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Which kind of information is most valuable?

Mark Fransham 
Social Research Officer
01865 252797

mfransham@oxford.gov.uk
www.oxford.gov.uk/oxfordstats
Published November 2013

This is an example of the kind of statistics we might have 
had from a survey over the last decade.
•A survey producing statistics every year would provide 
earlier information about trends in the city e.g. 
international immigration
BUT
•There would be less information about the 
characteristics of residents in different parts of the city
•There would be less information about where change is 
happening in the city

or

The Office for National Statistics is consulting on two options for producing future population statistics.  Option one 
is similar to the current system – a census once every ten years, albeit conducted primarily online.  Option two is to 
produce more regular, but less precise statistics by means of government administrative data (e.g. tax and health 
records) plus an annual survey which would produce statistics every year.  The choice comes down to more 
detailed statistics or more frequent statistics.  The consultation closes on December 13th.

Residents with non-UK country of birth, Oxford 
2001-2011 

Residents with non-UK country of birth, Oxford 2011

This is an example of actual outputs from the 2011 
Census.  We get
•Very detailed statistics about where people live and 
their characteristics, down to very small geographies
BUT
•We only get this information once every ten years, 
and it becomes out of date

Which do you think is most valuable?  Let me know, 
and give me examples why:

mfransham@oxford.gov.uk

City-level trends
(costing 80p per person per year)

Small area detail
(costing £1.10 per person per year)
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