
Latest estimates show Oxford city and areas 
of rural districts with above average  % of fuel poor households 

 

The Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) has recently published 2013 
estimates of fuel poverty to a new 'Low Income High Cost' (LHIC) definition which, for 
England, has replaced the previous '10% of disposable income' definition. 

Under the LIHC definition, a household is considered to be fuel poor if: 

 they have required fuel costs that are above average (the national median level) 

 were they to spend that amount, they would be left with a residual income below the 
official poverty line. 

It is estimated that 21,800 households in Oxfordshire in 2013 were in fuel poverty or 8.2% of 
households under the LIHC definition.  Overall, Cherwell, South Oxfordshire, Vale of White 
Horse and West Oxfordshire were each below the county, regional and national averages.  
Oxford city was above average. 

Proportion of households estimated to be in fuel poverty (Low Income High Cost 
definition, 2013), selected counties and Oxfordshire’s districts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Dept of Energy and Climate Change, released 28 May 2015, low income high cost definition 

 

CHART OF THE MONTH 

 June 2015 

SSoouutthh  EEaasstt  aavveerraaggee  



Fuel poverty 

District Data Analysis Service page 2 of 4       June 2015 

The 2015 Annual Fuel Poverty Statistics Report from the Dept of Energy and Climate 
Change shows that higher rates of fuel poverty are found in households with the following 
characteristics: 

 Lower energy efficiency ratings; 

 Tenure is privately rented; 

 Not connected to the gas network (gas is typically cheaper than fuel oil or electricity) 

 Households in the lower income groups, unemployed households, lone parent 
households; 

 Where youngest member is 16-24. 

Between 2012 and 2013, the number of households estimated to be in fuel poverty appears 
to have increased in all districts in Oxfordshire with the exception of Oxford where there was 
a slight decline.   

Note that the Annual Fuel Poverty Report 20151 recommends caution when comparing year 
on year changes for local authority data as the changes may be due to uncertainty in the 
data. 

Count of households estimated to be in fuel poverty 2012 and 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Dept of Energy and Climate Change, low income high cost definition 

 

Data at lower super output area level shows that parts of Oxfordshire’s rural districts had 
between 10% and 15% households in fuel poverty – i.e. above the regional and national 
averages.  The areas with the highest rates by district were:    

Cherwell:  Cherwell 005D, part of Banbury Ruscote ward (13.2%) 

South Oxfordshire:  South Oxfordshire 007B, a rural part of Berinsfield ward (11.7%) 

Vale of White Horse:  Vale of White Horse 008C, part of South Abingdon (12.5%) 

West Oxfordshire:  West Oxfordshire 002A, rural area north of Chipping Norton (13%) 

There were eight areas of Oxford city with above 20% households in fuel poverty.  The area 
with the highest rate in Oxford was Oxford 011F, between Cowley Rd and Iffley Rd (25.3%). 

See following map. 

                                            
1
 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/annual-fuel-poverty-statistics-report-2015  

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/annual-fuel-poverty-statistics-report-2015
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Percentage of households estimated to be in fuel poverty (2013), by lower super 
output area (modelled estimates, Low Income High Cost definition) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Dept of Energy and Climate Change, released 28 May 2015 
Data is by lower level super output area which is a statistical geography used mainly for reporting Census data.  LSOAs have an average of 
around 1,500 residents and 650 households.   
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Fuel Poverty 2012 and 2013 (low income high cost definition) 

 2012 2013 

 

Estimated 
number of 
households 

Estimated 
number of 
Fuel Poor 

HHs 

Proportion 
of 

households 
fuel poor 

(%) 

Estimated 
number of 
households 

Estimated 
number of 
Fuel Poor 

HHs 

Proportion 
of 

households 
fuel poor 

(%) 

Cherwell 56,678 3,716 6.6 58,412 4,219 7.2 

Oxford 55,330 6,851 12.4 57,017 6,804 11.9 

South Oxfordshire 54,066 3,854 7.1 55,710 4,108 7.4 

Vale of White Horse 49,370 3,410 6.9 50,873 3,599 7.1 

West Oxfordshire 43,215 2,991 6.9 44,559 3,069 6.9 

Oxfordshire 258,659 20,822 8.0 266,571 21,799 8.2 
Source: Dept of Energy and Climate Change, released 28 May 2015; 

 

 

NOTES 

 Prior to the introduction of the LIHC indicator in England, fuel poverty was measured under the 10% 
indicator. Under this indicator, a household is considered to be fuel poor if they were required to spend 
more than 10% of their income on fuel to maintain an adequate standard of warmth. 

 The government’s 2015 Annual Fuel Poverty Report largely covers fuel poverty under the LIHC 
indicator. Fuel poverty under the 10% indicator is also reported on to provide an overall estimate for 
Great Britain, as the Devolved Nations continue to measure fuel poverty using the 10% indicator. 

 The LIHC definition is a relative measure as it compares households to the national median bill and 
income. 

 The 2013 sub-regional fuel poverty model is based on national data drawn from the English Household 
Survey combined 2012 and 2013 dataset. Application of the model requires specific local area data on 
a variety of demographic and socio-economic factors. Previous sets of models have used the 2001 
Census information. These have now been replaced with the recently published 2011 Census small 
area datasets. 

 The full dataset is available from https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/2013-sub-regional-fuel-
poverty-data-low-income-high-costs-indicator .  

 the methodology is available from 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/429774/fuel_poverty_sta
tistics_methodology_and_user_manual.pdf  

 

 

 

Data note prepared by: Margaret Melling, District Data Analysis Service, mmelling@oxford.gov.uk  07958 239857 as 
part of the 2015-16 District Data Analysis Service.   

On behalf of: Cherwell District Council, Oxford City Council, South Oxfordshire District Council, Vale of White 
Horse District Council and West Oxfordshire District Council 

Data notes and briefings from this service are available at www.oxford.gov.uk/districtdataservice  
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