
HINKSEY HEATED 
OUTDOOR POOL
FREE CHILD ENTRY*

Large heated outdoor pool
Swimming and fun areas
Café
Located in Hinskey Park, 
off Abingdon Road

OXFORD ICE RINK

FREE CHILD ENTRY*
Great indoor fun for all the family
Skate hire included
Located on Oxpens Rd,
near the City Centre

Fusion Lifestyle is a registered not for 
profit organisation working in partnership 
with Oxford City Council to manage your 
local leisure facilities

Hinksey Heated Outdoor Pool and Oxford
Ice Rink are both easily accessible by
foot, bike, bus, train or car.

†BT calls charged max 3 pence per minute, other providers may vary.

0844 8933 222†

www.oxford.gov.uk/leisure

Great savings

on family fun
whatever the

weather in
Oxford with
these fantastic

voucher offers
*One free child entry with this voucher for every full paying adult. Valid
until 30th June 2012. For full T&C’s please visit www.fusion-lifestyle.com

*One free child entry with this voucher for every full paying adult. Valid
until 30th June 2012. For full T&C’s please visit www.fusion-lifestyle.com
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THERE is a crisis in affordable housing
in Oxford. Working to increase the 
provision of high quality affordable
housing remains a key priority for the
City Council and its partners.

In housing terms, Oxford is the least 
affordable area in the country, apart from
some areas of London. The population of the
city has been growing, as has the number of
households requiring housing.

Average house prices have more than doubled
in the last ten years and owner-occupied
housing is increasingly out of the reach of
people on lower incomes. This low level of
affordability puts severe strain on social 
housing provision, with over 6,000 households
in need on the housing register, and 
homelessness – though much improved – is
over twice the national average.

Oxford City Council is committed to using
its own resources to provide new affordable
housing wherever possible. We are also aiming
to improve the quality of existing homes, and
we have brought all our own homes up to the
national Decent Homes Standard.

We are also improving energy efficiency in
our housing stock.

Our groundbreaking Houses in Multiple
Occupation (HMO) scheme means that every
HMO in the city now requires a licence. This will
help to improve the standard of privately rented
accommodation. Our Home Improvement
Agency provides a range of means-tested
grants to help make home improvements and
carry out essential repairs and we continue to
focus on preventing homelessness.

OXFORD City Council’s Sites and
Housing plan identifies sites for 
development for housing, employment
and other uses, and sets out detailed
planning policies for residential 
development.

The housing policies contain new 

planning policies for affordable housing, 
student accommodation and Houses in
Multiple Occupation. The plan’s proposals
for over 7,000 new homes in the city will
go to a public enquiry this September.
■ For more information visit
www.oxford.gov.uk/sitesandhousing

Meeting city’s
housing needs

Plans drawn up for 7,000 new homes

See our pullout
guide to the
celebrations

See our pullout
guide to the
celebrations
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Dear Friends and Residents

With the recent elections behind us, and the budget agreed
for the coming year, this is a good time to take stock of the
achievements of the last few years and the key priorities for
the future.

Several key initiatives have been successfully completed,
notably the renewal of all our children’s playgrounds and the
upgrading of our main leisure facilities. Both of these
schemes have led to very large increases in usage and provide
a real boost to leisure and play. 

Less visible, but of great importance in securing the required
reductions in the Council’s budget, has been the completion
of the move for our staff out of Ramsay House and Blue Boar
St into the Town Hall and St Aldates. The vacated
buildings have been sold or leased and our staff
are now working in modern offices. 

A new integrated call centre has been
created so one number gives you access
to all parts of the Council; and the
Customer Service centre in St Aldate’s
has been transformed to provide a
rapid service in an attractive modern
space.

The Cleaner, Greener initiative has
brought improvements in waste, 
recycling and street cleanliness at
lower cost, the Town Hall and the
City Museum are being transformed,
new Council houses have been
built, the Old Fire Station has
been brought back to life, and
new community centres are on their
way in Cowley and Northway.

The challenges ahead are huge.
Above all, the crisis in affordable
housing is getting worse by the
month, and cuts in Housing
Benefit and Family Credit are 
creating serious problems for our
housing service. 

The 800+ homes planned for
Barton are a top priority. The
development of the Westgate
with a John Lewis store is
moving forward, as are the plans
for Oxpens and the station area.

Our sports pavilions are crying out
for improvements and additions, as are
some of the older community centres.

Major initiatives have been launched in the budget to work
with our schools and teachers to improve educational 
outcomes in city primaries, to improve cycling conditions and
to extend the range of activities for young people in the wake
of the County Council’s budget cuts. 

We will continue to bear down on costs and to improve our
service levels so that we can free up the resources to tackle
these challenges and make Oxford an even better place to live.

With good wishes

Councillor Bob Price
Leader, Oxford City Council

What’s On
Your guide to...
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A message
from the
Leader of
your Council

DROP into the new monthly
Art and Craft Fairs at the
Town Hall and treat yourself
to original, quality goods by
local craft workers and artists.

The Fair is setting up in the
Long Room on the fourth
Sunday of every month between
11am and 3.30pm. Next dates
are 24 June, 22 July and 26
August. Stalls are just £10 per
day. 
■ For more information contact
Annette Cunningham, email
acunningham@oxford.gov.uk
01865 252162

Family Day – 10.30am to 3.30pm
on Thursday 16 August
THE Town Hall and Museum of Oxford is
hosting a special family day with a
sporting theme. Call in and help create
an Oxford Olympians’ globe to hang in
the exhibition, listen to sporting themed
storytelling, or do something crafty!

OXFORD Philomusica’s second Summer
Baroque Series offers an appetising menu of
concerts throughout July, blending familiar
pieces with lesser-known musical gems of

the era. For further details about all 
concerts in the Summer Baroque Series,
and to book, visit www.oxfordphil.com 
or call 01865 980 980. 

OXFORD Open
Doors on 8 and 9
September offers
an exciting 
opportunity to 
celebrate the
city’s great 
architecture and
culture by visiting interesting 
properties which are not always
open to the public.

The Town Hall will once again be
welcoming you in to check out its
beautiful historic interior. Check out
the website to see who else is
throwing open their door this year 
www.oxfordopendoors.org.uk

Artwork by Ali Clements

Join Alice for
a day packed
with activities

IF YOU’VE been bitten
by the sporting bug, join
local historian and
author Mark Davies this summer on a
leisurely Short Sports Walk.

The route will include the River
Thames and its back streams, from the

Town Hall to Oxford Castle.
Find out about the distinctive Oxford

connections with rowing, punting, cricket,
ice-skating, ballooning, athletics, and
the 1908 London Olympics. 

The 90 minute walks are scheduled
for 26 June at 6pm, 12 July at 6pm, 21

July at 10am and 2pm, 29 July at 2pm
and 2 August at 6pm.

The walks will leave from the Town
Hall steps and tickets costing £5 each
can be bought from the Town Hall Gift
Shop or ECCO Oxford, New Inn Hall
Street.

Step out with author on discovery walk around Oxford 

Exhibition looks
back at some
of city’s great
sporting events

Support local
craft workers

Historic buildings
open their doors

■ Oxford Town Hall – 24 June to 
16 September 2012

THIS summer, visit our exhibition
of work that has been researched,
interpreted and created by local
community groups and inspired by
Oxford's sporting heritage.

The work of nine community
groups is showcased in the 
exhibition that features sculpture,

CRAFTY FUN FOR FAMILIES 

ARE you an avid Oxford United
fan that goes to every game,
home or away?

Perhaps you watch the boat
race every year, or always support
your local sports club?

We are looking for memorabilia,
including programmes, tickets, 

photographs and equipment to
add to this sporting exhibition.

If you have any local sportng
memorabilia that you are happy
to let us borrow, please contact
Kate Toomey email:
ktoomey@oxford.gov.uk phone:
01865 252819

Morris Motors Joggers Club (Courtesy of The Oxford Mail
and Times (Newsquest Oxfordshire)

Packed concert programme at Baroque SeriesCELEBRATE the fifth Alice’s Day in
Oxford at a series of special events
coordinated by The Story Museum:
■ Alice’s Day, Saturday 7 July
JOIN the fun in historic locations across
Oxford. Activities include street theatre, 
storytelling, exhibitions, walks and talks,
films and a moonlight stroll.

Check out the curiosities taking place at
the Town Hall and visit museums, 
restaurants, cafes and shops taking part
across the city. Most events are free.
www.storymuseum.org.uk/alice

■ Caucus Race, Sunday 
8 July, 2pm-5pm, Christ Church Meadow
MEET the Dodo when Cirque Bijou brings
the Caucus Race to Oxford. Everyone is
invited to join in and everyone is a winner.
Free event. 
■ Tea with Alice, a world of Wonderland 
illustration, Rochester House, 42 Pembroke
Street, Oxford, late June – mid September
VISIT this fascinating exhibition of 
contemporary Alice illustrations.
www.storymuseum.org.uk - for opening
times and admission prices.

A plea to Oxford sports fans
photography, creative 
writing, animations, art
work and memories of
sporting events in Oxford. 

A family drop-in activity
area invites visitors to
make a simple craft, try on
a costume or read up on
sporting characters and
the history of the
Olympics.
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New housing
benefit rates

£6m Clarendon
Centre revamp 

Private sector
rents shock

THIS summer, Oxford City Council in
partnership with GreenSquare Group,
is taking part in a project to pay
Housing Benefit directly to Local
Authority and Housing Association
tenants. 

The project is being run by the
Department of Work and Pensions, in
preparation for the introduction of
Universal Credit next year. Under
Universal Credit, the main working age
benefits will be paid together in a

monthly payment, direct to claimants. 
The aim of the project is to understand

what support tenants may require 
managing their housing benefit, to ensure
their rent is paid on time. Support may
include budgeting advice, finding the
right kind of financial product for tenants
to use, or help with other problems
which make managing money difficult.

The 1,600 Council tenants and 400
GreenSquare tenants involved in this
project have already been notified.

If you are involved, please ensure you
return any questionnaires you have
received to ensure we are able to pay
you your Housing Benefit, so you are
able to pay your rent on time.

Oxford City Council believes it is
important to be taking part in this project,
so that when tenants start receiving the
new Universal Credit payments from
next year, we understand the difficulties
that some people may face, and are
able to provide the right kind of support.

A RECENT report indicates that private
sector rents in Oxford are among the
least affordable in the UK, with figures
consistently showing that average
house prices are around ten times the
average annual wage.

Yet many Oxford residents do not own
their homes, but rent – one in five
households live in private rented 
accommodation, the tenth highest 
proportion in England. Another fifth of
households live in social rented 
properties. Renting in the private sector
in Oxford costs the equivalent of nearly
half of pre-tax earnings.

This is the ninth highest in the country,
and the highest outside London. 
■ For more information visit
www.oxford.gov.uk/chartofthemonth

PLANS to create a new neighbour-
hood on 90 acres of land to the west
of Barton are progressing well.

Through June and July, Oxford City
Council in partnership with Grosvenor
Developments Ltd, acting as the Barton
Oxford LLP, will embark on a summer of
community engagement to help shape
the Master Plan for the site.

This will commence with Barton 2030, a

launch event in the week of 18 June, 
followed by a touring public exhibition
over the following three weeks and a
series of smaller thematic focus groups
alongside the public exhibition.

The exhibition will visit Barton, Northway
and the city centre.
■ Full details of all the events will be
published on the City Council’s website
www.oxford.gov.uk

FOLLOWING Oxfordshire County
Council’s approval to plans, work to
reduce traffic congestion in
Frideswide Square will begin in 2013. 

The £3.7 million scheme will form
a key part of the redevelopment of
Oxford Railway station, which has
experienced 50 per cent passenger
growth since 2003, to upgrade 
operational performance and 
passenger provision. 

The chosen boulevard design
includes a roundabout at the station
entrance and two smaller 
roundabouts outside the Royal
Oxford Hotel. The layout includes
public spaces on three sides, with
two lanes of traffic and bus stops
along the central strip.

LAST April, cuts were made to
Housing Benefit for people who rent
from private landlords.

People who have had an unbroken
claim since before April 2011 will have
had a period of protection from the
change for between 9 and 21 months,
depending on when the claim started. 

This means that during this year all
private tenants will see a reduction in
the amount of Housing Benefit
received. 

If you don't know when the new rate
of benefit will apply to you, please 
contact us on 01865 249811 and we will
let you know. We can also provide
Housing advice, if you are worried that
the new rate of Housing Benefit will
mean that you cannot afford your rent.

We can help you in negotiations with
your landlord, in looking for alternative
accommodation or in some cases, 
providing additional short term financial
support.

A £6 MILLION revamp of The
Clarendon Centre will see a new
three-storey extension, expanding
the shopping centre by ten per cent
and bringing H&M and other popular
chains into Oxford. Construction
starts this summer with the new units
completed in late 2013, and H&M set
to open in early 2014. 

Homes boost
for Barton

DIRECT PAYMENTS SCHEME FOR TENANTS

Number of Bedrooms

Room in Shared
Accommodation

1 Bedroom

2 Bedrooms

3 Bedrooms

4 Bedrooms   

£ per week

79.15 

155.77 

184.62 

219.23

295.38           

£ per month

342.98

675.00

800.02

950.00

295.38           

The new rates of Benefit are as follows:

Traffic scheme set to get under way 
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OXFORD City Council is working
with Oxfordshire County Council,
schools, and other partners to
develop a joint Raising
Educational Attainment Action
Plan for the city.

We’ve allocated an annual sum of
£400,000 for the next four years, to help
raise the attainment of children aged 7
and 11 years old in Oxford to 10%
above the national average benchmark.

To determine the best way of investing
this funding, the City Council has
engaged Education Adviser Anna
Wright, previously Director of Children’s
Services at Reading, to liaise with key
stakeholders in the city and county to
identify their views on the best ways of
raising standards.

Email Anna akwright@oxford.gov.uk if
you would like to contribute your thoughts
about raising educational attainment.

Raising pupil attainment
OVER the last 12 months, we have
made good progress in delivering
our aspirations for the city generally
and, in particular, for its more
deprived communities.

We are investing in Oxford’s future
through a range of capital projects that
will create housing, jobs and an
improved quality of life for our citizens.
In the last year we have:
■ entered into a joint venture with
Grosvenor Estates to build up to 1,000
new homes in Barton, and contracted
with Green Square to build 100 new
homes and two new community 
centres in Northway and Cowley
■ completed the refurbishment of 69
play areas as part of a £3.1million
investment in improving all the city’s
play facilities
■ progressed our plans to build a new,
competition-standard pool in Blackbird
Leys
■ opened the Old Fire Station as a
combined Crisis Skylight and Arts
Centre in November 2011. The facility
combines a range of modern and 
flexible spaces for cultural and arts

activities alongside training and support
for employment in the creative and
hospitality industries
■ reduced our city centre office and
carbon footprint by transforming St
Aldate’s Chambers into a modern,
flexible working space that can
accommodate most of our staff, and
selling our Blue Boar Street offices; the
Ramsay House office space is also on
the market
■ improved the quality of our website
to offer most of our services, including

online payments
■ created a corporate call centre 
service with one number for all Council
services
■ opened a new, state-of-the-art 
customer services centre in St.
Aldate’s Chambers where customers
can receive answers to queries about
all Council services
■ invested further in information 
technology through our customer 
relationship management and 
performance management systems.
Investment is critical in developing more
efficient and timely service delivery.
We have also:
■ achieved Investors in People
accreditation for the whole Council in
May 2011. This reflects the level of
staff engagement with our 
transformation programme
■ achieved accreditation in the
Equalities Framework for Local
Government
■ improved employee attendance and
reduced sickness absence by 25%.
Visit www.oxford.gov.uk/policy to view
our Corporate Plan 2012-16.

How we’ve performed over the year

The St Aldate’s customer service centre

Advisor Anna Wright
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THE second phase of Oxford City
Council’s groundbreaking Houses in
Multiple Occupation (HMO) licensing
scheme has come into force, meaning
that every HMO in the city now
requires a licence.

The scheme was introduced, following
consultation by the Council, to deal with

HMOs that are unsafe and in poor 
condition, and control problems with
waste and anti-social behaviour. 

The fully electronic scheme is 100 per
cent self-funding from licence fees and
every HMO is inspected before a
licence is issued by the Council. 

The first phase began in January 2011

and by the end of March 2012, 563
licences were issued. As 551 HMOs
were already licensed under the national
system, there are now over a thousand
licensed HMOs in Oxford. 

Since the start of the scheme: 
■ over 90% have had improvements to
fire safety and other matters, such as

Raising standards
in the HMO sector

In-spire-ing
views of our
historic city
...And that sweet city with
her dreaming spires,
(Thrysis, Matthew Arnold 1865)

SINCE the 16th century, the views
of Oxford from the surrounding
hills have dominated the national
and international image of the city. 

These views are only possible
because the historic core of
Oxford sits on a gravel terrace
above the floodplain and above
most of the surrounding suburbs.

It is partly due to recognition in
the 1960s of the uniqueness and
value of these views, that most still
survive today as Oxford changes to
meet the needs of a modern society. 

A Views Study has been 
commissioned by the City Council
and Oxford Preservation Trust,
working with English Heritage, to
better understand what is valued,
how they help us understand and
enjoy Oxford’s heritage.

The study, still in the research
stage, is intended to help manage
or influence the way Oxford
changes in the future to ensure the
views can still be enjoyed.

Following this research, 
community consultation will take
place to seek knowledge of the
history of Oxford and to test the
methodology for assessing views.
■ To register your interest, please
contact Jacquie Martinez, email
jmartinez@oxford.gov.uk or call
01865 242918 (Oxford Preservation
Trust offices).

waste storage
■ eight successful prosecutions have
been made for failure to licence, poor
property conditions and making illegal
evictions – resulting in a total of £11,620
in fines with two landlords receiving
custodial sentences for flagrant 
breaches of the law.
■ Check if an HMO is licensed by visiting
www.oxford.gov.uk/hmo. Report a problem
HMO by emailing hmos@oxford.gov.uk
or phoning 01865 252307.

From Boars Hill in the 1960s... ...and the same view today

OXFORD City Council has initiated
the Oxford Cycle City Plan to begin to
realise our vision for Oxford to be one
of the truly great cycling cities of
Europe, by creating an environment
and culture that encourages cycling
at all levels in Oxford, and in particular
to encourage new cyclists.

Oxford is already acknowledged as
one of the few true cycling cities in the
UK. In 2001, 15 per cent of journeys
made to work were by cycle, compared
with less than three per cent for the rest
of England and Wales. Monitoring has
revealed that the number of cycle 
journeys remains high in Oxford.

However, there are still many barriers
to cycling in Oxford, including limited
availability of secure cycle parking and
dealing with busy roads and junctions. 

Oxford City Council has allocated a
total of £300,000, to be spent over the
next four years, towards delivering the
aims of promoting and encouraging
cycling in Oxford. With the help of
stakeholders including local cycling
groups, we have to identify a package of
cycle improvements that should improve

safety and convenience for cyclists.
Look out for more information to come

on Oxford Cycle City on our website
www.oxford.gov.uk/planningpolicy
Meanwhile, questions can be emailed to
planningpolicy@oxford.gov.uk, or you can
write to us at Planning Policy, Oxford
City Council, St. Aldate’s Chambers,
109-113 St. Aldate’s OX1 1DS.

On our bikes to create a cycling city

Photo: Claire Bloomfield/FreeDigitalPhotos.net

DO YOU love gardening?
If so Go for Gold this
year and enter our
Oxford in Bloom com-
petition. Enter online at
www.oxford.gov.uk/
oxfordinbloom. Closing
date is 16 July 2012 
(2 July for schools).

Dig for
victory
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To find out more contact Oxford City Council on 01865 249811
or visit www.oxford.gov.uk/recycling

Don’t throw away the things you don’t need anymore – there’s somebody
out there who could benefit from them.

There are local services in your area where you can donate your items
as well as services that will collect your items for free.

Pass it on: Give your
unwanted items a new homeTHIS year Oxford City Council won

the silver award in the Council of the
Year category of the Improvement
and Efficiency South East (IESE)
annual awards, for our many 
achievements over the past year.

These include the completion of a
major procurement process with
Grosvenor to create over 800 homes in
Barton, awarding a contract to
GreenSquare to build 100 new homes
and a new community and educational
building and for being on track to deliver
savings of £9 million pounds by 2015/16.

The Improvement and Efficiency

Awards recognise the transformation in
local public services.

Plus we have also been shortlisted in
the MJ Awards in the Community
Investor of the Year category for our
work on the Old Fire Station. 

In partnership with Crisis, we 
successfully bid for £3.5m Places of
Change funding from the Homes and
Communities Agency (HCA) to transform
and redevelop the Old Fire Station into
a world class facility, which tackles the
challenges of homelessness in Oxford
and offers a range of cultural activities
to the community.

OXFORD City Council has been
highly commended in the Low
Carbon Council category of the
prestigious LGC awards 2012.

We were commended for exemplary
work on carbon management within our
own estate, and for our leading role in
innovative partnership programmes with
community groups and local businesses. 

This includes work with Low Carbon
Oxford and the Local Carbon
Frameworks Pilot, which has led to the
development of the new Low Carbon
Hub for communities in Oxfordshire.

In 2011, the Council became the first
UK local authority to be awarded the
new British Standards Kitemark for
Energy Reduction Verification.  

THE 2012 awards for environmentally
friendly, resource efficient buildings,
named in honour of former Council
employee David Steel, were recently
presented to the representatives of
four local projects. 
■ Blue Planet Corner – for a small
residential development consisting of
four highly insulated new homes. 
■ Oxford High School’s 2011 Building
– for a number of sustainable features
to the building including solar PV 
panels and solar water heating
■ St John’s College – the scheme for

their new student rooms includes a
strong sustainability strategy 
insulation, that exceeds Building
Regulations requirements. 
■ Rose Hill’s 38 new council houses
– the new homes in Lambourn Road
were built to the Code for Sustainable
Homes Level 4 standards to reduce
domestic energy bills and cut carbon
emissions. 

David, who died in 2006, 
contributed significantly to the work
of the Council’s Climate Change
Action Team.

Outgoing Lord Mayor Councillor Elise Benjamin meets the 2012 award winners

Recent awards success
for our city

For greener buildings

For improving servicesFor improving services

For greener buildings

ARE you worried about a child or a
vulnerable adult?

If you have any concerns that a
child, young person or vulnerable
adult may be at risk of harm, neglect
or abuse, please report it to staff at
the organisations listed below.

■ Oxfordshire County Council
Assessment Teams: 0845 050 7666
■ Emergency Duty Team: 0800
833408
■ Non Emergency Police Team: 101

They will then investigate and deter-
mine the most appropriate action. If
the person is at risk of immediate
harm then contact the Police by
dialling 999. More information is avail-
able on these websites:

■ Oxfordshire Children and Young
People Safeguarding Board:
www.oscb.org.uk
■ Oxfordshire Safeguarding
Vulnerable Adults Board: 
www.safefromharm.org.uk

Working to keep people safe
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THE latest round of memorial inspections will
take place this autumn at Botley Cemetery,
North Hinksey Lane, SS Mary and John
Churchyard, Cowley, and St Mary and St
Nicholas Churchyard, Littlemore.

As part of this continuing assessment programme,
all memorials will be checked for stability and security.
These checks are carried out to ensure that memorials
are safe following several accidents elsewhere in the
country.

Any memorial found to be unstable will be made
safe where possible, with a wooden stake. Larger
unstable memorials may need to be carefully laid
down within the grave space to make them safe.

Of the 6,127 memorials that were tested in 2011 only
0.2 per cent were found to be unstable. It is anticipated
that very few memorials will be found to be unstable
during the forthcoming round of assessments.

New memorials erected since September 2005
should all meet the new standards introduced to
ensure that memorials remain secure and stable for
decades.  
■ For further information about the assessment 
programme, please contact the Cemeteries Service
Office between 10am and 4pm, Monday to Friday on
01865 252516.

OXFORD City Council strives to excel
in customer satisfaction and 
welcomes all your comments.

Your feedback is used across the
Council to help us to adopt best 
practice. 

Comments from our customers are
invaluable to us and are reviewed 
regularly. We encourage customers to
make suggestions that will help to
shape and improve our services. 

Our objective is to build a world class
city for everyone and excel in our service
provision.

However, we recognise that things

sometimes can go wrong and we do not
meet your expectations.

If this happens, we want to put things
right as soon as possible and learn from
any mistakes to develop and improve
our services and procedures. 

If you have any feedback, please 
contact us by:  

■ Completing the form on our website
www.oxford.gov.uk/feedback

■ Call us on 01865 249811
■ Drop into one of our Customer

Contact Centres in St Aldate’s,
Oxford or Templars Square, Cowley

■ Speak to the person providing the service.

Memorial safety
checks

WE WELCOME YOUR FEEDBACK

TO HELP empower our 
customers to shape our 
services and to help one
another we have introduced
a new informal Customer
Voice forum to our website.
Customer Voice allows

you to share your ideas on
the services you want and
to tell us how we can
become more efficient.

You can also signpost
others to information you
have found useful and 
provide us with feedback
on organisations that we
grant fund.

A chance to help shape
our services

Now you can
access even
more services
on our website
WE’VE made more services 
available online at
www.oxford.gov.uk and
increased our online visitors to
over 70,000 a month.

Two years ago just 1,300 
service requests were completed
online. Last year’s figure
increased to 21,021, and over
33,000 online payments were
made.

We’ve made our website even
easier to navigate by 
implementing a list of Top Tasks
on our key pages and improving
the search function.

Email us at
webmaster@oxford.gov.uk with
your suggestions for making it 
easier to access our services
online.

Follow us on Twitter
twitter.com/OxfordCity or
Facebook
facebook.com/OxfordCityCouncil
to get all the latest news from
the Council.

Cemeteries Supervisor Mark Johnson
testing a memorial stone’s stability

Photo: Ambro/FreeDigitalPhotos.net
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Oxford to
Cambridge
bike ride
Sunday 16 September 2012

Call 0808 100 2109 
Visit bhf.org.uk/oxcam

ARE you looking for fun and affordable
ways to get back into sport, or 
thinking of trying out a new activity?

Whatever your age, fitness levels or
cost constraints we can help you find a
way to get fit and active.

The Active Women project offers fun
sports sessions that are ideal for 
beginners in tennis, football, netball,
gymnastics, jogging and badminton.

Get Oxfordshire Active (GO Active)
offers a wide range of exciting activities
from Nordic walking and health walks to
zumba and tai chi.
■ For more information on the 
opportunities available please visit
www.getoxfordshireactive.org, call 01865
252729 or text GO Active and your 
postcode to 60777.

WE’VE had a record year at our leisure centres,
reflecting the much improved facilities and
activities on offer.

Over a million visits were made to our seven facilities
in the last year which beats the previous record of
990,000 visits achieved last year.

We’ve seen an increase in visits by women using the
centres of 24 per cent, attendance by people aged
over 60 increase by 27 per cent and visits by disabled
visitors have gone up by over 44 per cent.

Leisure memberships have also grown and we now
have over 10,000 members.

Our bonus concessionary membership, which offers
membership to those less able to afford it, now
accounts for 45 per cent of total membership.

An energetic aerobics session gets
under way 

Looking to get more active?

£3.1m play boost

JOIN in the fun on Sunday 12 August
at the Oxford Family Sports Day.

The event is being held in Bury
Knowle Park in Headington from
1pm until 5pm and is free for all to
attend. Take part in a number of
free taster sessions and exciting
challenges in your favourite sports.

You can also find out information
on the local clubs and sports 
initiatives in your local area and
how to get involved.

We want to Inspire a Generation
in Oxford by providing this great
opportunity for you to try your hand
at a number of different sports and
discover a sporting habit for life!

WE’VE completed our play area 
refurbishment programme and 69 play
areas in Oxford have been given a new
look.

£3.1million pounds has been spent on
improvement works and transforming play
areas for children and young people in the
city. The most recent transformations
have taken place in Florence Park, where
a disused bowls green has been turned
into a play area, Cutteslowe Park where
a sandpit, zip wire and climbing frame
have been installed and at Bury Knowle
Park where a Narnia-style wardrobe door
lets you enter the play area.
■ To find out more information about the
improvement programme visit 
www. oxford.gov.uk/playarearefurbishment

Record year for
leisure
centres

Family sports fun
A NEW route has been approved for
the Oxford Half Marathon 2012, which
takes place on Sunday 14 October
2012.

The new UKA licensed route can
accommodate up to 6,000 runners and
the course is largely traffic free with
road closures in place.

The Oxford Half Marathon will start at
9.30am on Grenoble Road near the
Kassam Stadium, and runners will cross
the finish line in the stadium. The official
Charity Partner for 2012 is Oxford
based hospice Helen & Douglas House.
■ Go to www.oxfordhalfmarathon.com
to find out more and secure your place.
Entry is £29 for affiliated runners and
£31 for non-affiliated runners.

New run route
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TO ACCOMPANY the new Explore
Oxford galleries, we’ve opened a new
and fun Heritage Learning Centre in
the Town Hall.

Drop in and join us for Exploration
Station in the Heritage Learning Centre
and Gallery for family fun, arts and crafts
that take place every Saturday and in the
school holidays. Watch out for our special
family days when we offer something 
different, such as handling museum 
artefacts or meeting a historical character.
Check out dates and times on our website
www.oxfordtownhall.co.uk or call into the
Town Hall and pick up a What’s On guide.

From the autumn term, school groups
can book up for great activities with a
hands-on focus. We're also looking for
local teachers who are willing to spend
some time with us planning and developing
new ideas for their classes to experience.
These new sessions, developed with
teachers, will be available from January

2013. We’ve got a great collection of
artefacts that can be handled.

These cover the  periods from the
Romans and Anglo-Saxons right up to
the 20th Century. The artefacts have a
wide range of cross-curricular interest
that includes history, citizenship and even
drama. Let us know what interests you,
and we’ll do our best to help.
■ To make a booking or find out more,
contact Kate Toomey or Antonia 
Harland-Lang at museum@oxford.gov.uk
or call 01865 252819.

THERE’S always something interesting
going on at your Town Hall. Regular events
include Tea Dances, Ceroc, Zumba and
Organ Recitals to name a few. Highlights
of events over the coming weeks include:
Friday 13 and Saturday 14 July – Soul in
the City, 7.30pm
A UNIQUE music event being brought to the
heart of the city by the Oxford Gospel Choir
and ACM Gospel Choir. Don’t miss the
sounds of gospel with a twist of Soul, Funk
and Pop. Tickets £13, concessions £11, 
children under 12 £8. Tickets available on
www.oxfordplayhouse.com  
Sunday 15 July – Strictly Oxford, 6.30pm
THIS event promises a fabulous and 
entertaining evening. Local celebrities and
dignitaries are donning their dancing shoes in
aid of charity. Each celebrity will have six weeks
tuition before the night when they will each
perform a latin and a ballroom dance followed
by a unique and exciting show dance. For
more information visit www.valehouse.org.uk
or email strictlyoxford@valehouse.org.uk
Saturday 18 August – Oxford Proms, 7.30pm
OXFORD Proms Orchestra is joined by 
international award winning pianist Mami
Shikimori for a performance of one of Mozarts
best loved masterworks, Piano Concerto No 21
in C major. Tickets £20, concessions £15, under
18 and student £12, under 12 £7.50. Tickets
available at www.oxford.gov.uk/townhallevents,
box office 01865 252351 or buy from Oxford
Town Hall. 
Friday 24 August – Oxford Proms, 7.30pm
OXFORD welcomes star violinist Masayuki
Kino of the Japan Philharmonic Orchestra. The
concert opens with Henry Purcell’s noble and
moving Chacony in G minor for Strings. Tickets
£20, concessions £15, under 18 and student
£12, under 12 £7.50. Tickets available at
www.oxford.gov.uk/townhallevents, box office
01865 252351 or buy from Oxford Town Hall. 
Friday 5 October – Acker’s Back in Town,
7.30pm
EXPERIENCE a live traditional jazz concert by

A welcoming venue
for all occasions

WE’RE launching a new range of
Town Hall tours this summer.

The tours will uncover the history
of this fascinating building that has
been at the heart of the community
since its opening in May 1897 – the
year of Queen Victoria’s Diamond
Jubilee. 

When it opened, with its state of
the art electric lighting and warm air
ducts, the current Town Hall housed
the city’s public library, police 
station, session courts, Council
Chamber, Mayor’s Parlour and the
grand Main Hall for large public
events.

Some of the rooms are still used to
this day for their original purpose. 

Take a peek inside the Town Hall’s
beautiful and decorative interior and
learn more about the history of the
building and the site it stands on.

Sit in the Lord Mayor’s chair, 
stand in the Court Room’s dock and

take a trip below ground to our
medieval crypt, divorced from its
original building, beautifully 
preserved and housing some of the
city’s treasures.
■ To find out more visit 
www.oxfordtownhall.co.uk or call
01865 252387 or 252334.   

Email townhall@oxford.gov.uk
or call 01865 252195 for an
informal chat about how we
can make your next event or
celebration special.

Acker Bilk and
his Paramount
Jazz Band.
Acker Bilk has
been actively
playing and
contributing to
British Jazz
since the
1950s.
Tickets: Main
Hall £25,
Balcony £30
Tickets
available at
www.oxford.gov.uk/townhall
events, box office 01865 252351 or
buy from Oxford Town Hall.
Thursday 11 October to Saturday
13 October – Beer Festival
THIS popular three-day beer festival
offers a wealth of real ales.

OXFORD’S Town Hall, a Grade II*
listed building, provides an ideal
setting and exceptional hospitality
to make your event a success.
■ Perfect for hosting small and
large meetings, conferences,
trade shows, celebration dinners,

corporate events and concerts.
■ All the rooms are WiFi enabled
and we can offer discounted
parking rates at Westgate car
park for your delegates and
exhibitors. 
■ Our beautiful range of historic

rooms give the wow factor to all
wedding celebrations.
■ Suitable for four to 500 
guests, we can offer bespoke
packages to suit everything from
small and stylish to large and
lavish events.

Let us make your
celebration special

OPENING this
June, Explore
Oxford is the
only museum
exhibition in a
city of world-class museums
and heritage sites that tells the
story of Oxford and its people.

Easily accessed from the Town
Hall’s main entrance in St Aldate’s
(just down from Carfax Tower),
Explore Oxford presents our city’s
past and present in two 
dramatically different spaces.
Past – Walk into City Engineer,
William White’s office and step
back into 1897 when the current
Town Hall was first opened.
Rummage through William
White’s desk drawers to find out

what the City Engineer at Oxford
Council was working on, check
out his drawing table and get an
insight into how much Oxford has
changed since it was settled in 910. 
Present – Continue into the 
modern Oxford Gallery and take a
virtual high-speed bike ride. The
four bike rides take you north,
south, east and west from the
Town Hall taking in the city’s 
highlights as well as to places you
don’t normally get to see, 
including BMW’s MINI plant.

A wealth of characters 
associated with Oxford will help
tell the story of the city including: 
■ Tamesibugus (150 AD) a Roman
potter who worked near

modern Headington, 
■ David and Licoricia (1200s)
Jewish residents of Oxford
whose house almost 
certainly stood on the site
of the Town Hall, 
■ Henry Thomas Hare (1861 –
1921), winner of the competition
to design the current Town Hall,
his first independent project. 
■ Sarah Jane Cooper (1848-1932),
wife and business partner of
Frank Cooper – makers of the
world-famous Cooper’s
Oxford Marmalade.

● Explore Oxford is open
seven days a week, Monday
to Saturday 10am – 5pm
and Sunday 11am – 3pm.

WE'RE looking for people
interested in learning about the

history of Oxford and Oxford
Town Hall, and with a few hours
to spare every week, to join our
enthusiastic group of Volunteer
Heritage Assistants.

Volunteer roles include offering
visitors a friendly, informative
welcome, staffing and promoting
our exhibitions and events, and
helping care for the Museum's
collections.

Contact Vanessa Lea, email:
vlea@oxford.gov.uk or call 01865
252086 to find out more.

■ Registration forms are available
at wwwv.oxford.gov.uk/
museumofoxford

HELP PROMOTE
CITY’S HERITAGE

Take a virtual high-speed bike ride
around Oxford at new exhibition

Fun journey of exploration

A school group on trial in the Town Hall’s
Court Room 

OUR great gift shop in the Town Hall is
a treasure trove offering goods 
influenced by Oxford’s heritage and the
Museum of Oxford’s collection. 

The shop also features original work
produced by local artists and craft

workers. If you are interested in selling
locally produced goods or craft work
or CDs by local musicians in our gift
shop please contact Vanessa Lea,
Museum Operations Officer on 01865
252086.

Scratching your head for a great gift idea?

Tours unveil Town Hall’s fascinating history

Treat yourself
to a night out

Photo: Abi Moore www.abimoore.co.uk

Photo: Tomasz Ras

Town Hall
architect
Thomas
Hare

Drawing by
Peter Edwards

Check out the website for a full
listing and further details
www.oxford.gov.uk/townhallevents
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You can make a material difference

THANK you for helping us to increase our
recycling rate up to 45 per cent for 2011/12.

We have established that our scheme is
capable of recycling 80% of household waste
and some households are already achieving
this. We want to further improve our 
performance so check to see if you are doing
everything you can do to maximise what you
recycle, and help us to achieve a 50% 
recycling rate this year. This will save us all
money and is good for the environment.

THERE are over 40 textile banks
across the city where you can
take all your unwanted textiles,
clothes, towels, bedding and
shoes, including ripped or 
damaged items. Your donated

items  are either resold to people
that need them or recycled.

The sale of these items raises
vital funds for Air Ambulance,
Cystic Fibrosis, Salvation Army
and British Heart Foundation.

BECOME a Local Environment
Champion and help make your local
area a Cleaner, Greener place to
live.

Local Environment Champions are
members of the public who volunteer
to encourage others to recycle by 

giving advice and help to people in
their local community.
■ To find out more please visit Getting
involved in recycling at
www.oxford.gov.uk/recycling or email
recycling@oxford.gov.uk or call 01865
249811. 

IF YOU would you like to
be kept up to date with
recycling and waste news,
sign up to our electronic
newsletter by emailing
recycling@oxford.gov.uk
or follow us on Twitter
@recycle4oxford

Help create a cleaner city

STAY UPDATED
ON RECYCLING

TURN ginger, garlic, herbs or lemongrass
into simple marinades: chop and mix
with olive oil.

USE a cool box/bag to help keep food
fresh.

BRUSH veg such as courgettes,
aubergines and peppers with olive oil
and chargrill.

CRISP up wilted salad in water with ice
cubes.  

WRAP cooked meat and freeze or keep
in the fridge for up to two days.

ADD leftover sausages to an omelette or
Spanish tortilla. 

TURN leftover bread rolls into 
breadcrumbs and freeze for stuffings or
bread sauce.

If the weather lets you down, put unused
food in the freezer for another time – as
long as it wasn’t frozen and defrosted.

Barbecuing is an ideal way to enjoy food. However with UK
homes wasting £1.6 billion worth of meat and fish a year
there are some brilliant barbeque tips to reduce waste and
save pounds.

■ www.oxfordshirewaste.gov.uk ■ www.twitter.com/RecycleForOxon

SOLAR Photovoltaic (PV) 
panels have recently been
installed on five of Oxford City
Council’s larger buildings.

The panels generate clean green

electricity from the sun, reducing
damaging carbon emissions and
lowering costs for these buildings.

The solar panels have been installed
at Barton and Ferry Leisure Centres

and three sheltered housing sites.
The installations at these five sites

will result in savings of around
£16,000 per year and reduce 
damaging carbon emissions by over

Sunnier outlook
for our buildings

80 tonnes of CO2 per year.
This is one of many 

projects, implemented as
part of the Council’s award
winning carbon management
programme, where we have
already reduced CO2 output
by more than 25%.

OUR successful Cleaner, Greener cam-
paign was recently launched in Barton.

The campaign was introduced in
October 2009, in partnership with the
Oxford Mail. The key objectives of the
Barton campaign are to increase recycling,
reduce dog fouling and tackle waste in
gardens. The campaign has also visited
Blackbird Leys, East Oxford and Jericho
and has addressed local issues that are
important to the residents of those areas.

Our campaign
is sweeping
through city

WASTE Electrical and Electronic Equipment
(WEEE) banks are being placed around the
city to help residents recycle any broken small
electrical items such as kettles and irons.

Electrical items should not be placed in blue
recycling bins but taken to one of the banks at
the following locations:

Cardigan Street - Jericho. Ferry Hinksey Road
Friars Wharf - Trinity Street, Marston Ferry
Leisure Centre – Ferry Pool Road, Sainsburys -
Heyford Hill, St Clement’s Street car park,
Tesco’s car park - Oxford Retail Park and Union
Street, Waitrose - Headington.
■ For more info visit 
www.oxford.gov.uk/recyclingcentres

Thanks – but we
can do even more

Make a WEEE bank deposit
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YOU’D think the subject of public
toilets would be something most
of us could laugh at, like in a
Carry On film or Hi-de-Hi! episode.

But the truth is, we British actually
take our public toilets very, very 
seriously. And so we should, for once
they were the envy of the world.

The first public toilets were introduced
in 1852 and indeed, the Victorian era
proved something of a heyday for 
furnishing this country with renowned
and architecturally-memorable lavatories.

But in the intervening years, a sort of
‘toilet taboo’ has replaced the zeal of
these early toilet pioneers who wanted

only to provide a vital and necessary
service for everyone, regardless of their
age, class, ethnic origin, gender, mental
ability or physical ability. And of course,
access to public toilets is even more
important to specific sections of our
community, such as the elderly, the 

disabled and families with young children.
Sadly, in recent years, the toilet

debate has become very marginalised,
except as a refuge for humour. Which is
why the Oxford Mail has joined forces
with Oxford City Council.

Since launching the refurbishment 
initiative in March, our joint aim has
been simple – to get people once again
talking and thinking about the state of
our public toilets and to realise that this
city doesn’t just deserve good toilets,
but great ones. This transformation isn’t
going to happen overnight, but you will
see the first changes soon.

Oxford City Council starts work this
summer to make this city’s public toilets
something we can all be proud of. After
all, wouldn’t it be a relief if, just once,
our toilets were bright and welcoming?

Dreamsville maybe, but the more
colourful and unique we make them, the
greater the chance we’ll think twice
about leaving them looking like, well,
public toilets...

Jeremy’s campaigning for better toilets

OXFORD City Council
launched a Community
Toilet Scheme in June
2010 in order to increase
the provision of safe,
clean and accessible 
toilets for the public to
use in the city.

The scheme is a partnership
between the Council and local
businesses who volunteer to
become part of the scheme and
benefit from additional promotion
and more people visiting their 
business.

Wherever you see the community
toilet scheme sticker it means you
are welcome to use the toilet 
facilities without necessarily being
a customer or making a purchase.

The sticker also provides 
information about the facilities

available in that particular
location, including 
baby-changing facilities or
accessible toilets. 

There are currently ten
Community Toilet Scheme
partner locations in the
city centre, in addition to

the six public toilets provided and
maintained by Oxford City Council.  

For more details on locations of
participating businesses and how
to get involved please visit
www.oxford.gov.uk/communitytoilets
or pick up a handy pocket map
from the Town Hall, Main Library or
Tourist Information Centre.
■ If you have any feedback on the
Community Toilet Scheme or 
suggestions on how it could be
improved please email 
communitytoilets@oxford.gov.uk

BY JEREMY SMITH
of the Oxford Mail

Answering the call

We partner up to make facilities
available for your convenience

Make a date for one of the principal
and most prestigious events on
Britain’s annual fashion calendar.

This year’s Oxford Fashion Week, 5 -11
November, promises to be the largest,
liveliest and most significant to date,
ensuring that the beautiful city of Oxford

becomes the place to see the most
incredible and upcoming fashion trends
for 2013. A variety of events are taking
place throughout the city, including an
ethical fashion day at Oxford Town Hall.
■ Visit www.oxfordfashionweek.co.uk to
find out more.

Photo courtesy: Oxford Mail &
Times (Newsquest Oxfordshire)

Tell us how we can make our
public loos more welcoming

■ Anyone with ideas on how to make the
city’s toilets better can email the council on
pressoffice@oxford.gov.uk or Jeremy Smith
at jsmith@oxfordmail.co.uk

Have your lounge carpet (up to 200 sq ft)
cleaned for £65 and we will clean another
room of the same size absolutely FREE

● All work covered by money back guarantee
● Environmentally friendly, non-toxic chemicals
● Friendly, reliable, professional service

Call Colin to find out more on 01865 370967

■ Deep cleaning, quick drying  ■ Industry trained  ■ Fully insured

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER!

■ Professional Carpet and
Upholstery Cleaners

■ Domestic and
Commercial

■ Industry
Trained
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DID you know that most people in
Oxford live within 1.5 miles of their
local community centre?

The city’s 19 community centres are
buildings owned by Oxford City Council
and are typically managed by
Community Associations; registered
charities made up local volunteers who
offer services and make decisions to
benefit the local community.

With community interest at the heart

of everything they do, your local centre
offers opportunities to be more active,
learn new skills and make new friends.

So this summer, why not head down
to your nearest centre and find out
more about what’s on offer there?
■ Visit www.oxford.gov.uk/community
centres for more information, or 
contact the Communities and
Neighbourhoods team on 01865
252791.

Fiery tale from
Coward’s pen

Discover what’s on offer at
your local community centre

■ Volcano by Noel Coward at Oxford
Playhouse 16 July - 21 July

NOEL COWARD fans are in for a
treat when Jenny Seagrove leads
an all-star cast in this newly 
discovered masterpiece – Volcano.

Never performed in Coward's 
lifetime, this is the first major 
production of a work which gives a
fascinating insight into the glamorous
and scandalous Caribbean lifestyle
that he himself enjoyed.
● We have two tickets to give away
for the opening night on Monday 16
July. To enter the prize draw, send a
postcard with your name and contact
details to Press Office, Oxford
Playhouse Competition, Town Hall,
St Aldate’s, Oxford, OX1 1BX by
Friday 6 July.

the prize draw, send a postcard
with your name and contact details
to  Press Office, Oxford Philomusica
Competition, Town Hall, St Aldate’s,
Oxford, OX1 1BX by Friday 27 July.

THIS summer, Oxford Town Hall is
hosting a creative and fun dance
week for young people. No 
experience is necessary. 
■ Morning sessions (10am -12pm) 
5 - 7 year olds: Take part in a fun and
creative dance class. Create your own
dance pieces to show to family and
friends on Thursday 26 July at 11.30am.
■ Afternoon sessions (2pm - 4pm) 
8 - 11 year olds: Learn and develop
technical and choreographic dance

skills. Create a dance piece for an
informal performance on Thursday 26
July at 3.30pm.

Four morning sessions – £35 (£25
concs), Four afternoon sessions – £35
(£25 concs), Daily rate – £10 (£7
concs). Assisted places are available.
● Find out more – contact teacher
Joelle Pappas, director of Tac-au-Tac
Dance Theatre: email:
joelle@intbis.com call: 01865 251 643
or visit www.dancinoxford.co.uk

Summer Youth
Dance Week -
Summer Dancin’
2012
Monday 23 –
Thursday 26 July

MAKE a date on Sunday 21 October when
another of Philomusica’s well-loved
FUNomusica family concerts, created in
partnership with Oxford City Council,
returns to the Town Hall. 

This time the orchestra will be 
celebrating members of the animal
kingdom, big and small, in a concert
entitled Animal Antics. Come along
dressed as your favourite animal and
explore the creatures of our world with
the Philomusica’s fun musical style.

The event is most suitable for
ages 4 -10, but all the family are
welcome, and adults always seem
to have as much fun as the children.

Tickets cost just £8 for adults
and £2 for children and are 
available from Box Office 01865 980
980 or www.oxfordphil.com 
■ We have a fantastic prize of a family
ticket for two adults and three children
up for grabs for Animal Antics. To enter

WIN a family ticket!

Animal Antics
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THOUSANDS of carers are missing
out on services and support 
available to them each year,
including £840 million worth of
Carer's Allowance. 

Carers Oxfordshire aims to ensure
Oxfordshire’s 60,000 carers are aware of
their rights and to help them access the
support and services available to them.

They also organise a variety of events
including carers’ support groups and
outreach surgeries for carers to call into
to speak with a specialist support
worker.

They also work closely with 
organisations who provide services to
young carers.

The brand new Carers Oxfordshire
website www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk
provides more information on the
services on offer.
Carers can also subscribe to our free

quarterly newsletter, Care Matters, via
the website.
■ For more information call Carers
Oxfordshire on 0845 050 7666.

Recalling memories with her carer

Kicking the Bucket
– A Festival of
Living and Dying

ST JOHN Ambulance, the
nation’s leading first aid
charity, is managed by
volunteers and responsible
for generating its own income.

Last year in Oxfordshire they:
■ attended 459 events and treated

1,473 casualties 
■ transported 4,363 patients to 

hospital appointments
■ trained 3,376 young people from

over 190 schools in basic first aid. 
You can help support St John

Ambulance by donating your used ink
cartridges and old mobile phones for

recycling. Collection bags
hold up to three inkjets or
mobile phones and you
simply return the filled

bags in the post.
Collection bags can be ordered by:

■ Calling 01273 400185, please quote
Supporter ID C28825 

■ Sending an email to
info@recycle4charity.co.uk along
with your name, address and quote
supporter ID C28825 

■ Signing up on the website
www.recycle4charity.co.uk/intel
signup.aspx?supporterid=C28825 

■ 15 October to 2 November 2012

‘It’s not that I’m afraid
to die. I just don’t want
to be there when it 
happens.’ – Woody Allen

WE ALL know we
are going to die. It
is the one certainty
we live with and
yet we find it very
hard to really face
this fact.

If we can begin
to think about it
we often find that
we can gain a lot
of peace of mind
through getting relevant information
and doing some planning. This can
help our families and reduce the
amount of confusion and pain they
have to deal with when someone dies.

The Festival is a celebration of life
as well as an exploration of death,
and includes exhibitions, workshops,
performances, debate, art sessions,
advice and support.

To find out more, visit
www.woodlandburialwestmill.co.uk
or call 01367 240508.

CARERS: Are you
missing out?

COME along to Blackbird Leys Park
and join the fun at the Leys Play
and Activity Day on Thursday 26
July from 1am until 3pm.

The event is in recognition of
national Play Day, a day to celebrate
children’s and teenagers’ right to
play. Oxfordshire Play Association is
organising the event in partnership
with local organisations, including
local charities and Oxford City
Council employees.

The event offers a wide range of
exciting and fun activities for young
people aged up to 19 years to try
out, and possibly take up after the
event. The free activities on offer
include dance, sports, music, arts,
crafts and martial arts. 

Recycle for St John Ambulance

Kids’ fun day

Photo courtesy: Carers Oxfordshire
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Volunteers rewarded for
their service to others
DURING a special ceremony in
May, certificates of honour were
awarded to local residents who
have given their own time to 
provide exceptional service to
others in the city. 

The outgoing Lord Mayor of Oxford,
Councillor Elise Benjamin presented the
certificates in recognition of the 
outstanding voluntary work carried out
by the recipients. 

The three judges, the Lord Mayor, the
Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, Tim
Stevenson and Lindsay Watts from
Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary
Action, selected the successful 
recipients from nominations made by
members of the public. 

The recipients of the 2012 Certificates
of Honour are:

Ali Akkas
FOR providing tireless voluntary work,
commitment and contribution to the
Bangladeshi and Muslim Community in
Oxford

Rosanne Bostock
FOR invaluable commitment as a 
volunteer to the Civic Society, particularly
for the Oxclean Spring Clean, and 
helping to develop Harris Manchester
College as a college for mature students

Mike Broun
GIVING dedicated service, benefiting

thousands of callers and promoting the
work of the Samaritans for over 25
years

Sally Hersom
FOR almost 30 years commitment and
invaluable work as a social evening
helper and befriender volunteer for the
Archway Foundation  

Peter Horace Goodgame
UNDERTAKING voluntary work for the
Cutteslowe Community Centre and
Cutteslowe Community Woodland, and
for providing mentoring support to
young people

Kathleen Mulligan
PROVIDING valued fundraising and 
voluntary work for guide dogs for the
blind, the Puddle Club, and for her
work with the Full Circle charity

Dennis Preece
FOR longstanding charity work and
fundraising for mental health services in
Oxford  

Andreas Prodromou Koumi
PROVIDING valued support to many
lonely people, some with mental health
issues. 

Alan and Jean Wormald 
PROVIDING tireless dedication as 
volunteers and members of the Cheney
Community Hall and founding members
of the Cheney over-50s club.

THE Oxford Work Club takes place on the
first Wednesday of every month at the
Customer Service Centre, St Aldate’s,
Oxford, between 10am and 4pm. 

The Work Club supports the Get Britain
Working initiative by helping jobseekers in
their search for work by prroviding:

■ advice on preparing and updating
CVs and completing application
forms

■ help with interview techniques 
■ internet access and support to

search for vacancies 
■ help to access local training 
■ general advice on benefits 

So far, over 150 people have attended
and received support from the Work Club
team.

One attendee who has been successful
finding full-time employment said, “The 
people in the Work Club were friendly,
approachable, knew their stuff and also how
to put it into action in ways that made you
feel confident enough to go into a situation
and handle it professionally. 

“Thank you very much for that support and
thank you for helping me get the outcome I
wanted.”
■ For more information e-mail:
workclub@oxford.gov.uk or come along to a
session to find out how we can help you.

Thanks – for the
gift of your time

Club aims to get
people into work

OOOO uuuu rrrr     SSSS tttt rrrreeee eeee tttt     SSSS cccc eeee nnnn eeee     tttt eeee aaaa mmmm     aaaa rrrreeee
oooo ffff ffff eeee rrrr iiii nnnn gggg     tttt hhhh eeee iiii rrrr     pppp rrrroooo ffff eeee ssss ssss iiii oooo nnnn aaaa llll
eeee xxxx pppp eeee rrrr tttt iiii ssss eeee     tttt oooo     dddd eeee llll iiii vvvveeee rrrr     dddd eeee eeee pppp
cccc llll eeee aaaa nnnn iiii nnnn gggg     oooo ffff     pppp rrrr iiii vvvvaaaa tttt eeee     rrrroooo aaaa dddd ssss     aaaa nnnn dddd
rrrreeee tttt aaaa iiii llll     pppp aaaa rrrr kkkk ssss     aaaa nnnn dddd     gggg rrrraaaa ffff ffff iiii tttt iiii
rrrreeee mmmm oooovvvv aaaa llll ,,,, ssss eeee vvvveeee nnnn     dddd aaaayyyy ssss     aaaa     wwwweeee eeee kkkk
aaaa nnnn dddd     aaaa tttt     vvvveeee rrrr yyyy         cccc oooo mmmm pppp eeee tttt iiii tttt iiii vvvveeee
pppp rrrr iiii cccc eeee ssss .... TTTToooo     ffff iiii nnnn dddd     oooo uuuu tttt     mmmm oooo rrrreeee     aaaa bbbb oooo uuuu tttt
tttt hhhh iiii ssss ,,,, oooo rrrr     aaaa nnnn yyyy     oooo ffff     oooo uuuu rrrr     oooo tttt hhhh eeee rrrr
SSSS eeee rrrr vvvv iiii cccc eeee ssss     tttt oooo     BBBB uuuu ssss iiii nnnn eeee ssss ssss ,,,, pppp llll eeee aaaa ssss eeee
cccc oooo nnnn tttt aaaa cccc tttt     oooo uuuu rrrr     CCCC oooo mmmm mmmm eeee rrrrcccc iiii aaaa llll
SSSS eeee rrrr vvvv iiii cccc eeee ssss     TTTTeeee aaaa mmmm ,,,, DDDD iiii rrrreeee cccc tttt
SSSS eeee rrrr vvvv iiii cccc eeee ssss ,,,, OOOO xxxx ffff oooo rrrrdddd     CCCC iiii tttt yyyy     CCCC oooo uuuu nnnn cccc iiii llll ,,,,
VVVV iiii ssss iiii tttt .... .... ....

■ Our website www.oxforddirectservices.co.uk
■ Email: directservices@oxford.gov.uk or
■ Call us on 01865 335400
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AN INNOVATIVE fashion event
organised by Oxford City Council and
Oxfordshire Waste Partnership has
been shortlisted in the waste 
minimisation category of the 
prestigious National Recycling
Awards.

Winners will be announced later this year.
The ReFashion event held at the Town

Hall in January highlighted ways to recycle
clothes with fun fashion shows, upcycling
demonstrations and a busy swishing
(clothes swapping) area.

The event was a great success, bringing
together over 700 visitors. Half a tonne of
unwanted clothes and textiles were
brought along to swap, sell, alter or repair.

Throughout the day, inspiring catwalk
displays showcased fashion and textile
work from college students and pupils
from local schools, together with quality
charity shop garments from Traid’s
ReMade range of upcycled clothing.

ReFashion is set to become an annual
event at the Town Hall. Keep an eye on our
website for details of the next event
www.oxford.gov.uk/townhallevents.
Organisers will also be working with Oxford
Fashion Week to put on a smaller event as
part of their Ethical Fashion Day in November.

Report on feeding our city
provides food for thought
EVER wondered how much land,
energy and water it takes to feed
Oxford?

In a recent study commissioned by
Oxford City Council, we found out that
to feed the city takes 500 sq km of
land, and each year £70 million worth
of fossil fuel energy, and the same
amount of water that flows down the
Thames, past the city, in 8 months.

We also found that only around 1%
of our food comes from local sources.

That all represents a big demand on
our environment, and in an uncertain
and finite world we might decide it’s
smart to find out how we can reduce
our city’s FoodPrint.

Interestingly, this study, carried out
by local social enterprise, LandShare,
shows us that it should be possible to

reduce our FoodPrint by as
much as one third, and still eat
extremely well.

The report doesn’t preach
solutions – different things work
for different people. But it does
point to options that might help
us find our own ways to influence
our food supply; whether we’re
an individual, a family, a school
or a business. That might
include anything from cutting
food waste to being part of
Oxford’s new community-owned
food company, Cultivate. 
■ Visit www.CultivateOxford.org
to find out more. Visit www.
landshare.org/how-to-feed-a-city.
html for information about how
to calculate your FoodPrint. 

LOW Carbon
Communities and
initiatives in
Oxfordshire can
now benefit from
a wealth of
resources and
support thanks to the new Low
Carbon Hub.

The Hub, run by communities,
for communities, was developed
in collaboration with the City
Council and other local 
organisations to help enable
practical action to reduce carbon
emissions.

Through the Hub, community
groups can access resources,
training and advice from people
who are successfully doing what
others are trying to do.

An experienced team of Hub
advisors can give expert advice via
their blogs and point communities
in the direction of trusted
resources to help them access
the right information.

The Hub also provides services
and training to help individuals
and groups take practical action
in their communities. 
■ Visit www.lowcarbonhub.org
for more information.

Clothes recycling
is all the fashion!

ReFashion organisers Jenny Carr of
Oxford City Council and Paul Mocroft
of Oxfordshire Waste Partnership

We can reduce our FoodPrint and eat well

Help reducing
CO2 emissions

Photo: Oxford Mail/Damian Halliwell

Photo: Michael Buick/Cultivate
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AS PART of the Low Carbon
Oxford initiative, Oxford City
Council are working with the Low
Carbon Hub and Energy Saving
Co-operative to ensure there is a
‘Fair Green Deal’ available for
householders, residents, landlords
and businesses in Oxford.

The innovative Fair Green Deal
scheme will help Oxford to ‘Power
Down’ by reducing the energy
demand and carbon emissions from
the City’s buildings, while at the
same time making them warmer and
more comfortable.

It will provide customised advice on
which energy saving improvements
make financial and environmental
sense; install improvements through
local Oxfordshire tradespeople 
benefitting the local economy; and
provide fair and ethical finance for
those who need it.

The Energy Saving Co-operative
have chosen to launch the Fair
Green Deal in Oxford because of the
City’s unique Low Carbon Oxford
partnership between the City and
County Councils, community
groups, businesses and universities.”

OXFORD City Council’s Street
Scene Grounds Maintenance
teams are working closely with
Thames Valley Probation Trust
and Community Payback to make
improvements across the city.

The ongoing work includes
upgrading shared communal
space on housing estates,
improving path ways by cutting
back path edgings, clearing 
overgrown open land and
replacing fencing.

IF YOU are a local
authority or other
public body and
need legal advice,
Oxford City Council’s legal team
may be able to help you.

Operating from the heart of historic
Oxford and providing the full range of
legal services required by a busy and
dynamic local authority, the legal team
have a wealth of local government and
public sector experience.

Charging rates are competitive
because the team only operates in the 
public sector. 

Accredited to the Law Society’s
Practice Management Standard
(Lexcel) and regulated by the
Solicitors’ Regulation Authority, the
team can offer other local authorities
and public bodies the benefit of their
experience in many areas including:
civil litigation, regulatory crime, 
contracts and procurement, 
employment, housing, licensing, local
government and corporate governance,
planning and property.

■ For more information please contact
Practice Manager, Sue Brown, email
sbrown@oxford.gov.uk or call 01865
252844.

Can our legal
experts be
of service?

Make savings
on your home
energy bills

Dedicated teams working to improve our city

OUR new Lord Mayor of Oxford
has been appointed and is
already carrying out his official
civic duties. 

Councillor Alan Armitage was 
nominated by his fellow councillors and
has already carried out a number of
duties including a service of Thanksgiving
for Oxfordshire at Christ Church
Cathedral, hosting a reception for the

Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Town
Criers’ Competition and attending
Oxford Operatic Society’s production of
Throughly Modern Millie at the New
Theatre.

The Deputy Lord Mayor of Oxford is
Councillor Mohammed Abbasi, Oxford’s
first Pakistani-born civic office holder.

The Sheriff of Oxford is Councillor
Dee Sinclair. 

Meet Oxford’s new
Lord Mayor

YOUR NEW-LOOK
CITY COUNCIL
THE outcome of our recent elections 
resulted in Labour retaining overall control of
Oxford City Council. Labour won 3 extra seats
and now holds 29 of the 48 seats. Liberal
Democrats now hold 13 seats, Green 5 and 1
Independent seat. See page 19 for full details.

New Lord Mayor, Councillor Alan Armitage

■ Councillor Bob Price - Leader (corporate
governance, strategic partnerships, economic 
development, people and equalities, culture,
communications)
■ Councillor Ed Turner - Deputy Leader (finance,
corporate assets, strategic planning and major
regeneration projects, HMOs)
■ Councillor Colin Cook - City Development
(tourism, development control, building control,
licensing, transport, markets)
■ Councillor Van Coulter - Leisure Services
(leisure strategy, Fusion contract)
■ Councillor Steve Curran - Young People,
Education and Community Development (youth
activities, educational attainment, community 
centres, grants)
■ Councillor Mark Lygo - Parks and Sports (parks,
countyryside, sports development, allotments,
cemeteries)
■ Councillor Scott Seamons - Housing (housing 
strategy, homelessness, tenant relationships)
■ Councillor Dee Sinclair - Cime and Community
Safety (Police Board, CANACT, Nightsafe, OCSP)
■ Councillor Val Smith - Customer Services and
Regeneration (health and wellbeing, customer 
services, Regeneration Board)
■ Councillor John Tanner - Cleaner Greener
Oxford (refuse and recycling, carbon reduction 
strategy, low carbon Oxford, air pollution, environ-
mental nuisance, food safety).

City Executive Board
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Political composition of Oxford City
Council 2010–2012

LABOUR 29 

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 13

GREEN 5 

INDEPENDENT 1

TOTAL NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS 48

All details correct at time of going to press

■ Contacting a Councillor: Should you experience difficulty contacting any Councillor please inform a Democratic Services Officer, democraticservices@oxford.gov.uk  Tel: 01865 252214, Oxford Town Hall, OX1 1BX

■ Full Council
The Council sets the annual budget and is responsible for
the strategic policy framework for areas such as planning,
housing, leisure and licensing. Full Council considers
motions from members on matters that affect people in
Oxford, and hears addresses and petitions from the public.
Executive Board members answer questions about matters
with their portfolio.
■ City Executive Board
The Council Leader appoints up to nine members to the
Board who take responsibility for specific areas of the
Council operations. The Board takes operational decisions
within the framework set down by Council.
■ Planning Committees
Responsible for decisions on planning applications. Either
committee’s decisions may be called in by a minimum of
12 councillors to the Planning Review Committee within
two working days.
■ Scrutiny Committees
Oversee and review the work of the Council and its 
partners, focusing on issues of community engagement
and leadership, partnerships, value for money and 

performance along with environmental and economic
development and improvement.
■ Licensing
Responsible for maintaining and reviewing policies on taxi,
private hire and other vehicle licensing as well as late-night
premises, off-licences, pubs and miscellaneous other
licensing and registration matters. Subcommittees make
individual licensing decisions, working as small panels.

For more details of other committees, meeting dates, agendas
and minutes visit www.oxford.gov.uk/councilmeetings

WARD 1 . Barton & Sandhills

Van Coulter
LABOUR
M: 07767 496409
E: cllrvcoulter@oxford.gov.uk

Ruskin Hall Dunstan Road Oxford OX3 9BZ

Mike Rowley
LABOUR
M: 07510 099028
E: cllrmrowley@oxford.gov.uk

11 Heath Close Headington OX3 7NJ

WARD 2 . Blackbird Leys

Rae Humberstone
LABOUR
T: 01865 779678
E: cllrrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uk

75 Little Bury Greater Leys Oxford OX4 7UZ

Val Smith
LABOUR
M: 07767 446051
E: cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk

4 Flaxfield Road Blackbird Leys Oxford OX4 6QD

WARD 3 . Carfax

Tony Brett
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 401725  M: 07971 589623
E: tony.brett@oxfordlibdems.org.uk

6 Reliance Way Oxford OX4 2FU

Anne-Marie Canning
LABOUR
T: 07910 179059
E: cllramcanning@oxford.gov.uk 

C/O Members' Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX  

WARD 7 . Headington

David Rundle
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07980 894147
E: david.rundle@oxfordlibdems.org.uk

39 Catherine Street Oxford OX4 3AH

Ruth Wilkinson
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07789 368300
E: ruth.wilkinson@oxfordlibdems.org.uk

21 Thames View Road Oxford OX4 4TQ

WARD 8 . Headington Hill & Northway

Mohammed Altaf-Khan
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 798777 M: 07931 345554
E: cllrmaltaf-khan@oxford.gov.uk

83 Hugh Allen Crescent Oxford OX3 OHL

Roy Darke
LABOUR
T: 01865 790670
E: cllrrdarke@oxford.gov.uk

The Oak Barn, 80 Edgeway Road Oxford OX3 OHG

WARD 9 . Hinksey Park

Bob Price
LABOUR . LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
T: 01865 725218
E: cllrbprice@oxford.gov.uk

43 Western Road Oxford OX1 4LF

Oscar Van Nooijen
LABOUR
T: 01865 251757 
E: cllrovannooijen@oxford.gov.uk

57 Henley Street Oxford OX4 1ES

WARD 11 . Iffley Fields

David Williams
GREEN - GROUP LEADER
T: 01865 765852
E: cllrdwilliams@oxford.gov.uk

320 London Road Oxford OX3 8DN

Elise Benjamin
GREEN
T: 07920 054888
E: cllrebenjamin@oxford.gov.uk

41 Magdalen Road Oxford OX4 1RB

WARD 12 . Jericho and Osney

Susanna Pressel
LABOUR
T: 01865 554001 
E: cllrspressel@oxford.gov.uk

7 Rawlinson Road Oxford OX2 6UE

Colin Cook
LABOUR
T: 01865 721844  Work: 01865 285770
E: cllrccook@oxford.gov.uk

12 Riverside Road Oxford OX2 OHU

WARD 13 . Littlemore

Gill Sanders
LABOUR
T:  01865 761856 
E: cllrgsanders@oxford.gov.uk

200 Headington Road Headington Oxford OX3 7PS

John Tanner
LABOUR
T: 01865 251441
E: john.tanner@tanox.demon.co.uk

32 Sunningwell Road Oxford OX1 4SX

WARD 16 . North

Alan Armitage
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT - LORD MAYOR
M: 07799 892385
E: cllraarmitage@oxford.gov.uk

2 Grimbly Place Oxford OX2 7LT

James Fry
LABOUR
T: 01865 554001
E: cllrjfry@oxford.gov.uk 

7 Rawlinson Road Oxford OX2 6UE 

WARD 21 . St. Margaret’s

Jim Campbell
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 556404
E: cllrjcampbell@oxford.gov.uk

24 Frenchay Road Oxford OX2 6TG

Gwynneth Royce
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07801 121860
E: cllrglroyce@oxford.gov.uk

Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

WARD 22 . St. Mary’s

Dick Wolff
GREEN
T: 07968 486854
E: cllrdwolff@oxford.gov.uk

69 Victoria Road Oxford OX2 7QG

Craig Simmons
GREEN
T: 01865 202257
E: cllrcsimmons@oxford.gov.uk 

41 Magdalen Road Oxford OX4 1RB

WARD 23 . Summertown

Jean Fooks
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT - GROUP LEADER
T: 01865 310351
E: cllrjfooks@oxford.gov.uk

9 St. Bernard’s Road Oxford OX2 6EH

Stuart McCready
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 553963 M: 07804 652733
E: cllrsmccready@oxford.gov.uk

23 Southdale Road Oxford OX2 7SE

WARD 24 . Wolvercote

John Goddard
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 438961
E: cllrjgoddard@oxford.gov.uk

10 Blandford Avenue Oxford OX2 8DY

Mike Gotch
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 553905
E: cllrmgotch@oxford.gov.uk

1 First Turn Oxford OX2 8AG

WARD 4 . Churchill

Joe McManners
LABOUR
M: 07979 638670
E: cllrjmcmanners@oxford.gov.uk

1 Woodbine Cottage Headington Oxford OX3 OBT

Mark Lygo
LABOUR 
M: 07826 527047
E: cllrmlygo@oxford.gov.uk

20 Valentia Road Headington Oxford OX3 7PL

WARD 5 . Cowley

Shah Jahan Khan
LABOUR
M: 07796 613362
E: cllrsjkhan@oxford.gov.uk

6 Havelock Road Cowley Oxford OX4 3EP

Helen O'Hara
LABOUR
T: 07796 125355
E: cllrhohara@oxford.gov.uk 

11 Morris Crescent Oxford OX4 3ED

WARD 6 . Cowley Marsh

Mohammed Abbasi
LABOUR - DEPUTY LORD MAYOR  
T: 01865 792250  M: 07889 867931
E: cllrmabbasi@oxford.gov.uk

7 Warneford Road Oxford OX4 1LT

Sajjad Malik
LABOUR
M: 07787 874683
E: cllrsmalik@oxford.gov.uk

24 Emperor Gardens Blackbird Leys Oxford OX4 7WB

WARD 10 . Holywell

Mark Mills
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07525 751584
E: cllrmmills@oxford.gov.uk

C/O Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

Sam Hollick
GREEN
T: 07528 813185
E: cllrshollick@oxford.gov.uk 

C/O Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

WARD 14 . Lye Valley

Ben Lloyd-Shogbesan
LABOUR
M: 07974 947628
E: cllrblloyd-shogbesan@oxford.gov.uk

105 Cornwallis Road Oxford OX4 3NH

Pat Kennedy
LABOUR
T: 01865 243284
E: cllrpkennedy@oxford.gov.uk 

264 Abingdon Road Oxford OX1 4TA 

WARD 15 . Marston

Mary Clarkson
LABOUR
T: 01865 751493
E: cllrmclarkson@oxford.gov.uk

Lower Farm 8 Dunstan Road Oxford OX3 9BY

Mick Haines
INDEPENDENT
T: 01865 421600 
E: cllrmhaines@oxford.gov.uk

3 Croft Road Marston Oxford OX3 0JX

WARD 17 . Northfield Brook

Scott Seamons
LABOUR
M: 07910 595047
E: cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk

2 Orchard Court Rose Hill Oxford OX4 4HJ

Steve Curran
LABOUR
T: 07941 785538
E: cllrscurran@oxford.gov.uk 

88 Fairacres Road Oxford OX4 1TG

WARD 18 . Quarry & Risinghurst

Dee Sinclair
LABOUR - SHERIFF
T: 01865 765260 M: 07833 441187
E: cllrdsinclair@oxford.gov.uk

10 Norton Close Headington Oxford OX3 7BQ

Laurence Baxter
LABOUR
M: 07834 183491
E: cllrlbaxter@oxford.gov.uk

20 Marshall Road Oxford OX4 2NR

WARD 19 . Rose Hill & Iffley

Antonia Bance
LABOUR
T: 01865 775603
E: cllrabance@oxford.gov.uk

31b Rectory Road Oxford OX4 1BU

Ed Turner
LABOUR
T: 01865 778358
E: cllreturner@oxford.gov.uk

Flat 38 Maureen Christian House Desborough
Crescent Oxford OX4 4GW

WARD 20 . St. Clement’s

Graham Jones
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07909 875306
E: cllrgjones@oxford.gov.uk

1a Lawrence Road Oxford OX4 3ER

Bev Clack
LABOUR
T: 07796 800378
E: cllrbclack@oxford.gov.uk

27 Cross Street Oxford OX4 1BZ 
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Our Democratic StructureOur Democratic Structure
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Oxford Castle Quarter
For Offers, Events, and to Eat - Drink – Enjoy in
Oxford Castle Quarter zap the QR code or visit www.oxfordcastle.com
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Speaking
out against
abuse

P3
Burglary
figures buck
crime trend

P4
Witness
praised for
her courage

Dee Sinclair, Oxford
City Council’s
Executive Board
Member for Safer
Communities and a
member of the
OSCP Steering
Group

Also in this issue...

Oxford Safer
Communities
Partnership

EVERY year, Oxford City Council
and its partners provide holiday
activities for young people
between the ages of 5 to 19.

These activities take place around the
city to ensure as many young people as

possible can take up the offer.
Some of the schemes are free or

have a small daily charge.  
The activities include swimming, ice

skating, various indoor and outdoor
games, drama, dance, basketball,

football and DJing.
Neil Holman, Positive Futures

Programme Manager said, “The
Holiday Activity Scheme is one of a
number of programmes that Oxford
Positive Futures and its partners 

Introducing the City Council’s new
Safer Communities Portfolio Holder

HELLO! My name is Dee Sinclair,
and I am Councillor for Quarry and

Risinghurst and Oxford City
Council’s Safer Communities

Board Member.
As such, I am a member of the

council’s Executive Board and 
represent the city council on the
Oxford Safer Communities Partnership
(OSCP).

I’d like to give a huge thanks to my
colleague and friend Councillor Bob
Timbs for the tremendous commitment
he has given to the partnership during
his time as portfolio holder.

Bob’s enthusiasm helped find new
ways to continue the huge successes
of the past decade that have seen
crime fall dramatically in Oxford.  

My role is to continue where Bob left
off by providing political support for the
partnership’s activities. This involves
helping to shape the city council
resources, both human and financial,
to make sure we do all we can to
assist in reducing crime in the city.  

I hope you enjoy this newsletter; it’s
full of interesting articles.

You’ll read about the youth activities
we are putting on over the holiday
period, our plans to ensure our 
language school visitors have a safe
and enjoyable time, annual crime 
figures for Oxford, the important work
the partnership plays in combating the
often hidden crime of domestic abuse,
and celebrating the brave people 
prepared to take a stand, or give up
their time to support those people
who find themselves in a vulnerable
situation.

I wish you a safe and fun-filled 
summer.

Dee

Message from
Cllr Sinclair

provide”.  
“Our aim is to encourage as many

young people from 5 to 19 to attend,
make new friends and enjoy 
themselves.

“In doing so, it keeps our young 
people off the streets and provides a
safe environment to play”.

Similar to last year Positive Futures
will also be providing a reactive 
programme where neighbourhoods
might have community safety issues.
Some of the areas covered last year
were Northway, Cutteslowe, Wolvercote
and Risinghurst.

The activities will run from 23 July to
25 August (dates and times for each
programme will vary).

The table (left) provides where the
activities will be run from.

Flyers will be distributed across
Blackbird Leys, Barton, Wood Farm,
East Oxford, Cowley, Littlemore and
Rose Hill.

More information will be provided
nearer the time on Oxford City
Council’s web site, www.oxford.gov.uk

Jump to it, kids!
And sign up for a fun-packed summer of activities

● Young people
enjoying a dance
session with
Positive Futures
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From left, Liz Jones, Inspector
Dick Meadows and Julia
Hughes from Crimestoppers

“THE trouble is when you’re in it
you don’t see it and you don’t
accept that what is happening is
wrong. I believed that he was truly
sorry each time he abused me.”

It is not uncommon for victims of
domestic violence to think that this is

normal and believe that the abuser will
change. To tackle this, local authorities,
Thames Valley Police, and Crimestoppers
Thames Valley have joined together to
raise awareness of domestic abuse and
encourage people to report the crime
and/or seek advice. 

In Oxfordshire it is estimated that about
40% of victims make any contact and
ask for help. With the aim to increase
that number, a new website,
www.speakouttoday.co.uk has gone live
which provides information and contact
details for victims, their families and

friends, colleagues, neighbours and the
abuser.

Liz Jones, Oxford City Council’s
Domestic and Sexual Abuse
Coordinator said “Domestic abuse has
a huge impact on victims, children and
society as a whole, and we need to
break the cycle. Although we want 
victims to speak out, we also recognise
that others can help by giving the right
support and reporting crimes. We’re
very confident about the campaign, if it
saves one person, it’s worth it.”

Support agencies involved with this
campaign in Oxfordshire are the
Independent Domestic Violence Advice
Service (IDVA) and Oxfordshire
Domestic Abuse Service.

If you know of someone who is 
suffering domestic violence, phone the
police on 101 or 999 in an emergency. If
you do not wish to phone the police, you
can contact the Oxfordshire Domestic

Abuse Helpline on 0800 71 0055 or
log on to www.speakouttoday.co.uk to
view what you can do.

Alternatively, you can phone
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 if you
want to remain anonymous.

ough?

ABUSE:
Isn’t it
time to
say ‘enough?’

MY BEHAVIOUR started changing
just after our first child was born. We

had no time to be able to talk or 
communicate and I became very
aggressive, shouting at my wife and
child and this became a downward 
spiral. She felt scared, vulnerable and
frightened and she lost all respect for
me because I had never acknowledged
that it had been a problem. I had
never said sorry.

‘

’

Brian’s story



Page 3                                                                                                                                                                                                       Issue 17, Summer 2012

BURGLARIES of homes in
Oxford have risen by almost a
third, it was revealed last night.

Police figures showed there were
640 reports of break ins during
2010/11, which leapt to 846 in
2011/12 – a rise of 32 per cent. 

But overall crime in the city fell 4.5
per cent, from 18,243 to 17,419,
across the same period. 

Oxford police commander, Acting
Superintendent Chris Sharp, last night
blamed drugs for the burglary spike. 

He said: “Almost 100 per cent of
burglars have class A drug addictions
and we know that because we test
them when they come in to custody.” 

He added his officers had noted a
rise in burglaries targeting just one
room in a home, rather than break-ins
where whole houses were ransacked. 

He said: “These are quick wins to
get quick fixes to fund their drug
habits.” 

Mr Sharp said a specialist early
intervention drugs unit had been set
up to tackle drug-driven burglaries. 

The team consists of detectives
who specialise in burglary, selected
because of their knowledge of known
burglars and suspected dealers. 

Since it was set up four weeks ago,
Mr Sharp said the team has seized 93
heroin deals with a street value of
£1,400, 106 crack cocaine deals with
a street value of £1,600, 42 deals of

cannabis worth £800 and £1,600 in
cash believed to be connected to
drug dealing. 

Mr Sharp said other factors had
also pushed up the rate of burglaries
in the city since 1 April last year. 

He admitted: “We have been on the
back foot through the first three 
quarters of the year. 

“Part of that was people coming
into the area and a number of 
offenders not known for committing
crime before.” 

He said detectives had been faced
with three different groups of criminals

behind three separate strings of 
burglaries in Jericho, North Oxford
and Headington and said they had
arrested and charged suspects from
Reading and Slough as well as
Lithuania and Poland. 

Mr Sharp dismissed the idea that
the recession had forced people into
carrying out burglaries. He added that
since January the number of burglaries
within Oxford had “levelled off”. 

Burglaries at non-dwelling 
properties such as commercial 
premises and garden sheds have also
risen in Oxford by 9.6 per cent from
813 to 891. 

Victims of burglary reacted angrily
to news of the burglary rise. 

Despite the rise in burglaries, the
city saw a marked reduction in cases
of grievous bodily harm without intent,
less serious assault, serious sexual
offences, robbery, vehicle theft and
thefts from vehicles. 

Mr Sharp said: “The good news is
there has been reduction in violence
against the person and crimes linked
to the night-time economy.” 

Thames Valley Police has recently
released their prospectus on how they
will police our communities.

The prospectus sets out how the
police aim to cut crime - from 
anti-social behaviour to terrorism.  
● For more information, log on to
www.thamesvalley.police.uk

EACH summer in Oxford sees a high
influx of tourists and foreign language
students.

For a very small number of visitors, their
experience of the dreaming spires may not

turn out as they expected.
Unfortunately, Oxford experiences higher

levels of robbery in the summer months. In
response to this, OSCP are again running an
operation to reduce the number of 

HOST families are families who 
provide accommodation for foreign
students. If you are a host family,
here are some tips for supporting
your student:
● Don’t let your students carry excess
money around with them. 
● If your student has been the victim
of a crime, please get them to report it
to the police and the Language School
straight away. 
● Check that your student knows his
or her curfew times whilst they are
staying with you.
● When students are walking home –
don’t take short cuts, these are not
always lit. Stay safe by sticking to the
roads that are lit. 
● Please encourage them not to take
ipods, laptops, etc, out with them 
when they are not at college; think
about providing somewhere for them to
keep these items whilst they are 
staying with you. 

Burglary figures
buck crime trend

victims of robbery and anti-social
behaviour in the city.  

Operation Buzzard begins this month
and will involve high visibility policing in
areas of Oxford, along with police 
horses and police dogs patrolling our
parks. Oxford City Council’s Community
Response Team and Park Rangers will
be supporting the police.

Belinda Hopkins, Crime Reduction
Advisor for Thames Valley Police says
“The main aim of the operation is to
reduce the number of students and 
residents becoming a robbery victim
during the summer time when we 
normally see an increase in robberies.

“This year, Operation Buzzard has
expanded to the city centre, to support
visitors to our city.

“As in previous years, known robbery
offenders will be warned of the police’s
strong stance with anyone who commits
these crimes.”

OXFORD will continue to have
24 hour opening.

Thames Valley Police
announced reducing the hours
that its stations remain open.
The scheme is expected to
save £600,000.

Oxford's St Aldate's station
will remain the station open 24
hours a day, but only the 
opening hours of the front
reception at the city's other 
station based in Cowley will
be cut. Cowley Police Station
will be open only 9 am to 5 pm
Tuesday to Saturday. 

Assistant Chief Constable
Richard Bennett said: “For

many years now, front desks
have been staffed by civilian
police staff, not police 
officers. 

“Front desk opening hours
are changing at some stations.
But there will be no change to
the number of officers
patrolling from those stations.

“Therefore, the same 
number of police officers will
be available to respond to
calls so response times will
not be affected at all by this
measure.” 

Thames Valley Police said
the new hours came after 
consulting the public.

Police station closures
have little impact

A safer city
for visitors 

Hosting tips

Oxford police commander Chris Sharp 



In an emergency
999 for Ambulance Police or Fire Service

Thames Valley Police non-emergency
number: 101

Oxford City Council
Emergency out of hours service
If you have an emergency that relates
to pest control, noise or street cleaning,
such as a discarded needle or a missing
or broken manhole cover: 01865
249811

Access to Services during office
hours – 01865 249811
➧ Crime and Nuisance Action Team  –

Nuisance neighbours, intimidation or
harassment

➧ Community Response Team – Anti-social
behaviour and environmental crime

➧ Environmental Development – Pest
control, food hygiene, licensing,
health and safety issues, noise/air/
land pollution, energy efficiency

➧ Direct Services – needle and syringe

finds, dog fouling, abandoned vehicles or
bicycles, flyposting and flytipping

Other useful contacts
➧ Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111
➧ Oxfordshire Domestic Abuse

helpline: 0800 731 0055
➧ Oxfordshire Drug & Alcohol Action

Team: 01865 290800
➧ Oxfordshire County Council (general

enquiries): 01865 792422
➧ Oxfordshire Trading Standards: 0845

051 0845

➧ Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service:
01865 842999

This newsletter was produced by
Oxford City Council
c/o The Community Safety Team
St Aldate’s Chambers
St Aldate’s
Oxford OX1 1DS
Email: saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk
Website: www.saferoxford.org.uk
Telephone: 01865 249811

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
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DRUG and alcohol
treatment and
support services
in Oxfordshire have recently changed
for anyone over 18 wanting to access
drug or alcohol treatment.

This new single point of contact 
service will be provided by Aquarius.
(www.aquarius.org.uk). They will provide
assessment and onward referral for 
anyone over 18 wanting to access drug
and alcohol treatment services.

Community treatment will be provided
by the Harm Minimisation Service and
the Recovery Service. The Harm
Minimisation Service will be provided by
Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust
(www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk), in 
partnership with The Oasis Partnership
(www.oasispartnership.org)

The Recovery Service, provided by
Lifeline (www.lifeline.org.uk) will provide
recovery focused treatment services to
drug and alcohol users across
Oxfordshire who are ready to work
towards abstinence and recovery. For
drug and alcohol support for under 18s,
Young Addaction can be contacted on
01235 468405.
● Further details of all changes and
services can be found on the DAAT
website: www.oxfordshiredaat.org

AN OXFORD resident recently received a Thames
Valley Police’s Area Commander’s Commendation
for her work to tackle anti-social behaviour.

Mrs Cosic and her neighbours suffered over a
three-year period of intimidation, having the 
constant smell of cannabis and noise nuisance.  

With the support of Oxford City Council’s
Crime and Nuisance Action Team (CANAcT)
Mrs Cosic collected evidence and provided a
statement in court about the anti-social 
behaviour.

Her stance led to the tenant being evicted
from his home.  

Alison Cassidy, CANAcT Case Manager
said “Mrs Cosic was very brave in standing
up against nuisance neighbours. Without her
strong supporting evidence, we might not
have had the same result”.

If you suffer from anti-social behaviour please
contact CANAcT on 01865 249811.

Alternatively, you can email CANAcT at 
saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk

OVER the last 18 months,
Oxford Street Pastors have
been working alongside the
police in helping to prevent
crime and anti-social behaviour in
the city centre.

Street Pastors operate on a Friday
night and work with those who are 
vulnerable and require practical help or
a listening ear. The Street Pastors give
out flip flops to those who cannot walk
home in their shoes or have lost their
shoes, diffuse situations that could
become violent or help to calm 
situations if they have already done so.  

Street Pastors also pick up glass
bottles so that they cannot be used as
weapons and ensure that lone 
vulnerable people or victims of crime
are either reunited with friends or get

to a place of safety. All Street
Pastors are volunteers from
local churches who have
undergone training in topics

such as drug and alcohol awareness,
youth culture, mental health issue,
conflict resolution and listening skills.

The minimum age for a street pastor
is 18 years old and in Oxford we have a
mix of all ages and backgrounds serving
as street pastors including students,
city councillors, ministers, doctors, and
academics. The oldest street pastor is
80 years old. To run this programme it
costs £17,000 per year. This service is
purely funded by donations from local
churches and statutory agencies.
● If you would like to know more
about Oxford Street Pastors, please
contact oxford@streetpastors.org.uk

Mrs Cosic with
Oxford City

Council’s CANAcT
Case Manager,
Alison Cassidy
receiving her

award

● Weekly shifts undertaken,, 57
● Voluntary hours given,, 1368
● Flip flops given out,, 1350 pairs
● Water bottles given out,, 310
● Glass bottles removed,, 350
● Fights diffused,, 38
● Police referrals for help,, 34
● Incidents practical help given,, 217
Examples of the incidents we attend to are:
● Helping a lone girl get to a taxi safely
● Helping a very drunk young man get on the
university’s night-time safety bus
● Waiting with a lone drunk female and giving
her water
● Helping a female who had been a victim of
crime and contacting her parents to take her home
● Attending to drunk 13 year olds

Pastor statistics for the year

Thanks for your
courage

A helpful presence on our streets

Easier access to
support services



THE Olympic Flame is
coming to Oxford on
Monday 9 July as part of
its momentous UK tour. 

Carried by local torchbearers, the Olympic
flame will finish at South Park at approximately
6.45pm for the Evening Celebration Event
when the Olympic Cauldron will be lit.

The park opens at 3.30pm and the Evening
Celebration Event will feature live music,
children’s activities, sport, local, national and
international entertainment and food stalls
offering a selection of culinary delights.

As part of the evening events, LOCOG and
the Presenting Partners, Coca-Cola, Lloyds
TSB and Samsung, will stage exciting
entertainment shows from 5pm-7.30pm.

Coca-Cola will be bringing rockers Young
Guns to Oxford. Samsung will get Oxford
dancing by bringing ‘Britain’s Got Talent’
finalists Twist & Pulse. And Lloyds TSB is
providing an aerial dance performance to
keep the crowds entertained.

As the LOCOG stage show finishes at
7.30pm, we transfer to the stages of Festive
Oxford 2012 until 9.30pm with entertainment
by local, national and international artists.

The evening event is closing with a stunning
community performance of The Tree of Light
which boasts a visual and sonic feast for the
senses. 

Tickets for the evening event may still be
available. Visit Ticketmaster’s website -
www.ticketmaster.co.uk or call 0844 844
0444. Tickets are available only for Oxford
City postcodes and are limited to four per
household. 
■ To find out more about the events visit
www.oxford.gov.uk/london2012.

■ Oxford: 9 and 10 July
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Where you can cheer the torchbearers
ON MONDAY 9 July, the Torch will
travel through Oxfordshire before
arriving in Blackbird Leys at
approximately 5.35pm from the
B480 Watlington Road.

It will travel through the Leys
along Cuddesdon Way and

Blackbird Leys Road. The Torch
then travels along Barns Road
before passing Templars Square
Shopping Centre at approximately
6pm and heading along the B4495
Between Towns Road and turning
into the B480 Oxford Road which

then becomes the Cowley Road.
The Torch then travels around The

Plain before heading up the A420
St Clement’s Street and Morrell
Avenue before finishing in South
Park for the Evening Celebration
Event at approximately 6.45pm.

Image: London 2012



CHRISTINE CARTER, from Old Marston,
is one of the torchbearers for Oxford.

The 85-year-old was a volunteer at the
Oxsrad Sport for All centre which 
encourages disabled and able sportspeople
to train together.

Christine has also helped run the weekly
Oxford Town Hall tea dances.

Christine told Your Oxford: “I am shocked
that I have been selected to carry the Torch

in Oxford. I don’t feel like I have done 
anything special to deserve it.

“I am a bit nervous about being on the
streets with everyone waving and watching
me.

“I am not getting any younger so running
with the Torch will be a bit of a challenge,
but very exciting.”

The other torchbearers for the city on
Monday 9 July are:

■ Nicola Byrom, 24 from Oxford
■ Alan Chen, 26 from London 
■ Annie Andrews, 36 from Aylesbury 
■ Emma Cuthbertson, 28 from Oxford 
■ Fiona Danks, 52 from Watlington 
■ Harrison Anton, 15 from Oxford 
■ Ian Fowler, 46 from Witney 
■ James Groute, 55 from Oxford
■ Jodie Evans, 25 from Faringdon 

■ Malcolm Fretter, 67 from Wantage 
■ Margaret Stevens, 49 from Oxford 
■ Maureen O’Neill, 56 from Oxford 
■ Mike Spicer, 49 from Oxford 
■ Nigel Roberts, 50 from Oxford 
■ Paul Kelsey, 57 from Abingdon
■ Richard Cooper, 65 from Oxford 
■ Richard Tyack, 45 from Appleton 
■ Timothy Betts, 44 from Oxford.

WE WANT you to line the route when the
Torch comes through your community
and support the torchbearers. 

The torchbearers confirmed to carry the
Flame in Oxford include those that were
successful through the public nomination
processes run by LOCOG and the

Presenting Partners, Coca
Cola, Lloyds TSB and Samsung.

Each torchbearer will wear a white
and gold uniform which has been
designed by Adidas.

They will each run one leg, which is
approximately 300 metres.

FOLLOWING the LOCOG stage
show, Festive Oxford 2012 
through Oxford City Council
and CIAO! Festival will present
local, national and international
artists to entertain you from
7.30pm until 9.30pm.

Entertainment happening around the
park includes: internationally renowned
clown Fraser Hooper, street theatre 
companies Under Construction and
Network of Stuff, the Oxford Playhouse
Tent, Ugar Purple Spider Dance Team (from
Australia), Festive Road (carnival arts 
performance), Electric Pedals cinema and
lots of local folk musicians, singer 
songwriter Nick Cope and storyteller Rand
Russell.

And on the stages, highlights include:
■ Oxfordshire County Youth Big Band
■ Anjali Dance Company
■ Vilentango (Music from Buenos Aires)
■ Pegasus Theatre Dance Group
■ Oxford Philomusica (String quartet)
■ Jali Fily Cissockho (West African Kora

player)
■ Performances from Love Oxford

There will be sports demonstrations and
the chance to try out some of the sporting 
activities.

The finale of the evening is an hour long
performance of The Tree of Light 
starting at 9.30pm. The culmination of a two
year arts project, it brings together 850
singers, dancers and power-generating
cyclists from schools and community
groups across Oxfordshire.

Created by design duo, Block9, The Tree
of Light is part of the London 2012 Cultural
Olympiad, the largest cultural celebration in
the history of the modern Olympic and

Monday 9 July – The Torch
comes to Oxford 

■ For more information
visit the Tree of Light 
website at
www.thetreeoflight.org

LOOK out for poetry in South Park
and along the Torch relay route 
created by local schoolchildren
working on a project with City

Poet, Kate Clanchy. The project,
titled Moment to Shine, encourages
children to express how a moment
of glory might inspire them.

FORMER Oxford Brookes
student Jay Osgerby is the

man behind the design for the
Olympic Torch.

Jay grew up in Oxfordshire
and went to Oxford
Polytechnic in 1988 to study
Foundation Art.

In 2010, he won the  
commission to design the

Olympic Torch for the London

2012 Olympics in the face of 
competition from more than 1,000
companies.

He says: “To be in a position of
representing Great Britain in design
terms is just fantastic.

“I’ve always loved the Olympics. I
remember, when it was announced
in 2005 that London would host the
games, saying: ‘we’re going to do
the Torch’.”

Olympics fan
was fired up by

creative challenge

Young poets get chance to shine

2012 mascots Wenlock
(Olympics) and
Mandeville
(Paralympics)

Paralympic movements.
The project is funded by the

Legacy Trust UK and Arts Council
England and is being delivered by a
consortium that includes CIAO!
Festival, Henley Festival, Oxford
Inspires and Windsor Festival.
● Programme information correct
at the time of going to press.

A spectacular night of fun
and great entertainment

...to cheer on the Flame through city’s streets

Accoustic
Folk Zone

Central
Performance
Area

Jay Osgerby
who designed
the Torch

South Park

Let’s have a big
turnout on the day...

Stalls

Stalls

Photo: Oxford
Brookes University

Welcoming the Torch



AS PART of the prestigious
London 2012 Games, we are
ensuring that we contribute to the
‘Olympic Legacy’ through a variety
of Olympic inspired activities
and opportunities before, during
and after the games.

We are working hard with key 
partners to develop an Olympic legacy
for Oxford. In addition to the exciting
Torch Relay that is coming to the city,
some of key projects we are working
on include:
■ New developments such as the
Community Football and Netball Arena
at Court Place Farm. The Third
Generation Pitch looks like natural grass
with similar playing characteristics and
can be used with rubber studs. The
new development is floodlit so it can
be used all year round. There are also
six netball courts on site, which 
provides the city with its very own

dedicated netball courts.  
■ The adiZone, a giant multi-sport 
outdoor gym venue, which includes a
basketball, football and tennis area,
and a climbing wall as well as an open
area  to encourage dance, aerobics
and gymnastics, at Court Place Farm. 
■ There is a new floodlit Astro Turf
pitch at Banbury Road North, which is
home to Oxford Hawks Hockey Club.
There are also two new hard tennis
courts that compliment the existing
tennis facilities on the site, which is
home to North Oxford Lawn Tennis
Club.
■ There is also a new pavilion at
Barton Recreation Ground, which 
consists of changing rooms, toilets,
bar and a large community social
room. We are working on a programme
of renewing and updating our pavilions
in the city. 
■ We are planning on a 25-metre, 
8-lane competition standard swimming

pool in Blackbird Leys, next to the
existing leisure centre. The new pool
will have a moveable floor, teaching pool,
shallow fun waters, spectator seating,
modern changing facilities, full disabled
access, sauna and a soft play area. 
■ We have been successful in securing
£75,000 funding towards the moveable
floor at the proposed new pool in
Blackbird Leys from Sport England’s
Inspired Facilities Fund. 
■ We are working in partnership with
the Oxford Wheels Project to replace
the outdated skate park at Meadow
Lane. 
■ We are working with and supporting
Fusion Lifestyle, our leisure provider,
who hold various free and taster 
sessions at our leisure centres. They
also run themed weekends for residents
as well as providing Free Access to
County Sports People (FANS) at the
leisure centres. This is for people in a
sport recognised by Sport England.
■ We have been awarded the coveted
Inspire Mark, which recognises projects
that are innovative and linked into the
London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic
Games. We have secured the award
for the FANS scheme.

■ We have also achieved the
StreetMark standard for our
StreetSports programme. 
■ We have supported key events in
the run-up to the Olympics including
the Sport Relief Mile, The Halfords
Cycle Tour, the National School Sports
Week and The School Games.
■ We are hosting and supporting more
events this year including Oxford
Family Sports Day (12 August), The
Grandmasters Hockey World Cup 
(14-24 August) and the Oxford Half
Marathon (14 October). 
■ Delivery of key sporting projects,
including Go Active, Active Women
and Street Sports programme. 
■ Continuing to increase participation
in sport across the city. 
■ Promoting and supporting our local
clubs and sports people. 
■ Creating volunteering opportunities
through Sport Makers – which is funded
by Sport England. It aims to inspire
500 people in Oxfordshire to get
involved by giving ten hours or more to
do whatever they can to encourage,
support, organise or lead others in
sporting activities. To find out more visit
www.sportmakers.co.uk/se/oxfordshire

Torch departs
from historic
sports venue

DAY 53 of the Torch Relay starts
at Oxford University’s famous
Iffley Road running track at 7am.

There will be a private event at
the running track before the
torchbearer and the Torch
leaves the complex and runs
along the Iffley Road and over
Donnington Bridge.

It then gets into convoy mode
before arriving in Wallingford.

The Torchbearers on Tuesday
morning will be: Brian Staite, 40
from Abingdon, 50-year-old
Chris Bream, from Bicester,
Gareth Robinson, 27 from
Witney and 48-year-old Paul
Griffiths from Didcot.

A look at projects we’re working
on inspired by the 2012 Games

Delivering the
legacy

An artist’s impression of the proposed new competition standard
swimming pool at Blackbird Leys

Image: London 2012




