
We know that Oxford’s population has grown over the last decade and will continue to grow into the future.  Based 
on current trends in births, deaths and migration, the Office for National Statistics projects that Oxford’s population 
will reach 165,000 over the next 20 years – an increase of around 15,000 on today’s population.

It is also informative to translate this population growth into a projected growth in the number of household units.  In 
population statistics people are deemed to live either in a household unit or a communal establishment (hospitals, 
halls of residence etc.).  At the 2001 Census 14,000 Oxford residents were counted as living in communal 
establishments - the majority in halls of residence - with the remaining 120,000 living in households.  We do not 
have any up to date figures on the communal establishment population, but we would expect there has been an 
increase as more accommodation for university students has been built since 2001.

One person and lone parent households to increase 
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Leaving the communal 
establishment population to one 
side, this chart shows a 
forecast of how population 
growth between 2008 and 2033 
will translate into an increase in 
different types of households, 
as estimated by the Department 
for Communities & Local 
Government.  As with all 
projections of this type, they tell 
us what will happen if recent 
trends continue into the future.

It is forecast that the number of 
households in Oxford will rise 
from 54,000 in 2008 to 61,000 
in 2033.  The increases will not 
be in all households types, 
however.  The projection 
suggests that growth will occur 
by way of 5,000 additional one 
person households and 3,000 
additional lone parent 
households.
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