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Oxford
K&G Youth Band from Leiden

THE stage in Broad Street will showcase a diverse treat of

local talent throughout the evening.Relish this festive entertainment and treat yourself at

the Light Night Broad Street market.
Make sure you’re around to enjoy seeing the streets

light up at 6.45pm.
Here is the exciting stage line up:

� 4.00pm  Dance Platform

� 5.00pm  Somerville College Choir
� 5.30pm  Afropean Choir� 6.00pm  Oxford Harmony� 6.45pm  Christmas Light Switch On with Special Guests

� 7.00pm  Dance Platform � 7.30pm  Oxford Gospel Choir� 8.00pm  Dance Platform � 8.30pm  Out of the Blue� 9.15pm  Christian Life Centre Group

WATCH out for the great K&G Youth Band who

will lead the lantern parade and bring their

harmonies to varied locations throughout the

night, including an indoor appearance at the

Town Hall.

� 6.15pm from Bonn Square The Story of the

Oxford Wheel

KICKING off the revelry tonight is the 
spectacular lantern procession.Oxford school children will parade their

amazing lanterns made from willow, 
tissue paper and recycled bicycle wheels.

Each of the lanterns represent a different

stage in the history of the wheel.The procession will wind its way through

the city streets leaving Bonn Square at
6.15pm.

Lantern
procession

The OTP stage on Broad Streethosted by

YOUR

pull-out guide

� 4pm – 10pm

� 8.15pm-9pm from Radcliffe SquareOXFORD Contemporary Music invite you to take part in

Oxford’s first Unsilent Night Promenade.
This is composer Phil Kline’s free outdoor 

participatory sound sculpture recorded on 

cassettes, CDs and mp3s and played through a roving

swarm of audio devices brought along by the partici-

pants.

This community sound promenade made its debut

in New York in 1992 and now brings people together in

cities all over the world. To take part email info@ocmevents.org or call

01865 488369 for instructions and a copy of this sea-

sonal atmospheric music.

Join Oxford’s Unsilent Night Promenade
� For more details visit www.oxfordinspires.org
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or call: 0800 783 5724

To find out more about fostering, 
come to an information meeting.

For details visit our website - 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/fostering

Meet the team

Fo s t e r i n g

Working

together
to Change

Lives...

Your Oxford is printed on 
environmentally friendly paper. Please
recycle Your Oxford in your blue
wheelie bin or recycling box when you
have finished reading it. Call the press
office on 01865 252096 or email press
office@oxford.gov.uk if you would like
to make any comments about Your
Oxford.

Recycle it...

...and inside

P12: Council spending
P18/19: Your Councillors

Your

■ To advertise in the next
issue of Your Oxford please
call 01235 547825.

SSAFA Forces Help is the national charity 

supporting those who serve in the Armed Forces, 

those who used to serve and the families of both.

From the cradle to the grave we are here to look after 
the serving and ex-Servicemen and women who have 
already given so much themselves.
If you or your dependants need help due to illness, age, 
disability, financial problems or bereavement we are 
here, in Oxfordshire, to help you at all times.

One day's paid service in any of our Armed Forces is all 
that is needed to qualify for assistance from SSAFA
Forces Help.� This includes those who serve in the 
reserve Forces and anyone who did National Service as 
well as close relatives, widows, and widowers.

We estimate that approximately 10 million people may 
be eligible for our assistance, with more than 200,000 
personnel currently serving in the Forces and nearly 7 
million ex service men , women and their families.

To find out more or to get in touch with our trained 
volunteers throughout Oxfordshire please phone the 
Branch Secretary and leave a message or visit
www.ssafa.org.

Oxfordshire Office, Branch Secretary, 98 Makins Rd,

Henley on Thames, Oxon RG9 1PR or 01235 548039

W: www.ssafa.org.uk

The lantern procession on Christmas Light Night 2009

OXFORD starts the season
on Friday 26 November with
Christmas Light Night.

Celebrate with a lively, atmospheric
and fun evening, buzzing with 
processions, lights, dance, music, art
and street performance.

A spectacular lantern procession
leaves Bonn Square at 6.15pm, led by
the fabulous K&G youth marching
band from Leiden. Local children
make up this parade, displaying
amazing lanterns made
from recycled materials.

Queen Street and
Cornmarket Street offer
great viewing spots
for the procession.

Broad Street offers a
feast of performances
throughout the evening from 4pm,
and is the place to be for the Light
Switch On at 6.45pm.

Look out for the Broad Street
Christmas tree sponsored this year
by The Tree Barn, Watlington. 

Oxford Castle turn their lights on at
7.15pm and also bring a Winter
Wonderland to the city. Their
German-style market is open every
day from Light Night until 12
December.

Spread the spirit of Christmas and
leave gifts at Oxford Castle for
patients of Helen & Douglas House
until 22 December. 

Theatres and museums will throw
open their doors for Christmas Night
Light to share a festive treat of 

one-off late night viewings of their
exhibitions and displays, enhanced
by special performances.

Those taking part include the
Ashmolean, the Bodleian Library, the
Museum of Oxford, the Museum of
Natural History & Pitt Rivers and the
Museum of the History of Science.

A variety of Oxford’s shops will
also stay open later on Light Night.   

OVADA are showcasing the talent
of local artists in the beautiful and

historic spaces of the Town
Hall.

Visit their affordable art
fair in the stunning 
Main Hall and treat
yourself to food and
refreshments. Oxford
Contemporary Music
invites you to bring

your portable stereos along to take
part in Oxford’s first Unsilent Night
Promenade, leaving Radcliffe Square
at 8.15pm.

Unsilent Night is Composer Phil
Kline’s free outdoor participatory
sound sculpture event performed in
cities around the world.

Atmospheric bells, chimes and
choral vocals fill the streets as 
participants play pieces of music
downloaded before the event. See
our Light Night pull out for details of
how to get involved. 

Glittering night
Enjoy an evening of spectacular
festive celebrations on Light Night

❄ For more detailed information
on Christmas Light Night 
activities, see inside or visit
www.oxfordinspires.org

See centre
pages
for your
pull-out
guide to
Light Night
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Dear Friends and Residents

THE Wahoo Club in Hythe Bridge St has a large sign outside
inviting its customers to ‘Let the Good Times Roll’.

Sadly, this cheery message may look increasingly out of
place as the deep cuts in government funding for local
council services, housing and the National Health Service
start to take effect next year.

We don’t yet know the full scale of the cuts or where they
will fall, but we have already had announcements from the
County Council of £200 million of cuts across social services,
education, transport and libraries, and the prospect of 1900
jobs to go in the local NHS.

At the City Council, we are planning for up to 40% cuts as
we start the budget preparations for the 2011-2012 financial
year.

The Council has been steadily reducing costs and 
improving value for money over the past three years and we
have already launched two major projects that will carry that
process forward in 2011.

We will move all our staff into St Aldate’s Chambers and
the Town Hall, closing down and marketing both Ramsay
House in St Ebbes St and the Blue Boar St office block.

As part of this scheme, a completely new Customer
Contact Centre will be opened on the ground floor of St
Aldates Chambers, offering a much improved service to 
residents whether calling in person or using the phone or
internet.

The integration of City Works and Oxford City Homes will
also give residents a more cost efficient service across the
whole range of housing and waste/recycling operations.

The city's housing problems are likely to get worse as a
result of the planned cuts in housing benefits from next
April; housing charities are predicting increased levels of
homelessness as tenants find that they cannot meet rental
costs.

Funding to support the homeless is also expected to be
cut substantially and the long term reduction in rough 
sleeping numbers is likely to be reversed.

Capital funding for building new affordable housing faces
a 50% reduction across the country and the planned 
developments in Oxford are likely to be affected by this 
cutback.

The Council's consultation budget for 2011-12 will be
published on the basis of both 20% and 40% cuts in
income from central government, providing options for you
to consider and give us your views on priorities.

According to the respected Institute for Fiscal Studies, the
government's budget cuts will hit the least well off hardest,
so the Council will be seeking to prioritise the 
services which support and help these sections of the 
community.

A bleak prospect indeed – but we can hope that the
Wahoo Club's customers manage to enjoy their evening out!

Best wishes
Councillor Bob Price
Leader, Oxford City Council

A message
from the
Leader of
your Council

What’s On
Your guide to...

Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford
4th December 2010 at 8pm, (doors 7.15pm)

Featuring Emilia Pountney, Soprano and 
the Band of  the Irish Guards.
Come and hear your favourite traditional 
pieces and join in the singing.

Tickets:
£12.50 (General seats) + Booking Fee
£25 (Seats in the Nave) + Booking Fee

Oxfordshire's 
celebration of  
SSAFA’s 125 years 
continuous support for 
the Armed Services 
and their families

Oxfordshire's 
celebration of
SSAFA’s 125 years 
continuous support for 
the Armed Services 
and their families

Tickets obtainable from 
ticketlineuk.com 
Tel: 02920 230 130

SSAFA (Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association) Oxfordshire

All Proceeds to SSAFA Oxfordshire
Charity no: 210760

VISIT the Museum of Oxford and view the model car being built
by the a team from Oxfordshire Adult Learners and local artist
Dionne Barber.

To help them recreate the large scale model car the modellers have
researched the history of the Cowley car factory. The project runs
until Saturday 1 January 2011.

YOU’VE seen Strictly Come
Dancing...

Now learn to dance ballroom
and latin in the fabulously elegant
surroundings of Oxford Town
Hall.

Learn to waltz, foxtrot, cha
cha, rumba, jive, quickstep,
tango and samba in this beautiful
spacious venue in the heart of
central Oxford. 

Classes are every Tuesday
evening from 4 January 2011 with
beginner classes at 7.30,
improver lessons at 8.30 and
social dancing from 9.30.

Cost are £8 per person for a
lesson and social dancing and
£4 for just social dancing. 
■ For more information call Mary
Noone on 07985921907 or visit
www.dazzledance.co.uk

WE’RE running a new programme of
Wednesday afternoon sessions until
15 December at the Museum of Oxford.

The free sessions start at 1.45pm and
3.30pm and are aimed at encouraging
people to learn new skills and try out
new activities, including painting, 
volunteering and sharing skills, and finding
out how local museums and library 
services support these events. 
■ For more details contact Neil Stevenson
01865 252118 nstevenson@oxford.gov.uk
or Katherine Hughes 01865 776643
katherineihughes@yahoo.co.uk

Walk the Santa trail around museum galleries

WHAT WAS
LIFE REALLY
LIKE IN THE
OLD DAYS?

GET into the spirit of Christmas with Oxford
Philomusica’s annual Christmas Concert on Thursday
16 December and the Lord Mayor’s Christmas Carol
on Sunday 19 December. 

The Oxford Philomusica concert takes place at the
Sheldonian Theatre from 7.30pm.

British composer Howard Goodall, whose music
accompanies The Vicar of Dibley, Mr Bean and Red
Dwarf, will present the concert. The all female group
Enchanted Voices will be joined by cellist Bozidar
Vukotic for the seasonal programme of songs. 

Child-friendly activities, which are free to concert ticket
holders, start at 6.30pm. Tickets range from £10 to £37
and children’s tickets for the upper gallery cost just £1.
■ For more information visit www.oxfordphil.com or call
the box office on 0208 459 1060. 

CELEBRATE Christmas in style at the
magnificent Oxford Town Hall.

Join in one of our Dickens themed party
nights on Thursday 9 December and Friday
17 December. Enjoy a three course feast of
culinary delights and then dance the night
away to music, from classic Motown to rock
and pop. 
■ To book tickets or find out more call 01865
252195, email townhall@oxford.gov.uk or
visit www.oxfordtownhall.co.uk 

VISIT the charity Christmas card
shop in the Town Hall and choose
from a selection of 300 cards 
supporting 40 different national and
local charities, wrapping paper and
small gifts. The shop is open until
18 December between 10am and
4pm. Cards can also be purchased
at the Museum of Oxford.

Learn a new skill

Enjoy Lord Mayor’s carols

History in the making

Music to get
you in the
festive mood

Have a Dickens of a Xmas

BIG CHOICE ON THE CARDS

Our party
nights are held
in the Victorian
splendour of
Oxford Town
Hall

IN PARTNERSHIP with the
Oxford Playhouse we run a
monthly group at the Museum
of Oxford for people to meet
and reminisce about the old
days.

The free sessions cover a
wide variety of subjects and
we provide objects and 
articles to help prompt 
people to retell their 
memories.

The meeting on Tuesday,
14 December, 2pm to 4.30pm
will focus on Christmas
past.

Come along and join in a
session, or for more 
information call Helen
Fountain on 01865 252795
hmfountain@oxford.gov.uk

VISIT the Museum of Oxford in the
run up to Christmas and enjoy the
special activities we’ve got planned.

Until 24 December you can take
part in a trail round the Museum
galleries to find everything that

Santa needs to get ready for
Christmas.

We’re also running a trail to 
celebrate our Big Car Project until
26 November. The trails cost £1
each and include a souvenir. 

Get into the Christmas spirit by
taking part in our Christmas craft
activities that run until 24 December.
These cost £1.50. 

Children must be accompanied by
an adult for all activities.

Cellist Bozidar Vukotic will perform at concert

THE Lord Mayor’s Christmas Carol Concert takes
place in the Town Hall on Sunday 19 December
from 2.30pm to 4pm.

Tickets cost £2 and go on sale 6 December. The
money raised will go towards the Lord Mayor’s chosen
charities, the Valerie Taylor Trust and the Thames Valley
& Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust.
■ For more information visit www.oxfordtownhall.co.uk
or call 01865 252351.
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Are you passionate about the great outdoors?

Scheme earns
Olympic mark

OUR leisure centres have a new
look after major investment into
three facilities across the city. 

Barton Leisure Centre houses a new
gym, Ferry Leisure Centre has undergone
a major gym extension and Blackbird
Leys Leisure Centre enjoys a new spin
studio.

All sites also benefit from improvements
to their locker rooms and reception areas.

Oxford Ice Rink is also scheduled for
improvement work which will include the
installation of a new refrigeration plant. 

All centres are open to the public on a
pay as you go basis, or by signing up for
monthly or annual memberships. They
offer great value with no joining fees or
contracts. 

Membership includes use of all gyms,
fitness classes (including the spin studio)
and pools at all of the Oxford City
Council leisure facilities, managed by
Fusion Lifestyle. Swim only and student
memberships are also available, plus a
membership option that includes use of
the ice rink.
■ For more information visit www.oxford.
gov.uk/leisure, call 0844 8933222 or drop
into one of our leisure centres.

Our city’s parks provide for the leisure needs of people of all ages

Danielle Anderson and Ted Bennett

WE’RE investigating modernising
leisure facilities in the south of city. 

Our City Executive Board has
confirmed plans to look at the
option of building a new competition
standard pool in Blackbird Leys
which will adjoin the existing leisure
centre.

The new site would include a
competition standard, 8 lane, 25

metre swimming pool and a learner
pool with fun features.

Building the new pool would mean
closing the outdated pools at Temple
Cowley Pools & Fitness Centre and
Blackbird Leys Pool.

The aim is to build a sustainable
pool that will appeal to all and provide
a modern and flexible swimming
facility.

OUR FANS scheme (Free Access to
National Sports People) has been
granted the Inspire Mark – the badge
of the London 2012 Inspire Programme.

It recognises innovative and exceptional
projects that are directly inspired by the
2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

Oxford City Council, in partnership with
Fusion Lifestyle, launched the scheme
to offer free access to sporting facilities
in the city to national sports people
which will help their development and
progression in their chosen sport. 

Fifteen sports people have signed up so
far including hockey player Ted Bennett
and javelin thrower Danielle Anderson.
■ For more details, contact Phil Jones,
email phejones@oxford.gov.uk or call
01865 252692.

CUTTESLOWE and Sunnymead Park, Hinksey Park
and Florence Park have all retained their Green
Flag status.

The Green Flag Award is the national standard for
parks and green spaces in England and Wales. This
achievement means that the three parks are among
the best parks and green spaces in the country. 

Cutteslowe and Sunnymead Park is the largest in
Oxford with two children’s play areas, football pitches,
a cricket square, a duck pond, an 18-control 
orienteering course and dozens of ornamental flower
beds.

The park also has its own miniature railway line,
miniature golf course and an aviary.

Hinksey Park boasts an outdoor swimming pool and
splash feature, tennis courts, and a children’s play
area. Florence Park is situated in East Oxford and
offers a bowls green, six tennis courts, miniature golf
course and a children’s play area. 

The Green Flag Award is a sign to visitors that our
beautiful parks have met strict criteria requiring them
to be clean, safe and welcoming places to spend time.

HEALTH walks led by qualified 
voluntary health walk leaders will soon
be up and running in Oxford’s parks
and open spaces.

Walking is ideal for building exercise
into your everyday life and offers the
opportunity to meet new people. It is

also a perfect way to take in the natural
environment around you.

Benefits of walking can include
improvements to your wellbeing and
energy levels, and can also help reduce
the risk of high blood pressure, strokes
and arthritis.

The health walks are free and there is
no need to book, just turn up and join in.
■ For more information about the walks
or to register your interest in becoming a
voluntary health walk leader please 
contact Courtney Warden, email cwarden
@oxford.gov.uk or call 01865 252729.

City’s leisure centres
get major makeover

Fit for the future

Award flags up parks
as among the best

New pool will be a stunner!

Building a world-class city for everyone
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ollege and County
Probably the best student 
lettings agency in Oxford?
If a well known lager manufacturer let student property, they would 
probably let it in the same way that College and County does.

As one of Oxford’s leading student letting 
agencies, we will be releasing our 2011-12 
property lists very soon.

� We provide a free market appraisal of 
properties for landlords.

� Our team can advise you on finish for the 
property and how to maximise yield while 
minimising the risk of dilapidations.

� Our property maintenance team has built 
up a group of reliable, insured contractors 
who are on call for emergencies, and general 
maintenance issues.

For letting and property 
management that’s first glass,
talk to College and County

Click on to 
www.collegeandcounty.biz 
for more information

11 St Clements, Oxford OX4 1AB  Tel: +44 (0)1865 722277 � Fax: +44 (0)1865 200577 � info@collegeandcounty.biz  � www.collegeandcounty.biz

College and County
letting and management

Lettings with an ethical twist

� We enjoy a high reputation with colleges 
across Oxford.

� We are members of ARLA, the lettings industry body.

� We are fully up to speed with all the changes in 
letting legislation.

� Our managed properties are, on average,
unoccupied for no more than 2.4 days per annum.

� And we offer a comprehensive choice of 
services: let only; let and rent collection; and 
letting and property management.

WE’VE launched our improved
recycling service making it easier
for everyone to use their blue bins
to recycle even more. 

The material collected will be sent
to a new material recycling facility in
Enstone, which can process a wider
range of materials. So you can now
recycle more materials, including
plastics and drinks cartons, from
your doorstep. 

These changes follow an Oxford
City Council Talkback survey which
asked residents how the recycling
service could be improved. 

Unless you opted out or are on our
sack service, you will have received a
blue bin and an information pack
which provides full details of what
you can recycle.

For residents living in flats, we will
be changing your facilities to 
co-mingled recycling in the coming
months.

We hope to let you know about
future changes soon.

Food waste will still be collected
weekly. Please place your caddy next
to your wheelie bins at the edge of
your property. Remember to use corn

starch bags or newspaper to line the
caddy and not plastic bags.

In the spring we’re introducing a
new garden waste scheme. You’ll be
able to subscribe to a brown wheelie
bin, which will be collected fortnightly;
alternatively you can continue to use
green garden waste bags.

To sign up to the scheme visit our
website or phone City Works. 
■ For more information about dealing
with recycling and waste, visit
www.oxford.gov.uk/newrecycling
email recycling@oxford.gov.uk or call
City Works on 01865 248911.

READERS of Condé Nast’s Traveller magazine have
voted Oxford as Britain’s cleanest city.

More than 40,000 readers voted in their annual poll.
We’re delighted that our beautiful city has collected

this accolade. In November 2009 we launched our
Cleaner, Greener campaign in the city centre aimed
at improving the city’s streets. The campaign aims
to educate people that littering will not be tolerated
and to date we have issued over 480 fines. 

We’ve recently expanded the campaign out to
Blackbird Leys, Cowley Road and East Oxford.

We hope to have a similar impact to the city centre
and that together we can make the whole city a
cleaner, greener place.

Britain’s cleanest city?

Recycling’s got easier
Building a world-class city for everyone
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Tell us about your memories
of events you have attended

DELIGHT in the splendour
of Oxford’s stunning Town
Hall on one of our new
weekly tours.

The 30 minute tour includes
a peek into Oxford’s Old Court
Room used in Inspector Morse scenes
and invites you to step into the 14th

century crypt that houses some of the
city’s treasures.

Tours take place every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 11am from
the Town Hall reception and cost £2.50
per person. 

Booking is recommended
and we encourage photography.

Some rooms may be
unavailable due to private
bookings, but with the great
variety of spaces on offer, the

feast of art, our café, gallery and the
adjoining Museum of Oxford to visit,
we’re confident you’ll enjoy the 
experience.

To book email: townhall@oxford.gov.uk
or call 01865 252351.
■ For more information visit www.oxford
townhall.co.uk

FANCY some exercise in your lunch
break? Don’t want to lug a sports kit
around?

Turn up and join in with a lunchtime
Zumba dance session every Monday
in the Town Hall 12.10-12.50.

Classes cost £3 and you just need
comfortable shoes and clothes you
can move easily in.

For more details contact 
townhall@oxford.gov.uk or call
01865 252195.

IF YOU’RE planning your wedding
don’t miss the Oxfordshire Wedding
Show at Oxford Town Hall on Sunday
6 March, 10.30am-4.30pm.

Meet photographers, cake makers,
wedding dress suppliers and find 
everything you need to make your 
wedding extra special.

In the New Year look out for details in
the Oxford Mail of how to win an 
amazing wedding. Oxford Town Hall
gives the wow factor as a venue for civil
ceremonies and receptions.
■ Contact our friendly team on 01865
252195 for more details.

MANY local people will have great
memories of events they have
attended at the Town Hall over the
years – and we’d love to hear them.

A book is waiting at reception to
be filled with your Town Hall 
memories and photographs, to keep
them for posterity and share them
with others.

Details can also be emailed or
posted, so please encourage
friends and family who have left the
area to help capture the Town Hall’s
social history.
■ Contact Annette Cunningham,
Oxford Town Hall, St Aldate’s,
Oxford OX1 1BX or email 
acunningham@oxford.gov.uk. 

Walk in the
footsteps of
Insp Morse

Why not drop in for a dance?

During a tour of your historic Town Hall

All you need
to plan your
special day

The 14th century Town Hall crypt The ornate ceiling in the Main Hall

Signs4Life is offering an introductory
workshop in deaf awareness and sign
language to help people to 
communicate with their deaf and hard
of hearing.

The workshop on Monday 6 December
is being held at the at Oxford Town Hall
6-8pm.

There are limited places and attendance
is by booking only. The cost of the
workshop is £30. 

To reserve your place and to find out
more about workshops please contact
Fozia Parveen, email info@signs4life.
org.uk or call 07964 019764.

‘A BITE at the Opera’ takes place at
the Town Hall on 4 March 2011, 8pm,
celebrating 25 years of the 
Oxford - Leon Town Twinning Link. 

Don’t miss this dazzling Gala Opera
night presented by principals of the
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden

to raise funds for work in Leon,
Nicaragua.  

Book through Town Hall box office
01865 252351, £29.95 (inclusive of
food and ticket). For table bookings
of 10 people the ticket price is
reduced to £25 per ticket.

Deaf awareness

A Bite at the Opera

Building a world-class city for everyone
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We are asking for residents’ views

WE NOW publish details on our 
website of our spending of £500 or
more.

The information includes all payments
made by the Council and includes
grants, suppliers and payments to other
government organisations where we
share or use their services. It excludes
payments made to sole traders.

We’ve published this information so
that taxpayers can see what is purchased.

We will publish this information at the
end of every financial year on our 
website www.oxford.gov.uk/finance 

LOW Carbon Oxford has been launched to
promote Oxford’s future as a sustainable
and low carbon city. 

The initiative, which is one of the first in the country,
will kick-start a programme of co-operation that
will help reduce the city’s carbon footprint.  

The Charter is being launched by the Oxford
Strategic Partnership and is supported by Oxford
City Council, University of Oxford, Oxford Brookes
University, Oxfordshire County Council as well as
Marks & Spencer, B&Q and Mini Plant Oxford and
community groups, including Low Carbon West
Oxford. 

The Charter is the first step to making Oxford a
low carbon city and brings together businesses
and organisations which have interests in the
future of Oxford as well as climate change issues

MAJOR cuts in Government 
expenditure mean that Oxford City
Council has significantly less to spend
on services next year and in the 
following years.

The whole of the public sector is now
being pressed to deliver much more for
less.

We want to hear the views of our 
residents, businesses and voluntary and
community groups so that we can:
■ Get direction from the public on what
we should be making a priority
■ Gain an understanding of which
service areas are performing well to
meet your needs.

Look out for our budget consultation
survey in December to give us your
input.

The survey will be available online at
www.oxford.gov.uk/consultation

Paper copies of the survey will also
be available at Town Hall reception or
you can call 01865 252057 to request a
copy.

Your views are needed to help us to
shape next year’s budget so please
take part.

WE ARE looking to revise our Housing Strategy for
Oxford and need your views on housing in the city.

Please log on to www.oxford.gov.uk/consultation and
take part in our online survey by Friday 17 December.
To request a paper copy please contact the Housing
Needs Team on 252336.

The survey covers a wide range of topics including
supply and demand, tackling homelessness, ensuring
value for money and protecting the most vulnerable.

The results will be used to help us prioritise
resources and develop a Housing Strategy for the city
that takes account of the needs and aspirations of
local people.

Have your say on housing

WE HAVE identified almost 100 sites
that may have potential to be 
developed for uses such as housing,
shops, student accommodation and
offices over the next 15 years.

We’d like your views on what you
think may suit the sites and your
opinion about the design of any new
developments.

We are also looking at new planning
policies for housing and student
accommodation.

Future planning applications will
ultimately be judged against these
new policies.

We’re interested in the features
you find important in a new house,
ways to best house students and the
most appropriate type of affordable
housing.

We’re holding informal Planning
drop-in events on the dates set out
right to help collect your views.

Register on our consultation portal
on the website (tick that you are
interested in “Planning and
Regeneration”) to keep up to date.
www.oxford.gov.uk/consultation or
call 01865 252847 for more 
information.

■ 24 November - 4.30pm-7.30pm 
East Oxford Community Centre, 
44b Princes Street,
■ 26 November - 4.30pm-7.30pm 
Summertown Community Centre,
Diamond Place
■ 27 November - 10am-12 noon
Jubilee Hall, Sorrell Road, 
Blackbird Leys
■ 30 November - 4.30pm-7.30pm
Headington Baptist Church, 
78 Old High Street
■ 4th December - 10am-12 noon 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Centre, 
St Ebbes Street

Help us deliver
more for less...

Consultation on site development optionsLearn how your
money is spent

Building a world-class city for everyone

Signing for a low
carbon
Oxford

that affect the city. 
The charter states that we are 

committed to working together to create
a low carbon, sustainable Oxford and
that we will work to ensure that 
Oxford’s leadership in reducing carbon
emissions and tackling climate change

is widely recognised.
It also asks the signatories to work

together to reduce their carbon footprints
by a minimum of three per cent every
year for at least the next ten years and

create a low carbon, sustainable economy
in the Oxford area which will be an
example to cities across the country and
to create more green jobs for increased
prosperity and opportunity for all.

Signatories at the launch of the charter promoting a low carbon city



.STEVE CROSS.
Bathrooms of Quality & Elegance
www.stevecross.co.uk    

OXFORD 01865 841 911
Showrooms: 9 Bicester Road, Kidlington, Oxford

Design. Supply. One stop Showroom

 £100 pounds off your 
new bathroom with this advert

Full Range of Bathroom Suites & 
Showers. Available in a variety of 

Colours & Designs. Bathroom 
Accessories, Tiles, Mirrors, Fitted 
Furniture, Heated Towel Rails etc. 

Free Surveys & Quotations. 
The Complete 

Bathroom Service.

Edward Pilling & Co.
Solicitors

Is your conveyancer a qualified solicitor?
For all your written conveyancing needs contact us

(for a written quotation)

Edward Pilling / Cathy Eaton
122 London Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 9AG

Tel:  01865 741122  Fax: 01865 750478
Email: info@edwardpilling.co.uk  |  web: www.edwardpilling.co.uk

Upper Reaches Hotel
Thames Street, Abingdon, 

Oxfordshire OX14 3JA
T: 01235 522536 F: 01235 555182

E: events@upperreaches-abingdon.co.uk
W: www.upperreaches-abingdon.co.uk

Festive Season 2010
Christmas Day is always a special occasion for the young and young at heart.

Take a break from all the work of preparing Christmas lunch for the family. Come to the 
Stream and enjoy our Christmas feast, relax with friends and family in our contemporary 

styled restaurant and let our Chefs do all the cooking ... and cleaning!

BOOKINGS FOR 2010 NOW BEING TAKEN
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26 November - 12 December 2010 at Oxford Castle
Thursday - Saturday 10am - 8pm Sunday - Wednesday 10am - 6pm
The Oxford Christmas Market is a German-style Christmas Market which takes place in the heart of Oxford at the beautiful and historic 
Oxford Castle and includes beautifully decorated Christmas stalls offering a wonderful range of Christmas gifts, GlŸhw ein, gingerbread and 
seasonal local food. School choirs and brass bands will perform Christmas carols throughout the 17 days, adding to the festive atmosphere, 
and the small Victorian carousel will delight the children.

Christmas decorations, fudge, handmade nativity scenes from Bethlehem, mulled wine and GlŸhw ein, candles, jewellery, wooden toys, 
roasted nuts, notebooks, Christmas cards, German Christmas cakes and biscuits, cheeses, bags, scarves, chilli sauces, lacquered wooden 
homewares and gifts, English and Welsh liqueurs, ceramics, handmade birch wreaths, colourful adults and childrenÕ s clothing, and much 
more...

w w w. o x f o r d c h r i s t m a s m a r k e t . c o . u k

OXFORD CHRISTMAS MARKET

Public support
for new homes

Conservation area plan for Jericho

WORK is progressing on planning the
new neighbourhood that will provide
around 1000 new homes in the 
north-east of the city between Barton
and Northway.

The project is supported by the
Government’s Homes & Communities
Agency.

A public consultation exercise revealed
strong support for family housing,
affordable housing and housing for older
people, new community facilities and
improved transport links. 

A Barton Area Action Plan Preferred
Options Document will be published for
consultation in March 2011.

A full report on the consultation
responses is available on our website
www.oxford.gov.uk/barton

JERICHO has a wealth of character as
well as significant architectural and
historic interest.

We’re looking for your thoughts about
making Jericho a conservation area.
Designation is a means to identify what
is special about Jericho and provides
the opportunity for the Council to take
positive measures to manage change.

An important part of the designation

process is understanding how the
community values the area. We want
your views on what you consider
special about Jericho. This can include
your favourite building or view and
anything you feel shapes its character.

We’re also interested in hearing if
there is there is anything you feel
needs improvement, and if you agree
with the proposals to protect

Jericho’s historic interest.
Visit www.oxford.gov.uk to view the

appraisal document on the planning
and conservation section of our website.

The public consultation runs until 
6 December and is available on the
consultation pages of our website
www.oxford.gov.uk/consultation
Comments can also be sent to Dan
Clarkson at dclarkson@oxford.gov.uk

New look for parkNew look for park
FISHER Row Pocket Park, inbetween
Hythe Bridge Street and Park End Street,
has a new look as part of the West End
Partnership’s programme of improvements
to Castle Mill Stream.

Benefits include a new footway, lighting
and seating. Access to the garden is
improved by extending the existing steep
steps. The work is encouraging more
people to use this convenient central
route between north and south Oxford. 

This scheme is part of a series of 
initiatives to invest in the Oxford’s 
waterways being funded by the West End
Partnership. Similar improvement works
have been carried out by British
Waterways and Oxfordshire County
Council further upstream in Jericho.

Building a world-class city for everyone



10Your Oxford

www.oxford.gov.uk
Winter  2010

11Your Oxford

www.oxford.gov.uk
Winter  2010

Building a world-class city for everyone

■ Achievements against our priorities

More housing, better housing for all

We:
■ exceeded our target for increasing the number of
Council-owned homes meeting the Decent Homes
Standard. 95.48% (as opposed to our target of 94%)
met the standard at year end
■ reduced the number of households in temporary
accommodation from 395 to 240 
■ converted 46 units of temporary accommodation to
permanent stock
■ launched an accreditation scheme aimed at improving
housing conditions in the private rented sector 
■ ensured the safety of our tenants by carrying out gas
services in every council-owned house.

Tackle inequalities and support communities

We:
■ introduced a fair minimum wage, above £7 an hour,
for Council employees and main contractors 
■ secured an additional £700K of funding for the
innovative Old Fire Station conversion project from the
Homes and Communities Agency 
■ stayed on-target in our £2 million programme to
improve all of Oxford’s play areas. 
■ agreed arrangements with the County Council to
build a new community centre as part of the Wood
Farm School redevelopment 
■ launched a Community Coaching Project that offers 
interview coaching to National Diploma students at
Oxford & Cherwell Valley College 
■ Continued to provide the English National Bus
Concessionary Fare Scheme for the over-60s and people
with disabilities. Each year we are replacing on average
7500 expired cards automatically by post without the
need for customers to visit our offices
■ provided over £500,000 in grants to support the work
of voluntary sector organisations 
■ provided grants of over £331,000 to arts and cultural
organisations to work in and with the community 

■ extended opening hours for the Shopmobility Service
to include early evenings and Saturdays and Sundays.

Improve the local environment, economy 
and quality of life
We:
■ supported the local economy by spending 32.33% of
our budget with local businesses, exceeding our target
of 30% 
■ implemented the prompt payment system, ensuring
that small local suppliers get paid faster
■ held a Meet the Buyer event, enabling 200 local 
suppliers to introduce their services to potential public
sector customers 
■ worked with the Oxford Mail, local businesses and
the County Council to launch and support our campaign
for a Cleaner Greener Oxford in the city centre in
November 2009. This heightened the public’s awareness
of littering and Fixed Penalty Notices were issued
against offenders
■ It was the best ever year for assessing benefits. Our
performance indicator which comprises the time taken
to assess new claims, and changes in circumstances
was 12 days. Our performance in respect of New
Claims at 19 days put us firmly in the top quartile
■ three of our toilets – Bury Knowle, Diamond Place,
and St Clements – achieved 4-star ratings in the ‘Loo
of the Year’ accreditation. Four – Market Street, Cowley
Road, Speedwell Street, Oxpens and Gloucester Green
– achieved three stars
■ improved facilities and equipment at Barton Pool,
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre and Ferry Sports Centre 
■ scored well against street inspection indicators which
show that report that none of our streets are below
standard for litter, detritus, graffiti and fly posting
■ achieved Green Flag Status for three of our parks,
placing them among the best in the country 
■ appointed a new City Centre Manager to improve

Building a world-class city for everyone

Annual Report for 2009-2010

relationships with city businesses and to co-ordinate
improvements to street cleansing and trade refuse
■ kept the main roads and commercial areas of the city
open for business during the extreme snowy weather in
January and February as a result of the tireless work of
our City Works staff. While waste collection rounds
were suspended due to the treacherous conditions, our
crews worked alongside their street cleansing colleagues
to maintain the city’s roads and footpaths.

Reduce crime and anti-social behaviour

We:
■ reduced violent crime by 8% through our NightSafe
partnership that tackles alcohol-related disorder and
our work on improving the response to victims of
domestic and sexual abuse
■ achieved a 21% reduction in criminal damage,
through engaging with our local communities to
address the key community safety priorities in their
neighbourhoods
■ helped reduce burglary of people’s homes and car
crime by 16% and 29% respectively. Oxford City
Council have implemented security improvements in
people's homes, patrol our car parks and provide 
support for those most at risk, including the students
and the elderly
■ respond effectively to neighbourhood complaints
through our Crime and Nuisance Action Team
(CANAcT). Resolutions include intensive family support
for our most chaotic families, support from our mental
health charity partners and enforcement measures such
as evictions and Anti-Social Behaviour Orders
■ improved the welfare of vulnerable people during the
winter months through our Street Wardens, who also
took on the enforcement of litter and dog fouling fines
as part of the Cleaner, Greener campaign
■ enabled over 1,000 young people – 5-19 year olds
living in the most deprived areas in Oxford – to be

involved with activities during the holiday periods through
our Positive Futures Programme. 

Tackle climate change and promote sustainable
environmental resource management

We:
■ met our annual 9% CO2 reduction target
■ achieved an Energy Savings Trust Green Fleet award
and a Carbon Trust Innovation Award 
■ became the first local authority to sign a renewables
agreement with Partnership for Renewables (PfR)
■ reduced the Council’s office footprint by 12% by
vacating Northway
■ introduced an improved recycling and refuse service
from 18th October 2010 which offered a £1million saving
as well as improving the Council’s carbon footprint
■ achieved 71.04% against a target of 70% for our
SAP (Energy Efficiency Standard) rating for our council
managed housing stock 

Transform Oxford City Council by improving 
value for money and service performance

We:
■ achieved cost and efficiency savings of over £3.5 million
■ achieved financial savings of approximately 25% on
our frontline budgets 
■ improved performance against 68% of performance
indicators across the Council’s service areas 
■ achieved an overall  score of 3 for Use of 
Resources by the Audit Commission, with top score of
4 awarded for procurement and use of natural resources
■ collected 97.79% of rent due to us and reduced rent
arrears by 20%
■ increased the number of online transactions
(including financial) to 12.8% from our 2008 base. We
exceeded our target of 5% 
■ introduced a new occupational health service, which
is delivering improvements in staff well-being and a

reduction in sickness levels
■ made good progress in implementing our Customer
Relationship Management system in our housing and
street services
■ Developed a strong partnership between Members,
the management team, staff, trade unions and 
residents/tenants groups
■ retained IIP accreditation in City Works.

■ Where we can do better

Number of Rough Sleepers 

The rough sleeping count for March 2010 was 16. Five
of the people rough sleeping were European nationals
with no recourse to public funds. The Street Services
Team are working to help these individuals find work so
that they can access housing in the private rented sector.

Days Lost to Sickness 

The Council achieved a significant reduction in the
average number of days to 10.73 per employee, but this
remains above the target of 10 days lost.

Council Tax Collected

We achieved 96.43% against a target of 97.3%. The
collection rate as at 31 March 2010 was 0.46% lower
than last year's equivalent. The economic downturn
meant that collection was likely to be difficult in 2009/10. 

Invoices Paid Within 30 Days

We achieved 96.31% at year end against the target of
97.25%. 

Cases Where Calculation of Benefit Correct

The target set for 2009/10 was a very challenging
98.6% and we finished the year on 95.43%. This was a
considerable improvement on the 2008/09 result of
92.07%.

■ Oxford City Council’s ambition – developed with our
partners across the city – is to make Oxford a 
world-class city for everyone. To support this, we are
transforming the way that the Council performs. We
aim to deliver high quality services and excellent value
for money for all our citizens.
■ The hallmark of our transformation programme has
been focus and consistency. We have stuck to the 
priorities in our recent Corporate Plans and – by
improving the management systems underpinning the
delivery of these plans – we have significantly improved

efficiency and service quality across a range of 
services. In March 2008 we achieved 49% of our targets;
by March 2010 we had achieved 69%. Performance
has improved against 68% of our targets.
■ The Council’s financial management has continued
to strengthen. By year end we had achieved cost and 
efficiency savings of £4.5 million.
■ Strong financial planning has enabled us to continue
to deliver service improvements and to avoid being
knocked off course by the credit crunch and other
external pressures.



■ Income and expenditure account
THE total cost of running our services was
£183.6 million.

Service Income, such as fees and charges, property
rents and special grants was £141.9 million.

The net cost of £41.7 million is shown in our revenue
account.

We paid for this net expenditure from council tax,
central government grants and our share of business
rates.

The accounting deficit of £17.6 million reported in
the Income and Expenditure Account differs from the
basis on which Council Tax is raised.

The main exclusions relate to the downward 
revaluation of buildings and pensions accounting
adjustments. After these adjustments there was a net
reduction of the Council’s General Fund balances of
£1.2 million.

This balance reduction includes the setting aside of
reserves for a number of areas, including a Corporate
Contingency Reserve to protect the Council against
short to medium term cuts in light of the financial
uncertainty, in excess of the savings the Council has
already built into its budgets.

■ Balance sheet
At the end of each financial year we draw up a balance
sheet that presents how much the Council’s land and
buildings are worth, what we owe and what is owed to
us and how much cash we have.

Money owed by Oxford City Council includes an esti-
mate of £145.6 million for pensions that is fully offset
by a reserve. £674.3 million – the largest part of the
Council’s reserves – is set aside to meet past capital
expenditure.

■ Cash movements
The Council financed net capital investment from a
combination of day to day cash flow and reducing
short term cash investments. 

■ Capital spending
We also spend money on improving our council 
housing and other assets. We account for this type of
expenditure separately from the day-to-day running
costs of services.

■ Housing revenue account
The Housing Revenue Account (HRA) records income
and expenditure arising from the management and
maintenance of Council housing. During 2009/10 the
Council was responsible for an average of 7,779
properties.

The deficit made by the HRA is added to previous
accumulated surpluses and deficits and ring-fenced
by law for use by the HRA.

The accumulated surplus on the HRA at 31 March
2010 was £2 million.

■ Head of Finance’s statement

THE Council’s Statement of Accounts has been pre-
pared in accordance with the Statement of
Recommended Practice on Local Authority Accounting
in the UK 2009.

The figures in this summary were originally compiled
having regard to proper accounting practice.

To help make this summary easier to understand we
have simplified the presentation of some figures.

A full copy of the Council’s 2009/10 audited
accounts is available on our website or from:

Financial Accounting Manager
Oxford City Council 
Oxford Town Hall
St Aldate’s
Oxford
OX1 1DX
01865 252722

The Council can also produce computer disk or large
print copies. We can arrange for a summary in Braille,
on tape or in another language, although this will take
longer.

Nigel Kennedy
Interim Head of Finance
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Value of land, property, equipment & vehicles
Cash at bank and cash investments
Stock
Money owed to Oxford City Council
Money owed by Oxford City Council

Total assets less liabilities

Oxford City Council’s reserves

Services related to the Public
Cultural, Environmental & Planning Services
Highways, Roads & Transport Services
Council Housing
Other Housing Services
Corporate & Democratic Services 
Costs not allocated to a specific department
Net Cost of Services

Interest & Investment Income
Interest payable
Investment losses
Housing Capital Receipts payable to central government
Pensions interest cost and return on assets
Other operating income and expenditure
Net Operating Expenditure

General Government Grants
Share of national business rates
Council Tax

Overspend for the year
Net adjustments made to the accounts
Net movement from balances held by the Council

Net
Expenditure
£ million
1.9
13.2
0.5
11.1
7.0
4.2
3.8
41.7

(0.2)
0.6
(0.8)
0.6
7.5
(3.0)
46.4

(3.1)
(13.5)
(12.2)

17.6
(16.4)
1.2

Net Assets at
31 March 2010
£ million
758.1
30.4
0.7
23.0
(193.3)

618.9

618.9

Bank overdraft at 1 April 2009, less cash in hand
Net cash receipts from revenue operations
Interest received less interest payable
Cash payments for capital items
Cash receipts for capital items
Increase in short term cash on deposit
Net repayment of amounts borrowed

Bank balance at 31 March 2010

2009/10
£ million
(0.2)
(8.1)
0.4
16.4
(14.3)
2.2
2.1

1.1

Capital Expenditure
Council housing improvements
Council house building
Leisure & Parks facilities
City Services vehicles & equipment
Renovation & disabled facilities grants
ICT infrastructure
West End Partnership – regeneration of West Oxford
Other
Total
Financed by
Capital receipts (from sale of assets)
Grants & contributions
Revenue contributions
Increased borrowing requirement
Total

2009/10
£ million

7.5
1.5
1.4
1.0
0.6
1.3
0.7
3.3
17.3

3.0
9.7
0.5
4.1
17.3

Income
Council House Rents
Other Income
Investment Income
Total

Expenditure
Repairs & Maintenance
Supervision & Management
Payments to Government
Depreciation and impairment
Interest payable
Other costs
Total

Net accounting deficit for the year
Net accounting adjustments
Net HRA deficit for the year

2009/10
£ million

30.8
4.5
0.1
35.4

10.3
6.2
11.0
17.2
0.7
0.6
46.0

10.6
(9.7)
0.9

This summary provides an overview of the Council’s detailed statement of accounts for 2009/10.

Summary statement of accounts

Building a world-class city for everyone



Are you or a loved one
struggling at home?

• Clubs and Activities

• Housekeeping Service

• Carers on site 24 hours

• Wellness Spa with Gym

• Bowling Green

• Restaurant 

• Café-Bar

• Hair and Beauty Salon

• I.T. and Craft Room

• Landscaped Gardens 
and Nature Reserve

• Library and more

To see how we can help…
Call 01235 773970 |  www.richmond-villages.com

South Street, Letcombe Regis, Near Wantage, Oxfordshire  OX12 9RG

Part of the Barchester Healthcare Group

If so, an Assisted Living Apartment could be the answer
Retain your independence and gain a better quality of life in a one- or two-bedroom 

Assisted Living Apartment within a vibrant Richmond Retirement Village location. Here you 
can enjoy life to the full, while the Richmond team takes care of your day-to-day chores.

24-hour Nursing and Dementia Care within our Care Home. Please call for details.



14Your Oxford

www.oxford.gov.uk
Winter  2010

■ For further details of upcoming
events and also for information and
advice on African history and culture,
arts and artifacts, artists and groups
contact Junie 07986 877 324, email:
ackhi03@gmail.com or www.ackhi.org

THIS issue of Your Oxford was
delivered by Aspire Oxford.

Aspire is a social enterprise, receiving
funding from Oxford City Council, that
has launched a new fee-free workforce
recruitment solution for Oxfordshire’s
businesses.

Aspire helps people with the 
determination to overcome disadvantage,
find work and turn their lives around.

“We help individuals get back into
work by offering training and support,”
says Aspire CEO Jenny Fox.

“Our high quality workers have been
matched to a variety of local businesses,
colleges and organisations,” adds
Jenny.

“Some staff who delivered Your
Oxford in the summer have gone on to
find permanent work.”
■ Contact Rick Mower on 01865
204450 or email rick@aspireoxford.co.uk
for more information.

OXFORD City Council leader Councillor Bob Price, plucked the winning
ticket out from all the entries that correctly identified the location of the five
hidden footballs in the last issue of Your Oxford.

Congratulations to 10 year old Shannon Currill (pictured) from Broad Oak,
Oxford who won the ball signed after the Oxford United parade this May.

Shannon says “I’m an Oxford United season ticket holder and really pleased
to have won. My favourite player is Sam Derring, I think he’s really good!”

OUR Communities and
Neighbourhoods team are working
with the Oxford 50+ Network to provide
more opportunities for people aged 50
and over. Contact Margaret Simpson
01865 453403 for more information.

THERE are many activities across
the city that promote exercise for
everyone over 50.

Age UK Oxfordshire hold drop-in
weekly classes that cost £2 to £3 and
are fun and sociable. Contact Brenda
Longmuir on 07827 235428 for more
information: 
■ East Oxford Community Centre,
Tai Chi, Wednesdays 10.30am-11.30am
■ Fusion, behind East Oxford
Community Centre, Gentle Exercise
to Music, Mondays 2.30pm-3.30pm
and Wednesdays 11am-12pm
■ John Kallie Court, Gillians Way,
Tuesdays 11am-12pm
■ Cutteslowe Community Centre,
Gentle Exercise to Music, Tuesdays
2pm-3pm, 
■ Cutteslowe Community Centre,
Dance, (various styles), Wednesdays
11am-12pm
■ West Oxford Community Centre,
Tuesdays 10am-11am
■ Rose Hill Community Centre,
Thursdays 10.15am-11.15am
■ St Nicholas Church Hall, Friday
10am-11 am  
■ Barton Pool, Waynflete Road, Tai
Chi, Mondays 11am-12pm

CONTACT Age UK’s helpline for 
information and advice on many
issues. Call 0844 8870005, Monday
to Friday between 10am-4pm.

BLACK History Month (BHM), held
annually in October, originates from
1926 when Dr Carter Goodwin
Woodson, editor of the Journal of
Negro History, established African
Caribbean celebrations in America.

Since its introduction in the UK in 1987
the number of events have grown to over
6,000 annually. The aims of BHM are to: 
■ Promote knowledge of African History,
Culture and Heritage
■ Publicise information on positive
Black contributions to British Society
■ Heighten the confidence and awareness
of Black people to their cultural heritage

Beyond Black History Month helps
build up the momentum of these aims
with a continuing programme of events
going right through to 2011.

Keep fit and healthy

Beyond Black
History Month

Age UK helpline

Helping people
meet their
aspirations

Shannon
was on
the ball

THE 2011 Census takes place on
Sunday 27 March 2011.

A census is planned and carried out
every ten years by the Office for National
Statistics (ONS). It is used to help plan
and deliver the services we need.

A variety of temporary job opportunities
exist for working on the Census. Visit
www.censusjobs.co.uk to apply or call
the helpline on 0845 6044 013.

National Census 2011

Oxford 50+ Network

OVER 50 and living in Littlemore?
Give us your views on the area

at Littlemore Community Centre
on Friday 26 November between
10am-12pm or 6pm-8pm, or 
contact Kerry Reeves at Age UK
Oxfordshire on 01235 840403. 

Tell us about life
life in Littlemore

Building a world-class city for everyone

Over-50s news round-up

Homes in Littlemore



T reat  you r se l f  to

Tailored Comfort
...go to bed relaxed and wake up refreshed

Private appointment with an Orthotist, Occupational Therapist, Physiotherapist or Podiatrist available on request.

Call us on 01865 242500 to find out how we can help improve your quality of life. No obligation home visits.
Low prices guaranteed.
Opening hours: Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm - Saturdays 9am to 4.30pm (closed on Bank Holidays).
Free parking for clients on 332 Abingdon Rd, Oxford next to Fat Phil’s Angling Centre.

We can source anything your Occupational Therapist recommends

£100 Off
any tailored 

Chair or Bed 

ordered before

November 30th

2010

or tailored
Shoes & Insoles

Tailored
Sport Braces

d

From £1145

From £930 incl.
the mattress

Ta
ilored

C
hair gives you the support and comfort needed

to truly rest your body

Tailored Electric Bedwith multi-health benefits

332 Abingdon Road, Oxford, OX1 4TQ
Tel :  01865 242500 -  in fo@abi l i tymat ters .co.uk  www.abi l i tymat ters .co.uk

‘Professional After Sales Service’

Bringing city’s communities together
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STREET Party weekend 2010 was
a great success with 26 parties
taking place across Oxford.

Over 50 street events were held over
the year involving around 4,000 people.

Oxford is now the UK’s street party
capital with more parties per head of
population than anywhere else since
the Silver Jubilee in 1977.

Oxford City Council supports street
parties as an effective way of bringing
communities together and has worked
to simplify road closure processes and
public liability insurance requirements.

Street events provide a focus for
communities to work together and
look at common issues such as how
their streets look and function. 

If you’re interested in holding a street
party visit www.oxford.gov.uk/
streetparties for information about

road closures. Alternatively email
licensing@oxford.gov.uk or call 01865
253052.

Oxford Streets for People, an Oxford
Civic Society initiative, offers support
to people who want to organise a
street party. Visit www.oxstreets.org.uk
or call 01865 762418.

Building a world-class city for everyone
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■ A very big thank you to everyone who came forward
to offer their photos for use in Council publications.
■ Look out for photos bearing the names here in future.
■ We invited everyone to send us their favourite photo
of Oxford and to tell us why they chose it.

OUR CITY IN
FOCUS

RODDY MADDOCKS
I LIKE the interesting
lines of light from the
vehicles on this night
photo of Oxford High
Street and the star-like
effect of the street
lights from the small
aperture. Contact
roddy_maddocks@hot
mail.com, phone 07847
118918. Experienced in
aviation, architecture,
macro and event 
photography

HEATHER
ROBBINS
I CHOSE this
photograph
of Oxford
because I love
the varied
rooftops in
the sun and
it shows
South Park
in the 
background

TOBY MUNDAY
THIS picture is from a series of photographs
called ‘Quiet Streets of Oxford’. My photo was
taken at dawn in early spring and shows the
warmth that exists in Oxford before the day
starts. Toby is studying A level photography
at Wheatley Park Sixth Form College. Visit
www.flicker.com/munday94 or email 
tjmunday@live.co.uk to see more photos

ROBERT
WEATHERHEAD
THIS is my favourite
photo because it
epitomises Oxford’s
outstanding archi-
tecture and beauty
and captures the
historic heart of the
University. The
Radcliffe Camera is
flanked by the twin
towers of Old Souls
and the edge of
Brasenose College

JULIAN FLETCHER
I LOVE punting along
the river and this pic-
ture, taken at
Cherwell Boathouse,
reminds me of
Pimms and lemonade
and sunny summer
holidays.
Contact Julian email
doctor_jools@hotmail.
com

MARCUS GOSLING
I CHOSE Oxford’s
Town Hall to 
photograph as it’s
a beautiful building
and an important
part of history for
local people.
Contact Marcus
on 07904496107 or
view more of his
work www.marcus
gosling.com

DARRELL GODLIMAN
I’VE manipulated the sky using software to
give the impression of the steadfast nature of
Oxford despite the passage of time. I like to
give classic views a bit of a twist in an effort
to make them more personal. Visit 
www.dgphotos.co.uk or www.flickr.com/
darrellg to see more of Darrell’s photos. To
discuss purchasing prints or licensing
images contact mail@dgphotos.co.uk

Building a world-class city for everyone
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THE first tenants have moved into
their brand new council homes in
Lambourn Road, Rose Hill.

As the new homes are completed
they are advertised to people who
are registered for housing with
the Council through the Choiced
Based Lettings Scheme.

The development, carried out by
affordable housing developer
Lovell, is due for completion in
March 2011.

The Homes and Communities
Agency has supported the
scheme, as well as the 
redevelopment at Cardinal House
in Littlemore, with over £4 million
pounds.

MANY of us are aiming to reduce
our carbon footprint and promote
a sustainable lifestyle.

If you’re a fan of local shopping,
Oxford’s fantastic markets are
great sources for seasonal food,
gifts and treats, and help support
our local traders. 

Gloucester Green boasts a variety
of markets with the weekly

Wednesday market (9am-5pm), a
Farmers' Market that takes place
on the first and third Thursday of
every month 9am - 3pm, and an
Antiques and Collectors fair held
every Thursday 9am - 5pm.

Oxford’s popular Covered
Market offers a great selection of
local goods, gifts and treats in its
exclusive shops and restaurants.

www.thesoundofmusictour.com

Although the producers of The Sound of Music cannot guarantee the appearance of any particular artist, Connie Fisher is expected to perform at all performances 

Tue 7 Dec 2010 - Sun 2 Jan 2011
Ticketmaster 0844 847 1585
Groups 10+ 0844 372 7272
www.NewTheatreOxford.org.uk

excluding Tue 14, 21 & 28 Dec 7.00pm,Wed 8 & 29 Dec 2.30pm,Wed 15 & 22 Dec 7.30pm, and Thu 9 & 30 Dec 7.30pm, subject always to illness and holidays.

‘CONNIE FISHER TRIUMPHS AS MARIA’
Daily Mail

WITH the introduction of our improved
and simplified recycling scheme, most
residents will now have new wheelie bins
for their recyclables and may now have
spare recycling boxes.

We’re hoping that these will prove useful
to you and we’re launching a competition
to find the best alternative use for your old
recycling boxes. Send your fun, practical
or imaginative ideas in, with a picture if
possible, to  jcarr@oxford.gov.uk or post
your ideas to Jennifer Carr, City Works,
Marsh Road, Cowley, Oxford, OX4 2HH.

Closing date is Friday 10 December.
The favourite suggestion will win a £50

High Street voucher and we’ll post a
selection of your ideas onto our website
and in the next issue of Your Oxford.

Remember you can still use your recycling
boxes for any overflow of recyclable material
you may have, and place them out with your
wheelie bin for collection.

Any unwanted boxes can be taken to
the City Works depot at Marsh Road
where a collection point has been set up
outside the main gates. 

Think out
of the box

BUY SUSTAINABLY AND SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS

New homes joy
for our tenants

Oxford Covered
Market

Building a world-class city for everyone

■ If you are interested in growing
your own fruit and vegetables, rent a
plot on one of Oxford’s 36 allotment
sites. Oxford City Council manage
each one in partnership with a 
different allotment association. For
more details visit www.oxford.gov.
uk/allotments or call 01865 252240
for more information.

Do you have a passion 

for theatre and a sense of 

adventure? If you are an 

aspiring young actor, dancer, 

writer, designer or director, 

this is your chance. Work  

with established professionals. 

Create and perform a new 

piece of work as part of ‘The 

Company at The North Wall’.

Interested in performance?

Aged 16-25?

DANCE AT THE WALL

April 4 - 18, 2011

THE COMPANY AT THE NORTH WALL
July 30 - August 20, 2011

DAD NCNCNCNCCEEEEEEEEEE

ApApriririrrrill 444444444

THTHHHEE COCOMPANY AA

JuJulyly 30 - Augustt

To apply contact the North Wall Arts 
Centre on tel: 01865 319450, email 
clarkp@thenorthwall.com or go to
www.thenorthwall.com 



Central, South
& West 
T: 01865 252803
E: CSW@oxford.gov.uk

Cowley 
T: 01865 252688
E: cowley@oxford.gov.uk

North
T: 01865 252803
E: north@oxford.gov.uk

South East 
T: 01865 252249
E: southeast@oxford.gov.uk

WARD 24 . Wolvercote
John Goddard
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT . LORD MAYOR
T: 01865 438961
E: cllrjgoddard@oxford.gov.uk
10 Blandford Avenue Oxford OX2 8DY

Mike Gotch
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 553905
E: cllrmgotch@oxford.gov.uk

1 First Turn Oxford OX2 8AG

WARD 23 . Summertown
Jean Fooks
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 310351 F: 01865 513129
E: cllrjfooks@oxford.gov.uk

9 St. Bernard’s Road Oxford OX2 6EH

Stuart McCready
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 553963 M: 07804 652733
E: cllrsmccready@oxford.gov.uk

23 Southdale Road Oxford OX2 7SE

WARD 21 . St. Margaret’s
Jim Campbell
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 556404
E: cllrjcampbell@oxford.gov.uk

24 Frenchay Road Oxford OX2 6TG

Gwynneth Royce
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07801 121860
E: cllrglroyce@oxford.gov.uk

Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

WARD 16 . North
Alan Armitage
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07799 892385
E: cllraarmitage@oxford.gov.uk

2 Grimby Place Oxford OX2 7LT

Clark Brundin
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 510868
E: cllrcbrundin@oxford.gov.uk

27 Observatory Street Oxford OX2 6EW

WARD 19 . Rose Hill & Iffley
Antonia Bance
LABOUR
T: 01865 775603
E: cllrabance@oxford.gov.uk

17a Cowley Road Oxford OX4 1HP

Ed Turner
LABOUR
T: 01865 778358
E: cllreturner@oxford.gov.uk

2 Orchard Court Rose Hill Oxford OX4 4HJ

WARD 17 . Northfield Brook
Stuart Craft
INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ASSOCIATION
M: 07733 274324
E: cllrscraft@oxford.gov.uk

C/O Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

Scott Seamons
LABOUR
M: 07910 595047
E: cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk

2 Orchard Court Rose Hill Oxford OX4 4HJ

WARD 13 . Littlemore
Gill Sanders
LABOUR
T & F:  01865 761856 
E: cllrgsanders@oxford.gov.uk

200 Headington Road Headington Oxford OX3 7PS

John Tanner
LABOUR
T: 01865 251441
E: john.tanner@tanox.demon.co.uk

32 Sunningwell Road Oxford OX1 4SX

WARD 2 . Blackbird Leys
Val Smith
LABOUR
M: 07767 446051
E: cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk

4 Flaxfield Road Blackbird Leys Oxford OX4 6QD

Rae Humberstone
LABOUR
T: 01865 779678
E: cllrrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uk

75 Little Bury Greater Leys Oxford OX4 7UZ

North East 
T: 01865 252688
E: northeast@oxford.gov.uk

WARD 18 . Quarry & Risinghurst
Laurence Baxter
LABOUR
M: 07834 183491
E: cllrlbaxter@oxford.gov.uk

35 Collinwood Road Headington Oxford OX3 8HH

Dee Sinclair
LABOUR . DEPUTY LORD MAYOR
T: 01865 765260
E: cllrdsinclair@oxford.gov.uk

10 Norton Close Headington Oxford OX3 7BQ

WARD 15 . Marston
Mary Clarkson
LABOUR
T: 01865 751493
E: cllrmclarkson@oxford.gov.uk

Lower Farm 8 Dunstan Road Oxford OX3 9BY

Beverley Hazell
LABOUR
M: 07758 210722
E: cllrbhazell@oxford.gov.uk

132 Dene Road Headington Oxford OX3 7EG

WARD 8 . Headington Hill & Northway
Mohammed Altaf-Khan
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 798777 M: 07931 345554
E: cllrmaltaf-khan@oxford.gov.uk

83 Hugh Allen Crescent Marston Oxford OX3 OHL

Roy Darke
LABOUR
T: 01865 790670
E: cllrrdarke@oxford.gov.uk

The Oak Barn, 80 Edgeway Road Oxford OX3 OHG

WARD 7 . Headington
David Rundle
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07980 894147

E: david.rundle@oxfordlibdems.org.uk
39 Catherine Street Oxford OX4 3AH

Ruth Wilkinson
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07789 368300
E: ruth.wilkinson@oxfordlibdems.org.uk

21 Thames View Road Oxford OX4 4TQ

WARD 4 . Churchill
Mark Lygo
LABOUR  M: 07826 527047
M: 07826 527047
E: cllrmlygo@oxford.gov.uk

20 Valentia Road Headington Oxford OX3 7PL

Joe McManners
LABOUR
M: 07979 638670
E: cllrjmcmanners@oxford.gov.uk

1 Woodbine Cottage Headington Oxford OX3 OBT

WARD 1 . Barton & Sandhills
Mike Rowley
LABOUR
M: 07711 808435

C/o Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

Van Coulter
LABOUR
M: 07910 817313
E: cllrvcoulter@oxford.gov.uk

Ruskin Hall Dunstan Road Oxford OX3 9BZ

East
T: 01865 252249
E: east@oxford.gov.uk

Political composition of Oxford City Council 2008–2010

LABOUR 26 

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 16 

GREEN 5 

INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ASSOCIATION 1

TOTAL NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS 48
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WARD 3 . Carfax
Tony Brett
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 401725  M: 07971 589623
E: tony.brett@oxfordlibdems.org.uk

6 Reliance Way Oxford OX4 2FU

Stephen Brown
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT . OPPOSITION
LEADER T: 01865 311535 M: 07899 934377
E: cllrsbrown@oxford.gov.uk

8 Walton Street Oxford OX1 2HG 

WARD 5 . Cowley
Bryan Keen
LABOUR
T: 01865 776948
E: cllrbkeen@oxford.gov.uk

48 Liddell Road Cowley Oxford OX4 3QU

Shah Jahan Khan
LABOUR
M: 07796 613362
E: cllrsjkhan@oxford.gov.uk

6 Havelock Road Cowley Oxford OX4 3EP

WARD 14 . Lye Valley
Ben Lloyd-Shogbesan
LABOUR
M: 07974 947628
E: cllrblloyd-shogbesan@oxford.gov.uk

105 Cornwallis Road Oxford OX4 3NH

Bob Timbs
LABOUR
M: 07768 205874
E: cllrbtimbs@oxford.gov.uk

88 Normandy Crescent Oxford OX4 2TN

WARD 6 . Cowley Marsh
Mohammed Abbasi
LABOUR  
T: 01865 792250  M: 07889 867931
E: cllrmabbasi@oxford.gov.uk

7 Warneford Road Oxford OX4 1LT

Sajjad Malik
LABOUR
M: 07787 874683
E: cllrsmalik@oxford.gov.uk

24 Emperor Gardens Blackbird Leys Oxford OX4 7WB

WARD 12 . Jericho and Osney
Colin Cook
LABOUR - SHERIFF
T: 01865 721844  Work: 01865 285770
E: cllrccook@oxford.gov.uk

12 Riverside Road Oxford OX2 OHU

Susanna Pressel
LABOUR
T: 01865 554001 
F: 01865 252728 (Council Offices)

E: cllrspressel@oxford.gov.uk
7 Rawlinson Road Oxford OX2 6UE

WARD 10 . Holywell

Mark Mills
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07525 751584
E: cllrmmills@oxford.gov.uk

10 Cowley Road Oxford OX4 1HZ

Nathan Pyle
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07787 505514
E: cllrnpyle@oxford.gov.uk

106a Walton Street Oxford OX2 6AJ

WARD 9 . Hinksey Park
Bob Price
LABOUR . LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
T: 01865 725218
E: cllrbprice@oxford.gov.uk

43 Western Road Oxford OX1 4LF

Oscar Van Nooijen
LABOUR
T: 01865 251757 
E: cllrovannooijen@oxford.gov.uk

57 Henley Street Oxford OX4 1ES

WARD 22 . St. Mary’s
Matt Morton
GREEN
T: 01865 724251
E: cllrmmorton@oxford.gov.uk

9 Hawkins Street, Oxford OX4 1YD

Dick Wolff
GREEN
T: 07968 486854
E: cllrdwolff@oxford.gov.uk

69 Victoria Road Oxford OX2 7QG

WARD 20 . St. Clement’s
Graham Jones
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07909 875306
E: cllrgjones@oxford.gov.uk

1a Lawrence Road Oxford OX4 3ER

Nuala Young
GREEN
T: 01865 749459
E: cllrnyoung@oxford.gov.uk

46 Tree Lane Iffley Oxford OX4 4EY

WARD 11 . Iffley Fields
Elise Benjamin
GREEN
T: 01865 202257
E: cllrebenjamin@oxford.gov.uk

41 Magdalen Road Oxford OX4 1RB

David Williams
GREEN - GROUP LEADER
T: 01865 765852
E: cllrdwilliams@oxford.gov.uk

320 London Road Oxford OX3 8DN

Your Councillors 2010
Direct access to services at all times

■ Council Connect 24/7
01865 249811
Daytime 8.30am to 6pm for general enquiries
If you don’t know which service you need, we are
here to help

Out-of-hours 6pm to 8.30am for Emergencies

For serious accident, fire or police emergencies
call 999 or 112
Non-emergency Police helpline 08458 505 505

We can connect you to Oxford City Council
Emergency Numbers, such as our Environmental
Health duty officer, flood response team, Nuisance
Nightline, and emergency temporary accommodation

Automated payment line 01865 252609
Oxford City Council rents and service charges, car
park penalties, community alarm, overpaid Housing
Benefits, Council Tax, Business rates and Periodic
and Sundry accounts

Oxford City Homes 0800 22 7676
Weekday for all Oxford City Council Tenants’ rent
enquiries, tenancy issues, housing repairs, and
neighbourhood cleansing service (outside the city
centre only). After hours for all Oxford City Council
Tenants’ housing repairs (emergency only)

Cleaner streets 01865 252900
Recycling and waste collection, and City Centre
cleansing service (city centre only). After hours
(emergency only) 0780 290 4000

Building a world-class city for everyone

■ Contacting a Councillor
Should you ever experience difficulty contacting a
Councillor please inform: Members' Secretary, Oxford
Town Hall, OX1 1BX.
Telephone: 01865 252414

■ Direct access to services
during office hours
If you know which service you need, call direct:

Council Tax 01865 252870
Pay your bill and have all your Council Tax queries
answered

Housing Benefit 01865 252849
Housing Benefit applications and enquiries

Housing Needs  01865 252858
Housing Register and Choice Based Lettings,
Housing Options and Allocations, Temporary
Accommodation

Planning  01865 252860
Planning Applications, Conservation Areas, Listed
buildings and all planning issues

Building Control  01865 252860
Advice and consultation on all aspects of building
design and construction

Environmental Development  01865 252887
Pest control, food hygiene and all health and safety
issues, pollution and energy efficiency

City Leisure  0844 89 33 222
Sports and Leisure facilities

Parks  01865 252240
Parks, open spaces and countryside management

Building a world-class city for everyone



Working in partnership with Oxford City Council
to manage your local leisure facilities.

Keep fit and have fun 
at your local Oxford 
leisure centres...
• No contracts • No joining fees • Refurbished centres
• Swimming lessons • Skating lessons • Birthday parties
• Student rates • Concession rates

www.oxford.gov.uk/leisure
0844 893 3222

Barton Leisure Centre, Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, Blackbird Leys Pool, 
Ferry Leisure Centre, Hinksey Outdoor Pool (May-Sept), Oxford Ice Rink, 
Temple Cowley Pools & Fitness Centre

4 gyms

5 pools

2 sports halls

Spin 
studio

115+ 
fitness 
classes Ice rink



K&G Youth Band from Leiden

THE stage in Broad Street will showcase a diverse
treat of local talent throughout the evening.

Relish this festive entertainment and treat your-
self at the Light Night Broad Street market.

Make sure you’re around to enjoy seeing the
streets light up at 6.45pm.

Here is the exciting stage line up:

❆ 4.00pm  Dance Platform
❆ 5.00pm  Somerville College Choir

❆ 5.30pm  Afropean Choir
❆ 6.00pm  Oxford Harmony
❆ 6.45pm  Christmas Light Switch On with Special

Guests
❆ 7.00pm  Dance Platform 
❆ 7.30pm  Oxford Gospel Choir
❆ 8.00pm  Dance Platform 
❆ 8.30pm  Out of the Blue
❆ 9.15pm  Christian Life Centre Group

WATCH out for the great K&G Youth Band
who will lead the lantern parade and
bring their harmonies to varied locations
throughout the night, including an
indoor appearance at the Town Hall.

❆ 6.15pm from Bonn Square 
The Story of the Oxford Wheel

KICKING off the revelry tonight is the
spectacular lantern procession.

Oxford school children will parade their
amazing lanterns made from willow, 
tissue paper and recycled bicycle
wheels. Each of the lanterns represent
a different stage in the history of the
wheel.

The procession will wind its way
through the city streets leaving Bonn
Square at 6.15pm.

Lantern
procession

The OTP stage on Broad Street
hosted by

YOUR

pull-out guide

❆ 4pm – 10pm

❆ 8.15pm-9pm from Radcliffe Square

OXFORD Contemporary Music invite you to take
part in Oxford’s first Unsilent Night Promenade.

This is composer Phil Kline’s free outdoor 
participatory sound sculpture recorded on 
cassettes, CDs and mp3s and played through a
roving swarm of audio devices brought along by

the participants.
This community sound promenade made its

debut in New York in 1992 and now brings people
together in cities all over the world. 

To take part email info@ocmevents.org or call
01865 488369 for instructions and a copy of this
seasonal atmospheric music.

Join Oxford’s Unsilent Night Promenade

❆ For more details visit www.oxfordinspires.org

Supported
by

Friday 26 November is . . .



■ Christmas Light Night 2010 on Friday 26 November promises
a feast of fun and entertainment for all the family.
■ Check out our map and listings for a snapshot guide to the
time and place for the great highlight events that are taking
place across the city and within our city’s great cultural 
establishments that evening.

Oxford Playhouse, Beaumont
Street

Festive Storytelling & Late Night Jazz
4.30pm – 11.00pm
Festive storytelling for under 10s, Top
Room 4:30pm-5:30pm. Jesus Christ
Superstar 7:30pm-10pm (Tickets £14 -
£18). Live jazz from Sarah Dodd 10pm.
www.oxfordplayhouse.com

Bodleian Library, Broad Street
6.30pm – 8pm

Explore the Divinity School built in 1488.
Marvel at its elaborate ceiling and its 455
carved bosses. Enjoy musical entertainment
from local choirs. Also visit the 17th
Century Convocation House and Court.
www.bodley.ox.ac.uk

Highlights of the night 
Oxford Contemporary Music – Phil
Kline’s Unsilent Night Promenade

8.15pm-9pm (meet at 8pm in Radcliffe
Square)
Join Oxford’s first Unsilent Night 
promenade, a sound sculpture generated
by the public. To take part, email
info@ocm events.org or call 01865
488369 for instructions and a copy of
this seasonal atmospheric music.
www.ocmevents.org

Community Lantern Procession
from Bonn Square 

The History of the Wheel
6.15pm
Local children will parade amazing
lanterns made from recycled bicycle
parts through the city. They will bring
laughter and light to the streets as they
weave their way to Broad Street for the
Light Switch On at 6.45pm.
www.oxfordinspires.org

Oxford Castle, Castle Street, 
5pm - 10pm

Enjoy the traditional German-style
Market and children’s Winter
Wonderland. Lamplight tours of Oxford
Castle Tickets £7.75 for adults, £5.50
for children and £6.50 concessions.
See the tree lights lit at 7.15.
www.oxfordcastleunlocked.co.uk

Museum of Oxford, St Aldate’s
World War Two Christmas

5.00pm - 8.00pm
Take part in traditional children’s games,
arts and crafts and learn about a ‘Make
Do and Mend’ Christmas during World
War II. Discuss the history of the wheel
and MINI cars with associates of MINI
Plant Oxford. 
www.museumofoxford.org.uk

Oxford Town Hall, and OVADA, St Aldate’s
Spotlight 

5pm - 10pm 
OVADA bring contemporary work by regional artists to
this stunning building. Visitors are invited to explore the
building and see the Town Hall’s heritage in a new light.
The Main Hall hosts an affordable art fair showcasing
local talent. Look out for Santa and visit him in his
Town Hall grotto from Saturday 27 November. 
www.oxfordtownhall.co.uk and
www.ovada.org.uk

03 Gallery at the Oxford
Castle complex, Castle Street 

A Cotswold Scene
6pm - 10pm
View winning photographs from a
competition launched by local 
landscape photographer Sarah
Howard to celebrate the beauty of
the Cotswolds.
www.03gallery.co.uk

The Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont Street
6pm – 10pm

Mark the Ashmolean’s first anniversary of its renovation
with a chorus of Happy Birthday and a slice of birthday
cake. View stunning photographs by James Hudson,
enjoy live music, explore the galleries after hours and
visit the blockbuster exhibition, The Pre-Raphaelites and
Italy.
www.ashmolean.org

Broad Street - Light Switch On
6.45pm and Performance Art

Stage from 4pm
Broad Street brings you the official
Light Switch at 6.45pm and a stage
bursting with talent. Local choirs and
dance groups offer a festive treat of
voice and dance performances from
4pm until late into the night. Visit the
website for full listing details.
www.oxfordinspires.org

Museum of Natural History & Pitt
Rivers Museum, South Parks

Road
Winter Light and Music
6pm – 10pm
A Christmas mix of light and darkness
with torch light tours of Pitt Rivers.
Enjoy music and movement and festive
refreshments.
www.prm.ox.ac.uk or
www.oum.ox.ac.uk

Museum of the History of Science,
Broad Street

Stars and Starlight
7pm – 11pm
Come and celebrate the 150th anniversary
of the beginnings of a revolution in
astronomy. Observe the Meteorite 
exhibition at night plus family activities
and entertainment.
www.mhs.ox.ac.uk
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This year’s
Christmas tree
in Broad Street
is sponsored by

The Tree Barn, Watlington
www.thetreebarn.co.uk

Lantern
procession

(Best view points are
Broad Street and
Queen Street)



KEEP your eye out for jolly Father Christmas
around the city on Light Night, and in the run
up to Christmas take a trip to his beautiful
grotto. 

Take a seat and listen to Father Christmas
tell you a story, visit him to tell him your wish
for Christmas and take your photo or get
involved in an activity workshop – there’s lots
of choice and lots of ways to have fun.

Workshops will vary at every session and
there will always be a choice of activities on
offer.

These will include making tree decorations,
jewellery, decorating wrapping paper and
creating spice pomanders.

Enjoy story telling, workshop activities or a
visit to see Father Christmas. Prices start
from £2.

Father Christmas is visiting the Town Hall
on the dates below from 10am till 4pm:

❆ Saturday 27 November
❆ Sunday 28 November
❆ Saturday 4 December
❆ Sunday 5 December
❆ Saturday 11 December
❆ Sunday 12 December
❆ Wednesday 15 December right through to

Thursday 23 December.

He’ll be settling down to tell you a story on
all these dates at 10.30am, 11.30am, 1.30pm
and 2.30pm.

TREAT yourself to mulled wine, mince pies and
other delicious treats throughout the evening – and
watch out for the fabulous marching K&G Youth
Band from Leiden, one of Oxford’s twin cities, 
making a colourful and festive appearance.

OVADA (Oxfordshire Visual Arts Development
Agency) has selected regional artists to show 
contemporary work including video, sound, light,

installation and performance within the beautiful
Grade II listed building.

Visitors are invited to explore the building and
see the Town Hall’s heritage in a new light. In the
Main Hall OVADA presents an affordable art fair
showcasing unique work by the best emerging art
students and practicing artists in the County.

www.ovada.org.uk 

More fun yule
not 
to miss

Tell Santa your
Christmas wish

❆ The Town Hall, one of the city’s most attractive and historic
buildings, is a resource for the whole community, encouraging
events that create community participation and opening up cultural
opportunities for everyone. There is something for everyone at the
Town Hall over the Christmas season. For more information visit www.oxfordtownhall.co.uk

Oxford Light Night at the Town Hall – 26 November

want

Maddy Prior & The Carnival Band 
Oxford Town Hall 
Tuesday 14 December, 8pm
Carols and Capers

A UNIQUE celebratory show of
Christmas music on renaissance
and modern instruments.

Maddy and the Carnival Band put
their inimitable stamp on familiar
and not-so-familiar festive fare with
a refreshing cavalier 
attitude and plenty of humour.

Tickets cost £15.50. Call 01865
252351 for more information.

Lord Mayor’s Christmas Carols 
Oxford Town Hall 
Sunday 19 December, 
2.30pm

ENJOY the tradition of carols with
the Lord Mayor. 

Money raised will go to the Lord
Mayor’s charities, The Valerie Taylor
Trust and the Thames Valley &
Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust.

Tickets cost £2 and are available
from the Town Hall from December 6.

Call 01865 252351 for more 
information. 

Handel’s Messiah 
Oxford Town Hall
Saturday 18 December,
7.30pm  

A CONCERT performance
of Handel’s Messiah by
the orchestra of St
John’s, conductor John
Lubbock.

Tickets are £15 and 
£25 and are available from
www.osj.org.uk or from
the box office on 0845
680 1962.
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