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NEW POOL FOR A
         NEW YEARDon’t miss...

Oxford Christmas
Light Festival

(21-23 Nov)

3 days of
brilliant fun
for families

See inside for full
details of events

THE city’s brand new swimming pool 
complex is on target to be completed 
in the New Year.

The Council has invested more than £9 
million to provide a facility that residents 
can really be proud of

The new Leys Pools & Leisure Centre 
will include an eight lane, 25 metre 
competition-standard swimming pool 
with moveable floor, a teaching pool, as 
well as a fun water area for children with 
jets and sprays, new changing facilities, 
sauna and a new reception and café area.

There will also be improved car parking 
at the leisure centre.

The facility will provide an excellent 
opportunity for casual swimming that 
can be enjoyed by people of all ages and 
abilities. It will also offer Oxford and the 
region a competition standard pool. 

The new building has been designed 
with the environment in mind; it will 
feature a wood chip fuelled boiler which 
the Council intends in the future to 
fuel using waste wood from its parks 
operations, a combined heat and power 
boiler (where surplus heat energy is 
reused to generate electricity for use in 

n Continues on page 3

Pupils from St John Fisher Primary School in  
Littlemore visiting the pool construction site
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Dear Friends and Residents,

We aRe fortunate to live in a city that is economically 
successful. Oxford has around 4000 businesses and 
120,000 jobs, contributing £4.7 billion each year to the UK 
economy, and the fifth highest Gross Value added per head 
of any city.

Our population grew by 10 per cent 
between 2001 and 2011, and jobs 
and people are forecast to carry on 
growing at that pace up to 2021 
and beyond. The downside of 
our success is, of course, the 
deepening crisis in housing 
that we can see all around us. 
Oxford overtook London as 
the least affordable city for 
housing in the 2013 Centre 
for Cities report, and leading 
businesses, the NHS and 
the universities all report 
difficulties in recruiting 
and retaining the 
employees that they 
need because of the 
lack of housing choice 
and affordability.

The recent county wide 
Housing assessment 
showed that Oxford 
needed around 30,000 
new homes in the next 15 
years. and, as a result 
of the lack of housing in 
the City, around 46,000 
people commute into 
Oxford each day on an 
increasingly congested 
and under resourced 
road network.

Cambridge faced very 
similar issues in the 
1990s, and businesses, 
the University and the local councils worked together to 
develop a successful strategy for housing and employment 
growth, that involved redrawing the Green Belt boundaries 
to allow new settlements around the edge of the City.

The City Council has drawn up a set of strategic growth 
options for Oxford as part of the discussions with our 
neighbouring districts which, as in Cambridge, seek to 
protect the city’s historic character and landscape setting 
while creating sustainable urban extensions that can be 
served by short distance transport links.

Six possible areas for urban extensions have been 
identified including some parts of the current Green Belt 
that could be released for development. These options can 
be seen on the Council website in ‘Investing in Oxford’s 
Future’. Oxford’s future will depend on the planning choices 
made in the next couple of years. Please join in the debate!

Councillor Bob Price 
Leader of Oxford City Council
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FOr most people, a page full of statistics, 
graphs and tables is not much more than a 
screaming headache. 

But for Oxford City Council’s Social Research 
Officer, Mark Fransham, they are fascinating. 
So much in fact he uses them to produce what 
he calls his ‘Chart of The Month’ displays that 
over the years have become a much-anticipated 
event in the Council calendar.

So here, just to entertain and educate in equal 
measure, we have reproduced one of Mark’s 
latest charts detailing Oxford’s commuting 
habits.

Oxford’s economy has been growing. The 
number of people working in the city increased 
from 86,000 to 100,000 over the last decade, 
according to the 2011 Census.

Two-thirds of these people had their main 
job in one of three places – the city centre 
(including Oxford University, shops and offices), 
Headington (Oxford Brookes, hospitals) and 
Cowley (MINI Plant, business & retail parks, bus 
depots).  

The number of people commuting to Oxford 
for work has also been increasing, alongside a 
growth in the number of city residents in work. 

In 2011, 46,000 of Oxford’s 100,000 workers 
commuted in to the city, an increase of 6,000 
since 2001.

Most people commuted in from adjacent local 
authority areas – the highest being nearly 11,000 
people from Vale of White Horse district but 
some commuted significant distances.

For example, 1,400 people commuted from 
London.  

One third of Oxfordshire’s jobs are in the 
city, and it is the only local authority area in the 
county where the number of people commuting 
in is greater than the number commuting out.  

Understanding these commuting patterns 
matters, because we have important decisions 
to make over the coming years about how to 
reduce carbon emissions from transport, reduce 
traffic congestion and where to build homes – 
and ensure that all of the city’s residents benefit 
from Oxford’s growing economy. 

The ins and outs
of commuting

Housing solution scoops top award
ONE of the world’s most prestigious awards, 
second only to the Nobel Prize in monetary 
terms, has been won for a study based 
around finding solutions to Oxford’s long 
standing shortage of affordable housing.

The 2014 Wolfson economics Prize, worth 
£250,000, set the challenge of asking ‘How 
would you deliver a new Garden City which is 
visionary, economically viable, and popular?’

Garden cities are a method of urban 
planning that was initiated in 1898 by Sir 
ebenezer Howard. Garden cities are intended 
to be planned, self-contained communities 

surrounded by ‘greenbelts’ and have been cited 
by the government as credible responses to the 
UK’s housing shortage.

In the prize winning entry, developed by David 
Rudlin of urban design consultancy Urbed, 
Mr Rudlin says: “We targeted historic cities 
with populations of 100,000 to 200,000 and 
explored the implications of doubling their size 
through a series of urban extensions.”

The final submission illustrated how it would 
be possible to double the size of a fictional, 
historic city (and then applied those ideas to 
the very real issues being faced in Oxford).
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Oxford is the only local authority area in the 
county where the number of inbound 
commutes is greater than outbound.   

• Almost half of Oxford’s workforce (45,900 people 

or 46%) commuted into the area in 2011.  

Despite the increase in absolute numbers (an 

additional 5,800 people), this is a slightly lower 
proportion than in 2001.   

 

• The greatest number of inbound commutes, and 
the greatest increase in number of journeys 

since 2001, is from Vale of White Horse: 10,800 

commutes, 1,100 more than in 2001. 
 

• Most other inbound commuters travelled from 

elsewhere in Oxfordshire, in a similar pattern to 

2001.  

Outbound commuting from Oxford has 
increased since 2001 although below the 
growth in inbound commuting. 

• 16,000 employed Oxford residents (23%) travel 
out of the district to work elsewhere, compared 

with 45,900 travelling in: 1,900 more than in 

2001.  

• The greatest number of outbound commutes 
from Oxford was to other Oxfordshire districts 

and London, with Vale of White Horse the most 

common destination. 

• The number of journeys to South Oxfordshire, 

Cherwell and London increased since 2001 (by a 

total of 1,200), whilst commutes to Vale of White 
Horse fell very slightly (by less than 100).   
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Top areas of residence of 
inbound commuters to Oxford 

Top workplaces for outbound 
commuters from Oxford 

 

70,245 Oxford residents in employment  
 (+10,054 since 2001) 

 
 

 

 
 

100,084 people working in Oxford  
(+14,312 since 2001) 
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Part of a briefing prepared by Oxfordshire County Council Research and Intelligence Team, the District Data Analysis Service and Oxford City Council.  The full briefing is at 
tinyurl.com/le5jwxv, with more info at oxford.gov.uk/oxfordstats or interactive tools at insight.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/travel-3.  The next briefing will be about mode of travel to work. 

inbound outbound 
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… and on top of that, the new 
Blackbird Leys Pavilion officially 
opened during – appropriately – the 
Leys Festival back in September.

The pavilion, which is owned by 
the City Council  and run by Fusion 
Lifestyle, is now home to the Leys 
Football Alliance which is made up 
of Blackbird FC and Greater Leys 
FC. The brand new facility consists 
of changing rooms, officials rooms, 
toilets and a tuck shop.

Nick Courtney-Cramp, part of 
the Leys Football Partnership and 
Chair of Greater Leys said: “The 
new pavilion is a huge step forward 
for both clubs. It puts us on a 
par with the rest of the county’s 
football clubs.

“Every team needs somewhere 
to call home and now we have one. 
It will also produce an income for 

both teams and will help secure 
a stable financial future for both 
clubs.

It has also helped to break down 
barriers between the two clubs and 
now we’re helping each other for 
one great cause that is children’s 
and youth football.”

David Hunt, General Manager 
of Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
and the new pavilion says: “The 
opening of the new pavilion is 
another step towards making 
the centre one of the top leisure 
facilities in the region.

“The new pool building is 
progressing well and with 
improvements also taking place to 
the current building, by 2015, we 
will have a fantastic leisure and 
sports complex serving everyone in 
Oxford.”

Great result for Leys soccer

IN THe Summer 2014 issue, we 
unfortunately credited the top right 
hand picture on page 11 to the wrong 
photographer. The credit read Derek 
Wells when it should have read James 
Sutton. Our apologies to Mr Sutton.

Credit where it’s due...

the building), a large solar electric panel 
array capable of generating over 5 per 
cent of the power for the building from 
the sun each year  and the latest low 
energy lighting technologies (LeDs) that 
consume 80 per cent less energy than 
conventional lighting. 

This construction is the latest step in 
the City Council’s modernisation and 
improvement programme for public 
leisure facilities, following on from the 
improvements at Barton and Ferry 
Leisure Centres and the Ice Rink. While 
the Council have been developing the 
pool, management partners Fusion 
Lifestyle have been improving the 
current building with upgrades to the 
Gym and the Sports hall.

£200,000 will be invested in extending 
and modernising the gym. It will be 
increased in size and fully stocked 
with the latest fitness equipment in 
December. Whilst in the sports hall, 
new nets, flooring and decor will be 
completed by the end of November at a 
cost of over £50,000.

David Hunt, General Manager of the 
centre “It is very rewarding to see the 
new centre taking shape on schedule. 
The new studio and crèche have been 
well received and the soft play area is 
already proving very popular with local 
families.

Work has already started on the 
Sports Hall improvements and the gym 
improvements will start very soon

“When the new competition pool, fun 
pool, sauna and pavilion are completed 

A new pool for a
           new year

and added to the existing facilities the 
Leys Pools & Leisure Complex will have 
a top quality leisure complex for the 
whole of Oxford. I am also pleased to 
announce that the first 250 people to sign 
up to an annual Choice membership for 
Leys Pools and Leisure Centre will get 3 
months FRee and the next 250 will get 2 
months FRee! anyone interested should 
call the centre or email to LeysPools@
fusion-lifestyle.com.”

There will also be a great offer 
available for existing Temple Cowley 
Pools members coming to the new site.

Temple Cowley Pools and the existing 
small Blackbird Leys Pool will be closed 
once the new pool is open. Fusion 
Lifestyle will be contacting all members 
of these facilities about transfer 

arrangements. Full updates on the 
progress of the development can be 
found at www.oxford.gov.uk/leisure

Oxford City Council run the 
city's leisure centres in partnership 
with Fusion, a registered charity whose 
primary objectives are to provide 
facilities and services in the interests of 
the social and physical welfare of local 
communities.

Fusion aims to provide a sustainable 
service which enables people of all ages 
and abilities to access a healthy lifestyle 
(www.fusion-lifestyle.com)

n From page 1

Pictures: The Leys Pools & Leisure Centre at various stages of construction



u The MJ achievements award 2014
Oxford city council were the recipients of 
the award for Best achieving Council at 
The MJ achievements awards this June.

This coveted award highlights success 
not just in one department or project 
but across the whole organisation. 
The judges look for councils driving 
forward innovation and displaying high 
performance across the authority.

Having invested in developing the 
city in terms of housing, economy and 
community, the council won the award 
for displaying strong in-house services, 
with a core focus on inward investment 
and growth in the city.

u Investors in People (IIP) Gold level 
accreditation
Oxford City Council has achieved Gold 
level status from Investors In People, 
an award given to only seven per cent 
of organisations in the scheme. The 
Government agency runs the scheme 
based on criteria such as learning and 
development, quality of management 
and how performance is measured. The 
honour – which the council has been 
working towards since 2009 – came 
despite a 47 per cent cut in Government 
financial support from 2010 to 2016.

u Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) 
Thames Valley awards 2014
Oxford City Council is part of a 
partnership which has won the 
environmental engineering and 
Sustainability award for the Kennington 
Road Flood alleviation works in Oxford.

The winning team behind the project 
includes – Optimise (water) LLP, Thames 
Water, the environment agency, Network 
Rail, Oxfordshire County Council, 
Oxford City Council and the Vale of the 

Year of stunning
awards success
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White Horse District Council.

u Placemaking Award 2014
Oxford City Council has won the award 
for Development Management at the 
inaugural Placemaking awards.

The award goes to the authority which 
best demonstrates how exceptional 
development management has been 
used to improve the physical and 
environmental quality of a place or 
the economic and social well-being of 
its community. Oxford City Council’s 
nomination came as a result of the way 
in which it has delivered much needed 
housing – importantly affordable housing 
– over the last year.

u Improvement and Efficiency Social 
Enterprise (IESE) – Improvement and 
Efficiency awards 2014
Oxford City Council’s welfare reform 
team was awarded the Gold award for 
the category ‘Working Together’. They 
have worked innovatively with local 
partners to help those people affected 
by benefit changes get work. Working 
to ensure the right partner(s) are used to 
provide the specialist support required.

u Oxfordshire Youth Awards 2014 - 
February 2014
Three Oxford City Council projects 
offered to young people in the city were 
nominated for 'Best Youth Project of 
the Year' at the prestigious Oxfordshire 
Youth awards 2014.

The projects were Youth ambition 
Programme, Positive Futures Young 
Leaders and Positive Futures Freedom 
Football. all of these projects work with 
young people that come from areas of 
deprivation and / or experience varying 
levels of disadvantage and inspire them 

to reach and achieve positive outcomes.
u UK Community Energy Awards
Oxford City Council are the winners of 
first ever UK Community energy awards 
in the Local authority Partnerships 
category. The award recognises that 
Oxford City Council is leading the way 
in the UK in supporting local community 
energy organisations. The winners were 
announced at an awards ceremony at 
our very own Town Hall on 4 September.

Community energy is an important 
part of the UK energy picture. By taking 
ownership of local energy production 
Oxford residents and communities can 
become more resilient and help reduce 
the cost of fuel bills.

In recent years the council has 
supported community-led energy 
projects by establishing the Low Carbon 
Hub as a resource for communities, by 
accessing grant funding from central 
government and the european Union 
and by providing a loan facility to enable 
the Low Carbon Hub to implement 
community-owned renewable energy 
projects. The Low Carbon Hub was 
launched on 23 September, offering 
local people an opportunity to invest in 
local energy schemes.

u 2014 Local Government Chronicle 
Awards Nominations - January 2014
Oxford City Council was selected as a 
finalist in the two categories at the 2014 
Local Government Chronicle awards.

The Investigation Team and the Welfare 
Reform team were both shortlisted in two 
separate categories for the awards. The 
Investigation Team was shortlisted for 
the Tackling Fraud award. The Welfare 
Reform Team was shortlisted with their 
entry Universal Credit La Led Pilot for the 
Team of the Year award.

u Green Fleet of the year Award 
Nomination - February 2014
Oxford City Council was shortlisted 
for the Fleet News 'Green Fleet of the 
Year award'. The Fleet News awards 
recognise the best people, companies 
and vehicles in the fleet industry.

The Green Fleet of the Year award 
rewards forward looking fleets that have 
introduced initiatives to reduce their 
CO2 emissions year-on-year, delivering 
financial and environmental benefits.

u Association of Public Service 
Excellence (APSE) Service Awards
It was a double triumph for the City 
of Dreaming Spires at this year’s 
association of Public Service excellence 
(aPSe) Service awards as Oxford City 
Council scooped the ‘Best Service 
Team’ title in two categories.

The City Council’s Motor Transport 
team won top prize in the Transport & 
Fleet category whilst the fantastic Youth 
ambition programme claimed the top 
gong for Sports, Leisure & Culture.

By Chris Harvey
Organisational Development  
and Learning Manager for  
Oxford City Council
 
THe Council has been on a 
journey over the last few years 
to transform itself into a forward 
thinking, modern and efficient 
authority, focused on delivering 
excellent services to the 
communities and customers of 
Oxford.

A key factor within this is the 
recognition that our employees 
are critical to success and need 
to be highly engaged, motivated 
and empowered. 

The IIP Gold award means 
exactly that – we have excellent 
levels of people management 
where employees are valued 
and both personal and team 
performance is recognised.

It also highlights that personal 
development and learning is part 
of the continuous improvement 
culture.

I can’t stress enough what this 
award really means both in terms 
of the business benefits and in 
what we set out to achieve.

For me personally, I think this 
is one of the best organisations 
to work for if you want to work 
hard, be truly valued for your 
contribution and be able to 
develop yourself and your career.

Staff at Oxford City Council 
applaud their latest success

IT’S been an amazing year for Oxford 
City Council and we have the awards 
to prove it! Not only have we been 
awarded Investors In People Gold 
status and won Best Achieving 

Council at the recent MJ (Municipal 
Journal) Awards, but we’ve also 
collected a whole host of other 
notable awards too. And here, in no 
particular order, are just a few...

A
moment of
recognition

golden

From left, actor Hugh Dennis with MJ Award winners, Best Achieving 
Council, Tim Sadler, Jackie Yates, David Edwards and Neil Lupin



TACKLING 
TENANCY FRAUD

In partnership with:

Building a world-class city for everyone

If you know of any illegal sub-letting contact the Investigation Team on:
01865 252025 | tenancyfraud@oxford.gov.uk | www.oxford.gov.uk/reportit
All information provided is treated with the strictest of confi dence.

If you are sub-letting your social housing 
property you will:

Face a two year prison sentence.

Face a £5,000 fi ne.

Be asked to pay back any profi t made 
from sub-letting.

Come clean on 
Tenancy Fraud today.

OWN UP
LOCK UP

OR

TENANCY FRAUD: 

Twitter
n Oxford City Council
@OxfordCity

Tweets from Oxford City Council, UK. 
Please feel free to get in touch with 
enquiries/issues about Oxford or the 
Council. account monitored Mon-Fri, 
9am-5pm.

n Oxford Town Hall
@OxfordTownHall
Tweets from Oxford Town Hall - the 
venue for all occasions. Find out about 
upcoming events. Please feel free to 
get in touch with enquiries/issues.

n recycle for Oxford
@Recycle4Oxford
Oxford City Council's Recycling team. 
Please feel free to get in touch with 
any queries or issues surrounding 
recycling, waste disposal and bins in 
Oxford.

n Oxford City Council Jobs
@OCC_Jobs
Tweets from Jobs team at Oxford City 
Council – keeping you up to date with 
current job vacancies at the Council.

n Stats about Oxford
@OxCityStats
Statistics about Oxford, from Oxford 
City Council's Social Research Team.

n Oxford City Carbon Team
@OCC_CarbonTeam
Tweets from Oxford City Council's 
environmental Sustainability Team. 
Please feel free to get in touch.

n Oxford’s Christmas
@OXChristmas
We especially love Christmas but 
are here all year round talking about 
events, lifestyle and fun in Oxford.

n Culture @Oxford City
@OCC_Culture
We are the team responsible for 
the city's cultural funding and 
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development, the Museum of Oxford 
and events including Christmas Light 
Night and Dancin' Oxford.

n Oxford Twinning
@OxTwinning
News and events from Oxford City 
Council's Twinning and International 
Links Team. Celebrating our links with 
Bonn, Leiden, Grenoble, Perm and León.

n Oxford City Tenants
@OCC_Involve
Oxford City Council's Tenant 
Involvement Team. If you're an Oxford 
City Council housing tenant, get 
involved in the conversation and help 
shape our services.

n Oxford City Welfare reform Team
@OxWelfareReform
Oxford City Council's Welfare Reform 
team, supporting residents though 
various benefit changes and designing 
new services required for Universal 
Credit.

n Oxford City Communities and 
Neighbourhoods Team
@OxCityCommunity
Welcome from the Communities and 
Neighbourhoods team at Oxford City 
Council. We work across Oxford to 
make all our city’s neighbourhoods 
great places to live.

n Museum of Oxford City Council
@MuseumofOxford
The interactive #exploreOxford 
galleries in Oxford Town Hall tell the 
story of the city and its people. Tweets 
by the #MoO Team.

 
Facebook
n Oxford City Council
www.facebook.com/OxfordCityCouncil

Official Oxford City Council Facebook 
page. 'Like' us to get updates direct to 
your news feed. Please feel free to get 
in touch with enquiries/issues. Page is 

monitored Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm 
except on Bank Holidays.

n Oxford Parks
www.facebook.com/parksoxford

Official Facebook page for the Parks 
Team at Oxford City Council, UK. 'Like' 
us to get updates.

n Communities and  
Neighbourhood – Oxford
www.facebook.com/OxCityCommunity
Working across Oxford to develop 
strong communities. This page is 
managed by official representatives of 
Oxford City Council.
Please email us at  
communities@oxford.gov.uk with any 
comments or questions.

n Oxford City Tenant  
Involvement
www.facebook.com/pages/
Oxford-City-Tenant-Involvement/ 
586036988144867
Oxford City Council's Tenant 
Involvement Team.
If you're an Oxford City Council 
housing tenant, get involved in the 
conversation and help shape our 
service. 

n Oxford Youth Ambition
www.facebook.com/OxfordYouthAmbition
The Oxford Youth ambition programme 
strives to engage young people in 
positive activities and by doing so 
help them broaden their ambition and 
capabilities.

Get   weetwise!
THe appeal of social media is obvious. 
It is everywhere and it has very quickly 
woven its way into the fabric of many 
people's daily lives.

We are using social media as 
another way to communicate with our 
residents and to keep you informed 
of the work we are doing. We have a 
wide range of social media accounts 
on many different topics. This means 
that you can follow us depending on 
your individual areas of interest.

You can find out about your rubbish 
collections or keep track of the 
Council’s latest job vacancies on one 
of our Twitter accounts. You can also 
share your experiences of events at 
Oxford Town Hall or find out about 
upcoming fitness classes at our leisure 
centres on one of our Facebook 
pages.

Visit the Social Media page of our 
website to find a full list of accounts 
and start following us today  
www.oxford.gov.uk/socialmedia

Please feel free to get in touch 

with us on any of our accounts if you 
have any queries about Oxford or the 
Council.

Generally, accounts are monitored 
from Monday to Friday and we will 
always try and get back to you as 
soon as possible. Please let us know 
if you have any ideas about the kind 

of information you think we should be 
sharing on our social media channels 
– all ideas are welcome.

Tweet us @OxfordCity or leave a 
comment on our Facebook page www.
facebook.com/OxfordCityCouncil

and here are just a few for you to 
start following.



WIN a meal in captivating  surroundings 

CHiLL OuT AT iCe SPeCTACuLAR 
THIS winter sees the return of the 
spectacular Christmas Ice Show at 
Oxford Ice rink.

Held on Saturday 13 and Sunday 
14 December with shows at 3pm and 

6pm, this is sure to get you in the 
festive mood. Tickets are still available, 
so make sure you get yours in time.
n For more information, call Oxford 
Ice rink on 01865 305010.

WITH Christmas just around the 
corner, it’s time to start dreaming 
of indulging yourself, and thanks to 
Malmaison Oxford, you and three 
friends can do it in style – festive style.

The chic, stylish hotel, transformed 
beautifully out of the city’s now closed 
prison, is offering one lucky Your  
Oxford reader the chance to enjoy 
brunch for four, with a bottle of ‘mal-
plonk’ thrown in to get the party started.

Indeed, for a leisurely, festive Sunday 
brunch with a difference, there really is 
nothing like Malmaison.

enjoy a selection of unlimited hors 
d’oeuvres from its famous chef’s table, 
soup of the day and a selection of Mal 
classic dishes including roast beef or 
turkey with all the trimmings. And finally 
why not finish with an indulgent dessert 
whilst you cast your eyes across the 
hotel’s legendary cocktail menu…

Plus, don’t forget that on New Year’s 
eve, the hotel will be throwing a classic 
Jailhouse Party. So in order to stand a 
chance of winning, remember to fill in 
the attached coupon.
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What’s On

OxFOrD Town Hall is a beautiful and 
historic building, a perfect venue for 
weddings, conferences, concerts or, 
as the home of the Museum of Oxford, 
simply exploring.

23 October - December 18 (Monday 
to Saturday, 10am - 4pm): Charity 
Christmas Card Sale. For more 
information, contact Oxford Town Hall on 
01865 252351.
2 & 3 December: Christian aid Big 
Sing Concert, a charity carol concert to 
raise money for Christian aid, for more 
information call Christian aid on 020 

Showtime at 
the Town Hall

7523 2248 or email sing@christian-aid.org
5 December: Hillsong Church Service. 
For more information, call Oxford Town 
Hall on 01865 252351.
6 December (10.30am - 4.30pm): 
Oxford Green Fair, a celebration of 
all things green. You will find ethical 
Christmas presents, great food and drink 
and can gather information for your next 
eco-project. For more information, visit 
www.greenoxfordshire.com.
11 - 21 December: a Dickens of a Good 
Christmas Party, a week of Dickensian-
themed Christmas parties at Oxford 
Town Hall. For more information, or to 
book tickets, call 01865 252525 or email 
townhall@oxford.gov.uk
21 December: Lord Mayor’s Carol 
Concert, a carol concert to raise money 
for the Lord Mayor’s charities. For more 
information, call Oxford Town Hall on 
01865 252351.
4 January: Oxford Philomusica New 
Year Concert. For more information, call 

Oxford Philomusica on 01865 987 222 or 
email info@oxfordphil.com
31 January: Vintage Fair‚ a celebration 
of all that is vintage, expect stalls 
of vintage clothing, jewellery and 
accessories. For more information, email 
info@thevintagefair.com or visit the 
website at www.thevintagefair.com
6 - 8 February: Oxford International art 
Fair‚ a showcase of the best artists from 
around the world. For more information, 
email office@globalartagency.
com or visit the website at www.
oxfordinternationartfair.com
21 February: Oxford Orpheus Come 
and Sing Concert‚ a fundraising charity 
concert. For more information, call 
01865 552855 or visit the website at 
www.oxfordorpheus.com
22 February: Chinese New Year 
Celebrations, a celebration and festivities 
for Oxford’s Chinese community. For 
more information, contact Oxford Town 
Hall on 01865 252351.

"



WIN a meal in captivating  surroundings 

OxFOrD’S theatres have got together 
with Oxford City Council to offer 
readers of Your Oxford one of the 
best Christmas stockings imaginable.

So for those who can’t 
imagine celebrating the 
festive season without a 
visit to the panto, the city’s 
own Oxford Playhouse is 
offering a truly feel-good prize – TeN 
tickets (yes, you read that right), 10 
tickets to enjoy ‘Beauty and The Beast’ 
on Saturday, December 13 at 11am.

The magical, musical adventure runs 
from Friday December 5 to Sunday 18 
January. With sing-a-long tunes, plenty 
of panto mischief, lashings of silliness 
and fabulous dancing, get ready to boo, 
cheer and yell ‘he’s behind you!’

and in order to have a chance of 
winning, all you have to do is fill in the 
entry coupon below, send it in to us 
here at the below address and keep 
your fingers crossed.
n For further information, contact the 
Playhouse on 01865 305305 or book 
online at www.oxfordplayhouse.com

NOT to be outdone, 
Oxford’s New Theatre is 
offering one lucky reader 
the chance to win FOUR 
tickets to each of the 
following THRee shows (on the dates 
noted) –
l Shrek The Musical – Friday 
November 14
l riverdance – Tuesday, November 25
l Magic of Motown – Thursday, 
December 4

Direct from the West end, Shrek is 
based on the award-winning Dreamworks 
animation film and is this year’s must-see 
show for the whole family!

The astonishing Riverdance is now 
celebrating its 20th anniversary Tour 
and gives Riverdance fans old and 
new, the opportunity to celebrate an 
incredible milestone. and, altogether 
now, ‘Ooooh ooh…’ The Magic of 
Motown celebrates 50 years of UK No1 
hit singles for one night only.

But if that weren’t enough, the winner 
will aLSO receive for each of these 
shows the theatre’s Red Label package 
for the ambassador Lounge, which will 
see them and their guests receive entry 
to the lounge, a welcome drink (a glass 
of prosecco for over 18s or a non-
alcoholic alternative), savoury nibbles 
and a free cloakroom. 

again, in order to have a chance of 
winning, all you have to do is fill in the 
entry coupon and send it to us here.
n For further information, call 0844 871 
3020 or go to www.tickets.com

aND last but not 
least, Oxford’s 
Pegasus theatre is 
hosting a wonderful season of autumn 
treats including their traditional family 
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Showtime at 
the Town Hall

Competition entry coupon

Name

Address

Phone number

Send your form to Press Office, Oxford City Council, 
Town Hall, St Aldate’s, Oxford OX1 1BX or hand 
into the Town Hall reception by Wednesday 12 
November.

        Oxford Playhouse
       

       New Theatre

       Pegasus 

Winners will be notified soon after the closing date. 
Don’t forget to tick the theatre whose competition 
you are entering. Good luck!

"

"
Christmas show which this year is The 
Snow Queen, The Princess and the 
Pea in November and Funday Sunday 
Puppets Go Wild at the beginning of 
December.

Better still, the Pegasus is offering is 
one lucky Your Oxford reader and their 
family the chance to attend all three!

The family ticket for four (which must 
contain at least 1 adult and 2 children) 
is for – The Princess and the Pea on 
Friday 21 November at 2pm or 4.30pm, 
Funday Sunday Puppets Go Wild on 

WIN               tickets 
to some great shows

golden 

Competition entry coupon

Name

Address

Phone number

"

"

Send your form to Press Office, Oxford City Council, 
Town Hall, St Aldate’s, Oxford OX1 1BX or hand into the 
Town Hall reception by Friday November 21.

Winners will be notified soon after the closing date. 

n For further information, call  
Malmaison on 0844 693 0659 or go to 
www.malmaison.com/oxford

Beauty and The Beast at Oxford Playhouse

Shrek The Musical at the New Theatre

7 December at 
either 11am or 
2pm, The Snow 
Queen (any 
performance 
from Friday 5 
to Friday 19 
December).
n For further 
information 
on these and 
other shows, 
go to www.
pegasustheatre.
org.uk or call 
01865 812160. Puppet fun at Pegasus

Image: Helen Maybanks
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DANCIN’ Oxford (Dance Festival) 
returns this Autumn with an 
exciting week of dance for all the 
family!

Over half term, the festival offers 
a range of inspiring and fun dance 

workshops (for all ages) including 
two special workshops for the whole 
family, street dance with Body Politic, 
plus an opportunity to work with four 
of the UK’s top urban dance pioneers 
as part of the UniteUK tour.

Get ready to move 
and groove!

There will be a visit to Oxford by 
explosive contemporary dance theatre 
company C-12 and their exciting 
new show Shhh! (an innovative and 
powerful piece of dance theatre), plus 
opportunity to take part in a dance 
workshop led by the company at 
Oxford’s Central Library!

The ever-popular Baby Boogie 
returns to Pegasus Theatre (for 5’s & 
under and their families), and we are 
teaming up with The Ultimate Picture 
Palace to include the big screen!

a welcome opportunity to immerse 
yourself in two classic films with 
dance as a central theme.

Strong stories and magnetic dance 

routines make these perfect for a 
family outing.

Bring your children, parents and 
grandparents! Dancin’ Oxford offers 
something for everyone.
n For full festival updates and details 
visit: www.dancinoxford.co.uk.

Fun-packed week for all the family 
as city’s popular dance fest returns

NO ONE in Oxford needs reminding 
about the freedom of the bike.

Cycling is the quickest and cheapest 
way to get around town, not to mention 
the most fun – and the healthiest.

The freedom of the bike is obvious to 
Oxfordites – but what about the faff of 
the bike?

The rigmarole of leaving the house 
with everything you need can take as 
long as the journey itself. You know the 
scene: you’re on your bike outside your 
house and you’re about to ride way.

Suddenly you realise you’ve forgotten 
your (delete as appropriate) bike lock 
/ bike lock key / waterproof / gloves / 
helmet / lights / working batteries for 
the lights / pannier bag. 

The faff of the bike is almost enough 
to put you off cycling altogether. Then 
there’s (delete or not) the weather 
/ potholes / hills / congestion / 
overheating to contend with. It’s almost 
enough to make driving around town 
seem attractive.

With a car, you can’t forget your 
lights. Mine even tells me when a light 
blub needs changing, and which one. 
Cycling always has been a bit more 
DIY than driving, though arguably it’s a 
better work-out for the brain. 

Your lights are your most important 

piece of kit at this time of year. When 
the clocks go back on 26th October, 
our evenings will be plunged into 
premature darkness while farmers in 
the Outer Hebrides dance a jig of joy 
for their extra hour of morning light. 

It’s a real conscious effort for cyclists 
to be lit, rather than something that’s 
automatically there as with a car. The 
good news is that lighting options 
for 21st century cyclists are literally 
brilliant.

Gone are the days of those dreadful 
everReadys, the size and weight of 
half a brick. LeD-bulb technology has 
evolved quickly in the past ten years.

Cateye have cornered the budget 
market with a fine range of superbright 
LeD lights and all the local shops 
stock them. You can’t go wrong with 
Cateyes, but you must remember not 
to leave them on your bike. I’ve had a 
few stolen which, at £30+ per unit, is a 
dark experience. Flashing red LeDs for 
the rear should complete your all-round 
protection – go for the cluster variety 
rather than a simple pair of flashing 
LeDs.

Don’t be left in the dark! Take your 
lights every morning even if you don’t 
plan to return after dark, and check 
your batteries aren’t flat once a week. 

Pedal Power 
By James Styring – cycling columnist for the Oxford Mail

Viewing winter in a new light
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Giving from 
the art
Amazing art for Christmas
with Oxfordshire Artweeks
21-23 November 2014
at venues across the city

OvEr the weekend of 22–23 
November 201 (11am-6pm) dozens 
of venues in and around Oxford 
will open their doors and welcome 
you in to see original art, jewellery, 
pottery and other goodies ahead 
of Christmas as many Oxfordshire 
Artweeks artists and designer-makers 
host free Christmas exhibitions for 
inspired Christmas shopping.

and with cards, pottery, jewellery, 
painting, photography, sculpture, 
furniture, textiles, glass and silverware 
fit for a king, you’ll be able to find 
unusual locally-made presents for 
everyone. 

You can explore a great range of art 
in West Oxford Community Centre on 
the Botley Road; over at east Oxford’s 
Magdalen Road Studios you’ll find 
music and lights for Christmas Light 
Night as well as a  pop up shop over 
the weekend with art under £100, or 
head over to the artweeks marketplace 
downstairs at the ashmolean on 
Oxford’s Christmas Light Night Friday 
21 (7-10pm) and Sunday 23 November 
(11-4pm) for a range of art and small 
gifts on a festive theme by a variety of 
artweeks artists and craftspeople.

artweeks is an ‘open studios’ event, 
an opportunity to support the city’s 
local economy, to enjoy the visual 
arts in a relaxed and friendly way, and 
share a mince pie and maybe a glass 
of mulled wine with the makers in their 
homes, studios and other community 
spaces. all events are free.

For more information on Oxfordshire 
artweeks at Christmas browse the 
full list of these weekend exhibitions 
by areas, artist or creative medium 
complete with maps, and check out the 
many other artweeks artists and venues 
hosting or taking part in exhibitions 
throughout November and December 
2014 on their individual artist galleries 
at www.artweeks.org.

The ashmolean artweeks 
marketplace is on Friday 21 7-10pm 
and Sunday 23 (11-4pm).  
Other venues open 22 & 23 November 
from 11-6pm, or at different times listed 
individually on-line. 

OXFORD has a magnetic 
pull on me that is every bit 
as effective as gravity. 

When I first arrived in the 
mid ‘80s, aged just 20, I 
immediately fell head over 
heels in love with the city. 
So much so that when 
attempting to move away 
in later years (twice) for 
another kind of love, I soon 
realised where my heart 
truly belonged and hastily 
returned.

Tottering down Oxford’s 
streets in my wickedly 
(uncomfortable) pointed 
suede shoes in the early days, I would 
probably have been sporting bizarre 
attire. However, not a single eyebrow 
was ever raised.

I’d travelled to the beautiful city of 
dreaming spires and found myself in 
the capital of tolerance – an attitude 
that remains today (although I now 
dress far more conventionally).

The city’s buzz impressed me 
from day one. That unique blend of 
residents, students and visitors always 
makes for a lively, happening vibe – 
and I initially soaked it up by taking 
on a bar job. My intention was to be 
a barmaid for just a few weeks, but 
I had so much fun I was still at it a 

couple of years later.
It was at Oxford I 

discovered the joys of 
theatre going, dining out 
(firm favourite was Browns 
where they would, oh so 
exotically, drizzle your 
salad with Thousand Island 
dressing) and sipping mulled 
wine in quaint hostelries 
steeped in history.

Three decades later 
everything remains just as 
great (although the salad 
dressing option has moved 
on). Meanwhile, the city has 
seamlessly evolved with its 

wealth of new offerings whilst retaining 
all of its earlier charm.

Oxford continuously wows me, I 
never take its beauty for granted and 
I’m amazed at how much I have still 
to explore. Occasionally someone will 
steer me down an unfamiliar street 
as a detour on a regular journey and 
I’ll be completely wowed at what 
I discover – be it a fantastic green 
space, a charming little square, a 
glimpse into a stunning college quad 
or a path to the river bank.

No wonder I often bump into a film 
crew committing the wonder of the 
city to the screen. and no wonder I’m 
glued fast to the place.

My Oxford – a personal take on our great city

An enduring love affair

Single mother of two, 
aged 49, who works in 
communications in the 
centre of Oxford

By Annette
Cunningham

Find a unique present for someone special

Get ready to move 
and groove!

THe Story Museum will have a sprinkling of fairy dust 
this Christmas, with winter treats on offer for all ages. 

The courtyard will receive a winter makeover, complete 
with Christmas tree, while the shop will be stocked with 
story-themed Christmas presents, and you can even 
make your own at our ‘Crafty Santa’ sessions (see the 
website for times and prices).

The Museum’s popular 26 Characters exhibition 
(described by a visitor as ‘a love song to stories’) 
will close briefly from 2 November for some rest 
and repair, then re-open on 21 November for 
weekends only until February 2015. 

The exhibition takes you on a journey through 
story worlds: walk the deck of a pirate ship, peep 
into the Borrowers’ living room, and go through 
the wardrobe into Narnia, where it’s always winter 
but never Christmas.

In December, The Story Museum presents its 
own special show which will bring well-known 
festive tales to life with song and storytelling, 
including A Christmas Carol and The elves and the 
Shoemaker.

Find out more, including dates and times, on the 
website: www.storymuseum.org.uk/christmas

Bewitching fun 

Portrait: Cambridge Jones
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OxFOrD City Council is an efficient and 
effective council which is committed to 
achieving greater outcomes through leaner 
delivery.

Against a background of change where 
everybody has had to work harder and 
become more productive, staff morale has 
remained high.

This is in large part because, for the City 
Council, efficiency is not an end in itself.

Increased efficiency and long term 
financial planning has enabled the Council 
to manage reductions in funding from 
central government while at the same time 
safeguarding the vulnerable from cuts in the 
services that they require, narrowing the 
gap between rich and poor in our city, and 
avoiding compulsory redundancies in the 
Council’s workforce.

So here, in no particular order, are just 
some of the efficiency measures we have 
introduced. The Council has: 

n Saved around £8 million in efficiency 
savings over the last four years alone with 
more to come

n Delivered high quality services with 
around 75 per cent of performance targets 
met or exceeded

n Introduced a single corporate call centre, 
one council number, and an extremely 
ambitious Lagan CrM implementation. 
Our call centre deals with nearly 263,000 
calls annually. Last year we resolved 90 
per cent of queries at the first point of 
contact

n Brought in the Offices for the Future 
programme providing modernised offices 
with a 30 per cent reduction in space

n Introduced flexible working practices, 
including home working

n Streamlined support services and 
processes

n Achieved a 41 per cent reduction in 
sickness absence as a result of improved 
staff morale and robust performance 
management

n Established a mature and productive 
relationship with Trade Unions

n Initiated a partnership payment linked to 
savings, performance, and attendance 
targets as well as performance-linked 
increments

n Delivered a 5-year-deal negotiated outside 
the national agreement which secures 
the Council’s budget position while at the 
same time giving staff an annual 1.5 per 
cent cost of living increase for the next 
four years in exchange for no strikes

n Agreed a Living Wage of £8.36 per hour 
and no compulsory redundancies.

Efficient,
Effective

Council

THE next few years will see Oxford 
change dramatically. More than a 
‘nip’n’tuck’, it will transform the city, both 
for the 21st Century and beyond. 

So here are just a few of the changes 
you can expect from our collaboration with 
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC).
n Frideswide Square – the first point of 
welcome for rail passengers arriving in 
Oxford. Currently, a busy, unwelcoming 
road junction, OCC is currently designing 
a scheme that will change it into a well-

managed gateway to the city, improving 
traffic flow, reducing journey times as well 
as providing a new, attractive public space 
with better facilities for both pedestrians and 
cyclists.
n The Westgate Centre – the £500 
million redevelopment is a key part of the 
regeneration of Oxford City Centre. It will 
include approximately 100 new shops 
including a John Lewis department store, 
a cinema, cycle parking, a two-storey 
basement car park and an assortment of 

cafes and restaurants.
n Oxford Station Master Plan – Oxford 
City Council, OCC and Network Rail, 
in conjunction with the Department for 
Transport and First Great Western are 
working together to deliver a rail hub for 
Oxford, reflecting its status as a world class 
city.

Its features will include a new station 
building with entrances from the east, south 
and west, improved cycle facilities (doubling 
the current capacity to 1,200 spaces), the 

widening of Botley Road under the bridge to 
provide a cycle lane and better pedestrian 
access, and lowering (yes lowering) the 
Botley Road to create extra headroom under 
the bridge.
n Oxpens Master Plan – Oxpens is 
one of the most significant development 
opportunities in the city centre. Oxford 
City Council has commissioned a master 
plan which sets out how the site – between 
Oxford station, Westgate Centre and the 
river – should develop.

It includes 300 new houses and flats, a 
new business and education quarter, a hotel 
and an extension to Becket Street to help 
the movement of traffic.
n Oxford Transport Strategy – Oxfordshire 
County Council is developing a new Local 
Transport Plan for Oxfordshire. One of 
its key elements is the Oxford Transport 
Strategy, which will set out how the city’s 
transport system will change and develop to 
meet the future demands over the next 20 
years.

How city’s parks team is 
working for you

Council partners plan today to build a vibrant Oxford for tomorrow

parks rangers arborists, tractor-drivers 
and countryside rangers, keeps Oxford’s 
public green spaces in excellent 
condition throughout the year.

Besides Green Flag status, however, 
there has been much to celebrate in 
terms of their achievements over the 
previous months. I’ll highlight a few of 
these achievements, as well as looking 
ahead into the New Year at upcoming 
events. 

For those who enjoy a good bout 
of exercise, staff installed brand-new 
fitness trails at Cowley Marsh recreation 
Ground, South Park, Headington Hill Park 
and Blackbird Leys Park. With a range 
of exercise stations and Qr codes at 
Cowley Marsh and Blackbird Leys for 
YouTube video demonstrations, enjoy 
exercising outside in the fresh air.

Among the large numbers of events 
taking place in Oxford City Council 
Parks, June 2014 saw the Cutteslowe 
Summer Festival at Cutteslowe Park, 
with a celebration of the Queen’s Baton 
relay and a Zumbathon.

The ranger team are always closely 
involved with these events, from setting 
up facilities to clearing the areas 
afterwards.

Most recently, residents, business and 
council departments combined their 
efforts to win Gold for Oxford in the rHS 
Britain in Bloom Competition. Parks and 
Open Spaces staff attended the Award’s 
ceremony, with the quality of Oxford’s 
public Green Spaces contributing to this 
success.

Many thanks to everyone who took 
part!

OxFOrD abounds with green space. 
residents and visitors alike are free to 
enjoy a rich variety of open areas, from 
expansive city parks such as South Park 
with its iconic view of Oxford’s spires to 
Port Meadow, Oxford’s oldest monument, 
or Shotover Country Park, once part of a 
royal hunting forest.

As Support Officer for Parks and Open 
Spaces, my daily cycle ends with a short 
stretch through Cutteslowe Park, one of 
the five Oxford Parks recently awarded 
Green Flag status for the second year 
running.

Cutteslowe Park is also where the 
Parks and Open Spaces team are based, 
whose efforts resulted in this success. 
This team, which includes gardeners, 

Report by
Ed Bonn
Parks and
Open Spaces
Support
Officer

The Parks and Open Spaces team flag up their award success
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THE next few years will see Oxford 
change dramatically. More than a 
‘nip’n’tuck’, it will transform the city, both 
for the 21st Century and beyond. 

So here are just a few of the changes 
you can expect from our collaboration with 
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC).
n Frideswide Square – the first point of 
welcome for rail passengers arriving in 
Oxford. Currently, a busy, unwelcoming 
road junction, OCC is currently designing 
a scheme that will change it into a well-

managed gateway to the city, improving 
traffic flow, reducing journey times as well 
as providing a new, attractive public space 
with better facilities for both pedestrians and 
cyclists.
n The Westgate Centre – the £500 
million redevelopment is a key part of the 
regeneration of Oxford City Centre. It will 
include approximately 100 new shops 
including a John Lewis department store, 
a cinema, cycle parking, a two-storey 
basement car park and an assortment of 

cafes and restaurants.
n Oxford Station Master Plan – Oxford 
City Council, OCC and Network Rail, 
in conjunction with the Department for 
Transport and First Great Western are 
working together to deliver a rail hub for 
Oxford, reflecting its status as a world class 
city.

Its features will include a new station 
building with entrances from the east, south 
and west, improved cycle facilities (doubling 
the current capacity to 1,200 spaces), the 

widening of Botley Road under the bridge to 
provide a cycle lane and better pedestrian 
access, and lowering (yes lowering) the 
Botley Road to create extra headroom under 
the bridge.
n Oxpens Master Plan – Oxpens is 
one of the most significant development 
opportunities in the city centre. Oxford 
City Council has commissioned a master 
plan which sets out how the site – between 
Oxford station, Westgate Centre and the 
river – should develop.

It includes 300 new houses and flats, a 
new business and education quarter, a hotel 
and an extension to Becket Street to help 
the movement of traffic.
n Oxford Transport Strategy – Oxfordshire 
County Council is developing a new Local 
Transport Plan for Oxfordshire. One of 
its key elements is the Oxford Transport 
Strategy, which will set out how the city’s 
transport system will change and develop to 
meet the future demands over the next 20 
years.

How city’s parks team is 
working for you

Council partners plan today to build a vibrant Oxford for tomorrow

parks rangers arborists, tractor-drivers 
and countryside rangers, keeps Oxford’s 
public green spaces in excellent 
condition throughout the year.

Besides Green Flag status, however, 
there has been much to celebrate in 
terms of their achievements over the 
previous months. I’ll highlight a few of 
these achievements, as well as looking 
ahead into the New Year at upcoming 
events. 

For those who enjoy a good bout 
of exercise, staff installed brand-new 
fitness trails at Cowley Marsh recreation 
Ground, South Park, Headington Hill Park 
and Blackbird Leys Park. With a range 
of exercise stations and Qr codes at 
Cowley Marsh and Blackbird Leys for 
YouTube video demonstrations, enjoy 
exercising outside in the fresh air.

Among the large numbers of events 
taking place in Oxford City Council 
Parks, June 2014 saw the Cutteslowe 
Summer Festival at Cutteslowe Park, 
with a celebration of the Queen’s Baton 
relay and a Zumbathon.

The ranger team are always closely 
involved with these events, from setting 
up facilities to clearing the areas 
afterwards.

Most recently, residents, business and 
council departments combined their 
efforts to win Gold for Oxford in the rHS 
Britain in Bloom Competition. Parks and 
Open Spaces staff attended the Award’s 
ceremony, with the quality of Oxford’s 
public Green Spaces contributing to this 
success.

Many thanks to everyone who took 
part!

So what aspirations are there for 2015? 
To start with, another Green Flag award 
would be a fantastic result.

We are also working with the local 
community groups around Cutteslowe 
Park to see how a new splash feature 
would be received. Working together has 
helped Cutteslowe Park become a hub 
for the whole community. From sports 
teams to new parents, everyone can 
enjoy this Green Flag park. 

And lastly, a Big Tree Plant is 
currently being planned for 2015, 
with an estimated 3,000 trees to be 
planted across numerous sites within 
Oxford. Parks and Open Spaces are 
currently working with The Conservation 
volunteers to achieve this goal, and 
volunteer assistance would be very much 
appreciated.

Anyone interested can email parks@
oxford.gov.uk or call 01865 252 240 to get 
involved.

So, with numerous events and aims to 
bring about in 2015, both the Parks and 
Open Spaces team and the green spaces 
we look after will continue as an active, 
vital feature of the unique place that is 
Oxford.

And lastly, although we are busy 
winning awards and building splash 
features we still have time to help you. 
Our expert teams are available to hire if 
you have a problem tree, need to clear 
a garden or have a school grounds that 
need maintaining “try the council!”

Call the Parks team directly on 01865 
252 240 and we’ll give you an honest, 
unbiased and competitive free estimate 
for your work.”

Top: Kids having 
fun at Bury Knowle 
Park. Left: The lake 
at Hinksey Park and, 
inset, art on display 
at Florence Park
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Your bank deposits 
bring material gain

HOW WE CAN ALL HELP REDUCE THE PRESSURE ON LANDFILL THIS CHRISTMAS

O come all ye 
wasteful

TExTILE bring banks are located throughout 
the city, the locations of which can be found 
on the Oxford City Council website  
www.oxford.gov.uk/recyclingcentres

They will accept all manner of textiles – 
old rags, tea towels, curtains and pillow 
cases for example.

Even if the item is full of holes it can still 
be used to fill mattresses or for insulation.

Any shoes donated must be wearable, 
paired and placed in bags.

FOOD waste tends to increase 
over the Christmas season, so 
here are a few tips from Love 
Food Hate Waste:
n avoid throwing away stale 
mince pies by making yours in 
early December then freezing 
without cooking them. This way 
you can cook them from frozen 
as and when you want them and 
they will keep for longer.
n Leftover Christmas pudding 
can be sliced, fried in butter until 
crispy on both sides then served 
with brandy butter or ice cream.

n Nuts can be eaten from frozen.
n Leftover wine can be stored 
in small containers or clean 
yoghurt pots and then frozen. 
This can then be added to stews, 
sauces and gravies straight from 
frozen.
n Stale and soft crisps, nuts 
and cereals can be revitalised by 
spreading onto a baking sheet 
and placing in a warm oven for 
3 - 5 minutes. Be careful not to 
burn them. Then take them out 
and allow to cool, the cooling will 
crisp them up again.

ELECTrICAL and electronic items 
cannot be taken to a landfill site. This 
is any item with a plug or which runs 
on batteries.

If it is a large item, it can be collected 
by the council through our bulky waste 
scheme or taken to one of seven 
recycling centres throughout Oxford. 

If the electrical item is small enough to 
fit inside a carrier bag, then it can be left 
on top of your green or blue wheeled 
bins or placed inside a carrier bag and 
left next to your sacks and boxes. It will 
be collected and recycled under our 
new kerbside collection scheme..

SIxTEEN Christmas tree collection 
points will be available throughout 
the city between Tuesday 3 January 
and Sunday 15 January.

The locations of these sites can 

be found on the Oxford City Council 
website. Your old trees will be 
recycled into woodchips to be used 
throughout the city in parks and 
open areas.

THErE will be some changes 
to collection dates over the 
Christmas period.

n Christmas day collections will 
take place on 27 December.

n Boxing day collections will take 
place on 29 December.

n Thursday 1 January collections 
will take place Friday 2 
January.

n Friday 2 Jan collections will 
take place Saturday 3 January.

Further, all garden waste 
collections will be suspended 
between Monday 22 December – 
Saturday 3 January.

For full details you can find this 
information on the Oxford City 
Council website.

OveR Christmas we produce 30 per 
cent more waste, most of which can 
be recycled. Any extra recycling can be 
placed in a recycling or cardboard box 
or a clear plastic bag. We cannot collect 
recycling in a black bin bag. 

Spruce up your recycling

Clothing banks are convenient for students

Collection date 
changes over 
festive period

Safe disposal of 
electrical items

DiD you know?
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THE Odeon Cinema, George Street, plays host to the 
popular weekly Senior Screenings.

Created with the more mature audience in mind, these 
screenings are a perfect stop during a fun filled day in the 
city, or just a great excuse to spend time with old friends, or 
perhaps make new ones.

With a growing regular audience of around 100, you’re sure 
to be surrounded by like-minded people with similar tastes.

Fun at the flicks for
seniors

Wednesdays at 10:15am the doors 
open, you’re welcomed inside and 
treated to free tea and coffee. You’ve 
ample time to purchase snacks and 
refreshments and have a catch-up 
before the 10:45am screening.

For the visually impaired there are 
headsets available to receive audio 
descriptions throughout the film, 
because great cinema should be 
enjoyed by everyone.

Odeon have all manner of films lined 
up for you. Some weeks you’ll catch a 
recent blockbuster and others you’ll get 
a timeless classic. So whether you’re in 
the mood for explosive action, fast-
paced thriller, heart-warming romance 
or laugh-out-loud comedy, the best new 
releases and your all-time favourites are 
shown and all for just £3 a ticket.

Odeon often show recent films no 
longer playing on other screens, so 
if you missed that new blockbuster 
everyone is talking about, Senior 
Screenings is the perfect opportunity to 
catch up.

Whilst these events are intended 
for mature audiences they are 
not exclusive, so bring along the 
grandchildren for a great family fun 
experience. There’s no chance your 
day will be ruined by annoying mobile 
phone lights or airborne popcorn 
as Odeon Cinemas operate a zero-

tolerance approach to disruptions. 
For more information, showing times 

or to book tickets simply call 0871 22 
44 007. You will hear an automated 
service but you can skip this and speak 
directly to an operator by simply saying 
‘operator’ when prompted for the 
cinema you require.

alternatively, visit the Odeon website 
– www.odeon.co.uk – for full cinema 
listings, bookings and a look at 
exclusive offers and promotions.

These screenings are sure to be 
fantastic fun, so come along and enjoy 
great cinema with a great audience.

Odeon
puts on
special
shows
for the
elderly

OxFOrD City Council has 
got together with the Phoenix 
Picturehouse cinema in Walton 
Street, Jericho, to offer a two-day 
Christmas celebration of feel-good 
movies to senior citizens.

Starting at 10am on Wednesday 
December 17 the cinema will be 
screening ‘The Best exotic Marigold 
Hotel’ starring Judi Dench and 
Maggie Smith, and on Thursday 
December 18 one of cinema’s best 
loved musicals ‘Singin’ In The Rain’ 
starring Gene Kelly and Debbie 
Reynolds.

anyone over the age of 60 can go 
along, FRee, to the Phoenix cinema, 
to enjoy a complimentary tea or 
coffee, before settling back to enjoy 
the Main Feature presentation.

and if that weren’t enough, there’ll 
also be prizes and surprises galore, 

from boxes of chocolates to bottles 
of bubbly.

Councillor Christine Simm, Board 
Member for the city council’s Culture 
and Communities portfolio, says: “I 
am really pleased that Oxford City 
Council and the Phoenix are teaming 
up to offer free Christmas fun to our 
older citizens.”

Martin Langley, manager of the 
Phoenix, adds: “Our staff love this 
event. It marks the start of Christmas 
for us.”

The event is co-sponsored 
by Sainsbury’s Kidlington and 
Sainsbury’s Westgate.
n For further information on the two 
films the cinema will be showing and 
availability (the cinema’s Screen Two 
seats 96), contact either the Phoenix 
on 0871 902 5736 or Jeremy Smith 
at the Council on 01865 252162.

And free film fun at Phoenix

Seniors queuing up to enjoy an Odeon Cinema programme created for more mature audiences

AND if cinema isn’t 
your ‘bag, why not take 
a look at the best of 
Oxford Fashion?

Yes, Oxford Fashion 
Week has been running 
now as an annual 
event for five years 
but this year, due to 
its popularity, it is now 
staging two events this 
year. Open to everyone 
from senior citizens to 
busy mums to always 
fashion conscious 
teenagers, the festival 
is dedicated to making 
fashion not only fun 
and affordable, but 
accessible to all.

This November’s 
event, which kicks off 
with an opening night 
party at Camera Oxford 
at 10.00pm on Monday, 
3 November, heralds a 
week of A-to-Z fashion, 
from high street 
collections on Thursday 
6 to independent collections 
on Friday 7, a lingerie show on 
Wednesday 5, a couture show at 
our very own Oxford Town Hall on  

Friday 7 (and what a 
great venue this is) 
to its final, headline 
grabbing Birds of 
Paradise show at 
Oxford’s Museum of 
Natural History on 
Saturday, November 8.

Says Oxford Fashion 
Week founder Carl 
Anglim: “It’s great that 
we are now able to 
offer this beautiful city 
as a backdrop to the 
world of fashion not 
once but twice a year. 
And this year’s venues 
truly reflect how 
wonderful and unique 
Oxford really is.”

Open model 
castings for both 
local men and women 
– with no previous 
experience -  to 
appear in the festival 
were held last month, 
ensuring it remains 
firmly rooted in the 

city’s local community.
n For further information on 
all the events, go to www.
oxfordfashionweek.com

Or perhaps fashion is a 
shade more your thing...
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ON THE 16 September, the 
Superconnected Oxford team 
hosted an event specifically 
tailored for small and medium size 
businesses (SMEs), Sole Traders 
and Charities in Oxford to find out 
more about scheme and what it 
has to offer. 

The event focused on making it 
as easy as possible for SMEs to 
access grant funding to increase 
their broadband speed and improve 
their business.

SMEs were given the opportunity 
to meet with Oxford’s most active 
registered suppliers along with 
representatives from Oxford 
City Council and Oxfordshire 
County Council, Local Enterprise 
Partnership, Thames valley 
Chamber of Commerce and The 
Federation of Small Businesses, to 

share knowledge, promote services, 
and be on hand to answer any 
questions relating to the scheme.  

Oxford City Council received 
funding of £3.1million from the 
Department for Culture, Media and 
Sport. Applying for a voucher is 
simple and can be easily done online. 
By using the postcode checker a 
business can check that it is eligible 
to apply, then simply obtain a quote 
from the list of approved suppliers 
and submit the application. 

Superfast Broadband brings 
many benefits to SME’s such as 
increased work efficiency, saving 
time and resources and reducing 
the need to travel.

Go online for details on how to 
apply and the full list of business 
benefits: www.oxford.gov.uk/
connection vouchers

rMA Properties in Cowley is the 
first business in Oxford to receive 
funding from Oxford City Council to 
help towards installation costs of 
superfast broadband. 

The Superfast Broadband Voucher 
Scheme offers small and medium sized 
businesses in Oxford between £100- 
£3,000, towards superfast broadband 
installation costs. 

RMa Properties chose local supplier 
FirstLine Telecoms to manage and 
install their new fast fibre connection.

Catrina Norris from RMa Properties 
says: “It was really easy to apply online 
and now we are up and running we can 
already see the benefits of having a 
faster connection. 

“We feel lots of businesses in Oxford 
would benefit from this scheme just 
like us and I’d like to thank Oxford 
City Council for the grant and First 
Line Telecoms for processing the 
installation. The process was very 
easy.” 

John Cozier, First Line Telecoms, 
says: “We are very pleased to be a 
supplier of the Superfast Broadband 
scheme in Oxford.

“We think it is a great scheme and 
very beneficial to all SMes in the 

catchment area. We are more than 
happy to help any businesses who 
would like to benefit from it and are 
looking forward to processing many 
more installations.”

Councillor James Fry, Champion for 
Small Business in Oxford, says: “We 
are determined to be a dynamic centre 
for business and to provide lots of well-
paid jobs for the people of the city.

“We hope that this funding will enable 
lots of businesses to forge ahead, 
strengthen and develop.

“We rely on excellent digital 
communication and this scheme 
will sustain the rapid growth and 
expansion of the city’s economic 
base in publishing, design, media, 
communications and digital 
innovation.”

PICtuReD: From left, Gerrard Barker, 
Oxford City Council – SuperConnected 
Oxford Project Manager; Lucy Long, 
Oxford City Council – SuperConnected 
Oxford Project Scheme Officer; John 
Crozier, First Line Communications 
(our supplier); Catrina Norris, RMA 
Properties (our customer); Joe unia, 
Oxford City Council – SuperConnected 
Oxford Project Scheme Officer.

Get your business
super connected

And we’ve made it easy to apply 
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From left, new signing Piri Weepu, club captain Matt Corker and team captain 
Tom May look forward to building on London Welsh’s stunning achievement

OxFOrD City Council has marked 
the eve of London Welsh’s return to 
the Aviva Premiership with a special 
Civic reception at Oxford Town Hall.

at the invitation of the Lord Mayor of 
Oxford, Councillor Mohammed abbasi, 
the full London Welsh squad, coaching 
staff and members of the Club’s Board 
attended the event to acknowledge 
the exiles’ Championship winning 
achievement and to build up to what 
promises to be a fantastic season of 
aviva Premiership rugby at the Kassam 
Stadium.

The Lord Mayor of Oxford, Councillor 
Mohammed abbasi, said: “I am 
delighted to welcome the London 
Welsh team to the Town Hall and 
celebrate their success and I wish them 
all the luck for the next season.

“It is a great honour to have such 
an excellent team in the city and to be 
back playing in the Premiership is a 
great achievement.”

London Welsh Chairman Bleddyn 
Phillips said: “London Welsh Rugby 
Club is most grateful to the Lord Mayor 
and City of Oxford for hosting a Civic 
Reception for the Club in recognition 
of its winning the Championship and 
thereby securing its place back at the 
top flight of club rugby in england.

“We look forward to continuing and 
building upon the solid foundations we 

have established in Oxford these past 
two years and to strengthening our ties 
with the local schools, rugby clubs and 
community generally – both in the City 
and County of Oxford. 

“For our part we will do our best to 
ensure top class rugby, having been 
brought to Oxford, remains here for a 
long time to come.”

The 2014/15 aviva Premiership 
season will see Sunday afternoons at 
the Kassam Stadium in Oxford become 
synonymous with London Welsh RFC, 
with the Club having committed to 
playing its home games at the Kassam 
Stadium for the next three years.

Exciting
It promises to be an exciting season 

with the Club having confirmed 25 new 
signings, to bolster its Championship 
winning squad, including New Zealand 
World Cup winner Piri Weepu, former 
england internationals Olly Barkley and 
Dean Schofield, argentina prop Pablo 
Henn, Brumbies back row forward 
Lachlan McCaffrey and Tonga props 
Taione Vea and eddie aholelei.

The Club continues to reinforce its 
relationship with the people, businesses 
and communities across Oxfordshire 
and has adopted the strap-line 
‘Premiership Rugby in Oxford - Be part 
of it’.

THIS December sees the opening of 
a major exhibition at The Ashmolean 
Museum.

William Blake: Apprentice & Master 
examines the extraordinary life and 
work of this famous British artist.

Largely underappreciated in 
his own lifetime, this exhibition 
is testament to his influence and 
is a celebration of his genius and 
innovation. 

The exhibition runs from 4 

City’s rugby heroes
take a bow
Exiles honoured at civic reception 

Portrait of a great British artist

December until 1 
March and is open 
10am - 5pm Tuesday 
to Sunday. Tickets 
start at £9 for adults, 
£4.50 for 12 - 17 year 
olds and is free to 
anyone younger.

For more 
information or to 
book tickets, call 
01865 305 305 or 
visit the Ashmolean 
website at www.
ashmolean.org. 

This is sure to be a 
hugely enjoyable and 
informative exhibition 
offering fresh 
insights into Blake’s 
remarkable genius. The Ashmolean Museum

For adults
IN THe New Year, remember that 
GO Active Get Healthy is an easy 
way to take that first step towards a 
healthier lifestyle by helping you find 
an activity that you enjoy and that 
fits in with your week.

Simply visit the website, register 
your details and see what activities 
are going on in your area! 

Additional support is available 
to those not currently doing any 
physical activity who will be 
offered subsidised activities and 
motivational coaching on the phone.

GO Active also deliver a number 
of fun sessions across the city, 
from family sessions where you 
can get active with the kids to 
beginner sessions so that you can 
try something you’ve always wanted 
to. So come and have a go at our 
Jogging Groups, Health Walks, 
Circuits, Zumba, Table Tennis and 
Squashercise name just a few! 

Active Women offer a number of 
activities that will not only leave 
you feeling great but are also really 
affordable. Some of the sessions will 
offer childcare solutions.
n Find out more at www.
getoxfordshireactive.org or join us 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
getoxfordshireactive 

For young people
If you are aged 14 – 21, get active 

at one of the great Youth Ambition 

multi-sport sessions on offer. A full 
list of sessions can be found at 
www.oxford.gov.uk/communitysport 
or join us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/oxfordyouthambition.

Not only do these sessions 
promise fun, but by simply 
attending young people will receive 
Bounts rewards points that can be 
redeemed against cool rewards such 
as high street shopping vouchers, 
Oxford United tickets and much 
more!

It’s as easy as one, two, three... 
n Collect a free key tag from the 
session leader,
n Have  the key tag scanned at 
every session attended, 
n  Watch your points tot up.

Outdoors!
Our brand new GO Active Fit 

Trails are a great way to get active 
outdoors when the weather is being 
kind; these are completely free to use 
and suitable for adults of all abilities. 
They can currently be found at:
n Cowley Marsh Recreation Ground
n South Park
n Headington Hill Park
n Blackbird Leys Park

New fit trails are also coming soon 
to Gillians and Spindleberry Park, 
Rose Hill Recreation Ground and 
Cutteslowe Park!
n Find out more at http://www.
oxford.gov.uk/PageRender/decLP/
OxfordFitTrails.htm

Getting active in Oxford 



“We always aim to ensure that 
not only do we present a great 
range of books by speakers 
appearing at the festival, but also 
an equally impressive spectrum of 
new and interesting books which 
will whet the appetites of all those 
attending.”
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Book-lovers 
hunt for a
good read in 
Blackwell’s 
marquee

And above: 
Jeremy  
Paxman

THE Oxford Literary Festival returns next year 
and is a chance for both avid bookworm 
and casual summer holiday reader alike to 

come together and share their love for the 
written word. 

Whether you’re a dedicated reader of the 
titans of classical literature, like to live the 
exotic lives of travel writers, to lose yourself 

in futuristic sci-fi novels or simply enjoy the latest, 
juicy thrillers, this festival is for everyone. 

after a wildly successful 2014 festival it’s back 
and sure to be even more popular in 2015.

The festival began almost 20 years ago and has 
gone from strength to strength. 

It is now a full ten day event, filled with readings, 
book signings and Q and a sessions with your 

AND if you love books, you’ll love 
this prize! – Blackwell’s, Oxford’s 
premier bookshop and a sponsor 
of the festival, is offering one lucky 
Your Oxford reader the chance to 
win a £50 voucher to totally spoil 
yourself during the ten-day event.

There’s nothing to beat the 
atmosphere in Oxford once the 
Literary Festival gets underway 
says Blackwell’s.

“Our preparation begins months 
in advance - there’s a period of 
really intensive work in the three 
months leading up to the start of 
the festival, and then we attend 
approximately 350 events over 
nine days, across 15 or so venues 
across Oxford. 

“We love being part of the 
festival, it’s a real privilege to have 
been part of its tradition for so 
long, and every year we do our best 
to enhance the festival atmosphere 
and come up with fresh ideas and 
books displays which people will 
find appealing. 

Literally not an event
to be missed

favourite writers, to fun filled activities 
for children and the young at heart. 
With tens of thousands of people in 
attendance even the most reluctant 
reader will come away with a new-
found passion for reading.

Throughout the years, a huge 
selection of the biggest and brightest 
stars have been in attendance. 

In 2013, for example, the late Irish 
poet Seamus Heaney read some of his 
finest works, in what would be one of 
his final public appearances.

But there are also appearances 
by historians, scientists, gardeners, 
politicians, journalists, chefs, 
philosophers, comedians, actors and 
many more. 

In the past this has included such 
household names as Jeremy Paxman, 
Melvyn Bragg, alan Titchmarsh, Lucy 
Worsley, Barry Norman and Hollywood 
legend Stefanie Powers. every genre, 
every subject, every style. everything 
for everyone. 

and this coming festival is not going 
to disappoint, as festival director Sally 
Dunsmore states: “We are planning 
another full list of internationally famous 

writers. and new to this coming year “a 
series of book club events where you 
will be able to buy the author’s book at 
a discounted price and take part in a Q 
and a with the author”.

You can sign up on the festival 
website to receive all the latest news at 
www.oxfordliteraryfestival.org or ask a 
question by sending an email to info@
oxfordliteraryfestival.org. 

The festival, sponsored by FT 
Weekend and HSBC takes place 
between Saturday 21 March and 
Sunday 29 March 2015 and with most 
events costing as little as £11 this is a 
great opportunity to spend a weekend 
with thousands of like-minded people, 
sharing in something you all love.  

Competition entry coupon

Name

Address

Phone number

"
"

Send your form to Press Office, Oxford City Council, 
Town Hall, St Aldate’s, Oxford OX1 1BX or hand into the 
Town Hall reception by December 1.

Winners will be notified soon after the closing date. 

Win £50 voucher to treat yourself

Photos: Kt Bruce
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IF YOU are out and about in Oxford 
and need a lift, be sure to only use 
Taxis and Private Hire vehicles 
licensed by Oxford City Council.

You can use two types of licensed 
vehicles, Hackney Carriages (Taxis) 
and Private Hire.

Our Hackney Carriages are the same 
style as London’s black cab and can 
be picked up at the taxi ranks, hailed in 

the street or pre-booked. always check 
that they display a white rear licence 
plate, a taxi meter and a fare chart.

Private Hire Vehicles (Minicabs) are 
only licensed and insured to carry 
passengers who have pre-booked the 
journey through the licensed operator 
company.

If you travel in one of these vehicles 
and it has not been pre-booked, then 

the driver is driving without valid motor 
insurance. These vehicles display 
yellow rear licence plate and yellow 
and black side door stickers.

NeVeR get into a vehicle that does 
not display the appropriate plate at the 
rear or signage. It is not insured and 
may not be licensed.

For more information visit  
www.oxford.gov.uk/taxilicensing

Helping the homeless
CHrISTMAS is a wonderful time of year. But what 
if instead of a roast dinner you were resigned to 
scouring the streets for scraps?

and rather than watching repeats of Morecambe 
and Wise with friends and family, you had to weather 
the freezing cold outside? alone and hungry. Doesn’t 
sound quite so wonderful anymore, does it?

Did you know, that in 2013, 265 individuals slept 
rough in Oxford for the first time; relationship breakdown 
is the main cause of people becoming homeless; almost 
15% of rough sleepers in Oxford are women.

Most people would probably not associate Oxford with 
people sleeping on the streets, but unfortunately some 
are. What would you do if you walked past a person 
sleeping rough? We’d ask you to call No Second Night 
Out on 01865 304 611 – the service we have set up to 
link that person up with organisations that can help. If 
you are seriously worried about a person’s immediate 

aT OXFORD City Council, we are 
dedicated to end rough sleeping 
in the city and fund a number 
of services whose sole aim is to 
achieve this. Some examples…
n elmore Community Services 
and Connection Floating Support 
help vulnerable people sustain 
their tenancies and stay in their 
homes
n a dedicated outreach team, 
along with Thames Valley police 
and Mental Health Professionals, 
work with those sleeping rough 
to provide rapid assessments 
and find suitable services to 
address their needs. 
n aspire and Crisis Skylight 
help people with a history of 
homelessness into training, 
education and work experience 
to aid the search for mainstream 
work.

We believe that it is not enough 
to just get people off the streets; 
we must provide a sustainable 
solution, eradicate the causes 
of homelessness and support 
anybody vulnerable, at every 
step.

l For more information about 
services we fund and what we 
do together to tackle rough 
sleeping, visit www.oxford.gov.
uk/homelessness

welfare, call emergency services. 
In many instances, the longer a person 

lives on the street, the harder it is to move 
into accommodation. Most people are 
not aware of the detrimental effects rough 
sleeping has on someone’s physical and 
mental health. The average age of death 
of a homeless person is 47, compared to 
77 for the general population (information 
provided by Crisis Research). 

at times you may have seen people 
begging in Oxford; they come across as 
homeless however many individuals are 
actually housed. They often beg to support 
their substance misuse needs, which lead 
to further deterioration of their health. 
We strongly advocate that giving money 
directly to those who beg is unhelpful; 
all it does is sustain a lifestyle that could 
ultimately kill. So spare a thought this 
Christmas – give your spare change to 
Oxford Homeless Medical Fund instead.

Help services 
we support

A Hackney Carriage

How best
to show
you care
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It’s the perfect stop for your Christmas shop

THIS Christmas, after an exhausting 
morning searching for the perfect 
Christmas present, you’ll no doubt 
want a quick respite.

But where to go? All the high 
street coffee shops are heaving with 
customers, there are no free tables 
and the ones that are free are all 
sticky. What can you do?

Oxford Town Hall is home to a 
beautiful café, open to the public 
and run by the fantastic Lemon Zest 
Cuisine.

Serving fair trade tea and coffee, 
go ahead and challenge them to 
make your perfect cup. 

There’s plenty on offer to 
satisfy your hunger, from savoury 
sandwiches, wraps and crisps to 

deliciously sweet biscuits, muffins 
and cake.

Best of all, they are housed in 
the stunning Oxford Town Hall, a 
beautiful Grade II listed building in 
the heart of the city, so you won’t 
have to go far to find this oasis.

Besides the stunning architecture, 
the café shares the building with the 
Museum of Oxford and the Town 
Hall and Museum gift shop, which 
showcases the work of local artists. 
So after your refreshments, have a 
quick browse.

Perhaps find that elusive gift you’ve 
been searching for.

There’s no need to be green about 
the gills, just be green. As supporters 
of Oxfordshire based Homeless 

Great gift ideas at 
the Town Hall
BUYING a Christmas gift for somebody a 
bit picky? Somebody bored of the usual 
high street gift ideas?

Then the Oxford Town Hall and Museum 
gift shop is the ideal place to buy something 
that’s a little bit special this Christmas.

everything on offer is locally sourced and 
usually not available on the high street so it is 
definitely worth a visit. 

Is the gift recipient a bicycle enthusiast? 
There’s a fantastic miniature bicycle range 
with custom made model bikes, bicycle horns 
and trouser clips. More of a petrol head? 
There are MINI mugs, key-rings, cards and 
books, celebrating the history of the car 
industry in Oxford.

Or perhaps the patriotic selection of 
coasters, biscuit tins and bags adorned with 
the Union Jack are more to their taste?

What about gifts for those bookworms out 
there? The gift shop is home to a number 
of exclusively Oxford related books, from 
the origins of street names to bygone shops 
which once called Oxford their home.

Need the motivation to get up and active 

after the Christmas holiday? There is a fine 
selection of guides, detailing fascinating 
walks in and around the city, exploring its 
vivid history, stunning architecture and 
vibrant culture.  

Want something a little more artistic for 
the more discerning friend? The gift shop 
specialises in showcasing the work of local 
artists, providing an outlet for their work and 
an opportunity for you to buy something 
unique. There are photographs, prints, 
canvases, carvings, postcards and greetings 
cards. 

Come and see the range of artwork by local 
artist Ruth Galloway, whose Christmas cards 
are exclusive to the gift shop, for something 
stimulating and original, guaranteed not to be 
found on the high street.

Whether you want an interesting gift for a 
picky relative or just want something unique 
and interesting for yourself, the Oxford Town 
Hall and Museum gift shop is a perfect stop.
n For more information about the gift shop 
and the products they sell call: 01865 252334 
or email: museum@oxford.gov.uk

Stay for a cuppa at our café

charity, The Gatehouse, 
the café takes the 
reduction of useable waste 
seriously.

At the end of the day, 
any unsold products are 
taken, by the charity, and 
given to those who need 
them. There really is no 
better way to enjoy a guilt 
free pit-stop during your 
Christmas shop.
n For more information on 
the café, or the products 
they sell, contact Lemon 
Zest Cuisine on 01280 
705228 or email at  
info@lemon-zest.co.uk

A welcoming smile from shop manager Gina Johns

FOr those of you who need – or 
simply enjoy – staying connected to 
the Information Super Highway all 
day, you’ll doubtless be pleased to 
learn that Oxford City Council has 
announced the arrival of Wi-Fi on 
Oxford buses as part of its Super 
Connected Oxford initiative.

The city’s two main bus operators, 
Oxford Bus Company 
and Stagecoach, will 
have installed Wi-Fi 
on virtually all buses 
within the Oxford 
Smart Zone by the end of November. 

Super Connected Oxford will also 
make available a Wireless concession 
in the streets of the city and Wi-
Fi Hotspots in free to enter public 
buildings by april next year. Residents 
and visitors can expect to enjoy free 
Wi-Fi in all City Council community 
centres, libraries and museums.

Luke Marion, Oxford Bus 
Company’s Finance Director, says: 
“We’ve already fitted Wi-Fi to over half 
our fleet but we are delighted that, by 
working with Super Connected Oxford 
we are able to extend Wi-Fi to all our 
buses and coaches.”

Martin Sutton, Managing Director at 
Stagecoach in Oxfordshire, says: “We 
are delighted to be part of the Super 
Connected Oxford Programme. We 
have made a significant investment in 
our fleet to extend our Wi-Fi offering 
to our customers within the Oxford 

SmartZone area.”
City Council leader Councillor 

Bob Price says: “The City Council 
is building a world class city for its 
residents and for the nearly 10 million 
visitors that we receive each year. 
Wi-Fi access is a crucial element in 
providing information and guidance 
to visitors, as well as facilitating 

business and social 
communications. We 
are aiming to create an 
extensive Wi-Fi zone 
in the city centre using 

the main public buildings, museums 
and galleries, and the installation of 
Wi-Fi on the bus network will be really 
valuable for residents and visitors alike.”

Minister of State for Culture and 
the Digital economy, ed Vaizey, 
says: “We are investing up to £5m 
in making Oxford one of the UK 
‘Super Connected Cities’. This latest 
development is all part of Government’s 
transformation of the digital landscape 
of Oxford, making it a great place to 
live, visit and do business.” 

The City Council’s vision is to enable 
and increase internet connectivity 
using broadband and wireless 
infrastructure to allow people to 
simultaneously work, travel and 
communicate. a number of local 
groups are supporting this initiative, 
including the Oxford Town Team, a 
consortium of local organisations, and 
Visit Oxfordshire. So get clicking...

City buses go Wi-Fi

 ...as Oxford gets
 super connected



Your Councillors 2014

n  Full Council
The Council sets the annual budget and is 
responsible for the strategic policy framework for 
areas such as planning, housing, leisure and 
licensing. Full Council considers motions from 
members on matters that affect people in Oxford, 
and hears addresses and petitions from the public.

n  City Executive Board
The Council Leader appoints up to nine members to 
the Board who take responsibility for specific areas 
of the Council operations.
n  Planning Committees
Responsible for decisions on planning applications. 
either committee’s decisions may be called in by a 

minimum of 12 councillors to the Planning Review 
Committee within two working days.
n  Scrutiny Committee
Oversee and review the work of the Council and its 
partners.
n  Licensing
Responsible for maintaining and reviewing  policies 

on taxi, private hire and other vehicle licensing 
as well as late-night premises, off-licences, pubs 
and miscellaneous other licensing and registration 
matters.
For more details of other committees, meeting 
dates, agendas and minutes visit 
www.oxford.gov.uk/councilmeetings

Our Democratic Structure

n Contacting a Councillor: Should you experience difficulty contacting any Councillor please inform Committee and Members Services, democraticservices@oxford.gov.uk  Tel: 01865 249811, St Aldate’s Chambers, 109 St Aldate’s, Oxford OX1 1DS

Political composition of Oxford 
City Council 2014–2018

LABOur  31 

LIBErAL DEmOCrATS    8

GrEEN   6 

INDEPENDENT   1

               (TWO vACANT SEATS)

TOTAL NuMBeR OF COuNCiLLORS  46

All details correct at time of going to press
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until may 2016 until may 2016 until may 2016 until may 2016

until may 2018 until may 2018 until may 2018 until may 2018 until may 2018

until may 2016 until may 2016 until may 2016 until may 2016 until may 2016

until may 2018

until may 2016

until may 2018 until may 2018 until may 2018 until may 2018

until may 2016 until may 2016 until may 2016

until may 2018 until may 2018 until may 2018 until may 2018

until may 2016 until may 2016 until may 2016 until may 2016

WArD 1 . Barton & Sandhills  WArD 2 . Blackbird Leys WArD 3 . Carfax WArD 4 . Churchill WArD 5 . Cowley

WArD 6 . Cowley marsh  WArD 7 . Headington WArD 8 . Headington Hill & Northway WArD 9 . Hinksey Park WArD 10 . Holywell

WArD 15 . marstonWArD 11 . Iffley Fields  WArD 12 . Jericho and Osney WArD 13 . Littlemore WArD 14 . Lye valley

WArD 16 . North  WArD 17 . Northfield Brook WArD 18 . Quarry & risinghurst WArD 19 . rose Hill & Iffley WArD 20 . St. Clement’s

WArD 21 . St. margaret’s  WArD 22 . St. mary’s WArD 23 . Summertown WArD 24 . Wolvercote

ruthi Brandt
GrEEN
E: cllrrbrandt@oxford.gov.uk
m: 07900 201350

31 James Street Oxford OX4 1ET

van Coulter
LABOur
m: 07767 496409
E: cllrvcoulter@oxford.gov.uk

13 Coniston Avenue Oxford OX3 OAN

rae Humberstone
LABOur - SHErIFF
T: 01865 779678
E: cllrrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uk

75 Little Bury Greater Leys Oxford OX4 7UZ

Susan Brown
LABOur
m: 07775 792447
E: cllrsbrown@oxford.gov.uk

34 Canal Street Oxford OX2 6BQ

Christine Simm
LABOur
T: 01865 747303  m: 07791 749652
E: cllrcsimm@oxford.gov.uk

46 Annesley Road Oxford OX4 4JQ

until may 2018 until may 2018 until may 2018 until may 2018 until may 2018

until may 2016 until may 2016 until may 2016 until may 2016until may 2016

mike rowley
LABOur
m: 07827 532445
E: cllrmrowley@oxford.gov.uk

11 Heath Close Oxford OX3 7NJ

??????????
???????????
?: ??????????
?: ???????????????????????

???????????????????????????????

mark Lygo
LABOur
m: 07827 356163/07826 527047
E: cllrmlygo@oxford.gov.uk

20 Valentia Road Headington Oxford OX3 7PL

Chewe munkonge
LABOur
m: 07851 019417
E: cllrcmunkonge@oxford.gov.uk

65 Collinwood Road Oxford OX3 8HN

Alex Hollingsworth
LABOur
m: 07767 442815
E: cllrahollingsworth@oxford.gov.uk

34 Canal Street Oxford OX2 6BQ 

mohammed Abbasi
LABOur - LOrD mAYOr
T: 01865 792250  m: 07889 867931
E: cllrmabbasi@oxford.gov.uk

7 Warneford Road Oxford OX4 1LT

mohammed Altaf-Khan
LIBErAL DEmOCrAT
T: 01865 798777  m: 07931 345554
E: cllrmaltaf-khan@oxford.gov.uk

83 Hugh Allen Crescent Oxford OX3 OHL

Bob Price
LABOur - LEADEr OF THE COuNCIL
T: 01865 725218
E: cllrbprice@oxford.gov.uk

43 Western Road Oxford OX1 4LF

David Thomas
GrEEN
m: 07792 527421
E: cllrdthomas@oxford.gov.uk

86 Howard Street Oxford OX4 3BE

Sajjad malik
LABOur
m: 07787 874683
E: cllrsmalik@oxford.gov.uk

24 emperor Gardens Blackbird Leys Oxford OX4 7WB

ruth Wilkinson
LIBErAL DEmOCrAT
m: 07789 368300
E: ruth.wilkinson@oxfordlibdems.org.uk
Twitter: @ruthwilk

21 Thames View Road Oxford OX4 4TQ

Oscar van Nooijen
LABOur
T: 01865 251757
E: cllrovannooijen@oxford.gov.uk

57 Henley Street Oxford OX4 1ES

Sam Hollick
GrEEN - GrOuP LEADEr
m: 07528 813185
E: cllrshollick@oxford.gov.uk

C/O Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

roy Darke
LABOur
T: 01865 790670
E: cllrrdarke@oxford.gov.uk

The Oak Barn, 80 edgeway Road Oxford OX3 OHG

Farida Anwar
LABOur
T: 01865 741481  m: 07730 599299 
E: cllrfanwar@oxford.gov.uk

186 Headley Way Headington Oxford OX3 7TA

richard Tarver
LABOur
T: 01865 240123
E: cllrrtarver@oxford.gov.uk

61 Howard Street Oxford OX4 3AY

Susanna Pressel
LABOur
T: 01865 554001
E: cllrspressel@oxford.gov.uk

7 Rawlinson Road Oxford OX2 6UE

Ben Lloyd-Shogbesan
LABOur
m: 07974 947628
E: cllrblloyd-shogbesan@oxford.gov.uk

105 Cornwallis Road Oxford OX4 3NH

mary Clarkson
LABOur
T: 01865 751493
E: cllrmclarkson@oxford.gov.uk
Twitter: @maryoxford

Lower Farm 8 Dunstan Road Oxford OX3 9BY

Gill Sanders
LABOur
T: 01865 761856
E: cllrgsanders@oxford.gov.uk

200 Headington Road Headington Oxford OX3 7PS

Tom Hayes
LABOur
m: 07901 853314
E: cllrthayes@oxford.gov.uk

C/O Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

Elise Benjamin
GrEEN
m: 07920 054888
E: cllrebenjamin@oxford.gov.uk

41 Magdalen Road Oxford OX4 1RB

Colin Cook
LABOur
T: 01865 721844  Work:  01865 285770
E: cllrccook@oxford.gov.uk

12 Riverside Road Oxford OX2 OHU

Pat Kennedy
LABOur
T: 01865 243284
m: 0791 783 7693
E: cllrpkennedy@oxford.gov.uk

264 Abingdon Road Oxford OX1 4TA

mick Haines
INDEPENDENT
T: 01865 421600
E: cllrmhaines@oxford.gov.uk

3 Croft Road Marston Oxford OX3 0JX

John Tanner
LABOur
T: 01865 251441
E: john.tanner@tanox.demon.co.uk

32 Sunningwell Road Oxford OX1 4SX

Bev Clack
LABOur
m: 07796 800378
E: cllrbclack@oxford.gov.uk

27 Cross Street Oxford OX4 1BZ

Louise upton
LABOur
m: 07917 839007
E: cllrupton@oxford.gov.uk

13 White Hart Oxford OX3 0PL

Scott Seamons
LABOur
m: 07910 595047
E: cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk

24 Partridge Walk Greater Leys Oxford OX4 7BZ

michele Paule
LABOur
m: 07766 775716
E: cllrmpaule@oxford.gov.uk

59 Stanley Road Oxford OX4 1QY

Dee Sinclair
LABOur
T: 01865 765260 m: 07833 441187
E: cllrdsinclair@oxford.gov.uk

10 Norton Close Headington Oxford OX3 7BQ

James Fry
LABOur
T: 01865 554001
E: cllrjfry@oxford.gov.uk

7 Rawlinson Road Oxford OX2 6UE

Steve Curran
LABOur
m: 07941 785538
E: cllrscurran@oxford.gov.uk

88 Fairacres Road Oxford OX4 1TG

Ed Turner
LABOur - DEPuTY LEADEr
T: 01865 778358
E: cllreturner@oxford.gov.uk

18 Nowell Road Rose Hill Oxford 0X4 4TA

Liz Wade
LIBErAL DEmOCrAT
m: 07984 602723
E: cllrlwade@oxford.gov.uk

28 Polstead Road Oxford OX2 6TN

Dick Wolff
GrEEN
m: 07968 486854
E: cllrdwolff@oxford.gov.uk
Twitter: @greenwolff

69 Victoria Road Oxford OX2 7QG

Stephen Goddard
LIBErAL DEmOCrAT
T: 01865 513106
E: cllrsgoddard@oxford.gov.uk

60 Rosamund Road Wolvercote Oxford OX2 8NX

Jean Fooks
LIBErAL DEmOCrAT - GrOuP LEADEr
T: 01865 310351  m: 07880 042648
E: cllrjfooks@oxford.gov.uk

9 St. Bernard’s Road Oxford OX2 6EH

Gwynneth royce
LIBErAL DEmOCrAT
m: 07801 121860
E: cllrglroyce@oxford.gov.uk

Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

Craig Simmons
GrEEN - DEPuTY LOrD mAYOr
T: 01865 202257
E: cllrcsimmons@oxford.gov.uk

41 Magdalen Road Oxford OX4 1RB

mike Gotch
LIBErAL DEmOCrAT
T: 01865 553905
E: cllrmgotch@oxford.gov.uk

1 First Turn Oxford OX2 8AG

Andrew Gant
LIBErAL DEmOCrAT
m: 07545 122560
E: cllragant@oxford.gov.uk

55 Middle Way Oxford OX2 7LE
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until may 2016
David Henwood
LABOur
m: 07958 299767
E: cllrdhenwood@oxford.gov.uk

3 David Nicholls Close Littlemore Oxford OX4 4QX

until may 2018

vACANT SEAT

until may 2016

vACANT SEAT




