go
ahead on around 100 sites in Oxford
over the next 15 years. 

We are also consulting on our detailed
planning policies for development in
Oxford.

Last year we held five neighbourhood
events to ask you what you thought
about developing particular medium and
large sites across Oxford. 

We also asked what you thought
about planning issues such as manag-
ing student developments, houses in
multiple occupation and providing
affordable housing.

Your comments have helped us devel-
op more detailed policy options on
these issues. 

Public consultation on the Preferred
Options for nearly 100 sites begins
Friday 10 June. Exhibitions will be set-
up in the city centre and at Cowley cen-
tre. Planning officers will also attend
Area Forums to discuss further. 

Visit www.oxford.gov.uk/sitesandhousing
for more details about the events and
register at www.oxford.gov.uk/consultation
to take part in the consultation. 
■ The consultation takes place from 10
June until 22 July 2011. Alternatively,
contact the Planning Policy Team on
01865 249811 to find out more. 

FEBRUARY 2011 saw the designa-
tion of Jericho as a Conservation
Area.

We worked on a detailed study
with the local community to identify
the special historical and architec-
tural interest of the area and identify
possible threats to its character.

Designation as a conservation
area means that the extent of works
that can be carried out without the

City Council’s specific permission is
more limited than elsewhere.

It affects proposals such as
extensions, roof dormers, 
demolition and satellite dishes. 

However, conservation area status
alone cannot protect the historic
architectural features of Jericho.

Following detailed public consul-
tation we introduced further meas-
ures (Article 4 Direction) in April
2011 which means that a planning
application is required for various
changes, including altering win-
dows, changes to roofing material
and painting the exterior of any
building.

These additional controls provide
a positive mechanism for working
with the local community to sustain
the heritage value of Jericho.

Planning applications limited to
these forms of development are
free of charge.
■ Visit www.oxford.gov.uk/jericho
for plans outlining Jericho
Conservation Area and the area
covered by the Article 4 Direction.

OUR newly formed Direct Services team brings together
most of the Council’s front line operational services to
enable a consistent, joined up front line service for our

customers. Direct Services is responsible for:

Our Direct Services team

YOU can now subscribe to our new
popular garden waste service which
replaces the green hessian sacks.

Over 8,000 residents have already signed
up. If you haven’t already joined the
scheme, you can choose a brown wheelie
bin (140 litre or 240 litre), or opt for
biodegradable Eco Sacks. The service
offers great value at £35 a year for a brown
wheelie bin and Eco Sacks are available to
buy in packs of 10 for £25 or 20 for £35. 
■ To subscribe to the scheme or for more
information about dealing with recycling and
waste, visit www.oxford.gov.uk/gardenwaste,
email recycling@oxford.gov.uk or call
01865 249811.

Join new garden
waste scheme

Waste, Recycling & Fleet
trade waste, domestic waste, recy-
cling, vehicle maintenance, fleet
management
Building Works 
housing improvement works, day to
day repairs, gas operations, electri-
cal operations, repair inspections,
void works, disabled adaptations
Street Cleaning & Grounds
Maintenance
Street cleaning, public toilets, mar-
kets, garden scheme, street furni-
ture, abandoned vehicles
Other Services
garages, car parks, engineering
services
■ To find out more about the serv-
ice visit www.oxford.gov.uk or call
01865 249811

Conserving Jericho’s charm
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SSAFA Forces Help is the national charity 

supporting those who serve in the Armed Forces, 

those who used to serve and the families of both.

From the cradle to the grave we are here to look after 
the serving and ex-Servicemen and women who 
have already given so much themselves.
If you or your dependants need help due to illness, 
age, disability, financial problems or bereavement we 
are here, in Oxfordshire, to help you at all times.
One day's paid service in any of our Armed Forces is 
all that is needed to qualify for assistance from 
SSAFA Forces Help.� This includes those who serve 
in the reserve Forces and anyone who did National 
Service as well as close relatives, widows, and 
widowers.
We estimate that approximately 10 million people 
may be eligible for our assistance, with more than 
200,000 personnel currently serving in the Forces 
and nearly 7 million ex service men , women and their 
families.
To find out more or to get in touch with our trained 
volunteers throughout Oxfordshire please phone the 
Branch Secretary and leave a message or visit
www.ssafa.org.

Oxfordshire Office, Branch Secretary, 98 Makins 

Rd, Henley on Thames, Oxon RG9 1PR 

or 01235 548039

W: www.ssafa.org.uk

ENTRIES are now open for the 25th
year of Oxford in Bloom.

The competition is open to residents
of all ages, local businesses, schools
or community groups within the city.

If you don’t have a garden there are
categories for most beautiful balcony
and container too.

Entrants are judged on the colour,

impact, tidiness of the garden and
quality, choice and arrangement of
planting.

Closing date for applications is
Saturday 10 July 2011.

Judging takes place from Monday 18
July 2011 and prizes, certificates and
trophies will be awarded at a presenta-
tion evening on Thursday 15

September 2011 at Roman Way Sports
& Social Club, Cowley.

Wesley Smith will co-host the
evening from BBC Radio Oxford.
■ Visit www.oxford.gov.uk/oxfordin
bloom to find out more or to enter
online. Or pick up an application form
at your local council office or leisure
centre.

THE Council manages 36 allotment
sites in partnership with local allot-
ment associations.

Some plots are currently available at
Court Place Farm, South Ward and
Cowmead. Visit www.oxford.gov.uk/
allotments for more information.

An allotment competition takes place
every year and is open to all allotment
holders in Oxford city. The first round of
judging has already taken place this year
but look out next spring for details of
how to enter the 2012 competition.

MESH Festival is a
new international
youth arts festival,
hosted, managed and
run by young people
for young people. 

The festival, organ-
ised by Pegasus

Theatre, begins on Wednesday 20 July
and will involve at least 100 young
people from Oxford and Oxfordshire
as well as around 100 young people
from Europe and beyond.

The youth companies will perform a
range of theatre and dance pieces
created in conjunction with profes-
sional directors and choreographers.

MESH will take place this summer
thanks to the support of many differ-
ent partners, including Oxford Inspires
and the North Wall Arts Centre.

Local business MINI Plant Oxford is
the festival’s major sponsor, and will
host a Grand Debate on Human
Rights and Young People at its T
Building on 23 July.

The festival ends with street theatre
and a costume parade in the city cen-

tre, followed by a Grand Finale show
in Oxford Town Hall on 29 July.
■ Visit: www.pegasustheatre.org.uk
for more information.

THE 13th Theatre Co is premiering
Believing! An Oxford Adventure an
original musical, at Oxford Town Hall
in the summer of 2012.

Believing! reveals the power of believ-
ing in your dreams and yourself. The
music is composed by Beatrix Forbes
who recently released an album of origi-
nal music called Oxford and beyond.

Jeff Fraga, an American lyricist who
comes from Seattle, writes the book
and lyrics. A percentage of the profits
from Believing! will go to local charities,
Oxsrad and My Life, My Choice. Tracey
Spokes founded 13th Theatre Company
in 2008, a social enterprise theatre com-
pany that believes that everyone has
potential and that what is inside a per-
son is more important than the outside.  
■ For progress on the musical follow
Twitter: @13theatre and Facebook: 13th
Theatre Co.

Dig for
victory

DON YOUR GARDENING GLOVES AND...

... in 25th                        competition

Oxford musical

Grow your own

Photo courtesy: David Fisher

A right song and dance

BLUE Sky Development &
Regeneration is a not-for-profit com-
pany, established to give paid work
to people coming out of prison and
to the long-term unemployed.

Oxford City Council is working with
Blue Sky in our parks and open spaces.

A supervisor is employed to oversee
four people undertaking grounds main-
tenance work for a six month period.

Since starting work with the Council
last summer, one worker from Blue Sky
has now joined the team as an 
apprentice gardener.

PROVIDING BLUE SKY OPPORTUNITIES
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www.thenorthwall.com
Box Office: 01865 319450

Thought-provoking and entertaining...

Friday 8 July, 8pm

Peter Clifford:
I Can’t Believe My Mind
Using your own senses to mislead and 
amaze you, this popular and funny 
magician demonstrates the sound of 
colour, the uncertainty of touch and 
the bending of time.
Tickets: £12, £10 concessions

Thursday 14 July, 8pm

Hardeep Singh Kohli:
The Nearly Naked Chef 
This celebrated broadcaster, 
raconteur, writer and cook combines 
comedy with inventive cuisine in a 
wonderfully funny, laid back evening’s 
entertainment.
Tickets: £15, £12 concessions

FIFTEEN residents were presented
with a Certificate of Honour at a cere-
mony on 11 May by the outgoing Lord
Mayor of Oxford, Councillor John
Goddard.

The recipients were nominated for
their outstanding voluntary work in the
city. Recipients of this year’s Certificates
of Honour are:
Gerard Gould for lifetime support to
Amateur Dramatics. He has worked as
director, producer and teacher and
inspired many students and young
people. 
Susan Hutchinson for voluntary work
and valuable contribution to the West
Oxford Academy and Low Carbon West
Oxford. 
Tim Sparrowhawk for 20 years of vol-
untary work dedicated to young people
in the South Oxford and Donnington
Bridge area. 
Bridget Thompson for the commit-
ment, drive and initiative given to activi-
ties at the North Oxford Association
Community Centre.
Robin Lipsey for commitment and con-
tribution to the Wolvercote Festival
Committee, Wolvercote Village Hall, 
St. Peter’s Church, The Plough and
fundraising for Sri Lanka.
Jamie Halliday for time and contribu-
tion to young people and the wider
community with Pegasus Youth Theatre.  
Elisabeth Salisbury for dedication as a
Samaritan volunteer, supporting local
people for 49 years.

Josephine Malden for tireless voluntary
help as a founding member of the
Wolvercote Wildlife Watch Group.
Vicky Hirsch for voluntary work as a
Trustee at West Oxford Community
Centre. 
James J Hewitt for over 30 years vol-
untary work for a number of local com-
munity organisations in Blackbird Leys
and Greater Leys. And for support and
skills as interpreter for the East
Timorese community.  
Sasha Louise East for voluntary work
as a reporter, organiser and fundraiser
for the local Leys community.
Pauline Winifred Martin for voluntary
work as a committee member with the
Osney Island Residents Association and
for work with OxClean and the Oxford
Civic Society.  
Mr Peter Hindshaw for outstanding
voluntary work, time and dedication for
Oxford’s disabled population. In particu-
lar for establishing Oxfordshire Council
for Disabled People and the driving
force behind the organisation
Oxfordshire Unlimited.
Mr and Mrs. Roy & Ruth King for the
voluntary work undertaken for Elder
Stubbs mental health Resource Centre,
sharing their gardening expertise to help
people recover.  
■ The new Lord Mayor of Oxford,
Councillor Elise Benjamin was appointed
in at the Annual Council in May and will
carry out the duties of our first citizen
until May 2012.   

We honour volunteers for their outstanding work in our communities

Thanks for your time

The award recipients with the certificates that recognise the important contribution
they have made to their community

Laura Nicholls, from TVCA with former Lord Mayor, Councillor John Goddard

TWELVE new textile and clothing recy-
cling banks have arrived in Oxford.

Money raised from the textiles and
clothing will go to the Thames Valley
and Chiltern Air Ambulance (TVCA), for-
mer Lord Mayor, Councillor John
Goddard’s, chosen charity.

The banks will also benefit both the
local and international community
through reduction in landfill and the

provision of recycled clothing to third
world countries.

Cardigan Street
Council depot
Ferry Hinksey Road
Friars Wharf
Lonsford Close
St Clement’s

WHERE TO FIND THEM...

New clothing recycling banks

Tesco, Union Street
Tesco, Ring Road
Townsend Square
Underhill Circus
Waitrose, Headington
Wood Farm
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Tel: 01235 771122

Show Starts
8.30pm

Doors Open
7.00pm

Thursday 7th July
Thursday 4th August

Thursday 1st September
Thursday 6th October

Thursday 3rd November
Tickets includes the top comedy
show & our resident DJ ‘til late

Tickets available from WeGotTickets.com

Tickets
£12.00

37,000 men per year are diagnosed
with prostate cancer in the UK.

Early diagnosis of prostate cancer is
very important. It can save lives. If
you have any of the symptoms below
then you ought to see your doctor to
get it checked out 
■ Is your night regularly interrupted
by the need to urinate?
■ Is your day disrupted by toilet visits?
■ Once there, do you find it difficult to
start?
■ Is the flow weak when you urinate?
■ Do you feel you have more to come
when you have stopped?
● For more information visit www.
prostatecancercheckitout.me.uk

HELP cut the cost of regular parking
with a 13-week Westgate multi-storey
season ticket, available to use
Mondays to Fridays.

Only one car can use the ticket at a
time but the season ticket can be
shared with other car owners.

The cost of a 13-week ticket is £650.

This works out at £10 a day, com-
pared to the regular all-day charge of
£21.90 
■ To find out more call into the office at
Westgate car park, telephone 01865
252489 during office hours, visit
www.oxford.gov.uk/carparks or email
carparks@oxford.gov.uk

Had your test? A first for
landlords’
scheme

LOCKUP garages available in your 
area for storage or parking.

Price: £11.80/week (VAT may apply).
To apply for a garage or for more 
information: 
■ Click: www.oxford.gov.uk/garages
■ Call: 01865 335 717 or 335 447
■ Email:garages@oxford.gov.uk

LOOKING FOR
A GARAGE
TO RENT?

Just the ticket to cut parking costs

THE OXFORD 50+ NETWORK is
grant funded by Oxford City
Council and offers a great
opportunity for older people to
get involved with the community.

The network includes represen-
tation from a diverse range of local
groups and organisations, reflect-
ing the variety of interests and
activities found in Oxford.

It also organises a programme
of talks and activities involving

speakers from local and 
national, statutory and voluntary
organisations.

These offer a way to exchange
information, raise concerns, dis-
cuss issues, learn about changes
to legislation and services and 
participate in debates and 
surveys.

The OXFORD 50+ NETWORK is
also working to ensure that views
of older people are included in the

relevant decision making process-
es of city-wide services.

To find out more and become a
member (there is no membership
fee, though you may wish to make
a small donation to the tea or cof-
fee) please phone either 01865
453403 or 01865 430964.

Meeting are scheduled for
Wednesday 14 September and
Wednesday 30 November – times
and venues to be confirmed.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES FOR OLDER PEOPLE

WE'VE issued our first certificates to
accredited agents and landlords
under the Landlord Accreditation
Scheme for Oxford’s landlords and
letting agents.

Premier Letting & Management from
the Cowley Road were the first letting
agent to apply for accreditation.

The aim of the scheme is to improve
the condition and management of pri-
vately rented properties and provide
tenants with a clear indication of who

has been given the official stamp of
approval by the council.

Accredited landlords or agents must
not have been subject to court action
and have agreed to comply with a code
of management. The properties that are
rented out must meet the specified
minimum standards.
Above left: Jan Bartlett, Premier Letting
& Management with Ian Wright, Oxford
City Council Environmental
Development

Carolyn Gulliver, Treasurer, making a presentation
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THE Local Government
Association carried out some
research regarding free delivery
phone directories last year and
reported that:
■ collecting and disposing of
phone directories from the UK’s
25m households costs council 
taxpayers an estimated £7.5m a
year 
■ seven out of ten UK households
now have the internet, and so

have little need for printed phone
directories.

If you want to cancel future deliv-
ery of telephone directories contact
the providers direct:
Yellow Pages - call 0800 671 444
BT phonebook - call 0800 833400
Thomson Local Directory - email
info@thomsonlocal.com with your
details
● For more information visit www.
oxford.gov.uk/reducingyourwaste

FAMILY histories may be traced
from our manual records, all
enquires must be made by prior
arrangement. There is a fee for this
service.

■ For more information visit www.
oxford.gov.uk/cemeteries or call
01865 252516

THIS August and September
we’re checking the stability of
gravestones at Rose Hill, as
part of our five-year rolling pro-
gramme to check the safety of
cemetery memorials in Oxford. 

Any unstable memorial will be
made safe and where possible
we will use a wooden stake to do
this. Larger memorials may need

to be carefully laid down within
the grave space. A notice will be
placed on any memorial found to
be unstable requesting that any-
one with an interest in the grave
contacts the Cemeteries Office. 
■ For further details contact the
Cemeteries Office between 10am
and 4pm, Monday to Friday on
01865 252516

WE HAVE made changes to our
Housing and Communities service to
make sure we are providing the serv-
ices that help people find solutions to
their housing problem, and make our
communities good places to live.

Housing and Communities is now
made up of five specialist teams

Landlord Services
THIS team manages our council hous-
ing. Responsibilities include dealing with
tenancy updates, mutual exchange and
houseswaps, transfer applications and
the Right to Buy.
Email: landlordservices@oxford.gov.uk 
Call: 01865 335802

Housing Needs 
PROVIDING support and advice to pre-
vent homelessness and help people to
find suitable homes. This team provides
support for council tenants and their
work includes allocations, private rent-
ing, furnished tenancies and health and
housing.
Email: housingneeds@oxford.gov.uk
Call: 01865 252858  

Community Safety 
OXFORD City Council is the lead part-
ner for the Oxford Safer Communities
Partnership. Contact the team for infor-
mation about the partnership or advice
about neighbour nuisance and antisocial
behaviour
Email: communitysafety@oxford.gov.uk
Call: 01865 252969

Communities & Neighbourhood 
RESPONSIBLE for a range of services
that focus on people, communities and
neighbourhoods. Their work includes
tenant involvement, community-led
planning and grant advice and funding.
Email: communities@oxford.gov.uk
Call: 01865 252791

Strategy & Enabling 
THIS team manage the Council’s hous-
ing-related strategies and action plans
and deal with returning empty homes in
the private sector to use. 
Email: communities@oxford.gov.uk
Call:01865 252641

Specialist
teams will
deliver our
services

Do we really need free-delivery phone directories?

OUR cemeteries team work
hard to look after Oxford City
Council’s four cemeteries at
Botley, Headington, Rose Hill
and Wolvercote, and also to
maintain 11 churchyards
across the city.

Wolvercote cemetery opened
in 1894 and at 13.5 acres is the
largest in Oxfordshire and has
areas allocated for different faiths
including Jewish, Catholic,

Orthodox, Quaker and Ba-Hai.  
Staff offer a helpful and friendly

service in a sympathetic and
professional manner to assist
funeral directors and families who
have suffered a bereavement.

The city will run out of burial
space between 2018 and 2024.
We are currently looking for new
cemetery space in and around
the city. Four sites will be
assessed for their suitability.

Let us help trace
your family roots

Making a memorial safe with a wooden stake

Memorial stability tests

A sympathetic and
professional service

Annual Report
OXFORD City Council continued to improve the service delivery
over the last year and achieved 82% of our performance targets in
financial year 2010/11. This is a significant improvement from the
69% achieved by the Council in 2009/10 and reflects the Council’s
move from performance monitoring to performance improvement.
62% of the performance indicators exceeded their target.

Some key
successes include...
■ Reducing the time it takes us processing
benefit claims and changes has to only 11 days.
This is a real improvement from January 2010
when it used to take on average over 21 days

■ Exceeding our target to prevent homeless-
ness in the area by 57% this year; achieving
our year’s target a month earlier than planned

■ Successfully reducing the time it takes to
re-let our council houses from 25.3 days to
20.8 days, far better than our target of 24 days

■ Reducing the volume of materials sent to
landfill and beating our target for 2010/11 by
16%, a result of our residents using the new
recycling scheme.

(2010 - 2011)

Off Target
18%

Met Target
20%

Exceed Target
62% 

A full length annual report will be published
on our website shortly www.oxford.gov.uk
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AT FULL Council on 18 April, council-
lors agreed changes to our decision
making process. The changes
include:
■ Setting up area forums in place of
area committees to deal with local issues 
■ Each councillor receiving an annual
budget of  £1,500 to spend in their ward 
■ Splitting the decisions presently made
by the City Executive Board so that
many of them can be decided by indi-
vidual Executive Board Members, with
advice from Council officers and subject
to call-in by our Scrutiny committees. 
■ Setting up two politically balanced
area planning committees (West and
East), each consisting of nine Members,
to deal with planning applications at
monthly meetings. 
West area planning committee wards
North, St Margaret’s, Summertown,
Wolvercote, Carfax, Hinksey Park,
Holywell, Jericho & Osney, Iffley Fields,
St Clements and St Mary’s
East area planning committee wards
Barton & Sandhills, Churchill,

Headington, Headington Hill &
Northway, Marston Quarry &
Risinghurst, Blackbird Leys, Littlemore,
Northfield Brook, Rose Hill and Iffley,
Cowley, Cowley Marsh and Lye Valley 

OXFORD City Council’s aim is to 
provide consistent and easy access
to the full range of council services
via our website: http://www.oxford.
gov.uk

Moving services online benefits our cus-
tomers by giving easy access to council
services 24 hours a day, and reducing face-
to-face and telephone contact reduces the
cost of service provision. Over the past
year, we have:
■ increased the number and range of online
forms available. Visit our Do It Online pages
for a full list of council services available
online: http://www.oxford.gov.uk/doitonline 

■ improved page design to increase the
usability of the website 
■ improved website performance 
■ started sharing online content on popular
social media sites 

We will continue to make improvements,
including the ability to check the progress
of reported issues and access to your
council tax and benefits accounts.
● Follow us on Twitter or Facebook to get
all the latest news from the Council and
please get in touch with any queries or
issues: http://twitter.com/OxfordCity
http://www.facebook.com/OxfordCity
Council 

CLEAN Energy Cashback is a UK
government sponsored initiative
designed to encourage small-scale
low carbon electricity in return for a
guaranteed payment for the electricity
generated.

The Council has recently commis-
sioned Thomas Vale to assess the suit-
ability of several of our buildings for
solar panels and we hope this will lead
to us commencing a corporate project
to benefit from this scheme. 

This project will build on the work of
our Carbon Management Programme to
reduce our carbon emissions and work
towards securing a reliable sustainable
energy supply for the future.

■ For more information visit 
www.feedintariffs.co.uk

AGE UK Oxfordshire is seeking older
volunteers to share their IT skills with
others in Donnington, Littlemore,
Northway and Cutteslowe.

To find out more about volunteering
for this project or to register your inter-
est in learning IT skills, contact Marian
Pocock, email marianpocock@ageuk
oxfordshire.org.uk or 07827 235454. 

Services just
a click away

Providing easy access 24 hours a day

Feed-in tariffs

Share your IT skills

Changes to our decision-making processes

OXFOOD is a sustainable local food
project forming part of the Low
Carbon Oxford programme in con-
junction with Oxford City Council
and Community Action Groups
Project.

OxFood strongly believe that local
food should be accessible to all and
that the best way of achieving this is
for us all to share our knowledge and
ideas. OxFood will actively research
viable business or social enterprise

models within the Oxfordshire local
food network. 

As well as becoming a hub of infor-
mation, OxFood’s ambition is that their
forum will help explore some of the
environmental challenges we face and
how we can act as individuals and
communities to build a sustainable
future.
■ To find out more visit www.oxfood.
co.uk or contact Dan Betterton dan@
oxfood.co.uk

Local food accessible to all

Photo courtesy: Toby Munday

TO FIND trusted traders or
businesses, checked by Age UK
Oxfordshire, use their business
directory at www.aubd.co.uk or
call FREEphone 0800 0086 334
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WARD 1 . Barton & Sandhills

Mike Rowley
LABOUR
M: 07711 808435 or 07510 099028
E: cllrmrowley@oxford.gov.uk

C/o Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

Van Coulter
LABOUR
M: 07910 817313
E: cllrvcoulter@oxford.gov.uk

Ruskin Hall Dunstan Road Oxford OX3 9BZ

WARD 2 . Blackbird Leys

Val Smith
LABOUR
M: 07767 446051
E: cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk

4 Flaxfield Road Blackbird Leys Oxford OX4 6QD

Rae Humberstone
LABOUR
T: 01865 779678
E: cllrrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uk

75 Little Bury Greater Leys Oxford OX4 7UZ

WARD 3 . Carfax

Tony Brett
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 401725  M: 07971 589623
E: tony.brett@oxfordlibdems.org.uk

6 Reliance Way Oxford OX4 2FU

Stephen Brown
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT . OPPOSITION
LEADER T: 01865 311535 M: 07899 934377
E: cllrsbrown@oxford.gov.uk

8 Walton Street Oxford OX1 2HG 

WARD 4 . Churchill

Mark Lygo
LABOUR 
M: 07826 527047
E: cllrmlygo@oxford.gov.uk

20 Valentia Road Headington Oxford OX3 7PL

Joe McManners
LABOUR
M: 07979 638670
E: cllrjmcmanners@oxford.gov.uk

1 Woodbine Cottage Headington Oxford OX3 OBT

WARD 5 . Cowley

Bryan Keen
LABOUR
T: 01865 776948
E: cllrbkeen@oxford.gov.uk

48 Liddell Road Cowley Oxford OX4 3QU

Shah Jahan Khan
LABOUR
M: 07796 613362
E: cllrsjkhan@oxford.gov.uk

6 Havelock Road Cowley Oxford OX4 3EP

WARD 6 . Cowley Marsh

Mohammed Abbasi
LABOUR  
T: 01865 792250  M: 07889 867931
E: cllrmabbasi@oxford.gov.uk

7 Warneford Road Oxford OX4 1LT

Sajjad Malik
LABOUR
M: 07787 874683
E: cllrsmalik@oxford.gov.uk

24 Emperor Gardens Blackbird Leys Oxford OX4 7WB

WARD 7 . Headington

David Rundle
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07980 894147

E: david.rundle@oxfordlibdems.org.uk
39 Catherine Street Oxford OX4 3AH

Ruth Wilkinson
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07789 368300
E: ruth.wilkinson@oxfordlibdems.org.uk

21 Thames View Road Oxford OX4 4TQ

WARD 8 . Headington Hill & Northway

Mohammed Altaf-Khan
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 798777 M: 07931 345554
E: cllrmaltaf-khan@oxford.gov.uk

83 Hugh Allen Crescent Oxford OX3 OHL

Roy Darke
LABOUR
T: 01865 790670
E: cllrrdarke@oxford.gov.uk

The Oak Barn, 80 Edgeway Road Oxford OX3 OHG

WARD 9 . Hinksey Park

Bob Price
LABOUR . LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
T: 01865 725218
E: cllrbprice@oxford.gov.uk

43 Western Road Oxford OX1 4LF

Oscar Van Nooijen
LABOUR
T: 01865 251757 
E: cllrovannooijen@oxford.gov.uk

57 Henley Street Oxford OX4 1ES

WARD 10 . Holywell

Mark Mills
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07525 751584
E: cllrmmills@oxford.gov.uk

C/O Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

Nathan Pyle
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07787 505514
E: cllrnpyle@oxford.gov.uk

106a Walton Street Oxford OX2 6AJ

WARD 11 . Iffley Fields

Elise Benjamin
GREEN . LORD MAYOR
T: 01865 202257
E: cllrebenjamin@oxford.gov.uk

41 Magdalen Road Oxford OX4 1RB

David Williams
GREEN - GROUP LEADER
T: 01865 765852
E: cllrdwilliams@oxford.gov.uk

320 London Road Oxford OX3 8DN

WARD 12 . Jericho and Osney

Colin Cook
LABOUR
T: 01865 721844  Work: 01865 285770
E: cllrccook@oxford.gov.uk

12 Riverside Road Oxford OX2 OHU

Susanna Pressel
LABOUR
T: 01865 554001 
F: 01865 252728 (Council Offices)

E: cllrspressel@oxford.gov.uk
7 Rawlinson Road Oxford OX2 6UE

WARD 13 . Littlemore

Gill Sanders
LABOUR
T & F:  01865 761856 
E: cllrgsanders@oxford.gov.uk

200 Headington Road Headington Oxford OX3 7PS

John Tanner
LABOUR
T: 01865 251441
E: john.tanner@tanox.demon.co.uk

32 Sunningwell Road Oxford OX1 4SX

WARD 14 . Lye Valley

Ben Lloyd-Shogbesan
LABOUR
M: 07974 947628
E: cllrblloyd-shogbesan@oxford.gov.uk

105 Cornwallis Road Oxford OX4 3NH

Bob Timbs
LABOUR
M: 07768 205874
E: cllrbtimbs@oxford.gov.uk

88 Normandy Crescent Oxford OX4 2TN

WARD 15 . Marston

Mary Clarkson
LABOUR
T: 01865 751493
E: cllrmclarkson@oxford.gov.uk

Lower Farm 8 Dunstan Road Oxford OX3 9BY

Beverley Hazell
LABOUR
M: 07758 210722
E: cllrbhazell@oxford.gov.uk

132 Dene Road Headington Oxford OX3 7EG

WARD 16 . North

Alan Armitage
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT . DEPUTY LORD MAYOR
M: 07799 892385
E: cllraarmitage@oxford.gov.uk

2 Grimbly Place Oxford OX2 7LT

Clark Brundin
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 510868
E: cllrcbrundin@oxford.gov.uk

27 Observatory Street Oxford OX2 6EW

WARD 17 . Northfield Brook

Stuart Craft
INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ASSOCIATION
M: 07733 274324
E: cllrscraft@oxford.gov.uk

C/O Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

Scott Seamons
LABOUR
M: 07910 595047
E: cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk

2 Orchard Court Rose Hill Oxford OX4 4HJ

WARD 18 . Quarry & Risinghurst

Laurence Baxter
LABOUR
M: 07834 183491
E: cllrlbaxter@oxford.gov.uk

35 Collinwood Road Headington Oxford OX3 8HH

Dee Sinclair
LABOUR
T: 01865 765260
E: cllrdsinclair@oxford.gov.uk

10 Norton Close Headington Oxford OX3 7BQ

WARD 19 . Rose Hill & Iffley

Antonia Bance
LABOUR
T: 01865 775603
E: cllrabance@oxford.gov.uk

17a Cowley Road Oxford OX4 1HP

Ed Turner
LABOUR
T: 01865 778358
E: cllreturner@oxford.gov.uk

2 Orchard Court Rose Hill Oxford OX4 4HJ

WARD 20 . St. Clement’s

Graham Jones
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07909 875306
E: cllrgjones@oxford.gov.uk

1a Lawrence Road Oxford OX4 3ER

Nuala Young
GREEN
T: 01865 749459
E: cllrnyoung@oxford.gov.uk

46 Tree Lane Iffley Oxford OX4 4EY

WARD 21 . St. Margaret’s

Jim Campbell
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 556404
E: cllrjcampbell@oxford.gov.uk

24 Frenchay Road Oxford OX2 6TG

Gwynneth Royce
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07801 121860
E: cllrglroyce@oxford.gov.uk

Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

WARD 22 . St. Mary’s

Matt Morton
GREEN
T: 01865 724251
E: cllrmmorton@oxford.gov.uk

9 Hawkins Street, Oxford OX4 1YD

Dick Wolff
GREEN
T: 07968 486854
E: cllrdwolff@oxford.gov.uk

69 Victoria Road Oxford OX2 7QG

WARD 23 . Summertown
Jean Fooks
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT - SHERIFF
T: 01865 310351 F: 01865 513129
E: cllrjfooks@oxford.gov.uk

9 St. Bernard’s Road Oxford OX2 6EH

Stuart McCready
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 553963 M: 07804 652733
E: cllrsmccready@oxford.gov.uk

23 Southdale Road Oxford OX2 7SE

WARD 24 . Wolvercote
John Goddard
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 438961
E: cllrjgoddard@oxford.gov.uk

10 Blandford Avenue Oxford OX2 8DY

Mike Gotch
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 553905
E: cllrmgotch@oxford.gov.uk

1 First Turn Oxford OX2 8AG

Political composition of Oxford City Council 2008–2010

LABOUR 26 
LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 16 

GREEN 5 
INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ASSOCIATION 1

TOTAL NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS 48

All details correct at time of going to press

■ Contacting a Councillor: Should you experience difficulty contacting a Councillor please inform: Members' Secretary, Oxford Town Hall, OX1 1BX. Tel: 01865 252414

Key to wards
Barton & Sandhills
Blackbird Leys
Carfax
Churchill
Cowley
Cowley Marsh
Headington
Headington Hill & Northway
Hinksey Park
Holywell
Iffley Fields
Jericho & Osney
Littlemore
Lye Valley
Marston
North
Northfield Brook
Quarry & Risinghurst
Rose Hill & Iffley
St Clement’s
St Margaret’s
St Mary’s
Summertown
Wolvercote

1
2
3
4 
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Your Councillors 2011
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EAT - DRINK - ENJOY
WWW.OXFORDCASTLE.COM  OXFORD CASTLE  NEW ROAD  OXFORD  OX1 1AY

Friday 24th June  - Sunday 4th September

Saturday 2nd July

Saturday 9th July

Sunday 17th July

Thursday 21st  - Sunday 31st July

Thursday 28th & Friday 29th July

Wednesday 31st August - Saturday 3rd September

Saturday 10th September

Saturday 17th & Sunday 18th September

Britain From the Air at Oxford Castle

Tomahawk Theatre Company presents The Canterbury Tales

Alice's Day at Oxford Castle

Archaeology Day in association with Oxford Preservation Trust

Oxford Castle’s Summer Night Concerts

MESH at Oxford Castle

Oxford Castle's Open Air Cinema

Oxford Open Doors at Oxford Castle

Oxford Castle Food & Wine Festival 

Summertime Dates for the Diary at Oxford Castle


