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Pick up your
litter or pick
up a hefty fine
IN OCTOBER 2009 we launched our Cleaner
Greener Oxford campaign in partnership with
the Oxford Mail to reduce the amount of cig-
arette butts, chewing gum and litter being
dropped in the city.

We’ve already seen a significant improvement in
the city with less litter on the streets. 

We’ve had more staff working in the city centre
and have added 28 extra litter bins in the city. We
have also recently received a new hot jet wash which
will help us clean the streets more effectively. New
signs are being put up in the city centre to remind
people of the consequences of dropping litter. 

Cleaning the city centre costs a million pounds a
year and our street cleaners empty 160 bins and 600
tonnes of litter each year. We spent £26,000 
removing chewing gum just from Cornmarket last
year.

It is estimated that a minimum of 100,000 cigarette
ends are left on the streets of the city centre every
week, including the unsightly “hot spots” outside
bars and restaurants. Since the start of the cam-
paign we’ve issued 213 fixed penalty notices to peo-
ple caught littering in the city centre.  

Graham Eagle, Public Health Team Leader, explains
what fines are issued for.

“If we observe someone who has clearly dropped
some litter or stubbed out a cigarette and then not
made an effort to place it in a litter bin, we will issue
a fine.”  

Anyone failing to pay the £80 fixed penalty notice
will face fines at the Magistrates Court of up to
£2,500.

Clearing up in the city after the litterbugs
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Dear Friends and Residents

THE New Year started on a cold and inauspicious note. The
failure of the United Nations Copenhagen climate change 
conference just before Christmas, and the attempt to kill 200
innocent airline passengers en route to Chicago, underline the
deep divisions in the world community and our failure to find a
successful way of working collectively for the global common
good.

These problems make it even more important that we promote
a low carbon environment and a happy and integrated commu-
nity at the local level. The City Council can play a big role in
both, and we are looking forward to some positive initiatives for
our city over the coming year.

The Council’s internal carbon reduction target of 25% over
three years is progressing well, and we have just won a Carbon
Trust award for the best use of technology in reducing energy
use. The Low Carbon West Oxford (LCWO) 
community group has won over half a million
pounds to develop solar energy in West Oxford
and other measures. Our pilot food waste 
recycling project has been well supported and
significantly raised recycling tonnages. 

We’re planning an improved 
city-wide recycling scheme to start in
October that will include most 
plastics, as well as food and garden
waste. Our aim is to achieve the best
recycling rate for an urban authority. 

Oxford's Strategic Partnership is
planning a carbon reduction
initiative aimed at businesses and

transport. In September, the Civic
Society and the Council will
sponsor a 'Streets for People'
initiative to promote cycling and
walking and the importance of the
20mph speed limit in residential areas.

Building and supporting 
communities in the city involves
many different groups and partners,
and we are continuing to work with
the minority ethnic communities
to ensure that they are fully
involved in the life of the city.

We’ll be working with the
County and the NHS on a
major initiative in Blackbird Leys
and Rose Hill/Littlemore through
our regeneration project. This
project includes building the 
first new Council houses for two
decades, and improvements to play
and recreation facilities.

Plans for new housing west of Barton
will be taken forward this year in consultation
with the people of Barton and Northway.

The re-opening of the Pegasus Youth Theatre in the summer
after a £4 million rebuild will be a remarkable landmark for the
young people of the city. New all-weather pitches in partnership
with the football clubs are in the pipeline. 

Despite the difficult external situation, your Council is working
to make 2010 a year full of positives – and do let us know if you
think that there are things that we should be doing!

Best wishes to you all for the year ahead.

Councillor Bob Price
Leader
Oxford City Council
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A message
from the
Leader of
your Council

ON 6 March enjoy the Oxfordshire Science
Festival launch in Broad Street from 12pm.

Street Science is a new project for Step 2
Dance who together with scientists explore
the limits of the human body using street
dance.

You’ll be invited to take part after the
performance.

For more information visit www.oxfordshire
sciencefestival.co.uk

Dancin’
Oxford

COME along to the Fair at Oxford Town Hall on
Thursday 25 February to find out more about what
Oxford has to offer its residents and visitors.

The Fair is free and will be open from
10.30am-3.30pm.

We aim to help you plan your trips and outings
by showing you the diverse and rich opportunities

available in Oxford and Oxfordshire.
Many local organisations will provide 

information about things to do, activities to try
and places to visit and there will be a free prize
draw.

ShopMobility will be at the Fair with chairs and
scooters to try out in the Assembly Room.

This wonderful free service helps make Oxford
accessible and enjoyable for people with
impaired mobility.

Shopmobility can be contacted on 01865
249536.
■ For more information about the Fair call 01865
252505.

PUT your gladrags on and join Ragroof Theatre at
West Oxford Community Centre on 7 March for a
family tea dance extravaganza. 

From 2pm until 5pm all ages will be able to join
in the dancing from the 20s, 30s, 40s and 50s.

You will also be able to watch the dance displays
and take part in instant ballroom lessons.

You can book tickets through the Dancin’ Oxford
website or get them on the door. 

MODERN Art Oxford will be
closed for refurbishment from 8
March until 16 April.

Modern Art Oxford will reopen
on 17 April with two new 
exhibitions that run until 6 June.

Maria Pask: Déjà vu. Maria is
an Amsterdam-based artist who
is creating a newly commissioned
film inspired by Rose Hill’s local
newsletter Roundabout
produced from the 1950s until the
1970s.

“I hope to film memories from
the estate from local people. I am
intrigued to see what happens
when you take aspirations and
social ideas from years ago and
give them a new lease of life by
mixing them up with stories of
today.

“I’ll also be using actors to

recreate local events from the past.
“It is a project that I am looking

forward to and I hope the
community gets on board and
supports it.”

The other exhibition is Johanna
Billing: I’m Lost Without Your
Rhythm.

The Swedish artist is a filmmaker
who frequently works with music.
Her latest video forms the 
centrepiece of the exhibition. 

The Gallery’s new opening times
from 17 April are Tuesday and
Wednesday 10am-5pm, Thursday
to Saturday 10am-10pm and
Sunday 12pm–5pm. Closed
Mondays.
■ For further information call
01865 722733, email.info@modern
artoxford.org.uk or visitwww.
modernartoxford.org.uk

Discover the diverse attractions Oxford has to offer

Gallery marks its reopening
with fascinating exhibitions

PEGASUS Theatre will be presenting Tavaziva Dance Company and the show Wild
Dog at Headington Theatre on 20 February at 8pm.

The seven high-octane dancers bring a fusion of African music and dance. Tickets cost
up to £8 (£1 off for Dancin’ Oxford pass holders). To book call 01865 792209 or visit
www.pegasustheatre.org.uk or buy tickets on the door.

DANCIN’ Oxford is gearing up for its
fourth year of lively, colourful and
exciting dance performances and events. 

The festival runs from 16 February until
Monday 12 April and is organised by Oxford
City Council in partnership with Oxford
Playhouse and Pegasus Theatre.  

This year’s highlights include two new free
dance events in the city centre, plus a Dancin’
Oxford performance event ‘Arch’ at Worcester
College.

Visitors to Oxford include the international
Pasión de Buena Vista.

The Dance-A-Thon have-a-go taster sessions
are back by popular demand, and include
workshops in a whole range of styles for both
adults and 11-16 year olds.

We’re repeating two very popular events
from last year, Ragroof Theatre’s Family Tea
Dance Extravaganza and Dance on Screen
(Film Shorts), which will include international
dance films curated by South Hill Park.

The dance festival also profiles and 
celebrates the work of Oxford-based 
professional dance artists, youth and community
dance groups. 
■ View the full Dancin’ Oxford programme at
www.dancinoxford.co.uk or call Claire
Thompson, Arts Officer on 01865 252820 for
more information.

Step back in time
Test the limits
of your body

Festival returns for more classy movin’ and groovin’

High-octane action out of Africa

Dance partners take to the floor for the salsa

TO CELEBRATE Dancin’ Oxford,
Tac-au-Tac Dance Theatre presents a
programme of original contemporary
dance pieces to live music on Sunday
28 March at 5pm.

Tickets costs £7 for children and £14
for adults.  

There will also be a performance from
Tangomotion on 12 April at 7.30pm –
amazing displays of traditional tango
to the sounds of 1930s Buenos Aires
and the powerful music of Astor
Piazzoilla. Tickets cost from
£12.50.
■ For further information or to
book tickets, call the Oxford
Playhouse Ticket Office on
01865 305305 or book
online at www.oxford
playhouse.com

Contemporary
and traditional
performances

Photography Wild Dog: Irven Lewis



4Your Oxford

www.oxford.gov.uk
Spring 2010

Building a world-class city for everyone

users of the play areas about the design and what
play equipment you would like to see in your parks.
We have already re-opened several play areas in the
city including:
■ Alexandra Park in North Oxford
THE design was produced in partnership with the
Friends of Alexandra Park. We’ve installed new 
timber play equipment around the park and a new
eight metre wide sandpit. 

New play mounds have been created with a slide
and a climbing unit and we’ve installed benches
made by local wood carvers. 
■ Sermon Close play area in Kiln Lane
THIS park has a new look designed in consultation
with local residents and users of the park. We’ve
transformed the play area with mounds, placed logs
and a boulder to create more natural play spaces
for young people. Also included are a space net,
new swings, a toddler play house and a toddler slide.
■ Following public consultation, we moved the
Botley Road recreation ground from Helen Road
to West Oxford Community Centre
THIS brand new play area features new toddler
swings, large climbing units for all ages, rotating
equipment and rockers. 
■ Quarry Hollow
THE play area is undergoing a series of improvements

over the year with new gates being installed, new
paths and refurbished equipment.

The Friends of Quarry Hollow have helped to 
coordinate the refurbishment of the park and have
also organised community clean up events to clear
the site of rubbish.

A new sandpit has been formed with a giant
climbing stone set in the middle. The hand carved
stone is proving very popular with local children.  

There are still further improvements to be made
and we’ll be planting during the spring. 
■ Barton Bradley
WE’VE recently re-opened this play area following
the design created after consultation with local 
residents and young people who use the park. 

Young people can now enjoy a new timber jungle
climber, a timber castle with slide and climbing net,
a new roundabout, and an adventure trail.

A play mound runs the length of the play area and
we’ve removed the fencing to open the play area up
to the rest of the park and enable children to
explore the natural surroundings. 
■ If you would like to get involved in the scheme or
are interested in the proposed plans for a play
areas near you, please contact Groundwork on
01895 832 662 or email oxfordplay@groundwork.
org.uk. For an update visit
www.oxford.gov.uk/playarearefurbishment

WE’VE started a major refurbishment programme
of your play areas.

Over three years we’re investing more than £2.5 
million across most of our 87 play areas in the city.

The scheme will see a complete overhaul of the 
current play areas with new play equipment, safer
surfacing, landscaping and signage. We’re also
introducing some new natural play areas, allowing
young people to experience a wider range of play
opportunities.

We’ve appointed Groundwork Thames Valley, an
environmental regeneration charity, to project 
manage the refurbishment programme.

They are carrying out consultation events with

RESIDENTS in Barton are getting involved in a
project to build a new adventure play facility for
local children and young people. 

The £800,000 playground is being made 
possible by a grant from the Department for
Children, Schools and Families.

It will include a range of indoor and outdoor
play features. 

Oxford City Council and Oxfordshire County
Council are working in partnership to design

and build the playground with the help of 
children, young people and parents of Barton. 

The work to develop and build the innovative
site will be carried out by the City Council.

It is anticipated that construction work will
begin in autumn this year and the site will be
opened by Spring 2011.
■ If you want to get involved in the scheme
contact the Play Barton project team on 01865
323990 or pathfinder@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Taste of adventure for Barton children

The climbing stone at Quarry Hollow is a big favourite

West Oxford youngsters love their new play equipment Having fun on the timber climber at Barton Bradley The new play facilities at Alexandra Park, North Oxford

Improving
our city’s
play areas
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N-ice work boys, say residents Fitness check for leisure centres

New look for old
fire station

CCTV is now operating in Blackbird
Leys.

The cameras are sited in two areas
– opposite the main shops near the
library and on the corner of Dunnock
Way. Thames Valley Police will 
monitor all the cameras. They were
installed after residents raised the
issue through the Blackbird Leys
Neighbourhood Action Group.

WE’D like to say thank you to
everyone for being so patient while
we have tackled the snow in the city.

Oxford City Council staff worked
round the clock to help keep the city
clear of snow and ice, prioritising

on main routes and principal bus
routes.

Staff are grateful for their messages
of thanks they have received from
members of the public who have
appreciated their efforts.

WE’RE working with Crisis, the national
charity for single homeless people, to
redevelop the Old Fire Station.

Following extensive consultation, we
submitted a planning application for the
site and hope building work will start in the
summer. The building will provide spaces
for learning, performances, exhibitions and
social enterprise. It will be a valuable
resource for community groups to use for
performance and visual arts events, regular
classes and courses for the public.

At its heart will be a new Crisis Skylight,
an education, training and employment
centre for homeless and vulnerable
housed people. It will also house an arts
auditorium, a creative workspace, a gallery
and a retail unit for emerging artists.

The centre will also offer practical and
creative workshops including art, music
and drama, vocational workshops and
accredited learning opportunities. A social
enterprise Skylight café will be opened to
the public. These spaces will bring people
together under one roof to meet, learn,
network, participate and progress. 

WE’RE investing £2.21 million into three
of our leisure facilities, managed in
partnership with Fusion Lifestyle.

We’re building a brand new Fitness
Room at Barton Pool and improving
changing facilities. We’re decorating the
Fitness Room at Blackbird Leys Leisure

Centre and improving changing facilities
and reception areas. We’re extending the
Ferry Sports Centre Fitness Room and
making improvements to the dry changing
facilities and entry/reception area. Works are
due to start in July 2010 with completion
dates for all projects October 2010.

CCTV keeps
watch
over
shops
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WE’VE received funding from the
Department for Communities and
Local Government to invest in a 
project for the Blackbird Leys and
Greater Leys estates.

The project is to respond to the needs
of the residents on the estate. We will
be holding a variety of community
events, an action week and fun days
within the Leys. We hope that this work
builds on the pride that many residents
have in Blackbird Leys and Greater Leys
and extend it across the estate. The
project starts in Spring and includes: 
■ Developing a Leys Forum for people
working on the Leys 
■ Setting up a Leys-wide residents’
group 
■ Running training for local residents in
community action planning, to enable
involvement in the development of local
services and local place shaping.  
■ Expanding the Cleaner Greener 
programme into the Leys. 
■ Providing opportunities to signpost
local residents to services and promote
the Future Jobs Fund.

Funding for
communitiesInvesting in the

Leys

Thinking of improving your home?
RESIDENTS who own their home and
are aged over 60 can apply for
low-interest loans from Oxford City
Council to carry out improvement
work on their homes. 

Work can include updating or 
re-wiring the house, a new boiler, new
windows or even a new bathroom.

Residents will able to apply for a

minimum of £1000 and will be able to
pay it back on a flexible basis. Any
amount outstanding, plus any 
additional interest, will be repaid from
the proceeds from the sale of the
property when they leave their home.
■ For more information call 01865
252864 or email environment@oxford.
gov.uk

EACH year we award more than £1.6 mil-
lion pounds to community and voluntary
organisations across the city.

The money helps support local community
projects that are a vital part to the economic,
social and environmental wellbeing of the city.
The grants support a wide variety of activities
ranging from welfare advice provision, 
assisting vulnerable housed/homeless people,
arts education programmes, community
safety and neighbourhood projects.  

We have helped to fund Leys Fair, Barton
Bash, Carnival in the Park and Headington
Festival. And helped support play activities,
including Parasol and Donnington Doorstep
Family Centre. Each year we also offer small
grants of up to £750 to community and 
voluntary organisations that can be applied
for throughout the year. Application forms
will be available from 1 April 2010.
■ For more details visit our communities
section on our website www.oxford.gov.uk
or call Julia Tomkins, Grants Officer 01865
252685.
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FROM January 2010, if your City of
Oxford concessionary bus pass is about
to expire, we will send your new bus
pass in the post to the registered
address we hold for you.

If you haven’t received your new bus
pass by the expiry date, which can be

found on your current bus pass, please
email customerservices@oxford.gov.uk
or call customer services on 01865
252849.

Please note: if you lose your bus pass
there will be a charge of £5 for a 
replacement bus pass.

Help improve our city

IS YOUR BUS
PASS ABOUT
TO EXPIRE?

WE WANT to work in partnership with
you to improve the city and 
consultation is at the heart of this.

Consultation provides us with vital
information about meeting the diverse
needs of people living, studying and
working in the city and making Oxford
attractive to visitors. By getting involved,
you can influence decisions about public
services.
How to get involved
Join our Talkback Panel: Our Talkback
panel consists of a representative sample
of 1,000 people from across the city. The
panel plays a vital role in keeping us
informed about public opinion on many
topics including recycling, antisocial
behaviour, planning issues and leisure.

Talkback panel members are sent up to
four questionnaires per year, which they
can choose to return by post or complete
online. If you’re interested in joining our
Talkback Panel, visit www.oxford.gov.
uk/talkback or contact Hamera Plume,
Consultation Officer on 01865 252057,
email hplume@oxford.gov.uk

Take part in our online surveys: Visit
www.oxford.gov.uk/consultation to view
and take part in all the current projects
that we are consulting on.

Giving us your views helps us to shape
the services we deliver and the decisions

that we make. Register now to take part
in the consultations of your choice. 

Look out for our survey asking for your
views about our city centre and how you
think it can be improved. Other upcoming
consultations include several planning

policy documents, such as the Barton
Area Action Plan, and the Sites and
Policies Development Plan Document. 
Focus Groups: We hold focus groups to
help us gain greater appreciation and
understanding of how local people feel
about a particular issue.

These groups consist of around eight
people who discuss issues in depth.

Recent focus group topics have included
discussions on residents’ key priorities,
which have helped us to allocate budgets;
groups have also met to test our web-
site functions. To find out more about
participating in focus groups call Hamera
Plume, Consultation Officer on 01865
252057, email hplume@oxford.gov.uk
Area Committees: Area Committees
drive local projects and make decisions
about local issues alongside key partners,
such as residents, the Police and NHS
representatives.
■ To take part in your local Area
Committee call Kaylee McEntaggart on
01865 252791 or email kmcentaggart@
oxford.gov.uk

Hamera Plume, Consultation Officer, at work
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Free bulky waste
collections
TO HELP prevent flytipping in the
city, we offer residents a free bulky
waste collection to dispose of large
items such as fridges, washing
machines and microwaves, sofas
and mattresses.

We will collect up to three items at
one time free of charge from outside
your property.
■ To request a collection call 01865
252900.

Food waste
scheme
WE’RE rolling our food waste
scheme across the city.

This is proving popular with users,
and we are reducing the amount we
send to landfill by around 15 tonnes a
week.

Residents already involved have a
small kitchen caddy with a lockable lid
and a larger food bin with a lockable lid
to go outside for collection.

You can put any raw or cooked food
into your caddy, including bones,
uneaten food from plates, tea bags and
coffee grounds.  

Excess rubbish and
green landfill bins
DOMESTIC rubbish that cannot be
recycled goes into your landfill bin.

We encourage you to continually look
for ways to recycle more and send less
rubbish to landfill.

This is to help reduce the impact
landfill waste has on the environment

and reduce costs of our recycling and
waste collection service.

As such you must not overfill your
landfill bin or put out any excess 
non-recyclable waste next to your
green bin.

Excess rubbish interferes with the
waste collection process, making it
more time consuming and expensive.

It is also unsightly and damages the
local environment.

Excess waste will not be collected.

Persistent offenders can be served with
an £80 Fixed Penalty Notice.

Please don’t let it happen to you.

Disposing of
builders’ waste
OXFORD City Council will not collect
builders’ waste.

This includes rubble, and fittings such
as kitchen/bathroom cabinets, baths,

sinks and toilets, as these items will
cause damage to our vehicles.

You can take these items to
Redbridge Waste Recycling Centre
01865 721464, just off the Abingdon
Road.

There may be a charge applicable to
some items.

If Redbridge are not able to accept an
item, please contact Oxfordshire
County Council on 08450 50 45 50 for
advice.

■ Targeting environmental
crime and anti-social
littering
■ Promoting recycling 
and responsible waste
management
■ Improving the city’s
environment for a better
quality of life

OXFORD City Council offers a free email
or text reminder service in order to
prompt residents of their waste 
collection days.

The service sends residents a reminder
the day before to tell them which box or
bin to put out for collection the next day.

This service is also used to send 
service updates when there are
changes, such as in the recent snow.

If you wish to sign up for free email or
text reminders, please email or text
your collection day, e.g. “Monday” to:

Zone email text
Blue zone blue@oxford.gov.uk 07786
200848
Red zone red@oxford.gov.uk 07786
200424 

If you are uncertain of your 
collection day or your zone please
email or text your postcode instead.

To stop the service at anytime, text
or email the word STOP to the same
number or email address.

OXCLEAN is an Oxford Civic Society initiative
dedicated to cleaning up Oxford of the litter
left irresponsibly across the city.

The group also aim to heighten public 
awareness of this problem, and promote
responsibility for keeping our beautiful city
clean all year round.

Spring Clean 2010 is a city-wide community
event co-ordinated by OxClean in partnership
with Oxford City Council, The Oxford Times
and local groups.

Two-hour litter picks are being carried out
by local groups at a location of their choice
on 5 or 6 March.

Community groups, schools, colleges, 
businesses and individuals are encouraged to
take part in the clean-up.

OxClean is responsible for ensuring that
everyone taking part has detailed information
about collection of litter, choice of equipment,
health and safety guidelines and tips on how
to run their litter pick.

Oxford City Council supply and distribute 
pre-ordered sacks and other equipment, and
collect the filled litter sacks from the 
roadside throughout the city at the end of
both days.

You can register and find out more on the
OxClean website www.oxclean.org.uk or call
07505 756691. 

Help keep our city litter-free
(Friday 5 and

Saturday
6 March)

Market testing
our recycling and
waste service
WE ARE currently market testing our
recycling and waste service to assess
its cost effectiveness.

This process involves comparing the
best price that the private sector can
achieve for delivering a new collection
service with that of our in-house team,
City Works.

It is expected that we will decide
whether to award a contract to a private
sector provider or to retain direct control
of the service with a view to 
implementing the service changes and
improvements during the 2010-11
financial year. 

The aims of the process are to:

■ Reduce the cost of the service
■ Improve the efficiency of the service
■ Provide a service that residents can
understand and find easy to use
■ Continue to improve our recycling 
performance in line with government 
targets.

The new collection scheme for recycling
and waste in the city will be: 

■ Recyclables, all in one container, with
no need for residents to sort – alternate 
weekly
■ Food waste – weekly in a food caddy 
■ Residual Waste (land fill) green bin –
alternate weekly  
■ Garden waste, sack and subscription
wheeled bin – alternate weekly 

Keeping your neighbourhood clean
WE HAVE produced a new guide titled Managing Your Waste, about waste
management and keeping your street clean.

The guide is being distributed along with Your Oxford. If you do not have a
copy please visit www.oxford.gov.uk/recycling or call 01865 252900.

CLEANER
GREENER
OXFORD

Sign up for an
email/text recycling
and waste collection
reminder

EMMAUS OXFORD can reuse some 
furniture or electrical equipment which is
in good condition by redistributing it to
local people on low incomes. You may
want to contact them before asking for a
bulky waste collection from the Council.
■ For more details, phone Emmaus
Oxford on 01865 763698 (9.30am-12.30pm
Monday-Friday) or emailfurniture@emmaus
oxford.org

ORINOCO is an Oxford-based charity that
rescues reusable waste items and sells
them really cheaply at its scrapstore on
Peat Moors in Headington. It takes and
sells old garden hand tools, wallpaper,
tiles, scraps suitable for craft projects and
paint.

Orinoco is open Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Saturdays from 11am-4pm.
■ For more details visit www.oxorinoco.org
or call 01865 761113. 

Oxford Freecycle – swap and give away
items on this message site http://groups.
yahoo.com/group/oxfordfreecycle/

Could that item
be reused?

ARE you enthusiastic about 
recycling and reducing waste?

Would you like to help people
in your neighbourhood and
encourage them to recycle
more?

Do you want to help us work
towards a Cleaner Greener
Oxford?

If so, you could become a
Community Local Environment
Champion.   

Champions are volunteers who
attend occasional meetings
throughout the year to discuss
issues around waste, recycling 
and street cleaning, and work
with the City Council to increase 
recycling and pride in the local
area.

Their role is to offer advice and
assistance to local residents and
encourage people to recycle as
much as possible.

If you are interested in being
involved, please call Jennifer
Carr on 01865 252950 or email
jcarr@oxford.gov.uk

Join the Local
Environment
Champions

CLEANER
GREENER
OXFORD
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The sport enjoys huge boom as hundreds flock to city rink

Oxford gets
its skates on!

OXIST is a Sunday ice skating club open
to everyone from beginners to champions
and all ages. 

“I was 50 on my first visit and my ambition
was to just to be able to skate around the
rink without falling over” revealed Lynda
Humphreys, who is now a passionate skater
and secretary of the club.

“A friend suggested that we both had a go
at ice skating and I must admit I thought it
was a ridiculous suggestion, but I discovered
a whole new world.”

Lynda persuaded her husband Richard to
come along, and he is now also a dedicated

skater. Richard has found skating to be a
great form of exercise “I’d tried other methods
but they were difficult for me to keep up as I
found them boring and tedious.

“But ice skating combines enjoyable exercise
with the challenge of improving your skating,
and you very quickly see results which
makes it really rewarding.”

Lynda feels people may be put off attempt-
ing ice skating for fear of being charged into
by confident skaters speeding past them, or
thinking that everyone else will be at least as
good as Torvill and Dean.

“It’s nothing like that” assured Lynda. “We

have a very diverse mix of people with a wide
range of abilities. We promote a friendly,
enjoyable and relaxed skating atmosphere so
there’s no aggressive skating or wild whizzing
around during our club sessions.”

Some members join OXIST to take lessons
to learn how to ice dance and competent
dancers can apply to join Oxford Ice Dance
Club.  
■ If you’d like to find out more about OXIST
visit www.oxist.co.uk, or call Bill Tumbridge
(chairman) 01993 702581 or Lynda
Humphreys (club secretary) on 01865
457147.

An OXIST
member
gets some
pointers

STAFF at Oxford Ice Rink on Oxpens Road are
welcoming an influx of new skaters.

“We always see a rise in numbers in winter” says
Peter Ennals, Centre Manager.

“But this year is even busier and courses are getting
very booked-up.”

“Dancing on Ice helps show what a great activity

skating is and it’s great to see people come and try it
out for themselves” adds Peter. 

His advice on getting started is simply to go for it,
wrap up warm, wear loose clothing, gloves and take
it gently.
■ For more information about Oxford Ice Rink visit
www.oxford.gov.uk/oxfordicerink or call 0844 8933222.

Lynda Humphreys

Put your fears on ice – club makes skating great fun





Direct access to services at all times

Automated payment line 01865 252609
Oxford City Council rents and service charges, car park penalties, community alarm,
overpaid Housing Benefits, Council Tax, Business rates and Periodic and Sundry accounts

Oxford City Homes 0800 22 7676
Weekday for all Oxford City CouncilTenants’ rent enquiries, tenancy issues,housing repairs,and
neighbourhood cleansing service (outside the city centre only). After hours for all Oxford City
CouncilTenants’ housing repairs (emergency only).

Cleaner streets 01865 252900
Recycling and waste collection, and City Centre cleansing service (city centre only). After
hours (emergency only) 0780 290 4000

Direct access to services during office hours
If you know which service you need, call direct:
Council Tax 01865 252870
Pay your bill and have all your Council Tax queries answered

Housing Benefit 01865 252849
Housing Benefit applications and enquiries

Housing Needs 01865 252858
Housing Register and Choice Based Lettings, Housing Options and Allocations,Temporary
Accommodation

Planning 01865 252860
Planning Applications, Conservation Areas, Listed buildings and all planning issues

Building Control 01865 252896
Advice and consultation on all aspects of building design and construction

Environmental Development 01865 252887
Pest control, food hygiene and all health and safety issues, pollution and energy efficiency

City Leisure 0844 89 33 222
Sports and Leisure facilities

Parks 01865 252240
Parks, open spaces and countryside management

Building a world-class city for everyone

Council Connect 24/7 01865 249811
Daytime 8.30am to 6pm for general enquiries
If you don’t know which service you need, we are here to help

Out-of-hours 6pm to 8.30am for Emergencies
We can connect you to Oxford City Council Emergency Numbers, such as our Environmental
Health duty officer, flood response team, Nuisance Nightline, and emergency temporary
accommodation.
For serious accident, fire or police emergencies call 999 or 112
Non emergency Police helpline 08458 505 505
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DO YOU know someone who
deserves recognition for their 
voluntary work or for carrying out
services to the community and
local people in Oxford?

Oxford City Council is joining forces
with The Oxford Rotary Club in organising
the awards. The Lord Mayor of Oxford,
Councillor Mary Clarkson, is urging 
people to nominate such individuals to
receive a Certificate of Honour.

Nominees do not have to live in
Oxford, but the service and support they
provide must be carried out within the
city, over a substantial period of time
and be of significant benefit to the 
community.

For a nomination form contact Jude
Skipp 01865 252414 or email 
jskipp@oxford.gov.uk

The closing date is Friday 26 March.

CONGRATULATIONS to the people listed below
who were presented with certificates last year
for their hard work, support, dedication and
commitment to the organisations they have
supported over the years. 
Nora Allan – Bonn and Oxford International Links
Margaret (Meg) Barbour – wide range of voluntary
activities 
Diana Bell – links with our Twin Towns 
Janet Budd – Oxford-Leon Link and Oxfordshire
International Link
Deborah Ceadel – welfare of homeless people in
the city
Christine Eady – Oxford International Women’s
Festival 
Jonathan Finnerty – Summertown Stars Football
Club
Carol Glasson – Headington Quarry Old
People’s Club
Brian Hawtin – Hon. Treasurer of the Lord
Mayor’s Educational Trust for Refugee Scholars 
Grace Hutchins – charities for the blind and 
partially sighted  
Andrea Jones – Mortimer Hall Pre-School
Chinta Kallie – promoting community cohesion
in Oxford.  
Michael Kent – Links Allotment Association and
other voluntary work 
Neville King – West Indian Day Centre and 
supporting the African and African Caribbean
community 
Jennifer Mann – Jericho Community Association
and supporting the Jericho community 
Jane Mercer – Oxford Leon Association and
supporting the South Oxford community
William (Bill) Pinkerton – Oxford-Leiden 
twinning link and Oxford International Links
Committee 
Janet Rose – Barton United Football Club 
Margaret Stanton – campaigning for peace and
justice in many different organisations
Peter Stevenson – Archway Foundation and
supporting many other organisations
Richard Thurston – chair of the Osney Island
Residents’ Association and the Oxford Flood
Alliance
Sheila Tree – Florence Park Community
Association.

Oxford Certificate of
Honour winners 2009

Last year's Lord Mayor Susanna Pressel, centre, with Certificate of Honour 2009 winners

Singing the praises of
city’s unsung heroes

THE City Council and County
Council provide different services.
What is Oxford City Council
responsible for?
Advice Centres, Community Centres
& Playgroups
Car Parks
Countryside Services and Park
Rangers
Environmental Health
Housing
Housing and Council Tax Benefits
Leisure Services and Parks
Markets and Fairs
Planning
Refuse Collection and Recycling
■ Main Switchboard Number 01865
249811.
What is the County Council
responsible for?
Children and Young People
Fire Service
Libraries
Major Roads
On-Street Parking
Park and Ride Sites
Parking Fines
Registration Service
Residents’ Parking Permits
Schools
Social Services
Trading Standards
■ Main Switchboard Number 01865
792422.

Your councils
and services
they provide
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STREETS for People is a campaign
to promote our streets as valuable
social spaces for everyone’s
shared use and enjoyment.

It encourages cycling and walking
and the importance of the 20mph
speed limit in residential
areas. Oxford Civic Society
is promoting and supporting
this campaign in partnership
with Oxford City Council and
in association with European
Mobility Week.

A focus of this year’s 
campaign is the Street Party
Weekend, scheduled for Saturday 18
and Sunday 19 September.

Some community groups traditionally
hold street events at other times of the
year – they too can register their event
and their support for the campaign.

Members of Oxford Streets for
People (who are the steering group
from Oxford Civic Society), hope to
encourage people to plan and run a fun
event in their street, and bring their

community together.
Last year, a wide variety of activities

were enjoyed at the street parties in the
city, including shared meals, BBQs,
quizzes, street games, open air cinema,
charity sales, swap-shops and cycle
races.

Amongst the themes were
fiesta, alternative transport
and recycling. 

The events were very
much enjoyed and everyone
agreed it was a great way to
get to know their 
neighbours, young and old.

Importantly, people felt a great 
community spirit and loved the idea that
for one day or night the street belonged
to them.

Oxford Streets for People offer support
to people in the community organising
a street party.

Visit www.oxstreets.org.uk or call
01865 762418 for more details and
information about how to register your
street party.

A great way to get to know your neighbours

STREET
PARTIES

DUMPING rubbish on the highway
or private land is illegal.

It may also present a danger to
the public and need to be removed
quickly.

If you spot any flytipping please let
us know as soon as possible. We
will remove rubbish from private
land when necessary and seek to
recover the cost.

Oxford City Council has the power
to prosecute anyone found to be 
flytipping, and will always prosecute

any offender when having the
appropriate evidence. A recent
offender was fined £1,000 plus £250
costs.

If you have witnessed someone
dumping items you can report it to
us. Please try and provide the date,
time and place of the incident and a
description of the individuals and
any vehicle details.

Visit www.oxford.gov.uk/flytipping
and use our online flytipping 
reporting form or call 01865 252900.

Help us combat fly-tipping



WARD 3 . Carfax
Sushila Dhall
GREEN
T: 01865 790783
E: cllrsdhall@oxford.gov.uk

12 Stable Close Rewley Park Oxford OX1 2RF

Stephen Brown
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT . LEADER OF THE
OPPOSITION    T: 01865 311535
E: cllrsbrown@oxford.gov.uk

8 Walton Street Oxford OX1 2HG

WARD 5 . Cowley
Bryan Keen
LABOUR
T: 01865 776948
E: cllrbkeen@oxford.gov.uk

48 Liddell Road Cowley Oxford OX4 3QU

Shah Jahan Khan
LABOUR
M: 07796 613362
E: cllrsjkhan@oxford.gov.uk

6 Havelock Road Cowley Oxford OX4 3EP

WARD 14 . Lye Valley
Sabir-Hussain Mirza
LABOUR
M: 07817 065634
E: cllrsmirza@oxford.gov.uk

305 Cowley Road Oxford OX4 2AQ

Bob Timbs
LABOUR
M: 07768 205874
E: cllrbtimbs@oxford.gov.uk

88 Normandy Crescent Oxford OX4 2TN

WARD 6 . Cowley Marsh
Mohammed Abbasi
LABOUR  
T: 01865 792250  M: 07889 867931
E: cllrmabbasi@oxford.gov.uk

7 Warneford Road Oxford OX4 1LT

Sajjad Malik
LABOUR
M: 07787 874683
E: cllrsmalik@oxford.gov.uk

24 Emperor Gardens Blackbird Leys Oxford OX4 7WB

WARD 12 . Jericho and Osney
Colin Cook
LABOUR
T: 01865 721844  Work: 01865 285770 
E: cllrccook@oxford.gov.uk

12 Riverside Road Oxford OX2 OHU

Susanna Pressel
LABOUR
T: 01865 554001 
F: 01865 252728 (Council Offices)

E: cllrspressel@oxford.gov.uk
7 Rawlinson Road Oxford OX2 6UE

WARD 10 . Holywell

Mark Mills
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07525 751584
E: cllrmmills@oxford.gov.uk

St. Edmund Hall Queen’s Lane Oxford OX1 4AR

Nathan Pyle
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07787 505514
E: cllrnpyle@oxford.gov.uk

106a Walton Street Oxford OX2 6AJ

WARD 9 . Hinksey Park
Bob Price
LABOUR . LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
T: 01865 725218
E: cllrbprice@oxford.gov.uk

43 Western Road Oxford OX1 4LF

Oscar Van Nooijen
LABOUR
T: 01865 251757 
E: cllrovannooijen@oxford.gov.uk

57 Henley Street Oxford OX4 1ES

Central, South & West 
T: 01865 252803
E: CSW@oxford.gov.uk

Cowley 
T: 01865 252688
E: cowley@oxford.gov.uk

North
T: 01865 252803
E: north@oxford.gov.uk

South East 
T: 01865 252249
E: southeast@oxford.gov.uk

WARD 24 . Wolvercote
John Goddard
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT . DEPUTY LORD
MAYOR
T: 01865 438961
E: cllrjgoddard@oxford.gov.uk

10 Blandford Avenue Oxford OX2 8DY

Mike Gotch
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 553905
E: cllrmgotch@oxford.gov.uk

1 First Turn Oxford OX2 8AG

WARD 23 . Summertown
Jean Fooks
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 310351 F: 01865 513129
E: cllrjfooks@oxford.gov.uk

9 St. Bernard’s Road Oxford OX2 6EH

Stuart McCready
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 553963 M: 07804 652733
E: cllrsmccready@oxford.gov.uk

23 Southdale Road Oxford OX2 7SE

WARD 21 . St. Margaret’s
Jim Campbell
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 556404
E: cllrjcampbell@oxford.gov.uk

24 Frenchay Road Oxford OX2 6TG

Gwynneth Royce
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07801 121860
E: cllrglroyce@oxford.gov.uk

Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

WARD 16 . North
Alan Armitage
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07799 892385
E: cllraarmitage@oxford.gov.uk

92 Southmoor Road Oxford OX2 6RB

Clark Brundin
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 510868
E: cllrcbrundin@oxford.gov.uk

27 Observatory Street Oxford OX2 6EW

WARD 19 . Rose Hill & Iffley
Antonia Bance
LABOUR
T: 01865 775603
E: cllrabance@oxford.gov.uk

17a Cowley Road Oxford OX4 1HP

Ed Turner
LABOUR
T: 01865 778358
E: cllreturner@oxford.gov.uk

2 Orchard Court Rose Hill Oxford OX4 4HJ

WARD 17 . Northfield Brook
Stuart Craft
INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ASSOCIATION
GROUP LEADER M: 07733 274324
E: cllrscraft@oxford.gov.uk

C/O Members’ Room Town Hall Oxford OX1 1BX

Jane Lacey
INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ASSOCIATION
T: 01865 714268 M: 07909 875306
E: cllrjlacey@oxford.gov.uk

71 Knights Road Blackbird Leys Oxford OX4 6DD

WARD 13 . Littlemore
Gill Sanders
LABOUR
T & F:  01865 761856 
E: cllrgsanders@oxford.gov.uk

200 Headington Road Headington Oxford OX3 7PS

John Tanner
LABOUR
T: 01865 251441
E: john.tanner@tanox.demon.co.uk

32 Sunningwell Road Oxford OX1 4SX

WARD 2 . Blackbird Leys
Val Smith
LABOUR
T: 01865 595792 M: 07767 446051
E: cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk

4 Flaxfield Road Blackbird Leys Oxford OX4 6QD

Rae Humberstone
LABOUR
T: 01865 779678
E: cllrrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uk

75 Little Bury Greater Leys Oxford OX4 7UZ

North East 
T: 01865 252688
E: northeast@oxford.gov.uk

WARD 18 . Quarry & Risinghurst
Laurence Baxter
LABOUR
M: 07834 183491
E: cllrlbaxter@oxford.gov.uk

35 Collinwood Road Headington Oxford OX3 8HH

Dee Sinclair
LABOUR
T: 01865 765260
E: cllrdsinclair@oxford.gov.uk

10 Norton Close Headington Oxford OX3 7BQ

WARD 15 . Marston
Mary Clarkson
LABOUR . LORD MAYOR
T: 01865 751493
E: cllrmclarkson@oxford.gov.uk

Lower Farm 8 Dunstan Road Oxford OX3 9BY

Beverley Hazell
LABOUR
M: 07758 210722
E: cllrbhazell@oxford.gov.uk

132 Dene Road Headington Oxford OX3 7EG

WARD 8 . Headington Hill & Northway
Mohammed Altaf-Khan
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
T: 01865 798777 M: 07931 345554
E: cllrmaltaf-khan@oxford.gov.uk

83 Hugh Allen Crescent Marston Oxford OX3 OHL

Roy Darke
LABOUR
T: 01865 790670
E: cllrrdarke@oxford.gov.uk

The Oak Barn, 80 Edgeway Road Oxford OX3 OHG

WARD 7 . Headington
David Rundle
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07980 894147

E: david.rundle@oxfordlibdems.org.uk
39 Catherine Street Oxford OX4 3AH

Ruth Wilkinson
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07789 368300
E: ruth.wilkinson@oxfordlibdems.org.uk

21 Thames View Road Rose Hill Oxford OX4 4TQ

WARD 4 . Churchill
Mark Lygo
LABOUR
M: 07918 635395
E: cllrmlygo@oxford.gov.uk

20 Valentia Road Headington Oxford OX3 7PL

Joe McManners
LABOUR
M: 07979 638670
E: cllrjmcmanners@oxford.gov.uk

1 Woodbine Cottage Headington Oxford OX3 OBT

WARD 1 . Barton & Sandhills
Patrick Murray
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07891 330778
E: cllrpmurray@oxford.gov.uk

410 Cowley Road Oxford OX4 2BX

Chris Scanlan
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT
M: 07970 069148
E: cllrcscanlan@oxford.gov.uk

5 Terrett Avenue Oxford OX3 8FF

WARD 22 . St. Mary’s
Matt Morton
GREEN
T: 01865 724251
E: cllrmmorton@oxford.gov.uk

9 Hawkins Street, Oxford OX4 1YD

Craig Simmons
GREEN . GROUP LEADER
T: 01865 202257
E: cllrcsimmons@oxford.gov.uk

41 Magdalen Road Oxford OX4 1RB

WARD 20 . St. Clement’s
Mary-Jane Sareva
GREEN
M: 07934 417274
E: cllrmjsareva@oxford.gov.uk

60 Morrell Avenue Oxford OX4 1ND

Nuala Young
GREEN
T: 01865 749459
E: cllrnyoung@oxford.gov.uk

46 Tree Lane Iffley Oxford OX4 4EY

WARD 11 . Iffley Fields
Elise Benjamin
GREEN . SHERIFF
T: 01865 202257
E: cllrebenjamin@oxford.gov.uk

41 Magdalen Road Oxford OX4 1RB

David Williams
GREEN
T: 01865 765852
E: cllrdwilliams@oxford.gov.uk

320 London Road Oxford OX3 8DN

East
T: 01865 252249
E: east@oxford.gov.uk

Political composition of Oxford City Council 2008–2010

LABOUR 23 

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 16 

GREEN 7 

INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ASSOCIATION 2

TOTAL NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS 48

Your Councillors 2010
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Oxford City Council LA 078921 
June 2002

Contacting a Councillor
Should you ever experience
difficulty contacting a Councillor
please inform Members' Secretary,
Jude Skipp, Oxford Town Hall, OX1
1BX, telephone: 01865 252414,
email: jskipp@oxford.gov.uk

All details correct at time of going to press
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